I ox honoured by the trusk you pul
fn my opinisns end feel duty~bcound, under the cirsumetances,
to £xllow the dickates of slcmencary - nol oxcessive — prudesce
in formolating an angswer which is respeciiul of your Feelings,
worthy of your intelligence, ene which dues pot iezad you intoe
a dead-end. )

True, the sporves faellitles are there,-
but they would need praparacion, even readaptation in crdex to
nmeat the Yeguirements of the variovs olymoic @iseiplines since,
iz a mumbsr of cazcs, they have been slrered so that they night
be sulteble for regular activities, Traasport, housing, food,
furnishings and apurts equipnent, technleal, professional,
service and spores parscunsl, mantal labour, office staff,
doping darectisn, world—wide cammunications and telecosmcnications,
medical facilities, salely of athletes and of the public, the
actwal organisation of an extensive number ef activities ernd

let us hope that minds will open to the Idea of 2 psyciral

Unbkil thal tin: zrod even zfter chax,
sical

truce, so that ths olympic movemen: way express itself in &
gpiritual elimate free fron those [ears snd constrainbs which

feps) 82

n kainge dneo conflicr wich ana snother.

: o Tet us allow the olympic novemens oz
proceed in freedeom and ir peace. Let.us mot stand in its way

&s It moves wp. Let us rejoice In the knowledge thet & non-
governmenbal orgadlzation should thus have asserted loaels,

for alose to & century, as an spent of premetion and Internatiaonszl
ralatiors fn the world of sperls. Its achievemeni brings o
mind a rumber of other endesvauta which exipt and function
successfnlly, thus relicving governswents Lrom ths need to

iniziate tobem.

servicas af all types — this i= jusr a very limited list of
the sreas which reqeire a time-cenzuming effort.

tao serious in all respects. Wational - or bi-natiomal -

korovr would be at stake and could be soviocusly Jeopardizad, as
I zeally dn

would be. the wery future of the ¢lynpic movement.
not have fne right to lead you te any ather conciuesiorn,

. Kothing is said liere of the financlal
aspect of the undertaking since vour cuestion exprezsly precluded

 that particular aspect of the problem. .

¥ocning is sald here either of the

pavticipaticn of the athlntes from the 130 national compittess
which axe members of the olympic movewenz, sinee your question

did net bBear on that subject. .

Thig lasl watier renains of pavaroun:

pic Gamas o be held ar take ?lacii
Olvmpie Comaittes will meet,

and che nacionzl alynpiz coimitices

imporzance. At the Wintes
next Pebrusry the Intern
The ipternaticnzl federat
will also censlder this mal

Better late than never

You become Olympic champion but you only receive
your gold medal 62 years after the Games ...

It seems to be an incredible story but this is what
happened to the Belgian riders Lode Wouters, Leon De
Lathouwer and Eugeen Van Roosbroeck who won the
team eventin the cycling road race at the 1948 Games,
held in Windsor Great Park.

In the individual standings of the 194 km race Wouters
finished 3, De Lathouwer 4" and Van Roosbroeck
ot", These results gave them the first place as a team.
But that was not clear immediately after the race. The
judges had to calculate the times of tens of riders and
without a computer it took them many hours to work
out the ranking. Strangely enough there was no medal
ceremony for the teams at all.

According to Van Roosbroeck more than sixty years
later “there was complete chaos after the race” and that
is why they jumped quickly on the double decker bus
back to the army barracks that served as the Olympic
Village. A day later they were back in Belgium. "It was
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only afterward we heard we were the best team. None
of us thought of the medal which went with the victo-
ry. The honour was enough for us", said Lode Wouters.
"There was no one to wish us well when we leftand no
one to welcome us when we returned." The shadows of
war were still present.

The years went by. One day in 2010 Van Roosbroeck
by now 82 years old, read a newspaper article which
caught his eye. Belgian sailor André Nelis had won
silver at the Melbourne Games in 1956 and bronze at
the Rome Games four years later. Both these had been
lostin afire. I0CPresidentJacques Rogge had presented
him with replacements. “Then | thought: now is the
time to ask for my medal of1948." He telephoned the
Belgian Olympic Committee but nobody knew where
the original medals were and why they had never
distributed. So a copy of the medal was struck for Van
Roosbroeck and on June g, 2010 he finally received his
gold medal in Brussels from the 10C President. Later a
copy was also given to Lode Wouters. Unfortunately it
all came too late for the third rider, Léon De Lathouwer
who had passed away in 2008.

Sources: De Standaard, Thierry Bousse,

The Daily Telegraph
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