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athlete in to take the Olympic Oath at the opening of the 
Antwerp Olympics in 1920.
Both men volunteered for active service in 1914. Donners 
fought as a soldier 2nd class in the 1st Regiment of the 
Grenadiers 2/3, 7th company. The Grenadiers were an elite 
force in which men were required to be at least 1.72 m 
tall. He was severely wounded on 11 May 1915 and moved 
to Ambulance Depage in Calais, France, founded by the 
Belgian Red Cross, where he died three days later at 1 
o’clock.

 Donners, who was unmarried and was first buried at 
the Belgian Military Cemetery in Calais (Section 1, Row 6, 
Grave No. 28). His remains were seven years later moved 
to the Antwerp City Cemetery, where he was reinterred on 
August 30, 1922.  

Five days after his death the war was over

By Bill Mallon

The USA entered in the war in April 1917. That changed 
the balance of power in Europe decisively in favor 
of the Entente. But this victory had a high price. Of 
approximately two million U.S. soldiers, who fought on 
the Western Front in the summer of 1918, 126,000 were 
killed. Among them was the bronze medallist of 1904, 
Arthur Yancey Wear.

At Yale, Wear was a member of the freshman, college, 
and university baseball teams, but was not noted as 
a lawn tennis player. But for the doubles event at the 
1904 Olympics he teamed up with Clarence Gamble 
and they lost to the winners, Beals Wright and Edgar 
Leonard, in the semi-finals. His older brother, Joseph, 
also won a bronze medal at the 1904 Olympics. 
After graduating from Yale, Wear joined the family dry 
goods business in St. Louis in 1903 and remained with 
the firm until the outbreak of World War I.

Arthur Wear commanded an infantry company in the 
battle of St.Michiel and, although not actually wounded, 
his health suffered badly; as a result of refusing to obtain 
proper treatment for a probable perforated duodenal 
ulcer, he died, still commanding his battalion, during the 
Meuse-Argonne fighting on 6 November 1918. Five days 
later the war was over. �
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The American Arthur 

Wear. At St. Louis in 

1904, he had won a 

bronze medal in tennis 

doubles. He died five 

days before the end 

of the war in France as 

the commander of a 

battalion.
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The 1908 Belgian Olympic water polo team which lost in the final to the 

United Kingdom. Victor Boin can be seen standing on the left hand side 

and Herman Donners standing on the right hand side.

Contradictory memorials in 

the Olympic city of Sarajevo: 

at a street corner opposite the 

Lateiner Bridge two stone 

footprints remind us that 

Gavrilo Princip fired two shots 

at this spot, which changed 

the world. As a model the 

slippers were used that were 

worn by the assassin during 

his detention in Theresien

stadt. The memorial plaque 

behind it was changed in 1992.  	
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