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After 62 years the 

Belgian cyclist Lode 

Wouters received his 

Olympic gold medal, 

which he had earned 

in 1948 in the road 

race along with his 

teammates. Right: 

Gaston Roelants, 

Olympic 3000 m 

steeplechase 

champion of 1964 and 

now as Baron Roelants 

President of the 

Federation of Belgian 

Olympians.
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Better late than never
By Ruud Paauw

You become Olympic champion but you only receive 
your gold medal 62 years after the Games …

It seems to be an incredible story but this is what 
happened to the Belgian riders Lode Wouters, Leon De 
Lathouwer and Eugeen Van Roosbroeck who won the 
team event in the cycling road race at the 1948 Games, 
held in Windsor Great Park. 

In the individual standings of the 194 km race Wouters 
finished 3rd, De Lathouwer 4th and Van Roosbroeck 
9th. These results gave them the first place as a team. 
But that was not clear immediately after the race. The 
judges had to calculate the times of tens of riders and 
without a computer it took them many hours to work 
out the ranking. Strangely enough there was no medal 
ceremony for the teams at all.

According to Van Roosbroeck more than sixty years 
later “there was complete chaos after the race” and that 
is why they jumped quickly on the double decker bus 
back to the army barracks that served as the Olympic 
Village. A day later they were back in Belgium. “It was 

only afterward we heard we were the best team. None 
of us thought of the medal which went with the victo-
ry. The honour was enough for us”, said Lode Wouters. 
“There was no one to wish us well when we left and no 
one to welcome us when we returned.” The shadows of 
war were still present.

The years went by. One day in 2010 Van Roosbroeck 
by now 82 years old, read a newspaper article which 
caught his eye. Belgian sailor André Nelis had won 
silver at the Melbourne Games in 1956 and bronze at 
the Rome Games four years later. Both these had been 
lost in a fire. IOC President Jacques Rogge had presented 
him with replacements. “Then I thought: now is the 
time to ask for my medal of 1948.” He telephoned the 
Belgian Olympic Committee but nobody knew where 
the original medals were and why they had never 
distributed. So a copy of the medal was struck for Van 
Roosbroeck and on June 4, 2010 he finally received his 
gold medal in Brussels from the IOC President. Later a 
copy was also given to Lode Wouters.  Unfortunately it 
all came too late for the third rider, Léon De Lathouwer 
who had passed away in 2008. 
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