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On occasion of the 50th anniversary we remember anew 
the Olympic Games of 1968 in Mexico City, which was 
not just about the ‘Black Power’ demonstration and the 
8.90 m leap of Bob Beamon. There were many other 
outstanding athletes and many of these are featured in 
this edition. 

Beyond that these were Games that fell in an eventful 
time. The proposal made at the IOC Session to abolish all 
flags and anthems proved to be an unsustainable way to 
seek to keep politics out of sport. 

As far as culture was concerned, Mexico'68 set new 
standards. For that reason these Games are also in the 
centre of the exhibition OLYMPIC LANGUAGE, which 
at present is to be seen in the Olympic Museum in 
Lausanne. The curator was ISOH General Secretary Markus 
Osterwalder, who from his own experience describes the 
story of its origins. 

Another anniversary was celebrated in London. There 
70 years ago – in 1948 – the Olympics took place, which 
entered history as the ‘Austerity Games’. The gold medal 
in the 100 m was won by the American Harrison Dillard, 
who is now 95, so that he is at present the oldest living 
male Olympic champion. 

The theme of 1948 in Gunnar Meinhardt's interview is 
continued in Stan Greenberg's personal recollections. He 
was 17 at the time and his interest in sport and particularly 
athletics was awakened by the events at Wembley. As a 
reporter and author he experienced eight more Olympic 
Games and numerous  championships. 

For the sake of sustainability there are also other 
contributions. Peter Evans concerns himself with the 
question of what became of the promises of London 
when the city was allocated the Games of 2012. His answer 
is positive. What he however calls for are mandatory 
agreements in the Host City Contract, so that the effects 
also benefit the socially weak. 

Tony Sainsbury was head of the 2012 Olympic Village. He 
was also significantly involved with the development of 
the Paralympics. He sees the origin of this success story in 
Arnhem in the Netherlands in 1980 and the subsequent 
sustainable help of the IOC. 

As far as legacy is concerned, Athens 1896 is indeed 
unbeatable. Wilhelm Schmitz, a 20 year old merchant  
who would today be described as a volunteer. With other 
members of the Philadelphia Association, he looked 
after the German participants, and at the opening of the 
Games he sang the Olympic hymn. Besides he kept the 
handwritten music which Dietrich Quanz found in his 
estate. 

Art is also the subject of the contribution by Pierre  
Gricius, who researched the biography and work of the 
painter Jean Jacoby of Luxembourg. He was the only 
person to win two Olympic gold medals for art. 

With this edition the 26th year of the Journal of 
Olympic History is complete. The editorial team 
thanks the authors and the readers for their faith
fulness. Season’s Greetings and all the best for 2019. �

Volker Kluge
EDITOR

SecretaryGeneral
Markus Osterwalder
Eggweg 6
9100 Herisau
Switzerland
Phone:  +41 71 351 77 19
Email:  markus.osterwalder@isoh.org
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In 2017, the International Olympic Committee (IOC), in 
conjunction with the Criterion Collection, released a 
boxed set of 53 of the official films of the Olympics from 
1912 through 2012. The set consists of 43 DVDs or 32  B luray 
discs and 114 hours of footage. 

There is also a book with commentary by noted film 
critic Peter Cowie and a fascinating essay by restoration 
producer Adrian Wood about the history of the 
restoration project. This boxed set, although expensive, 
is an invaluable addition to any library, public or private, 
that takes seriously its collection about the Olympic 
Games and the Olympic Movement. 

I watched all 114 hours. In addition, I watched the 
official films of the Sochi 2014 and the Rio de Janeiro 2016 
Olympics, as well as an extra Seoul 1988 film that is not 
included in the boxed set.

My comments about each of these films will appear in 
future editions of the Journal of Olympic History. In the 
meantime, here are some general observations.
Most of the official films fall into one of three categories: 
1) Reporting Films that try to cover as many sports and 
events as possible; 
2) Profile Films that focus on a select number of individual 
athletes; and 
3) Auteur Films, in which the filmmaker is more concerned 
with expressing his or her vision than with portraying 
the competitions. Once in a while, a film successfully 
combines these three genres. 

The best examples are The Olympics in Mexico, covering 
the 1968 Games and directed by Olympian Alberto Isaac, 
and Rings of the World, the official film of the Sochi 2014 
Winter Olympics, directed by Sergei Miroshnichenko.

Almost all official films begin with the Olympic Flame 
being lit in Olympia and carried to the host city and 
then to the Olympic Stadium for the Opening Ceremony. 
Summer Olympics films tend to emphasize track and 
field (athletics), which is not surprising since running, 
jumping and throwing are the most universal sporting 
activities. Films of the Summer Games more often than 
not include a montage of divers, one of gymnasts and 
another of weightlifters. 

One of the highlights is Bud Greenspan’s riveting 
23minute portrayal of the 1996 weightlifting battle in 
the featherweight division between Naim Süleymanoğlu 
of Turkey and Valerios Leonidis of Greece.

Winter Olympics films usually include a montage of 
ski jumpers and another of figure skaters, as well as 
coverage of the men’s 50kilometre crosscountry race.
Most official films also include footage of athletes 
crashing and being injured. For the Winter films, these 
unfortunates are usually skiers, although sometimes 
they are competing in sliding sports and even skating 
events. The most violent aspects of ice hockey are also 
emphasized. In the official films of Summer Olympics, 
the most common falls that are shown take place in 
the crosscountry portion of the equestrian threeday 
event. 

For Olympic historians, the early films are eyeopening 
goldmines. The Games of the V Olympiad Stockholm, 1912 
is actually a 170minute compilation of SwedishFrench 
newsreel footage. We see Baron Pierre de Coubertin 
looking on while King Gustav V, surrounded by family 
and retainers, commands the limelight during the prize 
givings. The king is seen giving prizes to Jim Thorpe, and 
we even see marathon runner Francisco Lázaro stop for 
a drink of water, a few kilometres before he collapsed, 
dying soon thereafter.

The Olympic Games in Paris 1924 adds another 174 
minutes of fascinating coverage. In the 1928 Winter 
Olympics film, The White Stadium, in a staged scene, 
we see an actress trying skijöring, in which skiers are 
dragged along behind a galloping horse, while attached 
by a tow rope. The actress is none other than Leni 
Riefenstahl, who would later direct the controversial 
official film of the 1936 Berlin Games. For the 1928 
Amsterdam Olympics, we are blessed with almost six and 
a half hours of footage produced by Dutch and Italian 
companies.

One of the four films of the 1988 Seoul Games includes 
an interview with an Australian veteran who fought in 
the Korean War in 19501951. This veteran is none other 
than Harry Gordon, the second recipient of the highest 
award of the International Society of Olympic Historians 
(ISOH), the Lifetime Achievement Award. �

Message from 
the President

David Wallechinsky
ISOH PRESIDENT



JOH 3 | 2018  3

Twenty-one sports with 286 events took place over 12 days at the 

 3rd Summer Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires. They were also used 

as a field of experimentation. New in the programme were sport 

climbing, won by the Japanese Keita Dohi (above), as well as breaking, 

in which the Frenchman Martin Lejeune (top left) won  silver. Among 

those invited to attend were the players of the ‘Wild Boars’ football 

team from Thailand. They had been  trapped in a  flooded cave and were 

rescued after three weeks underground. The boys played on the 

 opening day against the  River Plate Youth team.    Photos: picture-alliance 

News

The IOC has invited Calgary, Milan/Cortina 
d’Ampezzo and Stockholm to become Candi

date Cities for the Olympic Winter Games 

2026. The decision will be taken at the 134th 

Session which has been moved from Milan 

to Lausanne to conform to Olympic election 

regulations.  

A surplus of at least USD 55 million has achieved 

the Organising Committee of the Olympic Winter 

Games PyeongChang 2018 . 

The fourth edition of the Summer Youth Olympic 

Games 2022 will be held in Dakar, Senegal. The 

Olympian Kirsty Coventry from Zimbabwe has 

been appointed Chair of the IOC Coordination 

Commission. 

The 2022 Beijing Olympic Winter Games will 

include even more events for women. In the 

programme will be seven new events: monobob 

and freestyle ski big air, as well as dynamic mixed 

teams formats including short  track mixed relay, 

a ski jumping mixed team event, mixed gender 

team aerials and a snowboard cross mixed team 

event. The overall number of athletes has been 

reduced by 41 to reach 2892, which is within the 

Olympic Charter framework. 

The Athletes‘ Declaration was official endorsed 

by the IOC during the Session in Buenos Aires. 

This groundbreaking document was formed 

following an extensive process that gathered 

the views and opinions of more than 4200 elite 

athletes from 190 countries. The declaration 

includes 12 rights and 10 responsibilities ex

ploring such as antidoping, integrity, clean 

sport, career, communications, governance, 

discrimination, due process and harassment 

and abuse. The document will be incorporated 

in the Olympic Charter, signifying its central 

status within the Olympic Movement and 

reaffirming the Olympic Movement’s commit

ment to supporting athletes during their 

sporting and nonsporting career. The initiative 

has been led by a Steering Committee, chaired by 

Olympian and BMX racer Sarah Walker.  (IOC/JOH)

European Olympic Academies (EOA) is a new 

organisation which was founded by 23 National 

Olympic Academies at a meeting in the Slovenian 

capital Ljubljana on 20th September 2018. ISOH 

member Manfred Lämmer (GER) was elected its 

first President.  (JOH)
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In April, Prince Charles read a message from the Queen 
to formally open the 2018 Commonwealth Games on the 
Australian Gold Coast. It marked the 60th anniversary of an 
unusual alternative to an ‘Olympic’ style torch, a message 
of greeting from the Head of the Commonwealth (The 
Queen) to the participating athletes.

In the sixty years since it was first introduced, the 
scope of the relay has steadily grown to the extent that 
it now visits every nation and territory taking part in the 
Commonwealth Games. This is considered an important 
in making the Queen’s Baton Relay (QBR) distinct from 
the Olympic Torch Relay. In the wake of violent protests 
during the 2008 Beijing Olympic relay, the IOC decided 
to recommend much shorter relays. A further difference 
is that there is only a single baton passed from hand to 
hand.

A flame had been enthusiastically adopted by regional 
Games and for the first PanAmerican Games in 1951, 
a flame had been brought from Athens. It had been lit 
on the Acropolis and was accompanied by IOC Member 
Ioannis Ketseas and Greek athletes even participated in 
the opening ceremony of the Games in Buenos Aires. 

The IOC, concerned at the protection of Olympic 
symbolism, issued a communiqué from Lausanne in 
1951. ‘’It is to be desired that in the future, to preserve the 
prestige of the Olympic Flame, that the right to carry it, 
should be reserved solely, and unconditionally, for the 
celebration of the Olympic Games’’.1

There was no relay when the Commonwealth Games 
were established in 1930 (as British Empire Games) 
although a message from the British King was read out at 
the opening ceremony. 

The genesis of the relay is unclear but when Sydney 
hosted the Games in 1938, Australian long distance 
runner Rowley Bateman, suggested a run from Canberra 
to Sydney. This was to have been a message from civic 
authorities.2 Bateman’s idea was not taken up and 
within two years the advent of war cast the very future of 
the Games into doubt.

As peace returned, the Olympic Games were staged 
in 1948 and it was here that the decision was taken to 
revive the Empire Games in 1950. Again as with the pre
war Games, a greeting from the monarch was read at the 
opening ceremony.

The Relay without a Flame
By Philip Barker

Australian swimmer 

Cate Campbell with 

the baton at surfers' 

Paradise Beach is just 

a face in the crowd. 

Photo: Philip Barker 
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When the 1958 Games were awarded to Cardiff, the idea 
of a relay resurfaced. Prominent Welsh athletics official 
Bernard Baldwin may well have played a key role.  

In 1956, the Welsh national anthem “Land of My 
Fathers” was 100 years old. Baldwin organised a race 
known as ‘Lawr y Cwm.’ (Mountain to Valley) to help 
celebrate the anniversary. This included a baton 
containing a message of greeting from the mayor of 
Mountain Ash to his counterpart in Pontypridd. The 
baton itself was carried by 1948 Olympic marathon silver 
medallist Tom Richards.

Waiting at the finish was another famous British 
marathoner, 1932 Olympic silver medallist Sam Ferris 
who later wrote: “I believe it is Baldwin’s ambition to 
persuade Cardiff Corporation to further the cause of road 
running by organising another Lawr y Cwm as a finale to 
the 1958 British Empire and Commonwealth Games.”3 
Baldwin’s suggestion may well have been the inspiration 
for what eventually took place. Instead of a grand finale, 
a relay was staged before the Games.

A special baton was designed by Colonel Roy Crouch, a 
retired soldier who had become a jeweller. 4 It featured 
the Welsh dragon in bold relief. Two other Welsh symbols, 
the daffodil and leek were also included. Silversmiths 
Turner and Simpson of Birmingham manufactured the 
baton. In fact two were made in order to guard against 
accidents and one was later given to the organising 
committee Chairman Sir Godfrey Llewellyn.

The first baton bearer was Roger Bannister, winner 
of the mile race at the 1954 Vancouver Games. He was 
accompanied by three mile champion Chris Chataway 
and Peter Driver who had won the six miles at the same 
Games. 

Even for a relay which lasted less than a week, there was 
still a need for considerable logistical knowhow. The 
man put in charge was former Royal Navy Commander 
Frederick William Collins. He had organised the 1948 
Olympic torch relay.

From London the relay travelled through West 
London and then North through the Midlands towards 
Birmingham and Wolverhampton.

The schedule was so tight that travel continued 
throughout each night of its journey. It crossed the border 
at Chirk in North Wales. 

Then it was down through West Wales and along the 
South coast to Cardiff. The final runner was 1948 Olympic 
sprinter and Welsh Rugby International Ken Jones who 
presented it to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. The 
message from the Queen spoke of “welcome proof of 
the increasing value which is being placed today of 
physical strength and skill as an essential factor in the 
development of the whole man. I hope that many lasting 
friendships will grow”.5

There was a relay at the 1962 Games in Perth but this 
took a different form with Adelaide Harriers carrying a 
goodwill message from the Melbourne and Adelaide to 
Perth mayor Sir Harry Howard.

For the 1966 Games, a Queen’s Baton relay was re
introduced. The baton travelled from London to Kingston, 
Jamaica and this time it was here to stay.

In 1970, The Queen set the relay in motion from the 
Petitot Park in Yellowknife whilst on a visit to Canada. 
Abby Hoffman, a Canadian Olympian was the first bearer. 
It was carried across the Atlantic by air and around 
Scotland before it finally reached the host city Edinburgh.

In 1974 the Games in Christchurch, New Zealand began 
much earlier than normal in the calendar year.  The 
baton began its journey at Sandringham in Norfolk, 
where the Queen traditionally spends Christmas and the 
New Year.

The identity of the final bearer is often as closely 
guarded a secret as that of the cauldron lighter. In 
1978, Canada’s Olympic silver medallist Diane Jones
Konihowski was chosen. For the first time it had been 

decided that the Queen would open the Games. This 
meant that she would read the words she had consigned 
to the baton. On such occasions the speech is officially 
described an ‘address’.

Until the nineties, the passage of baton relay had 
been relatively low key. As with the Olympic torch in its 
early days, it was carried on foot. For the 1990 Games in 
Auckland, organisers arranged for it to visit Canada and 

The 14-year-old 

 runner John Rogers 

carries the baton on 

Welsh soil in 1958. 

Adjacent: sixty years 

on, Rogers displays 

his certificate for 

carrying the baton. 

Far left: the 1958 

British Empire and 

Commonwealth 

Games Queen’s Relay 

baton. 

Photos: Philip Barker, Graham 
Greasley and picture courtesy 
John Rogers 
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Australia before it arrived on New Zealand soil 6. The two 
parts of the baton were then separated to be carried 
through North and South Islands. On the final day they 
were reunited and carried ashore in Auckland harbour 
by Maori canoe. At the stadium there was another 
surprise. Equestrian sports have never been part of the 
Commonwealth Games but here the baton was brought 
in by New Zealand’s 1988 Olympic eventing Champion 
Mark Todd on his gold medal winning horse ‘Charisma’. 
The baton was passed to Peter Snell before the Queen’s 
youngest son Prince Edward read the message in his 
capacity as Commonwealth Games Federation President.

This example of using a competitor who had not taken 
part in the Commonwealth Games was followed in 1994 
when biathlete Miriam Bédard delivered the baton. For 
only the second time, and coincidentally also in Canada, 
her words were read by the Queen herself.7

In 1998, the Games were held in Kuala Lumpur. It was 
the first time had been held in Asia.There was a cultural 
display by a Malaysian group at Buckingham Palace 
before Badminton star Punch Gunalan began the relay to 
the host city of Kuala Lumpur. On the night of the opening 
ceremony, the journey even included an elephant ride.

The Queen’s Golden Jubilee coincided with the 2002 
Games in Manchester. According to tradition, Her 
Majesty Queen set the baton in motion at Buckingham 
Palace. She also watched as runners passed with the 
baton in Sheffield. It was transported into the City of 
Manchester stadium in spectacular style, carried by 
acrobat Linsey Butcher suspended from a balloon.8 It was 
then carried by Commonwealth champions from every 
continent before David Beckham accompanied young 
Kirsty Howard9 to present it to the Queen. The baton 
relay has become a valuable way of demonstration 
Commonwealth diversity.

The choice of participants has reflected this. When the 
baton for Glasgow 2014 was launched at Buckingham 
Palace, Monica Dzonzi, an ambassador for UNESCO in 
Malawi was chosen alongside 1980 Olympic 100 m 
champion Allan Wells. He had won Commonwealth gold 
in 1978 and 1982 and also carried the baton at the 1986 
opening ceremony in Edinburgh.

The relay was the prelude to a Commonwealth Games/
UNESCO fund raising initiative. This was spearheaded by 
Lord Puttnam with support from actors Ewen McGregor 
and Sir Roger Moore.

When the relay to the 2018 Gold Coast Games was 
begun, the focus was on the environment. The baton 
was made of wood and recycled plastic. Cody Simpson, 
a musician and environmental campaigner was chosen 
to carry the flame outside Buckingham Palace in London. 
Organisers were also keen to signal their respect for the 
original owners of the land on which the Games were to 
be staged. Ted Williams and Patricia O’ Connor, elders of 
the Yugambeh people took their place in the presentation 
party.

Cyclists Anna Meares and Victoria Pendleton were 
the first two bearers. In keeping with the strong 
environmental message supported by the Games, the 
baton itself included recycled plastic in its manufacture.

The 2018 relay visited every Commonwealth nation and 
territory over 288 days. When it reached Australia, some 
of the greatest names in Australian sport were invited to 
carry the baton in the last 100 days, amongst them Dawn 
Fraser, who was greeted by an enthusiastic welcome 
which almost blocked the progress of the relay. Marathon 
champion Michael Shelley was joined Nic Clarke, 
running proudly on behalf of his late father, Ron Clarke 
a legendary distance runner. Australia’s Channel Seven 
transmitted live coverage as part of their ‘Countdown to 
the Games’.

On the final day, the baton arrived on the beach with 
the lifeguard patrol. Protesters advocating greater 
recognition of Aboriginal land rights obstructed the 
progress of the relay in mid afternoon.10 After a delay of 
around half an hour, the runners resumed and the baton 
left for the stadium on time.

Australian hurdles star Sally Pearson delivered the 
message which was read by Prince Charles though sadly 
the following day, Pearson was forced to announce that 
injury would prevent her racing in the Games. �

1 Olympic Review, No. 27, June 1951

2 The Referee Sydney, 26th November 1936

3 Eyes toward Cardiff – Bernard Baldwin, Cardiff 1958

4 Official History of the 1958 British Empire and Commonwealth Games

5 Ibid.

6 1990 Commonwealth Games Organising Committee, Media release, 

October 1989   

7 Official History of the 1978 Commonwealth Games Edmonton. The 

Queen also opened the Commonwealth Games in 1994, 2002, 2006 

and 2014. During her reign, it has been more typical that she should 

close the Games and did so in 1970, 1974, 1982, 1986,1990, 1998 and 

2002. 

8 Manchester Evening News, 25th July 2002

9 Howard suffered a rare medical condition and had been befriended 

by Beckham when she acted as a mascot for an England World Cup 

qualifying match the previous year.

10 Channel 7 Australia, 4th April 2018

Ron Clarke’s son Nic 

was a baton carrier 

in 2018. 

Photo: Philip Barker 
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The flag was delivered 
by parachute

By Philip Barker  

Originally scheduled for the summer of 2017, the 
Mediterranean Games in Tarragona had been put back a 
year in the wake of financial and political uncertainty in 
the wake of an independence referendum in Catalonia.

The Games were opened by King Felipe of Spain who 
was greeted by protesters on his arrival at the stadium. 
Greece led the parade of 26 nations which included 
Portugal and Kosovo for the first time. Spain does not 
have diplomatic relations with Kosovo and it took 
strenuous efforts from the IOC and Tarragona organisers. 
Kosovo were forced to parade behind their National 
Olympic Committee flag instead of their national banner 
at the insistence of the Spanish government.

The official Mediterranean Games flag was delivered 
by parachute. It passed over the heads of athletes to the 
flag pole in a pleasing reminder of Barcelona 1992 when a 
giant Olympic flag stretched out over the infield.

 26 priestesses, one for each of the competing nations 
danced with miniature vases took part in a water 
ceremony recalling the water relay of an amphora from 
Empuries to the Montjuïch Stadium when Barcelona 
hosted the 1955 Mediterranean Games.

Melanie Santos of Portugal won the first gold medal 
of the Games in women’s triathlon. This was held at 
Altafulla, one of many local communities which hosted 
competitions.

In the pool, Spain’s Olympic swimming champion 
Mireia Belmonte collected a medal of each colour. 

Pietro Mennea’s 38 year old championship record for the 
200 m finally fell to Ramil Guliyev of Turkey in a time of 
20.15 seconds.

Three variations of Boules sports were on show. A gold 
medal for San Marino’s flamboyant Enrico Dall’Olmo in 
Raffa Volo, a variant of boules. The sport is hoping that 
they will catch the eye of Paris 2024 organisers before they 
propose their programme to the IOC.

Tarragona had been criticized for poor attendances 
at many events but there were large and enthusiastic 
crowds to see Italy’s men beat Spain for the volleyball 
gold, the last of the Games.

The new aquatic centre and Palau d’ Ésport at Campclar 
on the ‘Anella Mediterranis’ or Olympic ring are seen as 
part of the legacy of the Games. Both were in public use 
less than a month after the Games had come to an end.

 As the Games closed the ceremonial flag was passed 
to Oran in Algeria. They will stage the next Mediterranean 
Games in 2021. �

Melanie Santos 

from Portugal won 

the first gold medal 

of Tarragona 2018 

in triathlon. 

The flags of all 

c ompeting nations 

on stage in 

 Tarragona. 

Photos: Philip Barker
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In 1972, we lived in Guayaquil, Ecuador. I remember the 
“Family Olympiad” of our German neighbours in October. 
It was a matter of carrying out various sporting activities to 
win a medal. Water taps were used, provided with a chain 
and painted in gold, silver and bronze. To win a medal, 
spoons had to be got out of the swimming pool, sack races 
and to take potatoes on a spoon as quickly as possible 
over a distance to the finish line without them falling off. 

At that time I was eight years old. On television we 
watched – in black and white – extracts of the Opening 
Ceremony of the Munich Games. I still remember exactly 
how fascinated I was!  At that time the world for me was 
gigantic and Europe as far away as the moon. That one 
day I would myself experience such a celebration was 
unimaginable for me. 

Also present was a female friend of the neighbouring 
family, who had just returned from Germany. She 
wore a light blue Tshirt with the logo of the Munich 
Olympics, and on her key ring hung a “Waldi”. This 
little dachshund and the logo on the Tshirt had my full 
attention. I pestered the lady with questions. Later, a 
book about the Munich Games appeared on a shelf in 

our house. Again and again I looked at it.  Eight years 
later, the father of a school friend was a delegate of the 
Ecuadorian Olympic team which took part in Moscow. His 
son knew that I was keenly interested in it and gave me a 
pin from these Games. He had received it from his father 
and I still own it today. That this pin would one day be 
part of a collection comprising 60,000 objects, I was of 
course unaware at that time.  

From 1977 to 1983 my life consisted, besides school, 
of daily training and weekend tournaments in riding. I 
loved my sport! Together with our Chilean trainer we 
trained the fourlegged animals into dressage, show 
jumping and 3days Event horses. They were mostly 
English thoroughbreds. As for all sportsmen who train 
a great deal, my greatest wish was to take part in the 
Olympic Games. In 1983 we left South America and moved 
to Europe. Taking leave of my two horses was especially 
hard for me. 

My first stop was in Hamburg where I sat my Abitur. In 
autumn 1984 I began the study of business management 
at the University of Sankt Gallen in my new homeland 
of Switzerland. As a second educational path, I decided 

The learning of a new world  
language – ‘Olympian’
How good design influenced and changed the Games

By Markus Osterwalder   

The exhibition 

OLYMPIC LANGUAGE 

can be seen in

The Olympic 

Museum, 

Quai d’Ouchy 1, 

1006 Lausanne 

until 17th March 

2019. Entry is free. 

Further information 

can be found under 

www.olympic.org/

museum

The entry to the 

 Olympic Museum in 

Lausanne. As sign-

posts are the symbols 

of Mexico 1968, 

Los Angeles 1984 

and ‘Cobi’, the 

 mascot of the Games 

of  Barcelona ’92. 

Photo: Philip Barker 
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in 1989 to become a graphic designer. Everything was 
about good design, typography, colours and shapes. 
For my final work at the college I combined my two 
favourite themes: design and Olympic Games (especially 
equestrianism). 

 
Lillehammer ‘94 – the beginning of a passion

 
In my research the first thing on the programme was the 
Olympic Library in Lausanne. On my arrival, the freshly 
delivered file with the design outlines for the 1994 
Winter Games was being unpacked. I was allowed to be 
one of the first to look at this wonderful work. What a 
great, inspiring piece of work! 

With that the decision had been taken: my final work 
should be an exhibition whose theme would be the 
development of Olympic design. I was highly motivated, 
and the result was a great success with excellent marks. 

As early as 1992 I wanted at all costs to travel to Barcelona 
to experience the Games on site, yet as a “poor student”, 
I neither had enough money nor lodging to fulfil this 
wish. But I undertook to be present in Lillehammer in 
1994. 

There remained another year and a half for me to earn 
the necessary money. In February 1994 it was at last 
reached: what splendid Games! The Opening Ceremony 
was a fabulous winter fairy tale with brilliant ideas at 
temperatures under minus 20°C. I could scarcely believe 
that I was permitted to experience these moments. The 
Games exceeded my expectations by far. 

Norway, and especially Lillehammer, with its well
founded design concept reshaped the image of the 
country world wide – as a state which consciously 
concerns itself with its environment, whose people 
understand themselves as a part of nature and love sport 
above all. Norway presented itself as a people who lay 
value on traditions and good design. And me? I was from 
then on the greatest fan of the Norwegians! 

In Lillehammer I had the opportunity to get to know 
Ashley Booth in person. She was chief designer of the 
‘DesignGruppen ‘94’ and responsible for the design of 

the Winter Games. In conversation with her, I began 
to understand all that was necessary to achieve such 
a result. That I would meet Ashley 24 years later in a 
substantial interview was not predictable. She told me 
about an exhibition taking place at the same time in Oslo 
about the design of the Games, which of course did not 
escape me. 

 Corporate Design – the Games as a model 
 

From then on, Olympic Games were a firm part of the 
calendar. I saw my tasks as follows: to document the 
Games photographically regarding their design, to 
collect printed matter, entry tickets, posters and valuable 
souvenirs as well as to conduct interviews with the 
responsible designers. 

All these activities were, and are supposed, to con
tribute to understanding comprehensively the design 
concept, all the elements of design and applications, the 
difficulties and finally the implementation. This concept 
has proved itself to be correct over  the years. 

In spring 1994, I learned that in the Olympic Museum in 
Lausanne an ‘Olympic Collector‘s Fair’ would take place. 
I intended to attend it. I will never forget how impressed 
I was when I first stepped onto the great hall on the 
Museum roof. When I saw the many books, medals, 
torches, mascots, pins, etc., in one place I felt as if I were 
in Paradise. 

I concentrated mainly on the Official Reports. Very 
quickly I realised that with this work I could cover a large 
part of the information. One must not forget how hard it 
was in the mid1990s to obtain information without the 
Internet. Books remained the best source, in addition to 
rules, newsletters, bulletins, brochures and much more.  

ISOH General 
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The Olympic Museum sold, during the ‘Olympic 
Collector‘s Fair’, several rare printed products from its 
archives which for collectors were real highlights. It 
was possible to get  rare books which, even today, are 
of great historical value. Among others, I acquired the 
Design Handbook of Lillehammer 1994, that book that 
I had seen two years earlier in the library in Lausanne. A 
milestone for me.

The annual worldwide ‘Olympic Collector’s Fair’ 
became inexhaustible sources of information. One 
must know the following: many collectors invest for a 
hobby much leisure time and energy in one or several 
special themes. Not a few of them mature by becoming 
genuine specialists. They know all the details and have 
available important information which cannot be found 
in any book. The exchange of knowledge became more 
and more important for me. Without noticing, I myself 
became an expert. The network of collectors remains for 
me today an important source.

First hand info – at the last minute

The stories about Olympic heroes pulled me into their 
spell. I searched deliberately for often forgotten athletes 
to interview them and to record their life stories. It was 
obvious to begin in Switzerland. 

I wanted to start with sports I know well: riding, tennis 
and skiing. What great meetings I experienced while 
doing this: Henri Chammartin, Olympic champion in 
dressage riding in Tokyo 1964, was the first on my list. He 
was the idol of my youth and always a sporting model for 
me. Unfortunately, he died six months after our meeting. 
I am still grateful that I had the chance to get to know 
him. 

I became aware of how important it is to conduct such 
interviews, for with the death of such personalities, 
often a piece of history gets lost irrevocably. I wished I 
had more time to retain all these stories – it is a ‘Never 
Ending Story’. 

Besides the sportsmen and sportswomen, my focus 
was on the designers who extensively influenced ‘their’ 

Games. On this wish list were names like: Eduardo 
Terrazas (Mexico 1968), Gerhard Joksch (pictograms 
Munich 1972), Elena Winschermann (mascot ‘Waldi’, 
Munich 1972), Javier Mariscal (mascot ‘Cobi’, Barcelona 
1992), Sarah Rosenbaum (pictograms Lillehammer 
1994), Brad Copeland (Look of the Games, Atlanta 1996), 
Theodora Mantzaris (emblem of Athens 2004), and many 
more. 

The interviews with them made it possible for me 
to look behind the scenes. They formed the base of my 
existing knowledge to understand better the complex 
connections of the Corporate Designs of the Games.  

My collection became more and more important as a 
reliable source of information, for on the Internet; sadly, 
there circulate many false ‘facts’ and incorrect graphics. 
Regrettable is the fact that these mistakes are duplicated 
many times and establish themselves in the heads of 
the users. I wanted to help. I decided to compose a book 
about this subject.

Olympic Collector‘s Catalog – the Manaus Group 
 

In May 2009 the ‘Olympic Collector‘s Fair’ took place in 
Warsaw. The talk was already of a project in which the 
different Olympic collection areas were to be summarised 
by various experts in a series of publications. Thereupon, I 
created a design concept for the series of books. 

Behind the idea was one of the most significant 
collectors of Olympic memorabilia: Roberto Gesta de Melo 
from Manaus in Brazil. We agreed that I was to present 
my ideas to him in August 2009 during the Athletics 
World Championships in Berlin, which I did. In November 
2009 and in March 2010, Roberto invited a large group of 
specialists to his house in Amazonia to debate the future 
of collector activity. We agreed to publish books under the 
name Olympic Collector’s Catalog and let our knowledge 
be incorporated. I received the task of designing and 
producing the books. 

In the meantime, Rio de Janeiro had been awarded 
the Games of the XXXI Olympiad.  What had initially 
been regarded as a blessing developed into a curse. We 
lost our Brazilian supporter, as not he but a rival was 
chosen as the main sponsor of the Games. For us that 
was very regrettable. We at least managed to produce the 
first volume about the Official Reports. How things will 
continue with this project stands in the stars.  
 
Rio 2016 – Design & Utopia dos Jogos 
 
For the purpose of preparation of the various subject areas 
of the Official Reports, I had the chance to photograph 
many Olympic collections worldwide and to research their 
archives. That was a job to which I was fully committed. 

Additionally, it was very pleasant to establish how 
willingly the collectors wanted to get involved in this 
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project. In doing this I learned a great deal and was able 
to extend my knowledge. Further sources of knowledge 
are the various auction houses in the area of Olympic 
memorabilia.  

In March 2016 an event agency from Rio de Janeiro 
asked me if I would curate an exhibition on the theme of 
‘Design and Utopia of the Games’, enlarged with objects 
from my collection. Initially I was very sceptical, for the 
idea of sending objects from my collection to Rio caused 
me discomfort, also as that involved high costs. 

After long consideration I decided on this solution: 
instead of sending objects, we reproduced many three 
dimensional pictures, the high resolution pictures 
which I had already produced of each object. Without 
these photos it would no longer have been possible in 
this short time to put together an exhibition. Via Skype 
we communicated regularly for several weeks, until I had 
recounted all the contents to those responsible at the 
event agency. 

For reasons of space we agreed to present in the muse
um only five Summer Games, namely, Tokyo 1964, Mexico 
1968, Munich 1972, Los Angeles 1984 and Barcelona 1992. 

 ‘Olympic Language – 
Exploring the Look of the Games’
 
At the vernissage there were also representatives of the 
Olympic Culture and Heritage Department of the IOC.  We 
discussed the exhibition and my collection. I was very 
surprised by how interested they were in my knowledge 
and my objects. At this time I still knew nothing about 
the plans of the Olympic Museum to mount an exhibition 
from April 2018 on a similar subject.  

This exhibition was in fact supposed to be conceived by 
the German curator Martin Roth, at that time Director of 
the Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A) in London. Yet it did 

not occur, as Great Britain meantime was voting about 
leaving the European Union (Brexit). After the ‘No’ of the 
Britons, this convinced European Roth to resign his post 
as Director, which made more it difficult for cooperation 
between London and Lausanne. The contract was 
cancelled. 

In Rio the IOC representatives agreed to meet with me 
in Eastern Switzerland and to examine my collection and 
the archive. In early December 2016, I received the visit of 
a fourperson delegation. The actual reason for the visit 
remained concealed from me. 

About the same time, I found a publisher for the book 
project. The theme ‘Olympic Games – The Design’, an 
extensive work, which will deal with the history of the 
graphics at the Games. At the preliminary discussions 
it came out that I had first to clarify the question of 
copyright with the IOC. That occurred in early January 2017.  

A short time after the presentation, I was asked whether 
I would like to curate the planned exhibition ‘Olympic 
Language – Exploring the Look of the Games’. What a 
chance! I did not have to consider it long and assured 
my participation. In early March the first of  frequent 
meetings took place. The cooperation turned out to be 
very pleasant. Only the time constraints were tight. In the 
focus of the exhibition was to be the 50 year jubilee of 
the Games of Mexico 1968. That fitted in well, for Mexico 
played an essential role in my thoughts.  

Quickly, however, everyone was aware that we could 
only narrate a small part of history.  It was difficult to 
reduce the themes to the essential. In the choice of the 
Games to be presented, the decision fell on Tokyo 1964 
(emergence of the first modern pictograms), Mexico 1968 
(Jubilee Games), Munich 1972 (use of design guidelines 
and grids), Los Angeles 1984 (Look of the Games), 
Lillehammer 1994 (a strong environmental concept), 
Athens 2004 (Storytelling), London 2012 (the controversy 
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of the logos), Tokyo 2020 (Look into the future), and the 
first design ideas for the 3rd Winter Youth Olympic Games 
in Lausanne 2020. 

I would rather have exhibited Barcelona 1992 rather 
than London 2012, yet in the course of discussions London 
1948, Rome 1960, Grenoble 1968 and Calgary 1988 came 
into play. Not to forget: the history of the Olympic rings 
and their development. 
 
Tokyo 1964 – Birth of the Pictograms 
 
I began straight away to occupy myself with Tokyo 
1964. An enquiry of a TOP partner of the IOC asked if I 
would be able to help out with an exhibition planned 
for October 2017 in Tokyo on the theme ‘The Passion –
Creativity toward the Olympic and Paralympic Games’. My 
contribution was the contents and graphics of the 1964 
Games. 

The special thing about these Olympics were the 
preconditions. As was well known, Japan, after losing 
the Second World War had lost a lot of its national pride 
and with the Games of 1964 it had the possibility again of 
stepping into the spotlight of world publicity . 

In the 1950s a group of young talented designers 
had established themselves and were invited to the 
competitions for the various graphic projects. That was 
the birth of modern, reduced graphics which persist 
today. From the necessity of developing for non
Japanese visitors a generally understood language, there 
arose the first nonverbal strongly stylised pictograms. 
The typography became an important design element of 
the appearance. Among the outstanding designers were 
Yusaku Kamekura and Masaru Katsumi. 

Munich 1972 – colours, typography, 
grids and picture language
 
Munich was next in line. I had already read much about 
these Games. It occurred to me that Otl Aicher, who 
died in 1991, was described as the single designer of the 
whole design. I was also aware that such a great result 
could only be achieved with teamwork. I succeeded in 
finding and interviewing several participating designers 
of the then department XI (visual design) so that I could 
wrest after more than four decades their biographies 
from anonymity. The exhibition offered an outstanding 
opportunity for accomplishing that. 

What was special about Munich was the consistent use 
of colours, typography, grids and picture language – at 
that time an absolute novelty. I was always a big fan of 
Aicher’s works and his conceptional abilities. Yet, during 
the research, it occurred to me that he consciously had 
collected the laurels for the whole project for himself 
alone.  

It was the idea of the President of the Organising 
Committee, Willi Daume, for Munich to set a counterpoint 
to Berlin 1936. These Games in the ‘new Germany’ were 
above all to be ‘heiter’ (cheerful), which also meant 
abandoning heavy colours – like red and black. Aicher 
captured these intentions. Initially, he decided on three 
colours, which were to symbolise the Bavarian landscape: 
light blue stood for the summer sky, green for the Alpine 
pastures, silver for the shimmering lakes. He chose in 
addition yellow, which he thought stimulating. In the 
end seven colours came out. 

Aicher and his team gave Munich an unmistakable 
image. They created an artistic synthesis of modern 
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graphics, which is considered a prime example of 
conceptional and consistent Corporate Design. Until the 
present day, it serves as an inspiration. For instance, 
for Deborah Sussman, the designer of Los Angeles 1984. 
She studied at the College of Design in Ulm under the 
direction of Aicher. One of her lecturers was also Petter 
Moshus, who worked in 1972 in the design office for the 
Olympic sailing competitions in Kiel, and later became 
the Design Director for Lillehammer 1994. 

Highlights of these Games were also the sport 
pictograms and the sport posters, developed by Gerhard 
Joksch. Not to forget: Elena Winschermann, who 
conceived the mascot ‘Waldi’ and designed posters for 
the torch relay. 
 
Mexico 1968 – the Design Controversy
 
Next point: Mexico 1968. These Games became my 
problem child. To be sure I had read a great deal 
about them, especially about Lance Wyman, who 
had published several books. After the Games he had 
marketed himself and spread his message worldwide in 
the digital media. Often he appeared at congresses and 
in seminars, and he was always present in prestigious 
design magazines. I admired him for his creative work on 
1968 and I yearned to meet him in New York. 

When I began to research intensively about Mexico, 
I discovered a book that had appeared in 2008 in 
connection with the 40 year jubilee of the Games, 
celebrated with an exhibition in the Museum of Modern 
Art in Mexico City. I asked a Mexican friend to obtain it for 
me as quickly as possible. When I held it in my hands, I 
was completely unsettled. I had to realise that the design 
history of 1968 was completely different from what I had 
known.  

It was obvious: in the course of the years a great dis
crepancy between the copyright and the responsibilities 
had arisen. Many contradictory statements were obvious. 
The chronological course of the creative works, as I knew 
it until then, could not fit in this fashion. How was I to 
curate an exhibition about this important theme without 
knowing the exact history? 

Despite the pressure of time, I decided to investigate 
the matter thoroughly. A visit to Wyman and Terrazas 
seemed to me unavoidable. I was well prepared and had 
printed out all the themes on sheets of paper in order to 
speak precisely about every theme with those involved. 
I undertook to be as neutral and impartial as I could and 
only to research to find the truth. 

First I flew to New York where I met Wyman in his office 
in Manhattan. The meeting was extremely pleasant. We 
conversed for several hours until we had dealt with all 
the themes. Apart from a few exceptions, everything 
that had been known to me for years seemed to be 
confirmed.

Next came the journey to Mexico City where I met 
Terrazas, then Director of Urban Design – today his 
position would be described as Creative Director of 
the Games. Our conversation lasted over eight hours. 
Terrazas was well prepared and even put his archive 
at my disposal. The story I now heard was, for me, 
completely different. 

It concerned the starting point in July 1966 when 
Pedro Ramírez Vázquez took over the direction of the 
Organising Committee. There remained only two years 
until the opening of the Games. From the start, the 
Mexicans were under pressure of time, and the IOC was 
several times close to removing the Games from them. 

Results were now asked for. Ramírez Vázquez, who 
shortly before had conceived the Anthropological 
Museum in Mexico City, knew exactly how he would 
successfully prepare the Games. His sense of design 
and aesthetics, his feeling for human beings and his 
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organisational talent were the best preconditions. 
He formed a young team of tested people who had 
realised projects together with him in the past. His 
most important colleagues were Terrazas and Beatrice 
Trueblood, the Director of Publications. Both were made 
responsible for the entire design.

In order to master the challenge, more creative brains 
were recruited. Among them was Wyman, who was 
invited by Terrazas in December 1966 to a two week trial 
period to establish if he fitted in to the team. 

Wyman’s version ran differently. He had taken part in 
a competition and won it. However: such a competition 
cannot be proved, and probably the time for it was not 
available. Whatever: in early 1967 Wyman’s activity began 
and was finished as early as  autumn. From then on, he 
worked for the architect Ricardo Legorreta, who built the 
IOC Hotel Camino Real.  

On Terrazas’s recommendation, I met with Beatrice 
Trueblood who confirmed this version. This Lithuanian is 
an extremely competent writer, answered my questions 
in great detail, and backed them up with documents. 
She is writing a book about the design history of 
the Games, for which the archive of the Organising 
Committee is at her disposal. 

The crux of all the questions remained: who in fact 
had the idea of the logo on which the Olympic rings were 
combined with the figure 68? This brilliant idea was 

the origin of the entire appearance of Mexico 1968. My 
findings are: the basic idea came from Ramírez Vázquez. 
Terrazas looked after the continuation of the lines and 
he used as a template an artwork of the Huijol Indians. 
Nor is the influence of Optical Art (Op art), popular in the 
1960s, to be dismissed out of hand. It was Wyman who, 
from then on, transformed the ideas of his boss and 
completed the final artwork. 

As occurs so often in art, the copyright of the Mexico 
logo does lie with just one person. In my view it is a 
typical example of teamwork. All further versions of 
the entire appearance – sport pictograms, pictograms 
of the Cultural Olympiad, posters, the choice of colours, 
typography and much else – were developed mainly in 
the team. Now all that was left for me was the task of 
rewriting the history according to my best knowledge. 
The result can be seen in Lausanne. 

One should also know that the Organising Committee 
of 1968 did not have a great deal of financial backing. 
For that reason, inexpensive and creative solutions were 
sought. There arose impressive artworks, one of which 
was balloons filled with helium and printed with the 
typical Mexico design, which one saw in the city, in front 
of many public buildings and at the airport. 

I wanted to repeat Terrazas’ idea in Lausanne. Yet for 
that I had first to find the producer at the time, and in 
the end I succeeded. 
 
Lillehammer 1994 – in keeping with nature 
 
Next stop Lillehammer: for these Winter Games I could 
draw from my full collection and research. One of the 
highlights was the pictograms of Sarah Rosenbaum, as 
for the first time she narrated stories which led to roots 
of skiing in Norway. A great invention which also paid 
for itself financially. The pictograms were extensively 
marketed and used on hundreds of souvenirs. 
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Lillehammer ‘94 is a genuine success story, which also 
set new standards for future Games. All newly designed 
elements engaged with Norwegian culture and the 
mentality of the inhabitants. 
 
Los Angeles 1984 – 
Graphic design in gigantic dimensions
 
LA 84 is also an outstanding example of how a good 
design can positively influence the Olympic Games. Until 
the start of 1983, there existed only one logo: ‘Stars in 
motion’. There was the mascot ‘Sam’, this typically 
American eagle, and the sport pictograms. All these basic 
elements were in the colours of the US flag – red, white, 
and blue.

The complete design was more or less boring and 
unspectacular, until Deborah Sussman, a pioneer in the 
field of environmental graphic design, came into play. 
Her work integrated graphic design into architectonic and 
public spaces. 

In addition, one must know that many sports venues in 
Los Angeles already existed before the Games; however, 
they were getting old. For that reason, the firm of 
Sussman & Prejza got the task of visually improving them. 
That was the birth of the ‘Look of the Games’.

Sussman understood how to solve this task in a playful 
way. She performed a great work which became a new 
Olympic milestone. Inspired by the southern Californian 
and Mexican joy in life, there arose a palette of colours, 
which extensively characterised the Games.

  
Athens 2004 – the perfect ‘Storytelling’
 
The Greeks were able to draw on a culture stretching 
back several thousand years and took full advantage. 
Theodora Mantzaris, the Chief Designer of the Image 
Department of the Organising Committee, succeeded 

with her team magnificently in combining this heritage 
in a quite modern and special way. 

All elements of the complete appearance tell a story, 
and they were optimally calibrated with one another. 
Fine examples are the pictograms which were inspired 
by antique vases. They were pictured on various 
fragments of clay. 
 
London 2012 – the different logo

London 2012 was remarkable for the introduction of a 
logo which was so unusual that it sparked protests in 
the press, television and radio, and on social media. The 
expectations of the creative brains were in Great Britain 
so high that a failure was almost preprogrammed. 
Yet I find the idea good to leave the familiar ways. It 
was however obvious that large parts of the British 
population were unable to cope. 

The weakness, and at the same time, the strength of the 
logo was the number 2012, which forms the outline of 
the sign. Obviously, not all could come to terms with it. 
A further peculiarity was that the logo functioned like a 
picture frame and its content fitted in.

The whole appearance is based on the thought of 
British pop culture. Yet this is, only through a large 
number of lines, hardly recognisable.  

Finally, the new logo of Tokyo 2020, is being presented 
in the exhibition in a special film. With that the circle to 
1964 is closed – once round the entire planet. In these 
54 years, Olympic Design developed into a new world 
language, which is understood by many, if not quite 
all.�
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In May 1968, we assembled in Christchurch, to start our 
training for the Olympic Games. An 8, a coxed four plus a 
reserve oarsman had been selected.

The 8 was the No. 1 crew, assured of going to the Games, 
following strong performances overseas in 1967.

The four – Dick Joyce (stroke), Dudley Storey, myself, and 
Warren Cole (bow), with Simon Dickie as coxswain, were 
considered ‘the leftovers’, not good enough for the 8.

But I think that the selectors got it right. They picked 
a very good 8, and a very good 4. And initially, because 
the 8 was going to the Games, but we had to prove we 
were fast enough to be selected. This added to the 
determination of us to prove we should go.

So we had to undergo a rigorous training but not would 
not know if we would be selected, or not, until July. 

And we had made such an effort to get there. Giving up 
jobs, families, big monetary losses while we trained. 

But maybe this just added to our determination to 
ensure the boat was fast enough to be selected, and that 
we hadn’t just wasted 2 months or so, for nothing.

I certainly did not consider myself a leftover, and was 
quite happy to be in the 4, a boat I was most familiar 
with. And the successes of the rest of the crew in national, 
and international events, made me confident this was 
the best choice, for all of us.

Initially, we were terrible. Fell out of the boat on our first 
training row. Schoolboy error, in front of the selectors. And 
off we went, rattling and rolling, rowing like ‘a bag full of 
arseholes’ , in rowing speak.

But we persevered, changed the seating within the 
boat. And, every row, we got better and better, and faster 
and faster. Confidence and belief add so much to the 
speed of a boat, without expanding energy

And so, on 1st July, we gathered around a radio, 
listening to the official announcement of the  team 
that would represent New Zealand at the 1968 Olympic 
Games. And our names were read out. We were on our 
way!

We were greeted by a Mariachi band at the airport. 
I just loved Mexico. The Olympic Village, the food, the 

colour, the noise. Our rooms were great. And just soaking 
up the atmosphere of the village, national flags flying. All 
those different tracksuits and uniforms.

We welcomed the arrival of the Italian team with a hail 
of water bombs from our 6th floor windows.

I still treasure memories of trips to regattas in a bus or 
van. The banter, the joking, the camaraderie. Just being 
with a bunch a wonderful group of family. Or I think of 
those guys as family.

Training was going well. Our confidence was high. The 
boat was going faster and faster. But we were under the 
radar back home. Any publicity was about our 8, so we 
were just quietly going on doing our thing.

Race day: Our first real race together. Good first 1000 m, 
not so good second 1000 m. Straight through to semi
finals.

Semifinal: Great start, good first 1000 m, and a more 
solid second 1000.

Finals: I do remember the atmosphere that enveloped 
our crew, as we prepared to hit the water for our race. It 

Mexican 
Experiences
By Ross Collinge

Richard ‘Dick’ Fosbury (USA) 
 

Although the Games already lie many 

years in the past, I am again and 

again astonished anew. It is simply 

unimaginable for me that a jumping 

style which I thought up found so many 

imitators who today master it far better 

than I ever could quite alone and for my 

own advantage. It was not at all that I set 

out to make a big invention. It was quite 

purely by chance that I came upon the Flop 

and finally developed it to such precision 

that I became Olympic champion. 

Perhaps it would never have become so 

popular without the spectacular showplace 

of the Olympic Games in Mexico. Yet I believe 

that the Flop makes a particular impression 

on the beginners, as if it were easier to 

learn. I think that this flying movement 

looks as if it could be fun. 

Mohamed Gammoudi (TUN)

I was in Mexico in 1967 and spent ten 

days in Flagstaff and 16 in Font Romeu in 

order not to sink at the Games and give a 

good account of myself. I wanted to win 

the 10,000 metres in Mexico, but did not 

have the strength in the last terrible lap to 

overcome the effects of altitude. Temu and 

Wolde were better.

The 5000 m was a little different. In the 

heat I was lucky to get through despite a 

slow time. Yet I was not scared although I 

had seen what had happened to many 

runners from the lowlying countries.

In the final I was a little careful at the 

start. I was not worried, but every lap felt 

stronger and more secure. When the bell 
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was palpable. Rusty, our coach, was wise enough not to 
say anything at all. (we had gone through our raceplan 
the night before) So there was total silence, but you could 
just feel the energy and determination.

A perfect start, lots of boatrun. Did our big piece of 30 
strokes at around 750M, broke the field open, and then 
stayed in front. We felt at altitude, it was best to lead out, 
then hopefully, stay there.

And it worked.
I have never felt exhaustion like I did at the finish of 

this race. Altitude affected lots of competitors, over lots of 
sports, and rowing was no exception. But I think that you 
recover faster, if you have won.

So now our race was over, we could watch other sporting 
events. The Fosbury Flop. Bob Beamon’s huge leap in the 
longjump. Black power salutes. Going to  the cycling 
road races, hockey, 100m, 200m, 4x 100m relay at the 
stadium. Watching Ron Clarke, the great Aussie runner 
being hounded by a group of Kenyans. There just ran 
him down. So many memories. I wish I had gone to see 
the marathon runners arriving back at the stadium, and 
cheered in Tanzania’s John Akhwari.

The Closing Ceremony: So much noise. Massed mariachi 
bands. Huge fireworks display. Marching round the 
stadium. I couldn’t believe it was me doing this. But it 
was. How lucky am I? �

rang for the last lap I knew I could win 

against Keino although it became a hard 

disputed race until the last stride.

Viktor Saneyev (URS)

The first Olympic victory was the most 

beautiful. Five times in this competition 

the world record of Józef Schmidt was 

improved – something that will not be 

repeated so quickly. There are always 

excellent athletes like the Italian Giuseppe 

Gentile or the Brazilian Nelson Prudencio. 

But so many at once, that was unique.

And yet the competitors in the final 

were not at all psychologically prepared 

for such performances. Immediately after 

the competition I went to the long jumpers 

where I saw the incredible leap of Bob 

Beamon. If we had stepped up after that 

we would certainly have cleared 17.70 m. So 

much we were inspired by that result.

Sources: 

Volker Kluge's interviews 

from 1971 to 1980.

 Xochimilco, 

19 October 1968: 

the victory ceremony 

for the New Zealand 

coxed fours 

(second from left: 

Ross Collinge). 

Photo: Official Report  
Mexico 1968 
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The oldest gold medallist in athletics is the 95-year-
old American Harrison Dillard, who 70 years ago at 
the Olympic Games in London won the 100 m and who 
in addition was part of the victorious 4x100 m relay. 

 
Mr. Dillard, how did you occupy yourself on Saturday 31 st 
July 1948 at 15.45 GMT?

I was standing in London at the start of the 100 m final. 
This experience burnt itself into my mood. I started 
perfectly and won in 10.3 seconds after a finish line 
photo decision.   

In addition you equalled the Olympic record of Jesse 
Owens, who had won twelve years earlier in Berlin. 

Correct. At that moment I was his successor, for 
between 1936 and 1948 because of the war no Olympics 
could take place. Something better, more beautiful, 
greater than the Olympic victory could not have 
happened for me on that day. After the race Jesse came 
into my changing room to congratulate me. As he did so 
he said: “I knew you could do it.” With that race many of 
my dreams were fulfilled. 

Which were? 
You must know that Jesse Owens was my childhood 
idol.  He was ten years older, and was in Cleveland at the 
same Technical High School. When he came back from 
the Berlin Games, I was standing with other children at 
the reception parade at the edge of the road. I will never 
forget how he waved to me from the back seat of the open 
car and winked. “Hello, children, how are you?” he said. 
I was extremely moved that he spoke to us. Then I darted 
off home and said to my mother, I would like to become 
Jesse Owens. I would like to achieve the same as this man, 
who had won four gold medals in Berlin. 

When I later on understood the political sensitivity, 
Owens became my hero for life. With his victories he 
contradicted in Hitler’s home and before his eyes his lie 
about the superiority of an Aryan race. Jesse was a giant! 

  
And also your best sprinter in history? 

Measured by time that can only be Usain Bolt. After all, 
he holds the world record. Yet I maintain that if Jesse 
Owens had run under the same conditions as Bolt, he 
would have been unbeatable. 

Harrison Dillard: 
“Wow, all for my sake!” 
By Gunnar Meinhardt  

London 1948: the 

American Harrison 

Dillard won the 

100 m final in the 

outside lane in 

10.3 seconds. Second 

was his compatriot 

Barney Ewell (No. 70). 

Bronze went to 

Lloyd LaBeach from 

Panama. 
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  Did you ever run against Owens? 
Once, over low hurdles. It was a show race in which of 

course he sprinted away from me. But I will never forget 
when he gave me running shoes. That was in 1941. When 
he saw how damaged my shoes were he said: “Just a 
moment, I’ll be right back.” He went to the changing 
room and brought me a brand new pair. They fitted like 
magic as we had the same shoe size. 

  
No wonder that you succeeded him as king of the 
sprinters. 

For that however, I needed a large number of guardian 
angels. 

  
To what extent? 

In 1943 I had to join the army. I was in the 92nd infantry 
division, also known as the Buffalo Soldiers, a unit that 
only consisted of AfroAmericans. One year later we 
landed in Italy. We were supposed to push the Italian and 
German troops northwards. For eight months in the most 
severe fighting conditions, I experienced unbelievable 
amounts of suffering and hatred. We fired with machine 
guns, threw hand grenades. 

  
Did you kill people?

Not as far as I know. But every day it could have been 
me. Several times I escaped death. I went to war because 
we were fighting for our country and freedom. We were 
proud to be an exclusively AfroAmerican unit, and we 
wanted to be successful in what we had to do.  

  
Were you also in Germany?  

Directly after the end of the Second World War. I was 
waiting to be sent home, when we were told that soldiers 
were sought for competitions in football, baseball, 
basketball and in athletics. Of course, I volunteered and 
started in September 1946 in Frankfurt am Main with 
the ‘G.I. –Olympia’, as the competitions were described 

by our superiors. I won over 100 metres and 110 metres 
hurdles. 

The second time I was invited in 1986 to the ISTAF 
meeting in Berlin. In connection with the 50th 

anniversary of the 1936 Olympics the 100 m final had 
been dedicated to Jesse Owens. 

In the sprint hurdles you were considered unbeatable 
for a long time. Until the US trials of 1948 you won 82 
races in sequence. It was the longest successful series in 
athletics. You were only surpassed by Edwin Moses with 
107 victories over 400 metre hurdles. Why did you leave 
out the hurdles in 1948?

At the time I held world records for 120 and 220yard 
hurdles with 13.6 and 22.3 seconds. But at the trials at 
London something unbelievable happened. I failed. I 

Happy: Harrison 

 Dillard and Barney 

Ewell after the 100 m 

race in Wembley 

 Stadium. 

Photos: Official Report 1948, 
Volker Kluge Archive 

The oldest Olympic champion is a Finn
 

After the death of 107yearold MienSchopmanKlaver 

(JOH, Vol. 25, 2/2017, pp. 2831), in 1932 in Los Angeles 

reserve of the Dutch 4x100 m relay squad, the US canoeist 

John Lysak (born 16th August 1914) at 104 became the oldest 

Olympic participant. At the 1936 Games in Berlin he came 

seventh. 

The oldest female participant and Olympic champion is 

the 98 year old Finnish crosscountry skier Lydia Wideman

Lehtonen, followed by the Hungarian gymnast Ágnes Keleti 

(five times gold in 1952 and 1956/born 9th January 1921). 

The oldest male medallist is Folke Alnevik (born 31st 

December 1919), who won bronze with the Swedish 4x400 

m relay team in 1948.  (VK)

Finnish cross- 

country skier Lydia 

Wideman (Gold 1952) 

is now the oldest 

 Olympic champion. 

She reached the age 

of 98 on 17th May.  

Photo: Official Report Oslo, 1952
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banged into the very first hurdle, knocked over the next 
ones, and gave up because it was pointless. That was a 
huge shock. Thank goodness I have already qualified for 
the 100 metres in third place, otherwise I would have 
had to stay home. 

When I won the hurdles four years later in Helsinki, it 
was like redemption. As a small boy we had practised 
hurdling on the streets. As obstacles we used the seats of 
scrapped cars. If they were still upholstered, we burned 
off the material first. We were crazy kids. 

  
What memories do you have of London 1948?

The city was marked by the war. Many houses were 
destroyed; you could see many bomb craters. In fact, 
there was a lack of everything. Even the food was 
rationed. What our team needed in foodstuffs, like 
bread, butter, milk and vegetables was flown in every 
day by the Air Force. 

Even in Wembley Stadium you could still see war 
damage. For the Olympic Games for the first time a cinder 
track was laid, which consisted of ground down pieces of 
brick.  Unfortunately I could not take part in the Opening 
Ceremony because I had my first race oneday later. 

Was there an Olympic Village where the athletes could 
live? 

There was no Olympic Village. We lived in a camp of the 
Royal Air Force in Richmond. That was okay. You felt as if 

you were in a small town. There was a theatre there, a 
bank, a laundry and other shops. 
  Which Games did you like better – London or Helsinki? 

I have never thought about that. All I wanted was 
to take part in the Olympic Games and win medals. 
Everything else was unimportant. 

  
What did you prefer – flat sprinting or hurdles? 

I was not especially predestined for the one or the 
other. I thought it a blessing that I possessed abilities 
which in their combination fitted in ideally to each 
other. My belief was: if you don’t believe in yourself, you 
will never achieve anything great. That I am until today 
the only one who has won at the Olympic Games over 
these two distances, makes me very happy.  

  
Which gold medal has the greatest value? 

The first! The feeling I had after the 100m victory 
cannot be surpassed. When I stood on the podium, I 
had goose flesh. I felt the hairs on the back of my neck 
standing up. You watch the flag going up and you hear 
how the national anthem is played, and you say to 
yourself: “Wow, all for my sake!“ That was a moment  
that could not be repeated. 

  
In your time the medals were not hung round your neck, 
but handed over in boxes. Why does one of your gold 
medals have a hole in it? 

The American 4x100m relay team, in which Dillard ran the second bend, crossed the line first. But they were disqualified because, allegedly, the first 

change between Ewell and Lorenzo Wright was irregular, which led to intense discussions with jury member Avery Brundage. Photo right: the British 

squad  received the gold medal, silver went to Italy, bronze to  Hungary. Three days later the result was corrected. Meanwhile, amateur film footage 

had emerged which proved that the change had been correctly carried out.  Photos: Volker Kluge Archive 
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My wife had a chain put through it to be able to wear the 
medal. It was her most beautiful piece of jewellery.   
 
What does it mean to you to be, at 95, the oldest living 
athletics Olympic champion? 

I would never have allowed myself to dream of rising 
into this sphere one day. It is a great gift, for which I 
cannot thank God enough. 

  
Would you rather have been Olympic champion in 2016?  

… then I would certainly be a rich man. Yet everything 
has its time. At that time I did not get a single cent for 
my victory. But that was absolutely okay. Today I have my 
memories and I am proud and satisfied with what I have 
achieved.  Also, everything is fine with me.  

  
You have survived all your competitors from that time. 
Where is the fountain of youth in which you arose?

(laughs heartily) …. I already feel 95. No, I would not 
like to complain, even if I can no longer jog and walk so 
far as I would like to. I am happy when my legs still carry 
me 100 metres. I did not have a perfect, but a good life. 
Probably I would have had as a white American more 
recognition and appreciation. I was not granted a victory 
parade after my return. No matter, even after the end of 
my sporting career it did not go badly for me. 
  
That means?

From 1949 I worked as PR manager for the baseball club 
the Cleveland Indians, for which I was paid 125 dollars 
a week which at that time was good money. After that 
I changed as director to a radio programme and wrote 
columns for a daily newspaper. For many years I was 

business manager of public schools. For almost 54 years 
I was married to my wife Joy, the love of my life. She died 
in 2009. I am pleased that I can talk to you and thank 
God every day that he has granted me this long life. 

How do you spend the day? 
Nothing special. If someone does not come, like you, 

who would like to speak to me, read newspapers, watch 
the news on television, solve crossword puzzles or word 
puzzles to keep my brain fit – and simply enjoy the day. 

  
Did you celebrate the 70th anniversary of your first 
Olympic victory? 

Not so much as on the 8th July my 95th birthday, when 
my daughter organised a party, to which many former 
Olympic participants came, like Edwin Moses or Herb 
Douglas, who in London won bronze in the long jump 
and he is a year older than me. Incidentally the 8th of July 
was declared by our senator, Kenny Yuko, who was also a 
guest, as ‘Harrison Dillard Day’ in Ohio. That affected me 
very deeply.   

  
What drives you on?

(laughs resoundingly) … to breathe in and out every 
day, so that I can hopefully still be allowed to be in 
this world. I do not have a secret for growing older. But 
perhaps I will succeed in breaking our family record. My 
sister Ophelia died two years ago at 103 years. �

Harrison Dillard (standing in the centre) at a gala in New York in the circle of the Owens family. 

Seated, the three daughters of Jesse Owens: (from left) Gloria Owens Hemphill, Marlene Owens 

Rankin and Beverly O. Prather. Photo left: Dillard also won the 110 metres hurdles in 1952.        

Photo: Official Report 1952, picture-alliance
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On the 31st July, 70 years ago, I had my first taste of 
athletics, apart from the usual sports day at school, and 
it was quite an aperitif. It was at the XIVth Olympic Games, 
held at Wembley Stadium, London, in 1948. Though I 
didn’t realise it at the time, it was to be the hors d’oeuvres 
of a great meal that has lasted those 70 years, and hasn’t 
finished yet. Strangely enough my infatuation – for 
indeed that is what it is – with the sport might have 
started three years earlier. 

I can recall quite clearly that on the morning of the 
August Bank Holiday of 1945 I was invited by a friend and 
his father to accompany them to somewhere called the 
White City to see some sporting event or other. I refused 
because firstly I thought it was to watch dog racing, and 
secondly because I was playing marbles, at which I was 
very good and used to supplement my pocket money. It 
was only some years later that I realised I had missed my 
only chance to see those world record breaking milers, 
Wooderson, Hägg and Andersson. (even now I feel quite 
upset at the thought).

Up to that time I had done some running myself – 
happily I found I could usually outrun anyone I couldn’t 
outfight, which was quite important if you were a small 
Jewish boy – and I was one of the few boys at grammar 
school who had as his idol, not a footballer or cricketer, 
but the man who then as now I considered to be one of 
the greatest athletes of all time … Jesse Owens. At that 
school, Hackney Downs, I had run on the same house 
team as a young Maurice Micklewhite (later Michael 
Caine), and against Harold Pinter (later the famous 
playwright). The school had produced one world record
breaker, Albert Cooper, who set world walking records at 
3000m and 5000m in the 1930s. Sir Arthur Gold, later a 
distinguished administrator, 400 m hurdler Harry Kane 
and more recently high jumper Dalton Grant. 

But back to Wembley. It seems odd that I hadn’t realised 
that the Olympics were being held in London until 
about three weeks before the opening day. A friend had 
obtained some tickets for the second day of the athletics, 
Saturday 31st July. I wonder how well I would have slept 
that Friday night if I had known what was to be initiated 
by my visit to the stadium the following morning. 

However, it was a beautiful day, and with satchels 
packed with sandwiches, lemonade, sweets etc we 
arrived just before the first event, the hammer qualifying 

round, and settled in, standing, right on the rail at the 
second bend, directly opposite the finish line on the 
other side of the track. I had read the newspapers and 
had some idea of who were the favourites for the various 
events. I kept a careful record of everything that went on 
in my programme, and remember that I had a terrible 
time converting the field event marks, only shown in that 
then very hazy system of foreign measuring i.e. metres. 

The hammer final, later in the day, was fascinating – it 
is still a favourite event of mine – and I was particularly 
taken by a cheerful, chubby chap from Yugoslavia, Ivan 
Gubijan, who finished in second place. The winner was 
Hungary’s Imre Németh, who had broken the world 
record only two weeks before. I met him years later 
when he was in charge of the Budapest stadium – a most 
pleasant man. Coincidentally, I was also on hand to see 
his son, Miklós, win the javelin in the 1976 Games. 

At the other end of the ground I could see someone 
sprinting around the far turn at terrific speed,and 
thought it must be the American, Ewell, of whom much 
had been written in the newspapers. In fact it was long 
jumper Willie Steele, who won the gold medal with 
7.82 m, a distance I didn’t see beaten for 12 years.

Another clear memory is of two pole vaulters from 
Puerto Rico in the qualifying round, who wore the most 
respendent track suits ever seen – then or now. They were 
purple and gold, and of a shiny material which glinted in 
the sun – a magnificent sight – but unfortunately they 
were not very good vaulters. Another vaulter who caught 
my attention rejoiced in the name of ‘Boo’ Morcom – a 
typical, tall, blonde American, who eventually placed 
sixth – he was still competing in veteran events over 40 
years later. 

In the 100m semifinals I was delighted to see both 
McDonald Bailey and Alastair McCorquodale get through. 
The latter was apparently a nephew of novelist Barbara 
Cartland. Also through was my favourite, Harold Norwood 
Ewell, a great, slightly hunched, shiny pated, runner, 
known to all as Barney. After the final I shared his 
disappointment when, after waltzing around the track 
ecstatically, he learnt that he was actually second to 
Harrison Dillard. The latter was undoubtedly the world’s 
greatest high hurdler, unbeaten for two years, but had hit 
a hurdle and failed to finish in the unforgiving US Trials. 
Happily he had then placed third in the 100m and thus 
made the team. Later in the week he won a second gold 
in the sprint relay, and in Helsinki in 1952, I witnessed him 
win his rightful event, and get another relay gold. 

Alastair McCorqodale beat the American 100 yards 
world record holder, Mel Patton, for fourth place, which 
gave the home crowd something to cheer. Also that day 
at Wembley I saw the phenomenal Dutchwoman, Fanny 
BlankersKoen, win her first race, her 100m heat.

For the first time I watched race walking, with the arrival 
in the stadium of the 50km champion, John Ljunggren of 

In the beginning there 
was … Wembley

By Stan Greenberg
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Sweden, who had led from start to finish. In the bronze 
medal position was Britain’s Tebbs Lloyd Johnson, at 
48 years of age he was, and still is, the oldest Olympic 
athletics medallist in history. In the 800m semis, I noted 
the longstriding, handflapping Jamaican, Arthur Wint, 
but I must admit to not taking too much notice of a little 
Luxembourger named Barthel, who was eliminated – I 
took much more notice of him four years later when he 
created a sensation winning the 1500m. 

Also making an impression was the smooth running Mal 
Whitfield (USA), and the wonderfully named Robert Chef 
d’Hotel from France. Immediately after this came the 
400m hurdles final, and, with no British representatives, 
the crowd rooted for the only Empire (as it was then) 
athlete, a virtual unknown named Duncan White from 
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). The race was won by Roy Cochran 
(USA), but the unheralded White took the silver. 

Next came the fabulous Emil Zátopek, who had won 
the 10,000m the day before, in the heats of the 5000m, 
and I was looking forward to watching his reported 
‘ugly’ action that was the talk of the Games. The heat 
times were not exceptional and I was soon aware that 
the British Empire in general was a back number in the 
distance events. The first heat was won by a Swede, 
closely followed by a Finn, and with my little knowledge 
I nodded sagely, as after all they were from the home 
of superb running, Scandinavia. The great man himself 
was in heat two, and as he was to do again and again 
for years, he provided the thrill of the day, Though well 
clear of the rest of the field he and Erik Ahldén of Sweden 
staged a terrific finish over the last lap – which Ahldén 
just won. The last heat was taken by the sleek Dutchman, 
Willy Slijkhuis, who became one of the most popular 
foreign runners ever to compete in Britain. 

Though I didn’t see it, except on newsreels, the final, 
two day later, is worth describing. With 300m to go 
Zátopek was back in third, some 3040m behind the 

balding Belgian, Gaston Reiff, and seemingly out of 
contention. Then the Czech ‘went mad’ and started an 
amazing sprint. At the finish he was less than two metres 
behind. He was to do even more incredible, and much 
more succcessful, things in the years to come.

I left Wembley completely exhausted but very happy 
and excited, and very determined to watch much more 
of this wonderful sport. That evening I also had a ticket 
for the Jack Benny show at the Palladium. I mention this 
because Benny’s foil was the inimitable Eddie ‘Rochester’ 
Anderson, whose high hurdler son just missed out on 
the US team for the next Olympics in 1952 – a strange 
coincidence. 

Incidentally, I have often wondered why I didn’t go 
to any other days of the Games and have only recently 
realised that I probably couldn’t afford it, as at that time I 
was earning very little, and had probably spent too much 
on ‘season tickets’ for other Palladium shows. 

However, the following week I went to watch the British 
Empire versus the United States match at the White City, 
in which the contestants included 14 gold, 9 silver and 
9 bronze medallists from the Games. That meeting was 
the first occasion – but by no means the last for many 
years – that my annoyance boiled over at the naïve tactics 
exhibited by British middle distance runners, even in 
relays. The 3 mile team race was won by Fred Wilt (USA), 
a man with whom I later corresponded for many years, 
and who did as much as anyone to raise the standard of 
American distance running to the level it reached.

So finished my first year of athletics interest. I 
determined that the following summer I would attend 
all the meetings I could, and spent the winter months 
reading every book and magazine on the sport that I 
could lay my hands on. At the same time I began a stats 
book which contained all the data obtainable about 
athletes from all the major, and many minor, countries. 
By the time the summer came around again I was well 
prepared with knowledge of the capabilities of most of 
the important athletes I was liable to come across. I was 
unaware that I was setting the foundations for a total 
change of lifestyle, and even a future career.

As a followon to the above, since then I have watched 
the sport in some forty countries, and attended 8 more 
Olympics; 10 Commonwealth Games; 13 World Outdoor 
Champs; 18 European Champs (one more coming up); 12 
World Indoor Champs, 27 Europeam Indoor Champs; 9 
World Cups; 13 World CrossCountry Champs; and at least 
64 AAA/UK National Champs. I have also been privileged 
to have been present at (and specifically actually have 
seen) 359 official World Records (indoor and out), plus 
another 19 unofficial World Bests.

It’s been a fabulous time, which I fear is now being 
somewhat curtailed by age and health issues, but I trust 
that I will still be around to add a liitle more to the above 
stats. �

Montreal 1976: Stan Greenberg’s meeting with Jesse Owens.

Photo: Stan Greenberg Archive 
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The imagery of Mexico 68 cannot be reduced to the ‘Black 
Power’ gestures of Tommie Smith and John Carlos. In 
reality 1968 was among the bloodiest and most eventful 
years of the 20th century.

It began with student unrest in Poland and the ‘Tet 
Offensive’ saw the Vietnam War enter a new phase. 
In the USA, there were civil rights demonstrations 
and the movement’s leader Martin Luther King was 
assassinated. In May the students of Paris rioted in 
protest at the interference in Social policies and the 
unrest soon spread to West Germany and West Berlin 
and escalated to pitched battles in the streets. In 
August troops of the Soviet Army and other Warsaw 
Pact states to bring to an end the ‘Prague Spring’ when 
Czechoslovak reformist politicians tried to link socialism 
with freedom and democracy. And a few days before the 
start of the Olympics Mexico’s students used the growing 
international attention for protests against the effective 

dictatorship of oneparty of the upperclass PRI 1. The 
regime responded brutally at a demonstration in Mexico 
City with what amounted to a massacre.

Brundage‘s ‘building sites’: Korea, Taiwan 
and the ‘German question’

These were indeed restless times which cast a shadow 
over the 1968 Games. The voices that called for 
confrontation with the Soviets were relatively muted. 
The possibility of an African boycott was receding as 
early as February at the Session in Grenoble, after the IOC 
Executive Committee had overturned the readmission of 
South Africa.2

But there existed other ‘building sites’ which were 
potential pitfalls. There were the 27 International 
Sports Federations, who had joined together in 1967 
under the acronym AGFI/GAIF 3 and unanimously 

A Piece of Cloth and a Melody – 
a Never Ending Struggle
By Volker Kluge

Two teams, one 

 Olympic flag. 
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medallists of 1968 
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rower Horst Meyer, 
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 victorious ‘Germany 

eight’, athlete Ingrid 

Mickler-Becker, who 
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Matthes, Olympic 
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backstroke. 

Photo: Volker Kluge 
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passed a resolution to have generally valid questions 
of protocol (flags, anthems, emblems), in which the 
federations were urged in future to fit in with political 
conditions of the organising countries of international 
championships.

The 124 NOCs also demanded codetermination. Their 
representatives met for the first time in autumn 1965 
at the invitation of the ambitious Italian Giulio Onesti.  
Brundage had responded aggressively and described 
their activities as a ‘waste of time’. In 1967, they were still 
contemplating the foundation of their own umbrella 
organisation at a General Meeting in Teheran.4

That did not stop Onesti from putting pressure on 
Brundage. He called for the Olympic Movement to 
recognise the North Koreans under the name which 
they us of their country, which the Taiwan Chinese also 
claimed for their committee. Brundage also sought re
election. His success was by no means a formality so he 
could not afford to lose a single vote.5

As for the German problem, an uneasy calm prevailed. 
This had been a matter which occupied the IOC at every 
Session since 1951. The Gordian Knot, which until then 
had held together a ‘forced marriage’ of the two German 
NOCs, had been cut in 1965 in Madrid. But a glance at the 
minutes also said that the temporary ruling – common 
flag, anthem and emblem as well as the designation 
‘East Germany’ for the German Democratic Republic 
(GDR) – ran out in 1968.6

This was something which caused particular  disquiet 
in West Germany, where a decade before the  interior 
 ministers of the federal states had been instructed to 
consider the symbols of the GDR as a “ disturbance of 
 constitutional and public order”.7 This directive was still 
in force. It meant that the Federal Government had been 
prevented from giving a guaranteed declaration that 
the 1972 Games awarded to Munich would be conducted 
 according to the Olympic Charter.

However there were clear signs that the pendulum 
could soon swing in favour of the East Germans as the 
Korean debate unfolded. For that reason Willi Daume, 
President of the NOC for (West) Germany, was anxious 
to buy time. He tried to persuade “dear Avery” on no 
account to put the “socalled German question” on the 
agenda for the Grenoble Session, but not to deal with 
it until the 1969 meeting in Warsaw.“That will be early 
enough for the next Olympic Games won’t be celebrated 
before 1972 in Munich.”8

 Daume’s East German counterpart, NOC President Dr. 
Heinz Schöbel, was also prepared to bide his time. In 
Grenoble the subject was not mentioned. He even bit 
his tongue when female lugers from the GDR who had 
placed first, second and fourth were disqualified after 
questionable accusations.9

Schöbel, a highly educated Leipzig publisher, had 
already proved himself a godsend for the East Germans 

on a number of occasions. He had become NOC leader in 
February 1955 when he succeeded a man who had been 
considerably less adroit, at a time when relationships 
with the IOC were still deeply strained. Four months after 
he joined, the NOC (East) was provisionally recognised in 
Paris under the condition of forming common teams at 
Olympic Games with the NOC (West).

A decade later Schöbel again showed his diplomatic 
skill when a few weeks before the Session in Madrid, 
at which the application for full recognition was to 
be decided, he published an opulent and generally 
comprehensible book about the Ancient Olympic Games. 
Brundage, who had written the foreword, described the 
book as “remarkable” on Schöbel’s election to the IOC in 
1966.10

Schöbel employed the same strategy in 1968 as he 
prepared for the Session in Mexico, which for the NOC of 
GDR was to achieve bring the final breakthrough. In a 
short time he had had produced an attractively biography 
of Brundage in a limited edition of only 600 copies. It was 
largely uncritical and Brundage  accustomed to harsh 
criticism, was delighted. He opened for it not only his 
photo archive but in May 1968 even undertook corrections 
of style in his own hand.11

Brundage found himself in a quandary. Flattered by 
Schöbel, he felt obliged to thank him in some way. In 
practical terms this meant granting the East Germans the 
correct name of their committee and their own symbols. 
On the other hand he felt himself as an antiCommunist 
closely linked with Daume as associates, although the 
latter had publicly long since admitted that the East 
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German ‘Spalterfahne’ [splitter flag] could no longer be 
removed from the mast.12

As demanded by Daume, Brundage did not put the 
German subject on the agenda of the Mexico Session. He 
only wanted the Korea question to be discussed there. 
Yet even at the preceding meeting of the Executive Board 
he had to acknowledge that “the three cases of North 
Korea, East Germany and Taiwan could not be dealt with 
separately”.13 As was to be expected, his stalling policy 
was opposed by the Russian Konstantin Andrianov, who 
reminded again and again that “everybody has the right 
to call his country or area what he likes”. The Mexican 
IOC VicePresident General Clark held the same opinion, 
so that there was no option for Brundage but “to find a 
solution to this problem in a private meeting with the 
three Olympic Committees concerned”.14

A ‘personal’ proposal by the IOA President

The IOC had a lengthy agenda in a meeting of five days at 
the Hotel Camino Real. Agenda item 17 was soon shelved. 
It was a report by International Olympic Academy (IOA) 
President, Georg Wilhelm Prince of Hanover, who in 1966 
had joined the IOC as an exofficio member through 
an enlargement of the Olympic Charter.15 Yet there was 
another supplement which contained explosive material. 
‘Prince George’16 as he was known in IOC circles, made 

what he described as a ‘personal’ proposal, in which he 
demanded the abolition of flags and anthems at victory 
ceremonies and offered an alternative. “I propose, on the 
contrary, that just like in ancient Greece, each winner be 
saluted by same flourish of trumpets.”17

The Prince, well known for his love of horses, gave his 
reasoning.

The Olympic Games are in great danger of losing their 
soothing and uniting effect on humanity through the 
growing interference of political trends.
1. The Olympic Games should unite the youth of the 
world in a fair competition for victory.
Through their united contest for victory the young men 
and women should overcome all national differences 
and barriers. Hoisting the national flags and playing 
the national anthems are contrary to these efforts.
2. Awarding the medal should do personal honour to 
the victorious athlete. It can not be denied that the 
hoisting of the national flag and the playing of the 
national anthem may have great significance for the 
individual athlete. It is, however, against good sense 
to impart the honour of victory to the winner’s country 
by playing the anthem and hoisting its flag, thus 
distracting public attention from the personality of the 
athlete, which is done formally by the fact that all eyes 
are diverted from the athlete to the flag.
3. Particularly at the Summer Games, one could speak 
of an inflation of flag parades and national anthems 
with the numerous presentations of medals. It will be 
inevitable, with various competitions carried out at 
the same time, to repeat the ceremony with flags and 
anthems within a short lapse of time.18

He cited four observations as justification:
I should like to underline my opinion by relating a few 
Olympic events which indicate that thinking in terms 
of national prestige threatens again to confuse the 
objectives of the Games: 

•  When governments make entering a team dependant 
upon the absence of another nation;

•  when government representatives at the parade of 
nations rise from their seats only when their own 
national flag is shown;

•  when a country’s government takes the defence of its 
athletes who were eliminated for offending the rules 
against the international jury;

•  when members of the jury give unusually high notes 
to their fellow countrymen, i.e. particularly low ones to 
the other competitors; …19

Even if these examples were not totally convincing, 
the proposal, which he had obviously worked out after 
Grenoble20, set in motion an unusually lively discussion, 
during which 21 members spoke. After considerable 
debate, it was brought to a close by Brundage. He noted 

George Prince of Hanover was elected President of the International Olympic Academy in 1966. 

After his re-election in  January 1969, the Greek military government ruled on 12 November that 

in future no foreigner would be allowed to hold this position.  Hanover wished to belong to 

the IOC as a personal member but was refused and he resigned on 20 February 1970.   

Photo: International Olympic Academy. 



JOH 3 | 2018   A Piece of Cloth and a Melody – a Never Ending Struggle 27

that he had already discussed this point with the NOCs. 
In general they had been opposed to the idea.

It was in any case not a new suggestion. At the 1953 
Session, Brundage himself had already proposed that 
national anthems should be replaced by a ‘special 
Olympic hymn’, which was at that time yet to be 
composed.21 Brundage’s suggestions were met by 
opposition as were those of the Swiss member Albert 
Mayer who wanted a fanfare of trumpets to replace 
national anthems at the victory ceremonies.22

The Frenchman Jean de Beaumont had more success 
in his suggestion which was to ask for a shorter version 
of national anthems. The proposal was accepted and 
added to the Olympic Charter of 1956:

Rule 58 Victory Ceremony
The flag of the country of the winner shall be hoisted 
on the central flagpole and those of the second 
and third on adjoining flagpoles on the right and 
on the left, as they face the arena. Meanwhile the 
abbreviated National anthems of the country of the 
winner is played, during which the three competitors 
and the spectators shall face the flags.23

Until the Mexico Session no one had dared to discuss 
the national flags, which had been raised for the victors 
as early as 1896 in Athens.24 For many years there had 
been no fixed rules as to how the medallists were to be 
honoured. In the Olympic Charter from 1921 to 1948 it had 
simply stated:

The Organizing Committee arranges this in the best 
way possible. It can be divided into as many sections 
as necessary but above all things it is desirable that the 
winners shall themselves receive their prizes in their 
sports dress.25

The national anthems played only occasionally in the 
early days. In 1896 the first time at the acclamation of the 
crowd after the marathon victory of the Greek Spyridon 
Louis.26 They were became only part of the formal ritual 
from 1932 when flags of the three medal winners and the 
anthem for the winner were introduced. This followed 
the example of the 1930 British Empire Games which had 
first introduced a three tier victory podium.

Of course the anthems at that time were played at full 
length. Nor did the IOC Members have a problem when 
in 1936 the German national anthem known as the  
‘Deutschlandlied’ was played, followed immediately 
by the first verse of the Nazi battle song, ‘HorstWessel
Lied’ for the host country.27

Brundage’s intention to fight against an ‘exaggerated 
nationalism’ only started in 1952. This was the moment 
that the USSR, a new world power entered the arena. In 
a letter to the International Federations (IFs) and NOCs 
he circulated farreaching proposals, which included 
the abolition of team games and of competitions for 
women. (He had said “They can hold their own Games 
as in antiquity.”)28

Brundage also saw a serious problem in the national 
rankings or medal tables which so popular with 
the media and NOCs. Thereupon the Session of 1953 
unanimously confirmed the rule, contained since 1924 in 
the Olympic Charter: 

In the Olympic Games there is no classification 
according to points.29

Brundage was particularly outraged when he found 
a table in a Canadian newspaper in which the points 
scored at the Rome Olympics (ten points to the winner 
in each event, five for second, four for third, etc.) were 

Athens 1906. The 

premiere of the flag 

ceremony for three 

medallists – in 

this case for three 

Swedish javelin 

throwers. 

Far left:  Athens 1896.

The flag parade of 

the Boston Athletic 

Association delega-

tion with, among 

others, Olympic 

champions Thomas 

Burke (100 m and 

400 m), Thomas 

 Curtis (110 m hurdles), 

Ellery Clark (long 

and high jump) and 

William Hoyt (pole 

vault). Directly after 

the end of a com-

petition the start 

number and national 

flag of the winners 

were raised on a 

mast in the stadium. 

Photos: Burton Holmes, 
 Travelodgues, 1901/1908; 
S veriges deltagander I Olympiska 
Spelen i Athen 1906



28

calculated in relation to the number of inhabitants. His 
charge: “You want to note that the first ten positions in 
this table are occupied by smaller countries.”30

In the 1960s sport was drawn into the rivalry of the 
political systems as never before. It was the time when 
‘Games of the Newly Emerging Forces’ (GANEFO), inspired 
by Indonesian President Sukarno and supported by 
Communist China31, emerged in the wake of political 
disputes at the 1962 Asian Games in Jakarta. Their 
success made Brundage noticeably nervous, which is 
why he reacted harshly. The Indonesian NOC (KOI) was 
suspended. Promptly, the proposal of renouncing all 
flags and anthems was given a new impetus.32

The permanent disputes about flags and anthems and 
visa problems (which were a particular difficulty for GDR 
athletes33) were bound to exhaustion. Because of that a 
few officials recognised an alternative to put the whole 
Olympic ceremonial on test and to ‘depoliticise’ it.

The secret ballot at the 1968 Session brought a 
surprising result. Of the 56 members present 34 voted 
for the abolition of flags and anthems, 22 against. 
Thus the proposal was rejected, since for a change in 
Olympic Charter a two thirds majority would have been 
necessary, which was missed by four votes. Despite the 
narrow defeat Prince George was however convinced 
that his proposal would be reconsidered in the future. 
He was of the view that “the times of national pathos are 
nearing their end”.34

Was that the view of an independent idealist or 
had Daume sent him out in order not to appear as a 

biased NOC President? The suspicion that the latter is 
true suggests itself, for Daume had allow himself to be 
reproached by Brundage who said that the Prince should 
not have made such a proposal as he was only an ex
officio IOC Member. Daume told German Federal Interior 
Minister Benda, that a representative from another 
country would have to found as a spokesman were the 
proposal to be resubmitted.35

In retrospect Prince of Hanover also discovered he had 
probably not been the right man to do so. After he had 
received the minutes of the Session in December, he 
asked IOC General Secretary Johan Westerhoff to make 
a correction. He had introduced the proposal not in his 
capacity as IOA President but as an IOC Member. 

I lay value on this nuance, because
1. this matter has not directly to do with the 
International Olympic Academy, and
2. my Greek friends are of a different opinion from me.36

The 1960s as a labyrinth of politics and sport

Prince George however, had a spiritual brother in 
Brundage. For the IOC President had never concealed 
that he admired the Germans. Thus for the remainder 
of his life, he regarded the 1936 Olympics as a “milestone 
of Olympic history”. When at a press conference in early 
1965 in West Berlin he again rhapsodised about them, 
the publicist Willi Knecht wrote: “In his calculation of 
time the interaction between sport and politics only 
begins one and a half decades later”.37
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On the other hand Brundage felt himself pressured by 
constant examples of political interference. He drew 
attention to this in a circular sent in 1962. This followed 
an IOC Executive Committee meeting which had been 
occupied with refusals to allow entry.38 In a letter to the 
NOCs Brundage stated:

The Comite International Olympique stands 
unequivocally against the use of sport as a political 
instrument or weapon and will not award the Olympic 
Games to any city unless free access for all recognized 
teams is guaranteed. It is now suggesting that all 
the International Amateur Sports Federation adopt 
similar regulations. This will confine all important 
international events to countries and cities which 
permit free entry to all recognized teams.39

A resolution passed by the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) in 1964 was another important 
development. At its congress in Tokyo the GDR federation 
was recognised under the designation ‘East Germany’. 
Hitherto, athletes from the East had only been permitted 
to take part in Olympics and European Championships as 
part of a joint German team. 

In West Germany, this was considered as a ‘low blow’ 
and as an attempt by the IAAF President, The Marquess of 
Exeter, to replace Brundage as IOC President. It did have a 
material effect which was to accelerate a similar decision 
of separation made in 1965 in Madrid by the IOC.

Even then, Brundage had tried to steer the other way. 
He suggested that all teams should march at Opening 

and Closing Ceremonies behind their NOC flags. In 
addition he only wanted to see these NOC flags at the 
victory ceremonies and instead of national anthems 
“a flourish of fanfare of trumpets” should be played. 
“This will reduce the trend to excessive chauvinism that 
receives so much adverse criticism and yet no national 
pride will be lost. The importance of the NOC’s will be 
enhanced.”40

Opposition came not only from IOC colleagues from 
socialist countries, but also from the Dutchman Herman 
van Karnebeek who insisted that “love of country is a 
noble human sentiment”. 

The Swiss member Marc Hodler argued that many IFs 
and in particular the ski federation led by him had had 
outstanding results with the Brundage solution. At the 
end of the discussion the verdict was: “Decision: status 
quo ante the proposal voted by a large majority.”41

Thus the second half of the 1960s became a field 
for experimentation. Sometimes international 
championships did without national flag, others 
restricted themselves to the symbols of the federations. 
At some ceremonies anthems were played, at others 
fanfares were heard, and at many more there was 
silence.

Sports organisers moved around a politically charged 
labyrinth. It was something the Mexicans had become 
aware of when they held PreOlympic Sports Weeks 
from 1965 to 1967. In particular the need to deal with 
the two German teams had brought with it a protocol 
‘overload’. 
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In 1965 the German flags were to be raised in Mexico 
City’s University Stadium, the West Germans drew the 
attention of the organisers to an IAAF resolution whereby 
both teams were required to enter under the German 
Olympic flag. If this protocol rule was not carried out, 
they threatened to walk out. The dispute caused an 
hour’s delay to the opening of the event. The flag of the 
GDR was displayed instead of the prescribed German 
Olympic flag while the neighbouring mast, intended for 
the West German flag, remained empty.42

For the next such event in 1966, the West German 
Federal Government even sent special ambassadors 
to Mexico to prevent a repetition of the flag incident. 
They were determined to prevent the raising of the 
hated GDR banner. Their attitude in which they claimed 
to have ‘Alleinvertretungsanspruch’ [sole right of 
representation]43, which in certain cases was to be 
enforced also with the ‘Hallstein Doctrine’44, had the 
effect of turning Mexican officials against them. 

In other countries the organisers of international 
competitions were equally unhappy at being pressurized. 
Daume himself felt the need to warn the politicians: 
“International sports leadership will in the long term 
simply not accept that for our sake their traditions and 
rules are to be left out of consideration.”45

Again athletics took the lead. In May 1966, the council 
formulated a directionchanging resolution, which 
permitted the organisers of IAAF events ‘special rules’. 
These were envisaged for the European Championships, 
which were to be held in Budapest.

Hungary was allied with the GDR, and the government 
of course would not have countenanced any move to 
suppress East German status symbols. Right up until 
the opening day, West German emissaries negotiated 
in vain with the Hungarians. At which point  the Federal 

Government recommended the withdrawal of its 
athletes.

This time sport prevailed – the team stayed. When the 
first competitions were broadcast on television, GDR 
athletes won two gold medals. At the victory ceremonies 
the GDR anthem rang out but Western television 
experienced a ‘sound problem’. 

Der Spiegel wrote: “The spectators knew despite that 
what was being played.”46

Daume: “We stood quite alone in this question”

Prince George was correct that the rejection of his 
proposal would prolong problems with flags and 
anthems, though events did not turn out as he had 
imagined. The trigger was at the Mexico Session agenda 
item 29, which concerned the demand of the North 
Koreans to change the name of their NOC. This might well 
have been granted in 1967 at the Session in Teheran, had 
it not been for their refusal to leave the room after their 
hearing when the application was discussed.

In Mexico the North Koreans behaved more moderately. 
When Brundage, who wanted to remove the subject off 
the negotiating table, held out to them the prospect 
of being recognised from 1st November 1968 as the 
‘Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)’, they 
thanked him politely. In spite of that their team was 
not present at the Olympic Opening Ceremony, although 
they had already moved to close by. Thereupon the IOC 
annulled its resolution.47

After the Session it was also agreed to give the 
Taiwanese the desired name ‘Republic of China’, Schöbel 
used the opportunity to demand the same right for his 
committee. But before the matter could be discussed, 
Daume proposed a compromise, only to decide on 
the designations and to discuss all other questions 
the following year. These would include the matter of 
flags, anthems and the question of Berlin. Daume’s 
intervention was effective. The Session voted by 24 votes 
to 17 to postpone their deliberations on the German 
problem until the next year.
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But the next day the mood changed, and Brundage 
invited Daume and Schöbel to a special meeting on the 
night of 10th October. Again he listened to both sides, 
and after the two men had left the room, a general 
discussion took place. After that the Executive Board 
came unanimously to the conclusion to place the matter 
again on the agenda and to recommend to the Session 
to think over Schöbel’s intervention.

That is what happened, and this time the relative 
strength was quite clear. The Session voted by a margin 
of 44 votes to 4 to permit the East German NOC to style 
itself as  ‘German Democratic Republic = G.D.R.’ This 
was to come into force on 1st  November 1968.48 Daume, 
whose delaying tactics had been unsuccessful, was 
bitterly disappointed. He told the press: “We stood in 
this question quite alone.”49

Brundage had acted under pressure from ACNO, 
but he probably felt sympathy for Schöbel. Three 
days later Schöbel, celebrating his 55th birthday was 
awarded the first ‘Avery Brundage Souvenir Medal’.50 
The sumptuously illustrated Brundage biography may 
have been a factor but perhaps also Schöbel’s discreet 
suggestion that with had the decision on recognition 
taken a different course, the printing of a German 
edition might yet be stopped.51

Return of the Olympic Games or 
Munich exterritoriality?

It had been clarified in Mexico that in at the 1972 Games 
in Munich, the GDR would take part not only with its own 
team, but also with its symbols. The Bonn government 
saw it differently. The idea that the ‘Spalterfahne’ could 
blow and the ‘BecherHymne’52 might be played on the 
soil of the Federal Republic was unthinkable to many 
politicians in the West.

In particular, it was the Foreign Office which set the 
tone. In its administration there were a number of high
ranking officials who had already served under Hitler.53 
Further ways of preventing GDR symbols from appearing 
on federal territory were discussed. The idea was to 
avoid jeopardizing the holding of the Games in Munich. 
Essentially there were two options.

The first involved giving up the Olympic Games, which 
already been the preferred choice of some  in 1966. The 
IOC placed no obstacles in the way after Montreal had 
declared its readiness to hold the Games. There was an 
alternative which appealed to the spin doctors. A plan 
to declare Munich a separate state with ‘Olympic soil’ in 
the fashion of  Ancient Olympia and or the Vatican State. 
It would be an extraterritorial enclave in which only from 
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the five-ringed Olympic flag and the Olympic hymn no 
other would be permitted.

It was Konstantin Prince of Bavaria who made this idea 
public during the time of the Mexico Games.54 In 1967 as 
an Olympic representative of the CDU/CSU fraction in the 
German Bundestag he had gone so far as to request the 
Federal Interior Minister to check out the possibility of an 
extraterritoriality to “prevent possible disturbances”, as 
he wrote.

But neither giving up the Games nor a ‘Lex Olympia’ 
proved itself to be workable. The first variant was not a 
viable option as many millions of tax marks had already 
flowed into the preparations for 1972. The second option 
failed on constitutional grounds, and in any case many 
citizens shook their heads, as in their opinion it was only 
a matter of a piece of cloth and a melody.

To get the last obstacle out of the way, all that was 
left to the Federal Government to authorise the Interior 
Minister to hand over the guarantee declaration to the 
IOC on 18th December 1968. This declaration contained a 
caveat that it would apply only for the Games of 1972. In 
respect of the other sports events the government did 
not move from its previous position.55 Yet the following 
year there was a change in their stance. On 22nd July 
1969 it released an ‘acquiescence decision’ with the 
explanation that in future it would no longer prevent the 
carrying out of events in which international rules were 
applicable.56

It took another nine months. In this time the Federal 
Republic elected a Social Democrat as chancellor for the 
first time. With the arrival of Willy Brandt, a policy of 
détente was introduced. This stressed reconciliation with 
Eastern Europe and the normalisation of relationships 
with the GDR. The Brandt administration designated the 
GDR as a state for the first time.57 On 12th March 1970, his 

cabinet declared itself in agreement  with the repeal of 
the prohibition of the GDR symbols, although this was 
not made public until a month later.58 The timing was no 
accident. Seven days later Brandt had his first meeting 
with GDR Prime Minister Willi Stoph in Erfurt.

As far as Daume was concerned, he did not succeed 
in imposing an “Olympia without national flags and 
anthems”. The anthems were however shortened to 
about a minute “to avoid repetitions”. When organisers 
of the Sapporo Winter Games announced their intention 
to further reduce the duration of anthems to 25 seconds,  
Daume generously offered them to take over the 
compositions prepared for Munich.59

His ‘Akzentverlagerung’ [accent displacement] 
also found agreement. At the Opening Ceremony on 
26th August 1972, the East Germans greeted with great 
applause as they marched in with their own flag and 
under the designation ‘GDR’ for the first time at a 
Summer Games.

Every element of military symbolism was avoided. 
This time there was no martial music had been used 
and no firing of cannons in salute. The Olympic flag was 
carried by athletes rather than military personnel. The 
IOC did not agree with plans to discontinue the release 
of dovers, yet the ascent of the birds was allowed to take 
place outside the stadium so that they would not be 
disoriented under the transparent roof.

As with the IOC resolution of Mexico the chapter of 
German commonalities was closed for the foreseeable 
future, Daume saw no further necessity to keep to the 
agreement of 1965. Although the new rules did not come 
into force until 1st November, on the last day of the 1968 
Games all forces were again mobilised to demonstrate 
the new West German autonomy.

According to the traditional protocol of the closing, 
the flag of the next host city was to raised along with the 
flags of Greece and Mexico. Daume made arrangements 
through the embassy for the provision of a black, red and 
gold flag, which was cut to the required size of 4.50 x 3 
metres in the hotel sewing room. An envoy ensured that 
the correct music for the anthem of the Federal Republic 
– the ‘Deutschlandlied’ – was made available to the 
band.

Matters were somewhat rushed and although the 
makeshift Federal flag was raised, the music which was 
played was Beethoven’s ‘Freude schöner Götter funken’ – 
‘Ode to Joy’ from the Ninth Symphony. The band had 
been confused and lost the ‘correct’ music.60

What still remained open for discussion was the 
designation of the West German team which was 
accepted by the IOC as ‘Germany (GER)’. This particular 
dispute was not resolved until 1979 when the NOC 
agreed on the name ‘Federal Republic of Germany’ to 
be abbreviated as FRG. With that an IOC resolution was 
fulfilled. This had come to the table as a result of the 
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dispute over Nationalist China or Taiwan which had been 
refused entry to the Montreal Games as a result of action 
by the Canadian government.61 Not until a decade later 
did the now reunited Germans revert to the official name 
of ‘Germany’, at which point the seemingly endless 
quarrel about symbols came to a conciliatory conclusion.

In the meantime, at the 1980 Session in Moscow, the 
Finnish IOC Member Paavo Honkajuuri had proposed the 
use of the Olympic flag at all victory ceremonies and for 
all delegations.62 The idea had already been circulating 
at the Session in Lake Placid.

This time there was a different motive. It was to try 
and head off calls for a boycott by US President Carter. 
The ‘denationalising’ of the Games was regarded as a 
solution, in order to make it possible for many teams to 
take part in Moscow without losing face. 

The departing IOC President Lord Killanin assured 
Honkajuuri that his proposal would be thoroughly 
studied. However he also indicated that the rules 
changed after 1976, in which concepts like ‘national’ 
and ‘country’ had been removed, would allow the 
delegations to use the Olympic flag or the NOC banner.63

Of 81 participating teams however only nine made use 
of it. A further seven boycotted the Official Ceremony64, 
while Honkajuuri’s compatriots marched into the 
Lushniki Stadium behind a placard bearing the name 
‘Finland’ and their national white flag with the blue 
cross.

Summary

The proposal to ban the national flags, anthems 
and designations from the Olympic Games, was an 
unsuccessful attempt to keep politics out of sport. 
It might also be interpreted as a move that was not 

always well intentioned because sometimes political 
interests meant that they were proposed to prevent the 
presence of other states. For the most part, the opinions 
of athletes were not sought in this matter. Nor was any 
thought given to the reactions of the spectators, whose 
enthusiasm often narrowly coincides with their national 
identity. There is no objection to the patriotism of 
people, but it should be misused by politics. �
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Attempt to make amends
On 11th August 2018, German Olympic medallists from 1968 

were invited to the German Olympic Sports Confederation 

(DOSB) reunion to celebrate the 50th anniversary. The Chair  

of the management committee, Veronika Rücker, used the 

occasion to speak about the ‘Kufenskandal’ of the Olympic 

Winter Games in Grenoble 1968.  (JOH, Vol. 26, No. 1, pp.1625.)

She explained: “The Olympic Games of 1968 in Grenoble 

and Mexico fell in a time very heavily marked by politics. 

For us all was and is the start of two German Olympic 

teams an exciting subject. It is not chance that we are 

meeting in Berlin. 

We are of the firm conviction that Ortrun Enderlein and 

her teammates suffered injustice at that time. From our 

point of view she should have earned a medal and for that 

reason we invited Mrs. Enderlein to this gettogether.

She informed us that she had been pleased at our 

invitation. But she did not come because she says she 

would only take part as a fully rehabilitated athlete. 

Unfortunately after more than 50 years we can still not 

fully clear things up.”
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Just like the German Olympians of the first modern 
Olympic Games, he wore the badge of the German 
gymnasts, a white SPORTS CAP. It was a ticket into sporting 
and social events in Athens. He began a compatriotic 
friendship with the Berlin Gymnast and multiple 
Olympic victor Carl Schuhmann.

To this day the name Wilhelm Schmitz (18751953) 
does not come up in the stories about Athens 1896, 
even though he was captured by court photographer 
Albert Meyer on the stadium field, on the stand and on 
an excursion to the Acropolis with the German team. 
Here the Olympic enthusiast is wearing the ceremonial 
clothing of the Philadelphia Association, Greek for 
‘Bruderliebe’, of the Germans in Athens. This goes back 
to the European institution of the Bavarian Wittelsbach 
Monarchy in the 1830s.

In the Antique period the attribute of Olympian 
was reserved for the Greek Gods, especially Zeus. This 
honorary title is traditionally attributed to intellectual 
giants, too. Today we refer to those who wind the clock 
at the Olympic Games and keep it running smoothly, 

primarily IOCgrandees. Wilhelm Schmitz had his share of 
this in the first Games.

Schmitz and the photographic evidence of the Olympics 
in 1896 can only be found with his descendants on the 
Rhine between Cologne and Düsseldorf. As document 
they are happy to show you a commemoration medal 
from the 1896 Olympics. In later years of Olympic 
happenings this garnered some attention in the local 
section of the Rheinische Post and the Stadtanzeiger 
newspapers. A year before his death Wilhelm gives 
them a statement. The occasion for this was the first 
participation of postwar Germany at the Helsinki 
Games. He garnered increased focus in the retrospective 
during the 1996 centennial, as well as in 2004.

Wilhelm Schmitz: forgotten 
‘Olympian’ of the 1896 Games
By Dietrich Quanz and Stephan Wassong

Prof. em. Dr. Dietrich R. Quanz   |  more than 40 years 
member of the German Sports University Cologne, as president 
of the university member of the NOC und of the National 
Olympic Institute (called Carl Diem Institute), senior consultant 
of the 25 volume history of the The Olympic Century 
(Los Angeles), founded the German Golf Archives.

The German and 

 Austrian Olympic 

participants  together 

with families of 

the Philadelphia 

 Association on the 

 Acropolis. In the 

 centre sits Carl 

Schuhmann who, 

like all gymnasts, 

wears the white cap. 

Not to be confused 

with the two oars-

men standing in the 

centre who have the 

‘Keese’ on their 

heads. On the right 

stands Wilhelm 

Schmitz (x). 

Photo: Albert Meyer/Carl und 
Liselott Diem Archive (CULDA), 
Cologne, Schmitz Foundation
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Surprise in 1894, Olympic Games in Athens in 1896

The repeated Greek so called ‘Olympiads’ during the 19th 
century refer to national fairs, comparable to the early 
Munich Oktoberfest: a show of economic and cultural 
accomplishments with medal ceremonies for anything 
and everything, including incidental physical feats of 
strength or art, even provisionally during the stadium 
excavations in Athens. In Napoleon’s Europe such 
festivals serve states with mixed national populations 
after borders were redrawn. During all the Olympics in 
Athens the nimbus of the ancient Olympics plays an 
animating role. It lends not only its Olympic name; it ties 
the national history to a distant but illustrious identity, 
to compensate for the centuries of Ottoman occupation.

At the Olympic Congress in 1894 such notions and the 
support from European Philhellenes may have lead the 
Greeks to propose they host the modern Olympic Games 
planned in Paris. This offer lead the planned Olympic 
beginning, intended to coincide with the Paris World 
Fair in 1900, to jump one Olympiad forward. The first IOC 
President, in terms of France’s fair, was supposed to be 
the initiator, the Frenchman Pierre de Coubertin, and 
then always a national of the city that would next hold 
the Games.

So, when Athens was decided on, the Greek writer 
Demetrios Vikelas, who lived in Paris, was chosen to 
head the IOC. This lead to the GrecoEuropean monarchy 
being handed the Olympic reins. The crown prince was 
expected to steer the Athenian organisation of this new 
type of event. This would no longer be a complex world 
fair with a few sporting events. The international sporting 
sensation fully occupies the public consciousness, in 
line with the America’s Cup between the USA and the UK 
during the first World Fair in London in 1851.

In Athens there is now a specialised festive ‘exhibition’ 
with lively international competitive sports between 
many nations on the agenda: a challenge for this 
country whose sport is still developing, the more so 
as there is not yet a framework of international sports 
rules and international sporting associations. There is 
little time to master this challenge by the spring of 1896, 
especially since Coubertin cannot officially present his 
‘NeoOlympism’ to the Parnassus society in Athens 
before the end of 1894, half a year after the founding 
resolution. Coubertin’s Olympic ‘Athleticism’ springs 
from his contemporary historical view of increasingly 
international competitions in EuropeanAmerican 
sports. Simultaneously, with regard to the contemporary 
peace movement, he seeks to ennoble the Olympic 
gatherings as a peaceful sports festival of nations.

The 19yearold Rhinelander Wilhelm Schmitz is 
unaware of all such Olympic intellectual flights. In 1894 
he stayed in Athens with the company Alexandros Fischer 
for further commercial training until 1897, commissioned 

by his Cologne import and export company Flüren. It 
trades wine, spices, tea, dried fruits and similar colonial 
goods. Wilhelm’s father in Opladen was also interested 
in these goods in the drugstore he founded in 1872. 
However, the business was at this time still trading as 
‘Destillerie & Likörfabrik – Material & Farben Handlung’ 
(Distillery & Liqueur Factory – Material & Colours Dealer).

Wilhelm does his daily service in Athens and stays 
with his mentor. In terms of language, Greek from the 
classical language grammar school in Opladen helps 
him to grasp Modern Greek quickly. As a capable hiker, 
he explores the nearer surroundings of Athens just as he 
did at home. The Philadelphia Association of the German 
colony in Athens takes him in.

On the south side of 

the Berlin Olympic 

Stadium the Carl 

Schuhmann Way was 

inaugurated. Left: 

the grandson of the 

same name as the 

four time 1896 

 Olympic champion. 

To his right: Berlin’s 

sports president 

Klaus Böger. 

Photo: Volker Kluge 

Before their departure for Athens the ‘wild gymnasts’ from Berlin had themselves photographed 

in the studio of Court Photographer Albert Meyer.   Photo: Albert Meyer/CULDA, Foundation Schmitz 
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On the pre-Olympic year in Athens 1895

Above all, the Greek preparation has the ancient Olympia 
and national rebirth in mind. This can be seen from 
the planned opening and the stadium question. The 
opening date of the Games serves the national cause: The 
celebration is symbolically placed on the 75th anniversary 
of the modern foundation of the Greek state and in 
the restored ancient stadium. The date falls on Easter 
Sunday 1896, the Christian day of resurrection according 
to the Julian calendar used by the Greek state. When 
Coubertin presents his modern Olympiads in Athens, the 
Greeks dream of their Olympic Resurrection directly from 
antiquity, without forgetting the concrete planning.

In the course of the emerging local Olympic enthusiasm, 
the Panhellenic Gymnastics Club opens itself to  modern 
sport and does not remain in the nationalistic absti
nence of the German Gymnastics Association towards 
 international sports competitions and the current par
ticipation wishes of active gymnasts. Ioannis  Phokianos, 
the chairman of the Greek gymnastics club, does not 
 disavow his participation certificate as an honorary 
member of the 1894 Olympic Congress. Coubertin, how
ever, sees the Greeks as novices when it comes to mod
ern  athletic sports. Olympic competitions in 1896 such as 
rope  climbing and demonstrations of collective synchro
nised gymnastics on the parallel bars and horizontal bar 
may therefore owe more to the BavarianGreek gymnas
tic tradition.

For the reconstruction of the ancient stadium with 
curves too narrow for modern sport, the strict restoring 
archaeologists of the western classical schools of Athens 
are appointed to the organising committee. While the 
German Olympic excavator Wilhelm Dörpfeld only joins 
the committee to please the Royal Family, the American 
classical institute officially approves the Olympic 
Games as pedagogically valuable for the more mature 
youth because of their international encounters and 
competitions.

For the Opening Ceremony President Vikelas orders a 
polyphonic anthem by the internationally renowned 

opera composer Spyros Samaras to the text of Kostis 
Palamas. Today, the typical male chorus tones of the 19th 
century can still faithfully be heard at Olympic meetings. 
Under the German conductor Moritz Unger, the men 
of the Greek Philharmonic Society, founded in 1888, 
practice the fourpart Olympic anthem in Athens. The 
text echoes far back into antiquity and, in the first and 
last lines, conjures up the immortal spirit of antiquity, to 
whose temples the nations should finally pilgrimage. No 
consideration is given to Coubertin’s modern concerns.

Philadelphia Association also sought in Athens 1895

The Philadelphia Association is enthusiastically drawn 
into the current excitement for the Olympics. They are 
particularly looking forward to the visit of the youth 
from the old fatherland and remember the gymnastics 
trip taken by the gymnasts from Saxony a few years 
previously. The appointment of Dörpfeld, the club’s 
current chairman, to the Greek Olympic Committee has 
boosted the association’s Olympic pride.

Simultaneously, a request comes from Berlin, 
reminiscent of the friendly reception at the clubhouse 
Philadelphia gymnasts enjoyed, as to whether the 
German team might be supported in Athens. In Berlin, 
Dr. Willibald Gebhardt, who, quite late, is the only 
German to be appointed to the IOC after the Paris 
Congress, sees himself as responsible for the participants. 
On behalf of the German Committee for the Revival of 
the Olympic Games he questions in Athens whether 
the French Olympic Initiative might exercise too much 
influence on the Athens Games. He also asks whether the 
Germans might expect a less friendly reception from the 
population due to the ousted Wittelsbach rule in Greece, 
which was perceived as an occupation.

But the association dispels such fears and asks the 
German sports circles to participate in the international 
festival as numerously as possible. The little Austrian 
team, lead by the hygienist Professor Ferdinand 
Hueppe, who later travelled with the Germans with the 
organisational aid of the Thomas Cook World Exposition 
Agency, is also welcome.

A neighbourhood commission of the Philadelphia 
is formed and the entire Olympic expedition is to be 
accommodated with the Saxon court photographer Albert 
Meyer and his wife. After all, there was no Olympic Village 
or even a temporary German House as a meeting place at 
the time.

The young Wilhelm Schmitz has long been a member 
of Philadelpia, which actively promotes the integration 
of German guests. So he soon became part of the 
community life of the German colony. The association 
offers such entertainments as Liederkranz (choral singing) 
and instrumental music, a library and discussions, as well 
as evenings of dancing and balls.

Business letter from 

the Athens firm 

 Alexandros Fischer, 

which Wilhelm 

Schmitz sent to his 

father Richard in the 

Rhenish town of 

 Opladen on 17 May 

(29 May) 1896 and 

which he franked 

on the obverse with 

 Olympic stamps. 

Photo: Collection Rüdiger Fritz 
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Above all, the popular amusements, which we regard as 
a kind of sport, are appealing like the general practice 
of physical exercises, German gymnastics on equipment 
and especially the competitive bowling game, which the 
German Greeks considered the “most valuable means” 
for peaceful and cosy gatherings.

To this end, a bowling lane that ends outdoors for 
spectators was built. Prize bowling there attracted 
many enthusiasts, as did prize shooting with bolts. Even 
billiards was surrounded. Modern sport has probably not 
advanced to this point yet.

Joint excursions and hikes open up the surrounding 
area. Wilhelm now excitedly hears about the announced 
young athletes from his home country and international 
sports competitions. He wants to play his part in the 
success of the Olympic festival. So he joins the bass 
voices of the men’s choir of the Philadelphia Association, 
because the Samaras anthem is on the exercise 
programme. Moritz Unger also conducts this choir, with 
which he wants to strengthen the Greek Philharmonic, 
which he also leads, at the opening. But Wilhelm has 
even more in mind.

Wilhelm Schmitz’ Olympics 1896

On 5th April 1896, the Christian Resurrection Sunday, the 
ten Olympic days begin festively in the stadium, almost 
missed by the Americans. They sailed through the 
Mediterranean mistakenly anticipating the Gregorian 
opening day, only realising very late that this calendar is 
not used in Greece, but the Julian calendar is. Only a hasty 
change to the railway across Greece saved their timely 
participation on Monday, the first day of competitions.

Meanwhile, Wilhelm Schmitz, in consultation with his 
mentor, allows himself some time off during the Games. 
He takes his Olympic mission very seriously and gets 
involved beforehand until all German guests, especially 
the athletes, are accommodated privately. Wilhelm and 
Carl Schuhmann from the Berlin gymnastics squad soon 
discover that they both come from the Cologne area and 

are Rhenish compatriots. Throughout the Olympic days, 
Wilhelm proves his worth as a city guide, interpreter and 
shopping assistant for German guests unfamiliar with the 
city. He leads them to places of interest in the city and 
its surroundings on mealy dirt roads. He makes himself 
so indispensable that he is equipped with the white cap 
by his gymnastics friends without any objection from 
team boss Dr. Gebhardt and can now enter the stadium 
freely. On behalf of the Philadelphia Association and in 
appropriate official dress with a hat and cane, he takes 
the guests and the photographer Meyer to the Acropolis.

Wilhelm also guided Philadelphia families on an 
excursion to the renovated stadium beside the old 
Hermes Column, the turning point for circuits. Typically 
for him, Meyer also arranged a photograph of a selected 
circle of men from the Philadelphia Association on the 
grandstand. Wilhelm receives prints.

Wilhelm enjoys the excitement of the four Olympic 
victories achieved by his new friend Carl Schuhmann at 
various gymnastics apparatuses. Wilhelm raves about 
Carl’s victory in the GrecoRoman wrestling for the rest of 
his life: When the 1.56 m tall gymnast competes against a 
“treeheight” Englishman in the preliminaries, laughter 
resounds from the stadium ranks. But in a few minutes 
Carl has him on his back. The final fight against the even 
bigger Greek Stephanos Christopoulos ends the same 
way, although the Crown Prince Constantine as President 
of the Organising Committee interrupts the protracted 
fight for spurious reasons and has it continued the 
next day. Enough material is here for heroic stories on 
countless Athenian evenings and a lifetime on the 
Rhine. 

Schuhmann is the subject of further discussion, of all 
things the first amateur scandal and in the first Olympic 
Games. Would the fear of a lack of German sympathy 
in Greece, already raised by Germany, prove justified 
after all? A Berlin lover from Athens remembers a ‘Circus 
Schumann’ (with no ‘h’) in Berlin. So it was not a great 
leap to declare Carl Schuhmann a professional circus 
wrestler and circus gymnast and to accuse the German 
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team of trying to steal victories from the Greeks and 
other true sportsmen. Wilhelm and the Philadelphia 
Association work against this on many fronts with 
explanations and correspondence. Only official 
statements by the German Gymnastics Association from 
the Reich were able to remove the rumour from the 
Athens.

The fact that Wilhelm only bought three Olympic photos 
from Meyer with the typically sweeping cardboard frame 
may be due to the fact that German Philadelphia friends 
are also involved as instrumentalists in the stadium 
marching bands and included as impartial judges, and 
that he may be friends with the young Greek discus 
thrower.

For the association and for Wilhelm, the Olympic 
adventure is a conciliatory one: The crown prince presents 
the Philadelphia with an Olympic certificate as for all 
victors. Wilhelm receives the commemorative medal 

like all participants with Nike, goddess of victory, on 
the front and written proof on the back: “International 
Olympic Competitions in Athens 1896”.

A year before his death, Wilhelm still recounts the story 
of cheering American spectators in the local supplement 
Bergische Post of the Rheinische Post. There he tells: 
Sailors poured into the stadium from American warships 
anchored in Phaleron Bay. On the tiers of the stadium 
they cheered, flags waving, particularly loud when their 
compatriots achieved their numerous successes. This is 
how it remains to this day.

Wilhelm 1897 back in the Rhineland

The German team had long been at home when Wilhelm 
returned home to Opladen in late 1897 with a stack of 
Olympic documents after his third year of training in 
Athens. Meyer’s photos of the 1896 Games and the 
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Philadelphia Association, the bass sheet music of the 
Olympic Hymn and that medal for participation in the 
first Olympic Games in Athens have since appeared 
occasionally in local sections of the Rhenish newspapers 
from 1952 to 2004. Wilhelm often pulls the medal out of 
his trouser pocket and unwraps it from the protective 
handkerchief. The treasures he brought with him are 
pictured throughout this contribution.

Ten years later Wilhelm took over the family pharmacy 
in Opladen and maintained his old friendly and business 
connections to Greece. He passed the drugstore on in 
1945 and lived until 1953. Today the business is a thing 
of the past.  �
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An Olympic Village 
called ‘Brotherly Love’

By Dietrich Quanz and Stephan Wassong

After the middle of the 20th century, huge residential 
districts were built for thousands of Olympic athletes in 
the course of the reconstruction or new construction of 
entire city districts. They would later function as student 
cities: a quiet echo of the idea of the 1894 Olympic 
Founding Congress, to dedicate The Olympic Games to 
young people expressively, as well before as of the 1891 
Peace Congress in Rome, which decided to hold musical, 
poetic and sporting student competitions in shared 
accommodation.

The Paris Olympics in 1924 were the first to offer athletes 
provisional wooden houses, and in 1936 Berlin built an 
idyllic stone “Village”, later destined for military use. 
Otherwise, national teams had to rely on their own 
preparations. It is unclear whether in 1906 the Zappeion 
building or a tent city was already available in the Athens 
National Park. In any case, in 1906 and before that in 
1896, the Germans adhered to the German colony in 
Athens and its home association Philadelphia, Greek for 
brotherly love.

During the 1906 Games, for example, the Philadelphia 
Association invited the German team to a beer evening 
at their clubhouse on 28th April. Here the noble German 

team leader, LieutenantGeneral and President of the 
Reich Committee for the Olympic Games, Count Egbert of 
Asseburg, paid tribute to the great support received by the 
German team. The Second International Olympic Games 
in Athens harks back to the first Games.

The Greek monarchy wanted to hold all subsequent 
Games in Athens. The compromise that left Coubertin 
unsatisfied was a biannual rotation: national games 
with international participation alternating between 
Athens and internationally migrating games in large 
western cities. For the German Olympic Movement, 
however, the Olympic momentum really begins with this 
‘Intermediate second international Games’ in Athens 
1906.

When the German Philadelphia Association acted as a 
first Olympic Village for the Germans in 1896, it was almost 
100 years old and owed its existence to the common 
history of the two countries. European powers liberate 
the country from centuries of Ottoman occupation and 

establish the Wittelsbach monarchy in 1832. In addition 
to court servants and the military, the monarchy also 
brought Bavarian construction workers including 
craftsmen, architects and merchants. Five years later 
the Association of Germans and German Travellers was 
founded in Athens. 

The todays GermanGreek Association Philadelphia 
with its cultural centre and accommodation for German
speaking interested parties in Maroussi has its roots in 
this oldest Greek association after an interruption during 
the Second World War. At the 2004 Games in Athens, 
the ViceChairman of this ‘new’ association, Hubert 
Eichheim, held a panel discussion in the German House 
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to recall the historical merits of the association, in so far 
as they were known at that time.

In 2004, however, the Greek organisers did build the 
athletes’ village. Earlier, in 2001, the GermanGreek 
Association PHILADELPHIA of 1837 had already published 
a reprint of Wilhelm Barth’s Philadelphia story from 
1936 as well as a continuation and some illustrations. 
The continuation does not omit the Nazi period and the 
activities within Philadelphia. The Philadelphia’s own 
associations with Nazi Germany and the loss of prewar 
property, including historical testimonies, are regretted.

The early founders first rented event rooms, struggled 
time and again with finances, especially with the many 
relocations of their members. Finally, in 1848, they 
created their own clubhouse in Omirou Street, now home 
to the Goethe Institute. When 15 years later Greece shakes 
off Bavarian foreign rule, the exodus of many Germans 
endangers the very existence of the association.

But the new German Archaeological Institute in Athens 

in 1875 with the Olympic excavators and the official 
delegation of the new German Empire gradually led to 
increased membership and a sort of official status for the 
society. It staged imperial festivals and organised visits to 
fleets. This role overlays the old compatriotic relations. 
The last two decades of the 19th century therefore saw a 
period of prosperity with further members from Germany 
and the AustroHungarian Dual Monarchy. New young 
entrepreneurs, diplomat members and excavators of 
Greek antiquity smoothed the paths to the royal house.

In the list of the Society in 1887 we find three German 
archaeologists and residents of Athens who have long 
been members of the Society and who involve their 

colleagues from other classical institutes of France, Great 
Britain and the USA in the life of the Philadelphia. In 
the association there is even talk of an archaeologists’ 
lunch table. In the archaeological world itself, Heinrich 
Schliemann, Ernst Ziller and Wilhelm Dörpfeld are 
prominent names, especially in the Olympic context. 

Dörpfeld started in 1877 as a young excavator in Olympia 
and soon took over the technical management of the 
excavation until 1882. In Germany, this is referred to 
as the first peace work of the new empire. He provides 
Baedecker’s Greece travel guide with the famous 
description of Olympia. In 1886 he was appointed head 
of the German Archaeological Institute in Athens for two 
and a half decades and ten years later became chairman 
of the Philadelphia Association. 

For the 1896 Games, he was appointed to the 
Organising Committee, as were all the directors of Athens’ 
 classical schools. He worked with Ziller on the scientific 
reconstruction of the stadium. His younger colleague 
and sportsloving archeologist Alfred Schiff took care of 
the administration of the excavation and, like Wilhelm 
Schmitz, supervised the German Olympic team. He also 
helped the Greeks as a referee. We will come back to him.

When the World Exposition under the new Eiffel Tower 
is due for Paris in 1889, where Coubertin will gather his 
international sports pedagogical reformers, Dörpfeld 
cannot present the success of the German Olympic 
excavation. The German Empire rejects the republican 
event and its recourse to the French Revolution. But now 
the coexistence of the Athenian archaeologists pays off.

Through the director of the French school Théophile 
Homolle with his experts and with the support of the 
GrecoGerman building researcher Ziller, the German 
excavation results are presented to the world. The 
Frenchmen Victor Laloux and Paul Monceau worked 
out the reconstruction of the Altis after the German 
excavations. They present 1889 the ancient Olympic 
architecture and art from a sensational arthistorical 
perspective, published in a luxury edition. Coubertin’s 
library holds their magnificent volume. Five years later, in 
Paris, the modern Olympic project of 1894 was presented 
to the public and began with the Hymn to Apollo, which 
the Delphi excavator and discoverer Homolle delivered. 
That date marks the beginning of our private history 
about the spontaneous Rhenish Olympic enthusiast 
Wilhelm Schmitz.

Dörpfeld’s administrative colleague in Olympia, Alfred 
Schiff, was initially seen as a referee in 1896. Together 
with Carl Diem, Schiff conceived the ancient derivation of 
the Olympic torch relay for the 1936 Games. 

We can assume: Since the last quarter of the 19th 

century important impulses were accumulated for 
the reestablishment of the Olympic Games in the 
German Philadelphia Association and in its sportaffine 
archaeological circles at Athens. �
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Legacy has become a core dimension of megaevent 
bidding and hosting strategies. With such expansive 
potential to bring about the positive regeneration of an 
area, the Olympic Games is a trigger for stateled social, 
urban and economic transformations. The Games act as 
a consensus builder – creating a willingness to mobilise 
resources to focus on and deliver city projects – whilst 
stimulating a broader acceptance within government, 
industry and civil society of sustainable and ethical best 
practices.  

In 2005, Lord Coe and his bid team pledged that 
a London 2012 Olympics would regenerate one of 
London’s poorest areas and deliver lastinglegacy, most 
notably the inspiration of a generation to participate 
and volunteer in sporting activities hosted in flexible 

sporting facilities, and the conversion of the Olympic 
Park/Village into a sustainable place to live, with 
affordable housing options. These undertakings became 
known as the ‘Singapore Promise’; and, following the 
numerous examples of ‘White Elephant Syndrome’, 
London appears to have delivered what many consider 
to be the prototypical 21st century Olympic Games. The 
Olympic Stadium has been reconfigured into a football 
stadium, similarly the athletes’ village is now a newly 
beautified urban East Village neighbourhood. To 
accommodate the fundamental remodelling of the 
newly established E20 post code, the transport system 
in and out of Stratford has been transformed and the 
commercialisation of the area is relentless. 

However, prior to the Singapore Promise, Malfas et al 
(2004) argued that economic benefits would remain 
the prime motivation for hosting the Olympic Games 
and that the potential social, political, cultural and 
environmental impacts are ultimately utilised to validate 
the staging of the Games rather than providing an actual 
benchmark for positive change for the residents of the 
host city community. Has this been the case in London 
since that momentous day in July 2005?

London 2012 Legacy – Did London 
Deliver on its Singapore Pledges?
By Peter Evans

Peter Evans   |  Senior teaching fellow at Birmingham City 
University, located in central England, and lectures on critical 
management theory. He has a Masters degree in Olympic 
Studies from the University of Cologne and worked for UK 
Anti-Doping during the 2012 and 2016 Olympics. His research 
interests focus on the impact and legacy of mega-events. 
Looking ahead, he will be undertaking in-depth ethnographic 
studies into the 2022 Commonwealth Games in Birmingham. 
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Inspired to Participate?

London’s Singapore Presentation, on 6th July 2005, was 
delivered by an eclectic mix of characters (from opposing 
political persuasions, to royalty, to former Olympians). 
However, it was the words and vision of Sebastian Coe 
that resonated most across a spellbound, consenting IOC 
keen to endorse one of their own. 

Coe singlehandedly usurped the agenda, ahead of 
the shooin bid of Paris, with a passionate oration and 
an enlightened pledge that not only inspired delegates 
but questioned the relevance of the Olympics in the 21st 

century. Thus, whilst Coe extolled the virtues of the IOC, 
pandering to egos (“no group of leaders does more than 
you to engage the hearts and minds of young people”), 
he challenged the Movement, now operating within its 
postcommercial phase, to make a bold decision that 
was critical to the very survival of Olympism: 

In the past, you have made bold decisions. Decisions 
which have taken the Movement forward in new and 
exciting directions. Your decision today is critical. It is 
a decision about which city will help us show a new 
generation why sports matters … why the Olympic 
ideals still matter so much. 

This vision provided clear daylight between the respective 
bids of London and Paris, capturing the attention of an 
audience at least partly in touch with the need for the 
Movement to connect to a generation that they did not 
understand. Lord Coe had a vision to keep the Movement 
germane to ‘Generation Y’ (the digital, liberal Millennials 
whom the establishment wished to ‘connect’ with 
but didn’t know how to) and thus Coe handed the IOC 
salvation: “On behalf of the youth of today, the athletes 

of tomorrow and the Olympians of the future, we humbly 
submit the bid of London 2012”. The IOC was on board; Coe 
had won the day and London 2012 was both a reality and 
a seductive vision of a healthier nation, transforming the 
lives of young people (Gibson 2015). 

Against the odds, the London bid was a success with 
Coe and Prime Minister Tony Blair taking the plaudits. 
However, the rhetoric in Singapore had been largely 
without tangible substance; Tony Blair had stated: “Our 
vision is to see millions more young people in Britain and 
across the world participating in sport and improving 
lives as a result of that participation. And London has 
the power to make that happen”. This pledge had to be 
translated into action and a somewhat shellshocked 
UK Sport (the country never expected to actually win the 
bid) now had a new, truly colossal remit – how do you 
inspire a generation to reengage with Olympic Sport 
in a country besotted with football and disengaged 
from exercise? As unlikely as that sounds, it was still 
further compounded by the need to reach out beyond 
Britain’s shores to the youth of the entire Olympic family 
– changing a generation on a global stage was a truly 
noble goal but it was vision that appeared decidedly 
empty in the cold light of day. 

Nevertheless, London, although burdened by a 
complex governance structure involving the Government 
Departure for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), the British 
Olympic Association (BOA), the Greater London Authority 
(GLA), the Mayor of London, the Olympic Delivery 
Authority (ODA), the London Organising Committee of the 
Olympic Games (LOCOG) and the London Development 
Agency (LDA), did attempt to plan for legacy at an early 
stage, with local consultation – although there was 
resentment that the regeneration would ultimately 
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happen to the local communities rather than being 
influenced by them (London East Research Institute 
[LERI], 2007). It is also to London’s credit that this 
coalition of agencies was not dominated by commercial 
interests in the same way as perhaps the 1996 Atlanta 
Games were.

The first step on this epic journey was for the DCMS to 
commission a ‘Taking Part’ survey (called the ‘APS’ or 
‘Active People Survey’) in 2005 to benchmark sporting 
engagement for adults aged 16 and over and children 
aged 5 to 15 years old in England, providing a clear 
picture of why people do or do not engage with sport.

The first APS revealed that between October 2005 
and October 2006 swimming (3.27 million people), 
football (2.02 m), cycling (1.69 m) and athletics (1.34 m) 
were the most popular ‘onceaweek’ participation 
sports in England. Richard Caborn, the Sports Minister 
in 2005, proposed that the plan was for one million 
more people to be participating in sport by 2013 and to 
achieve this Sport England, who had responsibility for 
generating and maintaining participation in sport, were 
provided with record levels of funding from the Labour 
Government in the period prior to the 2008 stock market 
crash. 

For the threeyear period to March 2008, Sport England 
spent £660 million to promote sport and physical 
activity, and whilst progress was relatively slow, the 
National Audit Office (NAO) reported that participation 
had increased by 520,000 during this period (Amyas 
Morse, head of the NAO, 2010). Furthermore, by 2010, 
95% of state school children were given the statutory 
minimum two hours of weekly physical exercise (up from 
just 25% in 1997). 

Inevitably, the 2008 global financial crash and ensuing 
credit crunch led to a change of government in the 
UK and thus a change in philosophy as a period of 
austerity and retreat in social investment took hold. 
The Conservative–Liberal coalition committed to a 
lasting Olympic legacy, but Michael Gove (the new 
DCMS Minister) almost immediately cut funding for 
physical education in schools by £162m. The popular 
‘School Sport Partnership’, introduced under Labour to 
integrate activities across schools, was disbanded. The 
Sport England fund called ‘Sport for All’ was another 
victim of the cuts and any hope that the funding and 
infrastructure would therefore be in place to harness the 
anticipated huge public interest and desire to reengage 
with sport postLondon 2012 was perhaps lost long 
before Mo Farah, Jessica Ennis, Bradley Wiggins, Chris 
Hoy, the Brownlee Brothers, Andy Murray, Nicola Adams 
et al provided the hosts with truly glorious evenings, 
inspirational role models and a platform for real change.

Indeed, there was clear evidence from the athletes 
themselves that funding sport, at grass roots level 
prior to the influence of elite national bodies, 
makes a difference. Of the 65 Team GB medallists a 
disproportionate 37% were achieved by privately
educated athletes in a country where only 7% are thus 
educated (Vasagar, 2012). Clearly, these institutions, with 
better facilities and coaching, outperformed the state 
school system, supporting the view that the UK had a 
twotier provision of sport based on socioeconomic 
status. Lord Moynihan, Chairman of the British Olympic 
Association, said that the figure was “one of the worst 
statistics in British sport” and it should be a priority to 
make sport a more accurate reflection of society.
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While this is simultatenously impressive and disturbing, 
it is not critical – most of the British public did not aspire 
for their children to become Olympians but they did 
want them to have the opportunity to pursue these 
sports, many of which are swamped by the English 
obsession with football (the media, school curricula and 
culturally). Blair and Coe had provided a vision and a 
taste of real legacy – could Prime Minister David Cameron 
deliver the means for lasting change?

The impact of austerity measures post-2012 

Initially, there were some encouraging signs. In December 
2012, Sport England released figures that revealed the 
original targets had been met and surpassed: 15.5 million 
people aged 16 and over were playing sport at least once 
a week, representing a rise of 1.57 million over the 2005 
benchmark. These figures included a huge upsurge of 
750,000 in the Olympic year (clearly it was the ability to 
accommodate and retain this spike that would ultimately 
determine the legacy of the London Games).

The National Governing Bodies of sport in the UK 
reported unprecedented levels of inquiry into how and 
where to participate in Olympic Sports. Coe’s vision 
seemed a genuine possibility, but the Government had 
seemingly missed the boat – so many people, mostly 
children holding the hands of despairing parents, 
reported that they were unable to find the facilities and 
coaching required to try to replicate the skills of their new 
heroes. 

Former Prime Minister David Cameron, the old Etonian 
who had clearly enjoyed the Olympics enormously (he 
was often seen in prime seating alongside the  Royal 

Family), sought the advice of prominent UK NGBs to 
ride the wave of sporting success. The lack of a coherent 
 government strategy for sport was exposed and  Cameron 
sought to belatedly act (had he done so effectively his 
own personal legacy may have been to alter the UK’s slide 
towards obesity instead of his Brexit epitaph). 

For many (Olympic) NGBs however, Cameron’s entreaty 
of the Football Association, English Cricket Board and 
Rugby Football Union to help deliver a lasting legacy 
was misguided. None of these sports were responsible 
for the uplift in sporting activity in the UK (indeed 
statistics prior to the OG suggested that these sports were 
haemorrhaging market share in terms of participation). 
Predictably, they concluded that more funding of their 
respective sports would meet the needs of the next 
generation; so, the answer was more of the same (it was 
none less that Albert Einstein who once said: “We cannot 
solve our problems with the same thinking that we used 
when we created them”). 

Belatedly, in March 2013, Prime Minister Cameron 
announced the new funding for primary schools of £150 
m a year for two years. The money was ringfenced and 
given directly to primary schools in England. Schools 
were able to pay for extra coaching sessions to improve 
the quality of sports and PE provision. Cameron said: 
“We can create a culture in our schools that encourages 
all children to be active and enjoy sport.” Having 
dismantled the school sport partnerships this appeared 
to be a quick fix born of political expediency.  Shadow 
Sports Minister, Clive Efford, described the move as 
follows: “Cameron wanting praise for putting money 
back into school sport is like a burglar returning stolen 
goods and expecting to be hailed as a public hero”.
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A successful narrative?

Despite Efford’s scathing summation of Cameron’s 
posturing, participation has continued to grow, reaching 
15.97 million in December 2016 (higher than October 
2012) and a full 1.88 million higher than when London 
won the bid in 2005. What is even more remarkable 
is that this has been achieved against a backdrop of 
local authorities in the UK investing 27% less on sport 
in the period 2009/10 to 2013/14 (a drop of £389 m due, 
primarily, to austerity cuts).

There have, of course, been winners and losers: some 
sports (such as swimming) have fallen from grace in the 
shifting sands of public tastes; economicallydeprived 
groups and those with disabilities have not enjoyed 
participation growth at the same level and some 
geographical areas of England, particularly in the north, 
appear to have benefited the least from the Games. 
However, the mood within the industry is pragmatic; 
Phil Smith (2016), Sport England’s director of sport, 
stated: “… we’re the first host nation ever to deliver the 
legacy of getting more people active”. 

Whilst this has to be celebrated, Sport England, local 
authorities and the UK Government must heed the 
shifting profile of sport, as Richard Cabourn suggests: 
“… funding things such as Park Runs and community 
projects and not just focusing on giving big sport 
associations lots of money and then letting them decide 
how best to use it”. This has certainly been the case 
with swimming, which has seen a 23.7% drop in weekly 
participation over the last decade (equating to three
quarters of a million people). What is of real concern is 
that such a phenomenal decline has occurred against a 
backdrop of 564 new pools opening (Rhodes, BBC, 2016) 
across England (73% of which are in London).

It is also worth considering how insightful, well
resourced campaigns, that reflect and resonate with 
the demands of inactive people, can have much more 
costeffective gains over that of a megaevent. For 
example, in the UK, Sport England (2016) targeted 

female participation with a cuttingedge advertising 
campaign called: “This Girl Can!” The results have 
been highly impressive in breaking down barriers 
and taboos to female opinions of sport (the campaign 
addressed headon the issue of body image and the 
fear of judgement). The online video attracted 37 million 
viewers and inspired 1.5 million to participate in sport.   

In evaluating the fulfilment of participation pledges 
made in Singapore it is difficult to quantify and qualify 
the level of success as the objectives were ill defined. The 
Olympic Games did create numerous role models and 
open the eyes of the British public, too long fixated on 
football, but the lack (or deconstruction) of infrastructure 
and Government investment stunted the impact of the 
Games which could have been transformational rather 
than just statistical. Indeed, by 2018 the British media, 
through media rights and coverage, is perhaps more 
entrenched in football than ever before – with the next 
generation more likely to spectate the game rather than 
participate in it. 

Despite this, significantly more people now play sport 
in the UK in 2018 than prior to the Singapore Promise – 
and it must not be overlooked that, without the Olympic 
Games in 2012, grass roots sport participation may have 
continued unabated on its nearterminal decline across 
the UK. Thus, although the 2012 Olympic Games may 
not have been truly transformational in changing the 
UK’s sporting environment, it did force sport onto the 
government conscience and obliged it to take action – 
reflecting upon the cost cutting exercises experienced 
elsewhere across the social sector, the consequences for 
sport of London not having prevailed in Singapore are 
beyond bleak. 

Overall, I’m inclined to suggest a qualified success 
for the participation legacy – but what of the urban 
regeneration plans? Stateled urban renewal is much 
more rapid than the more normal organic changes seen 
in the development of a city, so whilst participation 
growth has been a slow grind the urban environment 
has seen seismic change. 
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The policy of ‘convergence’: 
state-led urban renewal 

The Growth Boroughs Partnership (GBP – formerly 
the ‘Host Boroughs Partnership’ and comprising of 
local and national government, the Mayor and local 
communities) was established in 2006 with the aim of 
“regenerating an entire community for the direct benefit 
of everyone who lives there”. Creating a ‘Strategic 
Regeneration Framework’, the GBP instigated the policy 
of ‘convergence’ for the six host boroughs, which stated, 
“within 20 years communities who host the 2012 Games 
will have the same social and economic chances as their 
neighbours across London” (Bernstock, 2016). 

London’s East End has had an ongoing housing 
problem for decades. For example, between 1987 
and 2004 the proportion of social housing in Tower 
Hamlets (one of the six London ‘Olympic Boroughs’) 
declined from 82% to 46% (Bernstock, 2016). Whilst 
this borough was notoriously impoverished, the land 
prices were high – due to the proximity of the financial 
centre of London. It was therefore quite clear that one 
of the impacts of regenerating the Stratford area of 
London would be to create an environment appealing 
to investors seeking to capitalise on renovating 
property, which increases property values and rent, and 
ultimately leads to the displacement of the very people 
that regeneration seeks to assist: lowincome families 
(Lees et al, 2008). 

So, whilst this ‘EastmeetsWest’ aspiration appears 
to be a laudable, wellintentioned objective there were 
legitimate concerns that the divide could be bridged 
at the expense of social housing and their tenants. 
Indeed, some commentators suggested that this may 
go beyond perfunctory planning practices (that cause 
unintentional displacement) and become a form of 
social cleansing, indicative of a progressive, elitist 
replacement agenda. 

Certainly, so great is the level of transformation in 
some London Boroughs that it led the influential urban 
studies author Paul Watt (2016) to describe the East End 
areas such as Hackney and Stratford as “gentrification on 
steroids”. The impacts are varied, however. Whilst the 
University of East London (UEL, 2015:15) reports reduced 
levels of Poverty and Social Exclusion (PSE) across 
the Olympic Boroughs post2012, it is an areabased 
measure rather than peoplebased (Cohen and Watt, 
2017). This disparity is highlighted by the London School 
of Economics (LSE) Housing and Communities (2014) 
organisation, who state:

Life in general and rising costs in particular, make 
survival increasingly difficult … Rent, energy bills, the 
cost of childcare and food … a decline in job security, 
income and prospects. They feel worse off and are 
generally insecure.

The word ‘survival’ was certainly not part of the 
Government’s lexicon when it bid for the Games in 2005. 
Nevertheless, as Bernstock (p. 216) goes on to state:

As the government attempts to recoup the costs of 
staging the Olympics through the sale of land, the 
incentive could be to sell to the highest bidder and this 
may mitigate against a more socially inclusive form of 
urban regeneration.

This appears to be the case as the demand from private 
investment endures, despite any uncertainty fears 
associated with Brexit.

Potempkin images

Across the six boroughs there is an eclectic mélange of 
housing activity. In Hackney Wick the Government’s 
House Price Index (HPI) evidences enormous levels of 
gentrificationrelated house price growth, significantly 
above the London average. For example, between 
July 2009 and July 2014 Hackney experienced property 
increases of 82%, compared with 48% across London. 
The area is now awash with signs of the contemporary 
subculture of ‘hipsters’ (affluent bohemians) who are 
responsible for the abundance of new coffee shops, 
bistros and warehouse galleries in the locale of the vastly 
improved postGames infrastructure. Nevertheless, 
a once rundown, derelict area is now bursting with 
vibrancy.

The Borough of Newham has omnipresent levels of 
construction that are not only transforming the skyline 
but having significant impacts on the social fabric. In 
2016, it was reported that Newham had become the 25th 

most deprived Borough in England, a huge improvement 
from 2nd in 2011. On the surface, this is to be applauded. 
However, as house prices rise, and rents soar, many 
analysts suggest that the gentrifiers are displacing 
Newham’s poorer residents. Carpenter’s Estate in 
particular was the scene of ongoing battles between 
residents and the Local Authority over evictions and 
stands in stark contrast to the proliferation of affluent 
skyscrapers. 

Ultimately, the majority of the newbuild East London 
housing has never fully embraced the concept of 
meeting local housing needs; it has become a process 
for maximising returns on investment at a time of record 
low interest rates (Watt and Bernstock, 2016).

At the epicentre of all the reconfiguring of Stratford 
‘quarter’ sits the Westfield Centre, which has attracted 
phenomenal footfall from across London and from a 
global tourist industry. Meanwhile, the design of the 
physical environment surrounding the shopping district 
has received cosmetic attention in an attempt to ‘stitch’ 
the fringes of the area into the broader London milieu – 
a kind of tactical urbanism. This has resulted in some 



50

degree of beautification, which Fussey and Coaffee (2016) 
describe as “Potempkin facades concealing the down
atheel high streets”. One such concealment is the so
called ‘Shoal’, a public sculpture designed to conceal 
Stratford’s municipal architecture.

A short walk from the Shoal one finds the Olympic 
Stadium – one of the most iconic images of any Games. 
Four years earlier, Beijing’s Bird’s Nest amused and 
thrilled a global audience.  China, however, was enjoying 
a monumental comingofage global salutation of its 
place in the 21st century and was illdisposed towards 
creating a benchmark for rational facility design and 
legacy (to be fair, due to the planning time frames, the 
subsequent Games rarely have time to incorporate best 
practice or learn lessons from the previous Games). 
However, London, in the midst of a debilitating global 
recession, could not afford such profligacy – there was 
a clear need to find solutions to postGame facility 
management issues.

London again delivered in this area. Whilst it could 
have done much better there is no obvious, embarrassing 
white elephant scarring the landscape. The Olympic 
Stadium has been renamed the London Stadium and, 
putting aside the lack of imagination involved in the 
renaming, the stadium is used on a regular basis by 
West Ham United Football Club. The relocation of West 
Ham United was not smooth: the stadium is not ideal for 
football and the East End businesses and community that 
surround the old stadium (now demolished) were bitterly 
opposed to the move. Nevertheless, time heals, and the 
stadium is becoming more established, whilst attracting 
regular 60,000 attendances. 

Elsewhere, the Olympic Swimming Pool and Velodrome 
are open to the public, and well populated. The 
basketball arena and water polo centres were removed to 
avoid costly maintenance, with the basketball relocating 
to the Copper Box. The Queen Elizabeth Park remains a 
place that people enjoy using and adds to London’s rich 
traditions of parks.

In conclusion, the London 2012 Games met many of the 
promises made in 2005. The stadiums were reconstituted 
to reduce taxpayers’ burden, the transport infrastructure 
has seen significant investment and improvement, the 
area is now landscaped and provides upgraded living 
conditions with marvellous facilities and the levels of 
sport participation have risen (albeit not to the predicted 
levels). However, as is often the case in society, those 
most at need were further marginalised – unable to gain 
a foothold on the social ladder and displaced to other 
areas beyond London’s new urban utopia.

Since 1999, the principle of sustainable development 
forms part of the contract between the IOC and the host 
city (IOC, 2011). This is to be applauded, but it remains 
a discretionary principal that does not require local 
legislation. Perhaps the next phase for the IOC is to learn 
from the successes and failures of London 2012 to truly 
promote a social sustainability agenda through binding 
commitments enforced through the host city statutes.  

Thus, this author calls for a binding host city 
commitment that ensures Tokyo, and future host cities 
beyond 2020, convert their respective athlete villages 
into truly affordable housing and local authority social 
rental values in the vicinity of the Olympic complex are 
frozen to support the most vulnerable tenants. �
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In the years immediately preceding the Moscow Games, 
the Olympic Movement was in crisis – benign leadership, 
boycotts, a controlling administration and poor revenue 
streams were all contributing factors. While this was 
still initially the case during those early 1980s a series of 
events occurred which, individually, might have been 
less impactful but, collectively, were dramatic and were 
destined to set the Olympic Movement on the road to 
where it finds itself today, very successful but now at 

another critical moment, 
some might even say crisis 
point.

In many commentators’ 
view, those gamechanging 
events were the election of 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
as President, the lack of 
host for the 1984 Summer 
Olympics and the emergence 
of Peter Ueberroth and his 
commercially minded team 
in Los Angeles1, the initiation 
of the TOP programme and 
the eventual ‘retirement’ of 
the principal controller of the 
secretariat in Lausanne.

At the same time the nascent organisation that would 
be responsible for the Paralympics was experiencing 
similar tectonic movement. As is so often the case, those 
individual factors are only now appreciated with the 
benefit of retrospection. 

This account attempts to identify those factors from the 
position sociologist’s call, participant observation – that 
is, from the perspective of an individual who uniquely 
lived through, and was influenced by, the dynamic 
events of those days.2

Arnhem not Moscow 1980

The starting point to this narrative needs to be why 
Arnhem for the Paralympic Games 1980 and not Moscow 
the Olympic city in order to provide essential background 
to those ground breaking changes. 

In Paralympic folklore some misguided credence is 
given to the view, given the existence of the Cold War, 

that the reason Moscow declined the opportunity to 
host the 1980 Paralympic Games was “because there 
are no disabled in the USSR!” Even the most antiSoviet 
protagonist would find this version of the response 
unlikely, particularly as there is no documentary 
evidence supporting it. 

What was more likely was the statement emanating 
from that side of the Iron Curtain that “there was no 
national organisation for disabled sport in the USSR!”3 

In spite of the ‘fake news’ of the day, the minutes 
quoted below are factual.

In 1977 Sir Ludwig Guttmann reported to the ISMGF4 
Council Meeting that there had been no response to his 
efforts “to ascertain from the USSR whether it would 
be possible to hold the 1980 Olympiad for the Disabled 
in Moscow”.5 Discussions with ISOD6 then led to a joint 
agreement to accept the invitation of the Netherlands 
Sports Organisation for the Disabled (NIS) to host the 
1980 Games.

There were in fact two nations who indicated their 
interest in organising those 6th Paralympic Games – the 
Netherlands and Sweden. The choice in the end was less 
based on organisational ability and more about political 
influence among the decision makers.

The Netherlands and Sweden were the representatives 
of two opposing camps. The former, the founding 
partner with Great Britain and Sir Ludwig of the ISMGF 
whose first four versions of the Paralympics were the 
preserve of those with spinal cord injury. The latter was 
the adopted home of the new kid on the block, ISOD, the 
guardian of blind sport and amputee sport. ISOD was 
also founded by Sir Ludwig but its members constantly 
agitated about his potential for a conflict of interest with 
his presidency of ISMGF. As the deciding meeting for 
1980 was principally ISMGFled, Sweden really had little 
chance of success.

In 1976 ISMGF allowed athletes with visual impairments 
and amputees to partake in the Toronto Paralympics 
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and, for 1980 agreed to include athletes with cerebral 
palsy. The door of a multisport, multidisability 
Paralympics was starting to creak open in spite of the 
body of weight pushing from the other side! Sir Ludwig’s 
sudden death in early January 19807 would accelerate 
such integration and may have matured even earlier in 
its history but for the circumstances and arrangements 
for the 1984 Paralympic Games, split between Stoke 
Mandeville and New York.8

Rehabilitation versus Sport

These Sixth Paralympic Games in Arnhem can be singled 
out as the ‘link’ Games between those whose focus was 
paraplegia and rehabilitation, and the yet unimaginable 
multidisability, global, elite multi sports event that is 
now universally recognised as the Paralympic Games.

What then were the unique features that separated the 
1980 Games from those of the Toronto Olympiad9 1976?

Undoubtedly, the most significant factor was the 
growing movement away from a philosophy based on 
rehabilitation to that of sport. The death of Sir Ludwig, 
regrettable at a personal level by his tens of thousands of 
grateful patients and supporters around the world, was 
one catalyst of the change to come.

For nearly forty years that indefatigable founder 
dominated every aspect of international sport for 
disabled people. He had a huge personality and a self
righteousness that was difficult, indeed impossible 
to gainsay. He was first and foremost a highly gifted 
neurosurgeon who changed the life expectancy of 
the spinal cord injured and reversed the horrendous 
statistic where 9 out of 10 of such injured died. He saw 
sport primarily as a means to an end: the end being the 
rekindling of hope and motivation in broken bodies. 

His strength of personality and belief in the extrinsic 
value of sport acted as a brake on the speed of change 
to an organisation whose values were built on reha
bilitation, but which was ‘straining at the leash’ to 
change to one based on sport. The marked difference 
between the IOC and IPC movement in terms of those 
driving change was not the sports leadership of the day, 
sports entrepreneurs such as Ueberroth or marketing 
gurus, but the athletes themselves and external pres
sures.

Indeed, the past President of the IPC, Sir Philip Craven 
MBE bloodied himself politically as a wheelchair 
basketball player by his stance against coaching 
incompetence.10 And as ever, this call for change 
inevitably led to conflict where the immoveable object is 
met head on by an accelerating force.

In those early days following Sir Ludwig’s death, there 
was a feeling in the air that dramatic events were just 
around the corner. Arnhem proved opportune. The 
Dutch organisers, by their very efficient approach based 
on professional sports administration, contributed to 
this feeling in a way they could not imagine at the time. 
Things would never be the same! 

However there continued to be unwillingness by some 
of the ISMGF leadership who were medical professionals 
to give up their traditional rehabilitation view for one 
of the importance of sport for its own sake among 
their (patients!) athletes. Proof of where they saw 
their priorities can be found in the proceedings of the 
ISMGF Council Meeting (General Assembly) held during 
the Games on 1st July 1980 at Het Dorp, Arnhem11 in the 
following minutes :

Hong Kong asked about the timing (of future 
Paralympic Games), pointing out that the 1980 
Olympics for the Disabled had clashed with the World 
Rehabilitation Congress 12

Sir Ludwig Guttmann (1899–1980), the founder of the Paralympic Games. 

The German-Jewish neurologist emigrated to Great Britain in 1939 

where he was tasked by the government with establishing the  National 

Spinal Injuries Centre in Stock Mandeville Hospital in  Aylesbury. In 1948, 

he organised there competitions for disabled people, which became the 

start of the Paralympic Games.    Photo: Picture-alliance 
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This ‘criticism’ by Hong Kong is indicative of the inherent 
priorities and agendas of many of the Paralympic leaders 
at that time. But like King Canute this attitude could not 
resist being engulfed by the incoming tide of change.

The South African Controversy 13

Undoubtedly, one of the key factors in recognising that an 
activity has reached a critical mass or maturity is when it 
is impacted by wider ‘politics’, large or small, outside its 
immediate concern. The fact that this issue appeared at 
all is yet another important indicator of the way in which 
these Games were beginning to be seen as a sporting 
event of some significance: most certainly internally by 
the athletes, and more and more externally, by politicians 
and the world.

In years following the boycotts14 at both Games in 
the summer of 1976, the South African issue ceased to 
be a minor matter in the Paralympic world, and for the 
first time, the cosy community of the ‘disabled sports’ 
world‘ was subjected to the same scrutiny as their able
bodied peers. Arnhem would prove a crossroad. The 
challenging question for discussion was “Do you really 
see yourselves as sport or an imitation of sport?”

The significance of this issue and its importance in the 
evolution of the Paralympic Movement cannot be under
estimated, particularly as it took place at a time when so 
many other radical changes were taking place. It is only 
with the benefit of retrospection that one sees the whole 
evolutionary picture unfold.

For that reason it is worth including verbatim (with 
no grammar, spelling or contextual changes) the report 
of the Arnhem organising committee concerning the 
circumstances of the South African matter as described 
to the participating nations in a special edition of their 
information bulletins. 

Olympics for the Disabled, Arnhem 15

Olympic Bulletin. No. 9
Arnhem, October 1979

To: All member countries of ISOD/ISMGF

It is a long time since you heard from us. We offer our 
apologizes for this. You may know however that over the 
last few months a political discussion has taken place in 
the Netherlands about the taking part of South Africa in 
the Games which, at a certain stage, even endangered 
the continuation of the Games itself. Under these very 
confusing circumstances we found it unappropriate to 
feed you with information which later on might have to 
be recalled. Chronically the following events took place:

April 1979: 
The Board of the Foundation Olympics for the Disabled 
1980 released a statement confirming the standpoint 
that South Africa as a full member of ISOD/ISMGF had the 
right to take part in the 1980 Olympics with a nonracial 
team selected on merit only.

29 Aug 1979: 
Discussions in the Dutch Parliament on the subject of a 
South African team taking part in the 1980 Olympics.

Two motions were introduced, one by the socialist 
party to expel South Africa from the Games, another 
one by the Christian democrats asking for further 
investigation with the Special Committee against 
Apartheid of the United Nations. The reason for all 
this was that the Netherlands supported in 1976 a U.N. 
resolution requesting to avoid all sport contact with 
South Africa in general, with the exception of sport 
contacts endorsed by said Special Committee.

The motion of the Socialist Party was hold while the 
motion of the Christian Democrats was passed by a 
majority.

Needless to say that with the help of Mr. Barrish, 
chairman of the South African Sport association for the 
Disabled, we did everything to supply Parliament and 

Sir Philip Craven 

played 188 times for 

the British basketball 

team. He was elected 

for four terms as 

President of the 

I nternational 

 Paralympic 

 Committee (IPC) from 

2001 to 2017 and was 

IOC Member from 

2003 to 2017.

 Photos: Tony Sainsbury Archive 



JOH 3 | 2018   The last ‘Olympics for the Disabled’ 1980 55

the Press, with all the information about the true facts of 
the state of integration reached by this Association.

30 Sept 1979:  
Our Foreign Minister visited in New York Mr. Clark, 
chairman of the Special Committee. Mr. Clark informed 
him that the Committee was not prepared to give an 
endorsement to the South African Association since it was 
not important if the South African Association operated on 
a nonracial basis but it was the “apartheids policy” of 
the South African Government which mattered.
 
5 Oct 1979: 
The Government of the Netherlands produced a letter 
addressed to our Parliament stating, that as a result of all 
the information available, the Governments standpoint 
was, that a South African team in the Olympics for 
the Disabled 1980 was admit able since a nonracial 
composition could be expected.

18 Oct 1979: 
The letter mentioned above was discussed in Parliament. 
A (new) motion introduced by the Socialist Party, stating 
that participation of South Africa in the Olympics for the 
Disabled in 1980 is unwished for, was passed by a majority 
of over 2/3 of the votes.

The core of this motion, with complete neglection of 
the arguments of the Government was laid down in 
three points 
1) The Special Committee of the U.N. rejects participation 

of South Africa in the 1980 Olympics for the Disabled.
2) The policy of the South African Government is not 

based upon an actual willingness to affect the system 
of apartheid.

3) The Netherlands supported the 1976 U.N. resolution.

19 Oct 1979: 
Our Board was notified by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, that given the situation created by the verdict 
of Parliament the cabinet had come to the conclusion 
that maintaining the offer to give material support 
(accommodation, transportation, food etc) to the 
Games, if a South African team would take part, would 
be unwise.

Under these conditions much to her regret, the Board of 
the Foundation had to take the unwished for decision to 
cancel the entry of South Africa and to inform Mr. Menzo 
Barrish accordingly. In due course of this month, you will 
receive further bulletins on essential matters concerning 
the Olympics, but we felt that timely and precise 
information on this important matter was necessary.

With kind regards     
C.L. Dekking     
(Director general)

The argument which did not prevail was that South Africa 
could participate as the Olympics for the Disabled was 
not really a sports event and was, therefore, not subject 
to the same moral standards as mainstream sport (!).

A further example in the same context is a very British 
domestic one in which an AntiApartheid heroine was 
banned, by the then called British Paraplegic Sports 
Society,16 for distributing antiapartheid material during 
the European Table Tennis Championships 1979 at Stoke 
Mandeville. Her name, Maggie Jones.

Among a number of brutal facts of this sad story are:
•	Maggie	was	banned	for	life	without	appeal	to	the	BPSS!		
•	Pressure	was	put	on	regional	and	club	organisations	of	

which she was a member to act similarly.
•	She	was	dishonourably	escorted	off	the	Stoke	Mande

ville premises and told never to return.
It is significant that even during this period when the 

organisation was slowly maturing, the athletes (in the 
main) viewed themselves and their rights as subjugated 
to the medical model to which they were accustomed. 
A model based on the draconian hospital regimes from 
which many had come so recently and which were too 
common in those days.

Even though Maggie Jones was not considered for 
selection for these 1980 Games, she did have a presence 
in Arnhem when the London based AntiApartheid 
organisation hired a plane and ‘buzzed’ the Opening 
Ceremony flying a banner seeking her reinstatement!! 

The year after Arnhem, the International Games 
found themselves under similar pressure to that which 
faced the Dutch Parliament and Organising Committee. 
So much so that, at the ISMGF Council meeting of that 
year 1981, the future participation of the South African 
team was suspended although they retained their 
membership. Possibly the demonstrations outside 
the gates of Stoke Mandeville during the International 
Games, running at the same time as the Executive and 
Council met, added to the pressure to suspend.

Demonstration by disabled people against South African participation in the Stoke Mandeville 

Games 1981. 
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Specialisation 

A review of the numbers of competitors entered for 
those early Paralympics leaves the uninformed with a 
real conundrum. How can a multisport event of such 
complexity with the added overlay of classification,17 
with such few numbers, even take place, never mind 
be sustainable? The simple answer is that many 
participants competed in more than one sport or 
discipline. Even the former President of IPC, Sir Philip 
Craven, of some distinction as an international player on 
the basketball court, was known in those early days for 
his prowess in other sports including swimming.

Arnhem started to see the move away from such 
multiple entries and the realisation by the athletes that 
it was no longer sufficient to be simply good at a number 
of sports. To be successful one needed to concentrate 
every moment of training and preparation on a single 
discipline if one was to excel. No longer was it possible 
to turn up in a wheelchair used for daily living; serious 
competitors were designing bespoke racing wheelchairs, 
made to measure and made out of the lightest and most 
durable materials.

The start of the demise of multidiscipline/sport entry 
by an individual, and the attention to preparation 
detail, are yet more indicators that 1980 was the 
crossroads between sport for rehabilitation and elite 
sport recognisable as mainstream. The logical outcome 
of such specialization could have seen the death of the 
Games and other events of the time, but two factors 
prevented such an outcome.

 

The first was the formation of impairment specific 
international federations of disabled sport, similar 
to that for the spinal cord injured (ISMGF) which were 
formerly managed by ISOD. So for the blind, amputees, 
cerebral palsy and a group called Les Autres, which were 
all the other physically impaired athletes not captured 
by any of the above. Each of them had their own 
classification systems with a myriad of classes to ensure 
fair competition. The unforeseen consequence for a time 
was hundreds more competitors but hundreds more 
gold medals, some of questionable merit.

However, the break through which addressed this new 
challenge was being formulated by a German sports 
scientist, Dr. Horst Strohkendl.18 He was designing a 
system of classification not based on level of impairment 
but the reverse, i.e. to what degree can an impaired 
athlete function in the dynamic situation on court 
in order to enable those with different impairments 
to compete together as basketball players by use of a 
related points system?    

This functional approach was revolutionary and was 
gradually adopted by other sports, particularly athletics 
and swimming, which by combining athletes with 
different impairments reduced the overall medal count 
and made those awarded worthy recipients. There never 
was a market for an athletics event where there were 30 
plus gold medals awarded just for the 100 metres. These 
issues found their genesis in those wet and windy days 
of the summer of 1980.

Arnhem Organising Committee

As is often the case with new organisations, its members 
are often prepared to put up with less than perfect 
infrastructure or services just to make things happen. 
There are many examples, including sport event judges 
using their personal discretion as to the validity of a 
result, say in field events based on their perception of 
fairness in light of the individual’s disability! 19

One of the best graphic examples of making do can be 
seen at the first Paralympics, Rome 1960. A late switch 
of accommodation for the athletes (all daily wheelchair 

users at those first Games) meant that the Italian army 
had to be drafted  to carry the participants up numerous 
flights of stairs to their apartments and bedrooms as the 
new block allocated had no elevators.20

In contrast the attention to detail by the Arnhem 
team was outstanding as one might expect of these 
highly organised Lowlanders, in spite of the fact that 
they are not known for any occasional flexibility! Some 
commentators put such intransigence in Arnhem down 
to the influence of the military within the organisation 
committee, others to the paradoxical but charming 
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Dutch personality of liberality on the one hand and strict 
adherence to rules on the other. 

The accommodation notice below might serve as a 
practical example: perhaps its author was more used to 
soldiers than athletes:

We ask you not to be present in the encampment 
building between 9 and 12 o’clock. The daily cleaning 
of the building will take place during this time.
PLEASE: do not fail to make your bed before leaving 
your room/dormitory.21

In spite of the weather the Games would prove the 
necessary catalyst for much needed change. But in 1980 
the vestiges of the old remained, and Sir Ludwig’s spirit 
was everywhere. Maybe traditional medical and military 
models are not the best combination for an Organising 
Committee but whatever, it worked. The Games 
organisation undoubtedly contributed significantly to 
the momentum for change.

United Kingdom or Great Britain

Another indicator of the athletes and their support staff 
determination to be seen as mainstream elite sport, and 
treated accordingly, can be seen in the context of the 
Arnhem Opening Ceremony.

The organisers annoyed the British team by insisting 
on calling Great Britain the United Kingdom,22 a title 
seldom used in international sport. In typical Dutch spirit 
of compromise, there was a concession to the objections 
when the GB team was allowed to parade in the 
alphabetical slot of “G” behind Germany, but preceded 
by a Scout carrying the designated name board, United 
Kingdom. 

The Royal Guests arrived by helicopter in the middle of 
the field at the national sports centre, Papendaal, for a 
ceremony. They were unaware that they had just missed 
another controversy which might have made their 
presence redundant because of a possible embarrassing 
boycott of the participating nations. 

The cause was the instruction to the teams for the 
Opening Ceremony. It stated that only wheelchair 
athletes and their staff would be allowed to participate 
in the Parade at the end of Opening Ceremony. All other 
team members were instructed to remain seated in the 
stands, with the inference of a threat of disciplinary 
action against those who did not heed this directive. 

This fear of serious retribution against anyone who did 
not ‘toe the line’ was such that this segregated Parade 
is what actually occurred – unthinkable today. When 
the same request was made for the Closing Ceremony, 
it was totally disregarded by the teams and everyone 
joined in en masse. This was further indication of the 
still maturing nature of this young movement.

Press & Media attention

The Arnhem Games did show a modest increase in 
terms of media attention. The UK’s BBC had a film crew 
present throughout led by the famous Welsh rugby star, 
Cliff Morgan, former Head of BBC Sport. The eventual 
outcome, shown two weeks after the event, was a part 
sport and part social documentary. Of course there was 
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real disappointment that there was no contemporaneous 
programming, given the millions spent on the Olympics 
in Moscow. 

The written media continued to show a mixture 
of enlightened prose coupled with the worst kind of 
ignorance, as the following extract shows. The athlete 
who is the focus of the piece below was a multi medallist 
in a single sport.

The Disabled Olympics – LOVE, TEARS and TRIUMPH – 
David Hunn with the so called handicapped
… the possessor of a body so helpless that cutting the 
meat on his plate is beyond him. Thanks to his blessed 
buoyancy in the water……….When he gets home he 
will no doubt find the strength to hold a champagne 
glass. His wife will have to hold the bottle ...23

Then by way of contrast in the same article:
… in the basketball hall the knives are out. 
Wheelchairs hurtle from end to end, mighty shoulders 
heave and jostle, and the obstructing is something 
shocking. Every now and again a major collision 
overturns a chair and out flies a body. The top is all 
muscle, the legs only rags. They don’t expect help and 
they seldom get it.

Today the press and media in their presentation of 
Paralympic athletes are one of the reasons that the public 
understand and appreciate their elite performances.

Paralympic 

In 1980 the Games were called ‘the Olympics for the 
Disabled’: a title that did not meet with the approval of 
the IOC. This title was a metamorphosis of similar titles 
that had occurred over the years by occasional references 
in the media to the ‘disabled Olympics’ or ‘wheelchair 
Olympics’. 

After a number of significant exchanges, the title 
was given lukewarm approval to continue by the 
IOC provided the title, or anything like it, was never 
used again. Therefore, Arnhem was the one and only 
time that the term was officially used.24 This title was 
critical to Arnhem’s marketing strategy as the focus to 
raise millions of guilders through a TV lottery and other 
activities.

At the Moscow Olympics of the same year, Juan Antonio 
Samaranch took over the IOC presidency and, with his 
inauguration, a new era of marketing was initiated 
known as the TOP programme. Had those exchanges 
on the use of the word Olympic occurred a few years 
later, even the Dutch would have been hard pressed to 
influence the IOC and would have been working over
time on a new title. 

Contrary to popular belief, the word Paralympic(s) 
was used on occasions in the 60s and 70s in a variety of 
contexts, for example on the Games buses in Heidelberg 
’72. 

In a promotional article for the Games the following 
appears –

Until the Toronto Olympics, the Games of the 
Handicapped were widely referred to as the 
Paralympics: mainly because, until then, the blind 
and the amputees had never taken part. Well in 
Toronto they did and they will again in Arnhem. The 
fact that the Games are now open to the blind, to 
amputees, polio patients and paraplegics makes the 
name ‘Paralympics’ a misnomer. So from now on let’s 
talk about the Games in terms of what they really are: 
the Olympics for the Handicapped.25

This frequent use of the title of ‘Olympics for the Disabled’ 
or ‘Olympics for the Handicapped’ was an Olympic 
marketing nightmare and one can understand their 
concern even in those preTOP days. This was in spite of 
allowing the ‘sport for all’ organisation for persons with a 
mental handicap the title Special Olympics.26

The genesis of the word ‘Paralympic’ can be found 
originally in the combination of the words paraplegic 
or paralysed and Olympics. From 1976 the Games ceased 
to be the preserve of paraplegic competitors. The later 
adaptation of the term by Seoul ‘88 was explained, 
initially without universal enthusiasm by those non
paraplegic adherents, ‘as running parallel to the 
Olympics’. 

The Olympic flame also stopped in Stoke Mandeville in 2012 on the way to 

London.   Photo: Picture-alliance 
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The opponents to the use of the word parallel saw it as a 
contrived definition in order to preserve the status quo 
of spinal cord injured dominance, as the Olympic Games 
and Paralympic Games are never at the same time. 
Eventually, the definition of the name, running ‘along 
similar lines to’ has been universally accepted.

There is no doubt now amongst Paralympic archivists 
that the word’s first international use was in 1964 at the 
Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games where a cigarette 
company was a Games sponsor. They issued a cigarette 
packet design for each Olympic sport and one which 
referred specifically to the Paralympics.  

Even then the temptation to use Olympic association 
was too much to resist as Tokyo 1964 pushed the three 
wheeled ISMGF logo into a five wheel Games logo 
stopping short of arranging them in the same pattern as 
the Olympic rings.

The word ‘Paralympic’ has now found its way into 
the daily language of many cultures and without the 
need for extensive explanation: the old derivations and 
arguments are only in the minds of antiquarians writing 
about those days!

Conclusion

The inclusion of more and more disability groups 
favoured those countries where there was a single 
organisation managing the whole process at a domestic 
level and in a sports specific manner rather than 
disability specific. So much so that those countries who 

had founded and maintained a sports structure based 
on disability factors, of which the UK was one, quickly 
realised painful change was necessary if they were to 
meet the ambitions of their athletes.

The realisation of the need for better international 
collaboration was born out of these days. The formation 
of the International Coordinating Committee in March 
198227 which led to the creation of the International 
Paralympic Committee in 1989 was motivated by the 
Arnhem Paralympics. 

Sport needed to be thought of and structured as sport 
and not in terms of impairment. Not based on what a 
body could not do but on what a body, no matter how 
impaired, could do. This mantra around people with 
impairments rights is the living gift of the Paralympic 
Movement to society and the world.

Arnhem ’80 was a resounding success with every credit 
possible going to the Dutch organisers. It marked a new 
era for the reasons described, but because of external 
factors, was never able to fully capitalise immediately 
on the potential of its legacy as old ghosts came back to 
haunt progress.28

Comparisons are rarely fair but one could hypothesise 
that the Olympic Games only started to became 
the grown up event known today postLA 1984 – a 
reformation which has taken nearly 40 years. 

Similarly, one might argue that in the same time 
period, the Paralympic Games has achieved sustainable 
maturity with the immense help of the IOC but from 
a much weaker starting point. Arnhem ‘80 was 
undoubtedly that starting point. �

 

1 The offer of Los Angeles to host the 1984 Olympic Games with Peter 
Ueberroth was taken up by the IOC as it was the sole bid. In his book 
Made in America he explains how he influenced the organisation of 
the Olympic Games forever by the adoption of a much more commer
cially focused operation.

2 The author was Chef de Mission of the British Wheelchair team (the 
title of those days) at the Arnhem Olympics for the Disabled and has 
been involved with the Movement for over forty years.

3 The term ‘disabled sport’ is controversial and was extensively used: 
the term ‘disabled people’ is still the preferred term in social and 
public references to, and by, disabled people themselves. For some 
years sportsmen and sportswomen have preferred the term which 
emphasises sport first, hence athletes with impairments.

4 ISMGF – the International Stoke Mandeville Games Federation: the 
founding body of the modern Paralympic Games whose predominant 
focus was the involvement in international sport of nations repre
senting athletes with a spinal cord impairment, currently renamed as 
IWAS (International Wheelchair and Amputee Sports Federation).

5 Minutes, ISMGF Council Meeting, 1977 Aylesbury, UK
6 ISOD – the International Sports Organisation for the Disabled: the 

body coordinating international sport activities for the visually im
paired and amputees until the 1980s, at which time those and other 
disability sport specific bodies created their own independent inter
national federations.

7 Joan Scruton, Stoke Mandeville – Road to the Paralympics
8 Following Arnhem, the Olympic Games were awarded to Los Angeles 

who declared that they would not organise the Paralympic Games. 
The main national disability sport organisation in the USA, the 
 National Wheelchair Athletic Association, declared they would only 

Cigarette packets from Tokyo 1964
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organise a Paralympics for its own impairment group, spinal cord 
 injured, and the location would be Illinois. This left ISOD looking for 
a host which it succeeded in doing in New York. The irony is that 
because of mismanagement in Illinois and lack of oversight by the 
NWSA, the organisation collapsed in March 1984 and that element 
of those Games quickly switched to Stoke Mandeville, UK, where, in 
spite of the timescales, the Games were considered a resounding 
success.

9 The name adopted for these 5th Paralympic Games since Montreal de
clined the honour.

10 At the end of the Toronto Games, Sir Philip as a leading member of 
the British wheelchair basketball team, along with his friend Gerry 
Kinsella, explained to the coach why they believed the team had 
failed – observers report that the language was colourful. The coach 
took exception and reported the two players to the team’s manage
ment who in turn reported to Sir Ludwig on their arrival back at Stoke 
Mandeville. Sir Philip and Gerry were summarily dismissed and told 
they would never play for GB again. This ban was later commuted to 
the lesser penalty of suspension, provided they apologised to the 
coach and Sir Ludwig which proved too difficult. Under a new coach, 
Sir Philip was selected for the Arnhem team as Sir Ludwig had passed 
away. Unfortunately, Gerry, considered one of the best players of his 
day, never represented GB again except in an invitation international 
in Manchester in the ‘Year of the Disabled 1981’.

11 ISMGF Council Meeting Het Dorp Arnhem July 1980 
12 Many of the leading national member officers of ISMGF federations 

were medical personnel involved with spinal cord impairment.
13 The Gleneagles Agreement of 1977 paved the way for the United 

 Nations ‘Register of Sports Contacts with South Africa’; this was the 
catalyst for the debate in the Dutch Parliament where named indi
viduals or organisations could be construed as supporting apartheid. 
This register eventually led to the adoption by the UN General As
sembly of its International Convention against Apartheid in Sports 
December 1985.

14 Because of a tour by the New Zealand All Blacks to South Africa 1976, 
26 African nations boycotted the Montreal Olympics and a number of 
nations boycotted the Toronto Paralympics.

15 Bulletin 9 was eagerly awaited as members were aware of what was 
being discussed in the background, including the possibility that the 

Games might be cancelled, with the chance of finding another host 
in less than a year unlikely.

16 British Paraplegic Sports Society was the UK member of the ISMGF 
whose Chairman was also Sir Ludwig. During those years, not surpris
ingly, there was no distinction between the position of the UK and 
ISMGF on political or organisational matters! 

17 Classification is the process in any sport of ensuring fair play so that 
only those with similar characteristics compete against one  another. 
Examples would be judo, weightlifting in terms of body weight; 
age in terms of orienteering and initially level of impairment in 
 Paralympic sport replaced by the more acceptable sports and less 
open to abuse, level of functionality on a sport specific basis.

18 Horst Strohkendl, The 50th Anniversary of Wheelchair Basketball – A 
History, RIP September 2018

19 BSAD Minutes of the Post Games, New York meeting October 1984
20 cf. 7 above
21 Olympic Village Handbook: Oranje Kazerne 25 June–5 July 1980. Your 

Accommodation
22 UK stands for United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

but the initials GBR as the short version of that title is universally ac
cepted in sport. Seoul ’88 was similarly confused in its final report 
listing the team correctly as Great Britain but after the United States of 
America in a version of alphabetical order.

23 The Observer, 29th June 1980
24 The one and only time the term was used is not quite true, Canberra 

bidding for the right to host the 2000 Paralympic Games strangely 
used the same title ‘Olympics for the Disabled’. 

25 KLM magazine, Holland Herald, 1979
26 As a USA organisation the USOC gave Special Olympics permission to 

use the term Olympic in its title in 1971 which was further officially 
recognised by the IOC in 1988.

27 ICC – International Coordinating Committee created in March 1982 to 
bring together all the international federations of disabled sport to 
act as one voice with would be Paralympic hosts and, in particular 
the IOC, who declined to be engaged with each federation separately. 
Its last meeting was in Cyprus eleven years later in March 1993 as it 
handed over the reins to the newly founded, International Paralym
pic Committee.

28 cf. 7 above
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For many years the painter and graphic artist, Jean 
Jacoby, was the only official Olympic champion from 
Luxembourg.1 At the arts contests he won two Olympic 
gold medals. These prizes were awarded to him for 
water colours: in 1924 in Paris for the triptych, ‘Etude de 
Sport’ (Corner, Départ, Rugby), and in 1928 Amsterdam 
for ‘Rugby’. At two additional Olympic Games, he was 
distinguished with an ‘Honourable Mention’: in 1932 for 
‘Before the Goal’, and in 1936 ‘Abfahrtslauf (Ski)’. But 
more of that later. 

 
Coubertin’s ‘Pentathlon of the Muses’ 

 
The Olympic arts contests were the favourite child of 
Pierre de Coubertin. In order to reunite ‘Muscle and 
Mind’, the IOC founder invited people, ten years after the 
Games of the first Olympiad, to a congress in the Comédie 
Française. 

To be sure, the ‘expartners’ had not yet had any 
c hildren, as he wrote later in his memoirs, but none
theless a closer approach between the long divided was 
successful:

It was no mere matter of chance that in ancient times 
writers and artists gathered together at Olympia to 
celebrate the Games, thus creating the inestimable 
prestige the Games having enjoyed for so long. 
Wishing to revive not so much the form but the very 
principle of this millennial institution, because I felt 

it would give my country and mankind as a whole 
educational stimulus they needed, I had to try and 
restore the powerful buttresses that had supported it 
in the past: the intellectual buttress, the moral buttress 
and, to a certain extent, the religious buttress.2     

Pushed by Coubertin, the existing ‘Pentathlon of the 
Muses’ became a part of the Olympic Games, consisting of 
the areas of architecture, literature, music, painting and 
sculpture. Yet the echo of the IOC President was limited. 
Even at the premiere, the organisers of the Games were 
unwilling to realise the project, so that the arts contests 
became more or less Coubertin’s private affair.3 

Only a few architects, writers, composers and artists 
handed in their works. Even Coubertin’s colleagues 
had doubts which were discussed in the IOC after his 
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resignation in 1925. Some founded their rejection on 
the subjectivity of the verdicts. Others, like the Swede 
J. Sigfrid Edström, placed the arts contests completely in 
question because the participants were professionals, 
which could not be reconciled with the amateur spirit of 
the Olympic Games.4  

Several times the rules were modified and new 
categories created in order to be fair to all areas. 
The ‘Pentathlon’, which appeared on the Olympic 
programme from 1912 t0 1948, grew in 1928 in Amsterdam 
into a contest with 13 subgroups. The record number 
of 15 contests was reached in Berlin 1936, although the 
quality of the works often did not meet expectations. 
That was especially true of music; no prize was awarded 
in 1924. In 1928 of the nine possible medals only one 
bronze was awarded.  

There was little resistance when the threeman 
‘Brundage Commission’ in 1949 recommended the 
dropping of the arts competitions. One argument was 
decisive: “… it appeared illogical that professionals 
should compete at such exhibitions and be awarded 
Olympic medals”; this was stated in the report of the 
Greek IOC Member Angelo Bolanachi (Bolonaki).5

In order to make the departure as painless as possible, 
it was agreed to organise  in Helsinki 1952 an art 
exhibition instead of a contest. However, the exhibition 
did not take place. The chief organiser, Erik von Frenckell, 
who had been opposed to it from the start, allowed the 
preparations to be delayed until it was too late. 

Jacoby was spared experiencing the demise of the 
arts contests. If he had not died in 1936, he would have 
experienced the Games in Helsinki as a splendid event 
for Luxembourg sport. For the first time, an athlete of 
the Grand Duchy was victorious – Josy Barthel, who 
sensationally won the 1500 m race.6

Indirectly, Jacoby had a part in it. For the first time, 
the Luxembourg Post Office issued in 1952 a series of 
Olympic stamps, the profit from which went to the Comité 

Olympique Luxembourgeois (COL). For five of the six 
stamps, works of Jean Jacoby were used. The sixth, which 
appeared in connection with the World Championships 
in road cycling, was designed by his son René Jacoby, 
an artist who had not attained the same mastery as his 
father.7

That was complete in the tradition: As early as 1928 
postcards with Jacoby’s sports motifs had been sold, 
contributing to the financing of the Olympic delegation  

 
Born in Luxembourg, grown up in Alsace 

 
Who was this artist who was honoured uniquely with two 
Olympic gold medals? Jean Lucien Nicolas Jacoby8 was 
born on 26th March 1891 in Luxembourg City. His father 
was Michel Jacoby, an official with Luxembourg Railway 
Society CFL (Chemins de fer Luxembourgeois). Their 
headquarters were in the Alsace town of Strasbourg (in 
German Straßburg) , which was annexed by the Germans 
after the war from 187071 against France. 

One year after the birth of Jean, whom his German 
friends also called ‘Hans’, his father was transferred to 
Molsheim. Here the eager son attended primary school, 
and then the Strasbourg Lycée St. Jean. 

Even as a youth Jacoby discovered his talent for 
painting. It was his teachers who encouraged him from 
1909 to attend the School of the Fine Arts in Strasbourg. 
On 14th October 1912 he received his diploma as teacher 
of painting and drawing for the lycées and normal 
schools (responsible for the teacher training) in Alsace
Lorraine. Among the conditions was that he should be 
in possession of German citizenship. In the same year 
he married a German, Rose Richter, who came from 
Marburg. She bore him three children, two of whom died 
in their early years.  

The pedagogical profession was, however, not to 
the taste of the young professor. In 1913 he chose the 
adventure of an independent artist. After a short 
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period of study in Paris he worked as a draughtsman 
in Strasbourg. With a painting bearing the title, ‘After 
the fitting’, he took part for the first time in 1915 in an 
exhibition at BadenBaden. 

In 1918 Jacoby left Strasbourg for Wiesbaden, where 
he experienced the end of the First World War. One year 
later he settled in Frankfurt am Main. There he realised 
a series of art window projects for the firm of Witthuhn. 
A catalogue of the Frankfurter Künstlerschaft of 1920 
mentions him among the exhibitors with the painting, 
‘Lustige Gesellschaft’ [Funny company].  

As a result of the agreements of the Versailles Treaty, 
AlsaceLorraine had again become French and Jacoby 
lost his German citizenship. He returned to Strasbourg, 
although he had not accepted French citizenship, but 
that of the land of his birth – Luxembourg. Professionally, 
there were no disadvantages for him. He became artistic 
adviser of the Imprimerie Strasbourgeoise (ISTRA). 

 
Jacoby finds his direction – drawing sport 

 
In his works Jacoby understood how to capture the whole 
dynamic that was contained within sport. He possessed 
not only a remarkable artistic talent but he obviously 
knew much about the methodical processes of sport 
which cannot be acquired only as an observer. 

Jacoby was an active sportsman. He was part of the 
first football team of the AS Strasbourg (ASS), and was a 
close friend of some of his sports comrades. Later he 
also remained faithful to football. In his Berlin days 
he was part of the entourage of the elite football club 
Tennis Borussia, on whose team from 1926 a certain Sepp 
Herberger also played. Later Herberger was trainer of the 
German world champion eleven in 1954 which brought 
him fame and honour.      

In 1923 Jacoby’s first sporting works appeared. As a 
breakthrough, he won the first prize in a competition 
organised by the famous French sports newspaper 
L’Auto – the predecessor of L’Equipe. Now Jacoby was 
firmly convinced that he had definitively found his artistic 
direction as a sports artist. He received the confirmation 
by post in 1924 with the winning of the Olympic gold 
medal. 

After this success Jacoby received many offers, especially 
from Berlin which, with its four million inhabitants, was 
developing into the fourth largest city in the world and a 
prosperous metropolis. The German capital was famous 
because of its broad newspaper landscape. Jacoby 
worked for the Ullstein Verlag, which engaged him as 
artistic adviser of the Berliner Zeitung. His drawings were 
found in other products of the publishing house: in daily 
papers like BZ am Mittag and Berliner Morgenpost, in 
the weekly Berliner Illustrirte Zeitung and in the fashion 
magazine Die Dame, whose title page was designed by 
wellknown artists.  

When Jacoby came to Berlin in 1926, there were only a few 
press artists who illustrated articles. It was Jacoby who 
increased the value of the publications of the Ullstein 
publishers with his works. That affected also the income 
of the artists which tripled over the course of years. As the 
person generally responsible for the illustrating, Jacoby 
employed the artists and photographers in areas which 
corresponded most with their abilities and interests. He 
felt especially attached to football and athletics.  

Jacoby was part of Berlin’s cultural avantgarde. He was 
a member of the local artists’ association and regularly 
presented his works at exhibitions in castle Bellevue. 
Among his friends were painters, actors and well
known sportsmen. The Berlin period became a high 
point of his artistic activity; also, his creative eagerness 
was enormous. The newly arisen media offered many 
possibilities. On Jacoby’s initiative, the radio programme 
magazine Sieben Tage was founded in 1931, which 
reached a circulation of 300,000 copies, where he worked 
as picture editor. 

The situation deteriorated in 1933 when Hitler seized 
power. The Ullstein family were forced to give up their 
business as part of the antiJewish ‘Aryanisation’ 
programme introduced by the Nazis. In 1937 the 
publishing house was then completely forced into 
line, renamed as Deutscher Verlag and joined to the 
central association of the Nazi party. Forced into the 
artistic wilderness, Jacoby left his beloved Berlin with a 
heavy heart. He moved with his second wife, Maria, to 
Mulhouse in France, an Alsation provincial town.  

 
France and Britain boycott  

 
Jacoby hoped in 1936 to win a third Olympic medal. 
But the preconditions were radically different from 
those in the previous Games, which is why he had 
initially hesitated to exhibit in Berlin. The German 

Jean Jacoby: 

 ‘Football’. 

 Lithograph 

82 x 112 cm (1935) 

Photo: Pierre Gricius/Henri 
Bressler Archive 
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Reichskunstwart responsible for the arts contests, Edwin 
Redslob, was sent into retirement by the Nazis in 1933. 

The art committee was now under control of the 
propaganda ministry, led by Joseph Goebbels, which 
monopolised and kept an eye on the entire cultural life 
of Germany with a bureaucratic apparatus. The command 
for the arts contests was handed over to longserving 
National Socialists. The president was the head of 
local government in the propaganda ministry, Dr. Kurt 
Biebrich; the leadership of department A (Fine Arts) lay in 
the hands of the insignificant painter Adolf Ziegler9 and 
the graphic artist Hans Schweitzer known as ‘Mjölnir’, 
who with his caricatures in the Weimar Republic wanted 
to ‘kill’ its representatives through ridicule, as Goebbels, 
a friend of his, wrote.10 

At the same time as the German museums were 
being combed through by ideological guards to detect 
‘decadent’ works, the Olympic art exhibition was being 
prepared, but to the disappointment of the propaganda 
ministry and as a protest, not a single participant from 
France or Great Britain entered. 

To maintain face, the NS regime took the trouble to set 
up an internationally balanced prize jury. The French and 
British representatives proposed for painting refused 
as well, so that they had to be replaced by the Austrian 
Professor, Hans Ranzoni, and the Hungarian, Dr. Lajos 
Tihamér. In the graphic art sector, foreign countries were 
represented by the Flemish painter, Paul Lambotte, and 

the Polish Professor, Tadeusz Pruszkowski11, who had 
to cope with a superior force of three German jurors. 
To avoid the reproach of preferential treatment, the art 
committee decided to unite the German votes into one. 

 
“The level in Amsterdam was a better one” 

 
In his speech regarding the Olympic art exhibition, 
which was seen from 15th July to 16th August 1936 in the 
fair pavilion VI, Goebbels praised the works exhibited 
on architecture and sculpture. Monumental building 
works like those, conceived by brothers Werner and 
Walter March, the Berlin Reichssportfeld with the 

At the Berlin Olympic Games in 1936 Jacoby was not just a spectator. He drew, among others, Jesse Owens  in the long jump. Under the lithograph he 

wrote: “The Owens’ jump is not elegant, not high. Only the product of his run-up.”      Photos: Pierre Gricius/Henri Bressler Archive 
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Olympic Stadium, or heroic sculptures like Arno Breker’s 
‘Decathlete’ came probably closest to the artistic taste of 
the Nazis. Goebbels believed “that by all the manifold 
nature of what is exhibited here the painter still stands 
the furthest away from sporting events”, which he tried 
to explain to himself with “false standards”.12 

The prize jury made this standard their own, as they 
awarded only seven in the group ‘painting and graphic 
drawing’ out of twelve possible. In the four subgroups 
there was only one gold, which went to the Swiss Alex 
Walter Diggelmann in Applied Graphics. In the category of 
Graphics, no single work was found worthy of distinction. 
In the exhibition, Luxembourg was represented with 21 
works, of which 17 stemmed from Jacoby,13 although he 
had to content himself with ‘consolation prizes’. 

Jacoby was disillusioned and he shared his disappoint
ment after his return to Mulhouse with the Organising 
Committee in temperate words:  

I visited the exhibition. It made a rather good 
impression on me. You wish my open verdict. So I must 
say that the level in Amsterdam was a better one, as 
the artists who at that time exhibited emphasised 
even more the captivating movement in sport as in the 
exhibition in Berlin. Especially I must say that Germany 
there in Amsterdam was better represented. Brighter 
and more colourful.14 
 

To be sure Jacoby named no names, yet one can imagine 
of whom he may have thought. Certainly the famous 
impressionist painter, Max Liebermann, who in 1933 
because of his Jewish origin had been forbidden to 
paint. Certainly, also, Max Slevogt (who died in 1932) 
as well as George Grosz, who emigrated to the USA, 
one of the bestknown representatives of the ‘Neue 
Sachlichkeit’ [New Objectivity].

For a long while, the Nazis had forbidden painting, 
and artists were often driven into exile. Expressionists 
like August Babberger, Erich Heckel, Willy Jaeckel, Wolf 
Röhricht, Fritz Heinsheimer, Gert Heinrich Wollheim, or 
the representative of the modern art, Willi Baumeister, 

who in 1928 had represented Germany in Amsterdam. 
Their works were lined up in the exhibition ‘Decadent 
Art’ and some of them burnt in March 1939. The Jewish 
author, Ernst Weiss, who had won a silver medal in 1928, 
saved himself by going to Paris, but in 1940 after the 
German invasion, took his own life in desperation. 

Even having a Jewish grandmother was enough to 
exclude a sculptress like Renée Sinternis, whose ‘Football 
Player’ in Amsterdam had been awarded bronze from the 
art academy. 

With others it was a Jewish wife. Yet before the artists 
were released into American exile, they still had to hand 
in their works – Waldemar Raemisch, the ‘Olympic Order’, 
and Ernst Böhm, the Olympic diploma for medallists.   

 
A memorial for a ‘pacemaker’ 

 
Despite the defeat he had suffered in Berlin, Jacoby did 
not argue with the jury, whose work he described in 
his letter as “difficult and especially then ungrateful”, 
“when it follows a motto incomprehensible to the 
public”. The reasoning of the prize jury can no longer be 
comprehended, as in the concrete case no documents 
exist.15   

 Jacoby experienced subjective verdicts repeatedly. 
He was enthusiastic in the Berlin exhibition about the 
painting ‘Cyclist’ by the 25yearold Pole Jeremi Kubicki, 
about whom Jacoby wrote: “Nobody has painted the 
competition on the street so well.”16 The judges saw it 
differently, although Kubicki was a pupil of Professor 
Pruszkowski , which brought him no advantage.  

As far as his own work was concerned, Jacoby departed 
from Berlin not only with bitterness. After he had walked 
as an unknown among the exhibition visitors, he heard 
much praise of his works. Many – among them German 
painters – were amazed that he had not been better 
valued. For that reason, Jacoby wrote: “I must also say 
myself that I had the impression after I had no longer 
seen the drawings for months, that I am still leading in 
sports drawings in Europe and will remain so for a long 

Jean Jacoby: ‘Start’, 

‘Fight’, ‘Finish’– 

three wall paintings 

which were ex hibited 

in Berlin and intended 

for a club house. 
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time.”17 But nothing came of it. Jean Jacoby died on 9th 

September 1936 in Mulhouse of heart failure.  
With this Luxembourger died also a “pacemaker 

of German sports drawing”, as he was described in 
journalistic circles. It was his idea to present movement 
in sport for, in his view, drawing was more suited than a 

photographic image. In this respect, one can regard his 
last letter as a type of legacy. In it is stated: “Sportsmen 
demand of the artist that he goes beyond the photo and 
not the thousandth of a second of the movement, but 
catches the entire movement in a respect both artistic 
and understood in sport.” 

A year after his death, a memorial was inaugurated 
for Jean Jacoby in the south of Luxembourg – in 
Schifflingen – but after the invasion of the German 
Wehrmacht in May 1940, it was destroyed. Scarcely had 
Luxembourg been liberated than Jacoby received a 
greater one. The town stadium was given his name.  

Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels walking round the Olympic art 

exhibition in 1936 in Berlin. To his right: the  infamous caricaturist 

Hans Schweitzer.  Far right: a glimpse of the Luxembourg exhibition 

with works by Jean  Jacoby.   Photos: Official Report 1936; Pierre Gricius/Henri Bressler Archive 

‘D.O.O.D.’ – 
the 1936 Art Olympiad 
in Amsterdam 

At the same time as Berlin was preparing for 

the Olympic Games, 70 posters were featured 

in Amsterdam, depicting a shotputter 

who was hindered in his movement by a 

swastika. The poster indicated a completely 

different art exhibition. Its title: ‘De 

Olympiade onder Dictatuur’1 – abbreviated 

‘D.O.O.D.’. In Dutch, the word means 

‘death’. 

The exhibition, the aim of which was 

to protest against the cultural disgrace in 

Nazi Germany, was chosen in November 

1935 by the Netherlands Committee for the 

protection of the Olympic Idea (BOG) and 

organised together with the League of 

Artists in Defence of Cultural Rights (BKVK). 

The driving force was the music critic of the 

newspaper Het Volk, Paul F. Sanders.2 

A fourlanguage brochure invited artists 

worldwide to take part in an exhibition – a 

rallying call which found a broad echo. One 

hundred fifty artists, predominantly from 

the Netherlands, but also from Belgium, 

Great Britain, France, Denmark and the 

USA, as well as German emigrants, sent over 

300 works of art. Their content was mostly 

political. 

The exhibition, which opened on 1st 

August 1936 (the same day as the Berlin 

Olympic Games began) consisted of two 

sections. First, there was information on 

conditions in Nazi Germany , life under the 

dictatorship and a map indicating prisons 

and concentration camps. A second section 

on the upper floor housed the fine art.

The organisers had wisely chosen a private 

house, ‘De Geelvinck’ at Singel Gracht 530 

as the exhibition location. Yet even there 

they did not remain undisturbed. The 

German consul alarmed the Amsterdam 

Mayor, Willem de Vlugt, who however so 

no way of stepping in. But he found the 

Poster of the Amsterdam exhibition 

‘The Olympiad under the dictatorship’ 

Source: Cas Oorthuys/Johan J. Voskull,  
Gemeentearchief Amsterdam  
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1 The Marathon Olympic champion of 1900, Michel Theato, should not 

be forgotten. He was a member of the Paris club Saint Mandé, but was 

born in Luxembourg and was a Luxembourg citizen.

2 Pierre de Coubertin, Olympic Memoirs, IOC, Lausanne 1997, p 89.

3 Cf. Ansgar Molzberger, “A Premiere with Obstacles: the Olympic Art 

Competitions 1912 in Stockholm”, in: JOH, Vol. 20, No. 2/2012, pp. 52

60 

4 IOC, Minutes, 34th Session, Oslo 1935, pp. 1112 

5 IOC, Report on Art Exhibition, 44th Session, Rome 1949, in: Bulletin du 

Comité International Olympique, No. 27, June 1951, p. 34

6 Cf. Pierre Gricius, “When tears write history”, in: JOH, Vol. 25, No. 

2/2017, pp. 4549

7 Regnard (René) Jacoby was born in 1916 in Strasbourg. In 1946 he 

 became CoEditor of the magazine Sport Illustré.

8 See also: Médaillés luxembourgeois aux concours artistiques des Jeux 

Olympiques Jean Jacoby et Frantz Heldenstein, Exposition realize par 

Pierre Gricius en collaboration avec Georges Klepper, Luxembourg 

2008; JOH, Vol. 14, May 2006, Special Edition 

9 Although Adolf Ziegler (18921959) could not present a single sig

nificant painting until 1933, he became a professor in 1934, and on 1st 

December 1936 he was nominated as President of the Reich Chamber 

of Plastic and Graphic Arts. In the following year, he was the main 

person responsible for the propaganda exhibition ‘Degenerate Art’ in 

Munich.

10 Elke Fröhlich (Ed.), Die Tagebücher von Joseph Goebbels, Teil 1/II, 

München 2005, p. 166. Schweitzer (19011980) joined the  NSDAP 

as early as 1926 and was then counted among the first 30  party 

 members in the Reich capital. In 1927 he was cofounder of the 

newspaper Der Angriff, for which, along with other NS publications, 

he  regularly produced illustrations. Hitler named him in 1933 to be 

‘Zeichner der Bewegung’ [Artist of the Movement]. Two years later he 

 became  Reichsbeauftragter für Formgebung [Reich commissioner for 

 shaping], in 1937 Professor, and later  president of the Reich Commit

tee of Press Artists. In the Second World War he served as SSOber

führer and artist of a propaganda company.

11 Tadeusz Pruszkowski (18881942) was a portrait painter and Rector 

of the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw. After the German invasion he 

joined the resistance. He was arrested in 1942 and executed on 1st July.

12 XI. Olympiade Berlin 1936, Amtlicher Bericht (Official Report), Vol. II, 
Berlin 1937, pp.11261127

13 XI. Olympiade Berlin 1936, Olympischer Kunstwettbewerb, Katalog 
der Olympischen Kunstausstellung, p. 39. With one artwork each, 
the painter  Jang Thill (‘Rugby’) as well as the sculptor Julien Lefèvre 
(‘Außer Kampf gesetzter Boxer’) and Wentzel Profant (‘Hürdenlauf’) 
were represented. Jacoby’s wife Maria took part in the competition 
with a wall hanging on silk (‘Mächen beim Kugelstoßen’).

14 German Federal Archive (BArch), Berlin, R 8077, Letter from Jacoby to 
the Berlin Organising Committee, 19th August 1936. The letter is obvi
ously directed to the administrator of the department of art, Edith 
Lobeck.

15 A great part of the Berlin Olympic Archives was annihilated at the end 
of the war or was lost.

16 Letter from Jacoby to Berlin Organising Committee 
17 Ibid.

Jean Jacoby, the 

leading sports artist 

of the 1920s.

Photo: Pierre Gricius  Archive

project “very unsympathetic”, which is why 

he ordered to remove the posters on city 

property sites.

Put under pressure by Berlin, the Dutch 

foreign ministry found the complaints 

of neighbouring Germany more serious. 

Yet the responsible justice minister did 

not see a reason to pronounce a ban.  He 

did, however, have the police, two days 

before the opening, remove some critical 

works. Among these were drawings by the 

German, Karl Schwesig, living in Belgium 

in exile, from the series ‘Three days in the 

torture chamber’, which in July 1933 he 

himself had suffered in Düsseldorf. Also 

confiscated was the ‘Zeitbild 1934’ of the 

Dutch painter, Herman Meurs, which 

showed a man tortured by SA hitmen. 

In the following days, the exhibitors had 

two more visits. The raids were directed 

in particular against the documentation 

section, in which the Nazi bosses were met 

with biting scorn. Among the seized objects 

were also photomontages by the German 

graphic artist, John Heartfield, among them 

the famous collage which shows Goebbels 

leading athletes by Olympic (nose) rings 

through the arena. 

In view of the concern, only a side role 

could be played by ‘normal’ sport.  Yet 

it, too, was to be seen. Thus the German

Jewish artist, Kurt Isenstein, who had 

fled to Denmark, and had as early as 1928 

exhibited at the Games in Amsterdam, was 

represented with four bronze figures and 

seven sports medals. Reality immediately 

pulled in the visitor again. Adjacent was 

the portrait bust created by him of Albert 

Einstein – a copy. The original, which stood 

in the Potsdam workroom of the brilliant 

physicist until 1933, the Nazis had thrown 

out the window.

The exhibition, which continued until 

midOctober 1936, and which numbered 

7000 visitors, was a success despite all 

interventions. The beautiful appearance 

emanating from Berlin at the same time was 

counteracted. Avantgarde, oppositional, 

or Jewish artists, who were unwelcome at 

the Berlin Olympic Art Exhibition, had the 

opportunity to show their works. 

The intention to continue the exhibition 

in Rotterdam was not fulfilled. After massive 

German interventions, it was closed after a 

few days. To the irony of history, it turned 

out that the confiscated exhibits and 

documents remained in the archives of the 

Dutch police, so that ‘D.O.O.D.’ could be 

partly reconstructed years later. The result 

was seen in 1996 in Amsterdam as well as 

in Berlin.                                                               

                       Volker Kluge

1 ‘The Olympiad under the Dictaturship’
2 Paul F. Sanders (18911986) was a  composer 

who supported artists who had to flee 
Nazi Germany. After the occupation of the 
Nether lands, he went into underground. In 
1946 he became the correspondent of the 
newspaper Het Parool in the USA and, also, 
with the United Nations.
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434. | Ser Miang Ng | Singapore

Immediately after his birth, Ng Ser Miang moved with his family to 
Singapore. While at high school, he joined the Boy Scouts. During a nine
month journey to the USA on an American Field Service scholarship, his 
interest in sport, especially sailing, developed. As a member of the Singapore 
team he took part in various international and regional sailing races. At the 
Southeast Asian Peninsular Games of 1969 he won a silver medal. 

Ng studied business administration at the University of Singapore and 
graduated with honours in 1971. He became managing director of Singapore 
Shuttle Bus and built up the TransIsland Bus Services (TIBS), whose chairman 
he became. 

During his professional career he held numerous leading positions, among 
them President of the Automobile Association of Singapore (1988–1996), 
Member of the Singapore Insurance Ombudsman Bureau (1990–1996), 
Chairman of NTUC Choice Homes (1996–2010) and NTUC Fair Price (20052014), 
Singapore’s largest supermarket chain. 

Since 2001, Ng has represented his country as nonresident Ambassador to 
Norway and from 2000 to 2013 to Hungary. He was a Nominated Member of 
the Parliament (2002–2005) and  has served as a Justice of Peace in Singapore 
since 2005. 

From 1994 to 1998 Ng was VicePresident of the International Sailing 
Federation (ISAF) as well as President of the Asian Yachting Federation (1995–
1997). In 1990, he was elected VicePresident of the Singapore National 
Olympic Council (SNOC). From 1991 to 2002 he was Chairman of Singapore 
Sports Council. 

He was given great credit for being the initiator and Chairman of the 
“Project Olympic Medal 0812” which, after 48 years, led to Singapore’s medal 
success – the first time in 2008 in Beijing a silver in tabletennis. The high 
point was the 2016 Olympic victory of Joseph Schoolings in the 100 m butterfly 
in Rio. 

Ng led the Organising Committees of the 117th IOC Session 2005 and of the 
Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games. In 2009, he was elected VicePresident 
of the IOC. In 2013 he was a candidate to be IOC President, but in the first 
round he only received six votes. 

Born: 6 April 1949, 

Shantou, China    

Coopted: 

5 February 1998     

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 25, 

Absent 1 

 

Executive Board 

Member No. 82   

Elected Member: 

9 July 2005 – 

9 October 2009  

Second term:  

Appointed 

4th VicePresident

9 October 2009  

Appointed 

3rd VicePresident  

12 February 2010   

Appointed 

2nd  VicePresident 

9 July 2011    

Appointed 

1st VicePresident 

26 July 2012 – 

10 September 2013  
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Samih Moudallal was a weightlifter. He achieved his greatest success in 1966 
at the Asian Games in which he won silver in the 90 kg class. He also was 
second at the Asian Cup 1965 in Beijing where he set a new Asian record with 
165 kg in the clean and jerk. In the same year, he was seventh at the World 
Championships. At the Pan Arab Games he achieved gold in 1961 and silver in 
1965. 

From 1971 to 1981 he held office as President of the Syrian Weightlifting 
Federation as well as President of the Arab Weightlifting and Bodybuilding 
Federation. 

In 1981, he was elected President of the Syrian Olympic Committee, a position 
he held until 2000. Since 2009, has been its Life President. From 1981 to 2000 
he acted as President of the General Sport Federation of his country. 

He also showed commitment on the International Mediterranean Games 
Committee (CIJM), in which he was 2nd VicePresident (1983–1987) and 1st Vice
President (1987–2005). Since 2005, he has been honorary member for life. He 
also was VicePresident of the Olympic Council of Asia (19862007).

Moudallal studied Social and Economic Planning at the University of 
Damascus, before becoming Director of the Planning and Statistical Office 
of the Syrian Ministry of Finance. He was General Director of two industrial 
companies. After that he had worked as financial advisor to the Syrian 
Parliament President and then as SecretaryGeneral of the Syrian Parliament. 

Born: 20 September 

1939, Damascus     

Coopted: 

5 February 1998      

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 26, 

Absent 0  

435. | Mohammad Samih Moudallal | Syrian Arab Republic 

The son of a bicycle mechanic from the canton of Wallis, Blatter studied 
Economics at the Faculty of Business and Economy (HEC) of the University of 
Lausanne, receiving his diploma in 1958. He worked a Secretary of the Wallis 
Traffic Federation (1959–1964), as Central Secretary of the Swiss Ice Hockey 
Federation (1964–1966) and as Press Chief for the Swiss Sports Association 
(1966–1968). He then became director for public work of the watch maker 
Longines. 

Through the mediation of Horst Dassler, later to become President of 
Adidas AG, Blatter came to the International Association Football Federation 
(FIFA) where, in 1975, he became 1975 Director of the technical development 
programmes and, in 1977, of the technical department. Also backed by Dassler, 
Blatter became FIFA General Secretary in 1981 and his powers were further 
extended in 1990 to Chief Executive Officer. On 8 June 1998, he was elected to 
succeed João Havelange (JOH, Vol. 21, No. 1, 2013, p. 60) as the eighth President 
of the World Football Federation. 

Four periods of office followed, all accompanied by rumours, accusations of 
corruption and other allegations. Continuously under fire from all quarters, 
the wily tactician Blatter nonetheless survived all the scandals, controversies, 
and public pressure to step down – primarily because of the economic success 
of the World Cup tournaments, in which he allowed the smallest membership 
federations to take part. 

Despite being 79 years old, Blatter was again a candidate for President on 
29 May 2015. Yet hardly was he confirmed in office than he announced his 
resignation on 2 June 2015, with the stipulation that he would serve until the 
next FIFA Congress on 28 February 2016. 

Born: 10 March 

1936, Viège    

Coopted: 

19 June 1999 

Retired: 

31 December 2015     

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 15, 

Absent 4 

436. | Joseph S. Blatter | Switzerland



Meanwile, however, the Swiss authorities had instigated an investigation 
into suspicions of disloyal management in connection with the sale of TV 
rights to the Caribbean and a payment of two million Swiss francs to the FIFA 
VicePresident Michel Platini. As a consequence, FIFA’s Ethics Commission 
imposed bans of eight years on Blatter and Platini, reduced on the 24 
February 2016 to six years. 

In a letter of 23 July 2015, Blatter informed IOC President Thomas Bach at the 
Session in Kuala Lumpur that he would not be available for reelection for 
another eightyear term. In any case, his membership would have run out in 
2016 when he reached the age limit of 80 years. 

70

Lamine Diack was a talented long jumper and won the 1958 French title with 
a distance of 7.63 m. The following year he achieved his personal best of 7.72 
m when winning at the 1959 French Universities Championships. A knee 
injury prevented his participation in the 1960 Olympics. 

After his active sporting career, Diack worked as a trainer, and between 1963 
and 1964 he guided the top Senegalese football club, Foyer France Senegal, 
now known as ASC Diaraf. 

From 1966 to 1969 he was the technical director of Senegal's national 
football team. The team succeeded in reaching the Africa Cup of Nations final 
in 1968. 

At the start of the 1970s, Diack went into politics. He held the post of 
Secretary of State for Youth and Sport between 1970 and 1973. From 1978 to 
1980 he was Mayor of Dakar and Senior VicePresident of Senegal's National 
Assembly from 1988 to 1993. 

Diack became President of the African Amateur Athletic Confederation 
(1973–2003) and a member of the Executive Committee of the Supreme 
Council for Sport in Africa (SCSA) from 1973 to 1987. He was elected to the IAAF 
Council in 1976 and became its Senior VicePresident in 1991. 

On the death of IAAF President Primo Nebiolo in 1999, Diack immediately 
took over as acting President. In this function, he also became a member of 
the IOC.  

After Diack had been reelected four times unopposed, he declined 
to stand for election in August 2015. In November of that year, it became 
known that that French judiciary had accused him of money laundering 
and corruption. He is accused of concealing positive doping tests during his 
time in office and, together with his son Papa Massata Diack, influenced the 
voting of African IOC Members during the award of the Olympics of 2016 and 
2020 as well as the Winter Games of 2018. 

Diack was nominated an IOC Honorary Member in 2014. On the recommen
dation of the Ethics Commission, the Executive Board thereupon suspended 
Diack’s membership. For the duration of the investigations Diack may not 
leave France. His son has moved to Senegal.  

Born: 7 June 1933, 

Dakar    

Coopted: 

11 December 1999   

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 16, 

Absent 1

437. | Lamine Diack  | Senegal 



The son of a “praporshchik” (master noncommissioned officer) in the Soviet 
Army, in 1983 in Helsinki, Bubka surprisingly became world champion in the 
pole vault at the age of 19. Nine moths later, he set his first world record with 
5.85 m. There followed a further 16 records until 1994, when he reached 6.14m. 
He jumped one centimetre higher indoors, where he set 18 world records. 

For more than a decade Bubka controlled the development in the pole 
vault. In uninterrupted sequence he won six World Championship titles out
doors (1983–1997) and four indoors (1985–1991, 1995). He was also European 
champion outdoors (1986) and indoors (1985). 

His Olympic career ran less happily. He did win the gold medal in Seoul in 
1988, but was missing in 1984 because of the Soviet boycott. In 1992 and 2000, 
he failed three times at the opening height. 

In 1996, he did not start because of complaints about his Achilles tendon. He 
retired officially in 2001 during a ceremony at a Pole Vault Stars meeting in his 
home city of Donetsk. 

After Bubka had been elected to the IOC Athletes’ Commission, which he 
led from 2002 to 2008, he was one of the ten sportsmen who, in 1999, were 
elected to the IOC for the period of eight years. After that he was reelected 
twice (in 2008 and 2018) as an individual IOC Member.  

Three times Bubka applied for a seat on the IOC Executive Committee. In 2000 
he won against the two other athletecandidates with 45 votes. Charmaine 
Crooks (Canada) received 35, Johann Olav Koss (Norway) eight votes. He stood 
in vain in 2013 for the office of IOC President. 

Bubka studied at the Kiev State Institute of Physical Culture, where he 
received his doctorate in 1987. He involved himself in athletics as founder 
and president of the Sergey Bubka Sports Club in Donetsk. In 2001 he became 
a member of the IAAF Council, IAAF Senior VicePresident (2007–2011, 2015–
present) and IAAF VicePresident (2011–2015).  

Born: 

4 December 1963, 

Voroshilovgrad, 

Ukraine    

Coopted: 

11 December 1999    

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 24, 

Absent 1 

 

Executive Board 

Member No. 72  

Elected Member: 

30 September 

2000 – 

7 August 2008 

Second term: 

Elected Member: 

12 August 2012 – 

21 August 2016 

Third term: 

Elected Member: 

21 August 2016 – 

present

439. | Sergey Bubka | Ukraine 

Roland Baar took part in three Olympic Games in rowing. With the coxed 
fours he came seventh in 1988. In 1992 and 1996 he won bronze and silver 
respectively as stroke of the German eight and was five times world champion 
in the eights. 

Baar was elected to the IOC Athletes’ Commission at the 1996 Olympic Games 
in Atlanta. When the corruption scandal forced the IOC to implement reforms, 
he was among the ten commission members who were called into the IOC for 
a period of nine months. After his reelection in 2000 in Sydney, he remained 
a member of the IOC for a further four years. In this period he was a member of 
the Programme Commission.  

During his career as a top sportsman, he studied Mechanical Engineering at 
the University of Hanover. In 1996 he was awarded his doctorate. From 1997 to 
2006 he was employed by Volkswagen, among other things as a developer of 
diesel engines. As an expert in turbo engines he then built up a new business 
area for a technical concern in Salzgitter. In 2011 he was appointed professor in 
the field of combustion engines at the Technical University of Berlin. 

On 23rd June 2018, Baar was killed when his car crashed into a tree at high 
speed near his home town of Gifhorn. The cause of the accident remains 
unknown.  

Born: 12 April 

1965, Osterholz

Scharmbeck    

Died: 23 June 2018, 

Velpke 

Coopted: 

11 December 1999 

Resigned: 

29 August 2004     

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 7, 

Absent 0

438. | Roland Baar | Germany 
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Charmaine Crooks was born in Jamaica to a family with nine children and 
went to Canada when she was six years old. As an athlete, she drew attention 
to herself for the first time internationally at the 1980 Pan American Junior 
Championships, where she won the 400 m event. After that she was selected 
for the Canadian Olympic team, but because of the boycott the team did not 
travel to the Games in Moscow.  

From 1984 to 1996 she took part in four Olympic Games. He best placing over 
400 m was achieved in 1984 in Los Angeles with seventh place. In the 4x400 m 
relay she won silver. At the 1996 Olympics she was named Canada’s flag bearer 
for the Opening Ceremony. 

At the Pan American Games in 1983 in Caracas she won over 400 m, and 
achieved relay gold medals at the Commonwealth Games in 1982 and 1986. 
She was eleventime national champion in the 400 and 800 m events and 
was the first Canadian woman to break the twominute barrier over 800 m. 
Her best times were: 400 m 50.45 (1984), 800 m 1:58.52 (1990). 

In 1981, she won an athletic scholarship to the University of Texas, El 
Paso, where she earned six AllAmerican Honours and gained a degree in 
Psychology. After her retirement from active sport she worked as a television 
presenter and keynote speaker. In 2001, she was appointed a director of 
international relations with the Canadian Olympic Association (now the 
Canadian Olympic Committee). She was on the application committee for the 
Winter Games of 2010 in Vancouver. After the award of the Winter Games, she 
was one of 20 directors of the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games Organizing Committee (VANOC). 

Crooks was one of the seven athletes who, during the 1996 Olympic Games 
in Atlanta, were elected to the IOC Athletes’ Commission. In 1999, she was one 
of the ten sportspeople coopted to the IOC. In addition, she was a founding 
member of the IOC Ethic Commission. From 2000 to 2004 she was a full voting 
member of the IOC.  

Born: 8 August 1962, 

Mandeville, Jamaica    

Coopted: 

11 December 1999

Resigned: 

29 August 2004     

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 7, 

Absent 0

440. | Charmaine Crooks | Canada

He was a member of the Ukrainian Parliament and its Committee for Youth, 
Culture and Sport and Tourism (2002–2006), a member of the Cabinet of the 
Ministers as Chief Advisor to the Prime Minister on sports (2002–2005) and 
member of the Presidential Council (2005–2010). Since 2005 he has been 
President of the Ukrainian NOC. 
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Patrick Baumann and Nat Indrapana deceased  
 

Patrick Baumann, IOC Member in Switzerland since 2007 and General Secretary of the International Basket
ball Federation (FIBA) since 2003, died unexpectedly at the age of 51 of a heart attack on 14th October 2018 during the 
Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires. 

Nine weeks before, on 6th August, Nat Indrapana, IOC Member in Thailand, died at the age of 80. 
(IOC/JOH) 



Ctvrtlik’s  father came from Czechoslovakia, which he left in 1948. Via Germany 
and New Zealand he emigrated in 1955 to the United States, where he became 
Professor at the California State University. 

His son graduated from the Pepperdine University, to whose volleyball 
team he belonged. After a successful college career he succeeded in making 
the US national team, with whom he three times took part in the Olympic 
Games. In 1988, playing opposite volleyball legend Karch Kiraly, he earned 
gold and silver in 1992. At the ‘Centennial Games’ in Atlanta, with the US team 
whose captain he was he reached only ninth place. 

Ctvrtlik was distinguished in 1996 by the International Volleyball Federa
tion (FIVB) as ‘Best player of the World’. Occasionally he played professionally 
in Italy, and he maintained a successfully beach career. 

After Ctvrtlik had been elected in 1996 to the IOC Athletes’ Commission, he 
was three years later one of the ten active sportspeople who were accepted 
into the IOC. Reelected for an eightyear term at the 2000 Session, he served 
on the IOC Reform Commission. He also was a founding board member of the 
World AntiDoping Agency (WADA). 

Ctvrtlik is President of a firm for property renovation projects, besides he 
owns an importexport company. He was part of the application committees 
for NYC 2012 and Chicago 2016.  

Born: 7 August 

1963, Long Beach, 

California    

Coopted: 

11 December 1999 

Resigned: 

7 August 2008   

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 11, 

Absent 0

441. | Robert Jan “Bob” Ctvrtlik | USA

IOC Session elects nine new Members

Five new individual Members (three women and two 
men) and four representatives of the constituents of the 
Olympic Movement were elected on 9th October 2018 at 
the IOC Session in Buenos Aires.

Individual Members
•	 Daina	Gudzineviciute	(Lithuania),	President	of	

the Lithuanian Olympic Committee and fivetime 
Olympian.

•	 Felicite	Rwemarika	(Rwanda),	First	VicePresident	of	
the Rwandan Olympic Committee.

•	 Camilo	Pérez	López	Moreira	(Paraguay),	President	of	
the Paraguayan Olympic Committee.

•	 Giovanni	Malagò	(Italy),	President	of	the	Italian	
Olympic Committee – effective from 1 January 2019.

•	 Samira	Asghari	(Afghanistan),	member	of	the	
Athletes’ Entourage Commission since 2014.

Representatives of the Olympic Movement
Two Members linked to a function within a NOC or world or 
continental association of NOCs:
•	 William	Frederick	Blick	(Uganda),	President	of	the	

Ugandan Olympic Committee.
•	 HRH	Prince	Jigyel	Ugyen	Wangchuck	(Bhutan),	

President of the Bhutanese Olympic Committee.

Two Members linked to a function within an International 
Sports Federation (IF) or association of IFs, or an organisa
tion recognised by the IOC:
•	 Morinari	Watanabe	(Japan),	President	of	the	Inter

national Gymnastics Federation (FIG).
•	 Andrew	Parsons	(Brazil),	President	of	the	International	

Paralympic Committee (IPC).

Three Members were subject to reelection after eight 
years of membership, and were all reelected: 
HH Amir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad AlThani (QAT), 
HRH Prince Feisal Al Hussein (JOR) and Marisol Casado 
(ESP). Sergey Bubka had his status changed from Member 
representing a NOC to Individual Member.  

The following IOC Members finishing their terms of 
office at the end of 2018 because of the age limit were 
granted the status of IOC Honorary Member.

As of 1 January 2019: HRH Prince Tunku Imran (MAS), 
elected in 2006; Mario Pescante (ITA), elected in 1994; 
and Sam Ramsamy (RSA), elected 1995.

With immediate effect: GianCarlo Kasper (SUI), 
elected in 2000.

Richard Peterkin (LCA) and Barry Maister (NZL) will also 
both retire at the end of this year.

Ivo Ferriani (ITA) was elected to the IOC Executive Board 
as a member “with a view to representing the interests 
of the Olympic Winter International Federations”. He will 
serve a mandate of four years. 

JOH 3 | 2018   The Biographies of all IOC Members 73



Ture Widlund
*5th August 1934 

†2nd August 2018

By Ove Karlsson
 

The Swede Ture Widlund, a founding 
member of the ISOH, died three days 
short of 84 years. Illness limited his 
activities in the last years, but he 
never gave up following the Olympic 
Movement in general and the Games 
in particular.

In the 1980s, the idea of forming 
an Olympic historical society was the 
subject of extensive correspondence 
among historians concerned. Bill 
Mallon (USA) wrote: “Credit for the 
idea should primarily be assigned to 
the Swede Ture Widlund, with whom 
I discussed this multiple times in 
letters.” 

Mallon and Widlund laid the 
groundwork for what was to be the 
ISOH, and were two out of seven 
Olympic historians present when 
the society was formally founded in 
London on 5th December 1991. 

Ture was VicePresident until 1996 
and named an Honorary Member in 
2011. He was a frequent contributor 
to the Journal of Olympic History 
(before 1997 called Citius, Altius, 
Fortius); also compiling the index of 
articles in volumes 114 (published 
in the first issue every year).

In the 1960s, Widlund set up his 
working table in a room previously 
used by J. Sigfrid Edström, IOC 
President from 1942 to 1952. 
Interested in sports since an early 
age, this inspired Ture to ’ig’ into 
Olympic  history. His knowledge 
and accuracy were widely certified 
characteristics.

The early Games in the modern 
Olympic era were dear subjects to 
Ture, an internationally wellknown 
and recognised Olympic historian 
and sports statistician from the 
1980s. 

With Mallon, Widlund compiled 
books (Results for All Competitors in 
All Events, with Commentary) on the 
1896 and 1912 Games. Widlund also 
contributed to Mallon´s books on the 
Games in 1900, 1904, 1906 and 1908.

Ture Widlund was the initiator 
of the Swedish Society for Olympic 
history, and its first chairman (1986–
2000), and later was named its 
honorary chairman.

He also represented the society in 
the Swedish Olympic Academy from 
its foundation in 1989 until 2000. 

Weightlifting was Ture’s favourite 
sport, and in the late 1980s he com
piled the book Weightlifting at the 
Olympic Games 1896–1988, which 
was one of Ture Widlund´s many 
 valuable contributions to the docu
mentation of Olympic history.

His status in the field of Olympic 
history lives on in the success of the 
International Society of Olympic 
Historians.                    
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Obituaries
Hans Günter Winkler (FRG), *24 July 
1926 in WuppertalBarmen; †9 July 
2018 in Warendorf. Winkler was 
the most successful show jumper. 
He took part in six Olympic Games, 
from 1956 to 1976, winning five 
times gold medals, one silver and 
one bronze. 

He became a legend at the Olympic 
Equestrian Games in 1956 in Stock
holm when, despite a painful groin 
strain, he won the individual classi
fication ahead of the Italian  brothers 
Raimondo and Piero D’Inzeo. His 
mare, “Halla”, carried him as if on a 
blind flight in the second round over 
the barriers without a mistake. On 

“Halla” Winkler also became world 
champion in 1954 and 1955.  In his 
long career, from 1952 to 1984, he had 
no fewer than 105 national  prizes  – 

41 as a winner. In 1957, he also be
came European champion riding 
“Sonnenglanz”. 

Winkler spent his youth in Dort
mund and Frankfurt, where his 
 father was employed as a riding in
structor.  He was an antiaircraft 
 assistant in the Second World War. 
From 1948 he trained as a salesman, 
and with his salary was able to pur
chase his first horse. 

Through the agency of a  trainer 
he was employed by the US military 
 administration as stable lad and as
sistant riding instructor. For two years 
he instructed officers in dressage 
in Kronberg/Taunus. He was even 
 allowed to accompany the  military 
governor and later US President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower on a ride. 
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In 1950 the Deutsche Olympiade
Komitee (DOKR) became aware of 
Winkler. With ‘Halla’ he prepared 
for the ThreeDayEvent at the 1952 
Olympics, for which the nervous 
mare, however, showed no talent. 
Besides his nomination for Helsinki 
failed because of his former activity 
as an assistant riding instructor, so 
that he had to wait till 1954 before 
once again being declared an 
amateur. 

His intention to take part in his 
seventh Olympic Games in 1980 in 
Moscow failed due to the boycott, 
which the NOC for Germany had 
joined. However, Winkler continued 
to ride. At the Games of 1988 he was 
team leader of the West German 
riders and in 1992 as Federal coach 
he prepared the show jumpers for 
Barcelona. 

Winkler was a successful business
man. He was the representative of a 
pharmaceutical firm and from 1993 
a US mailorder company. In 1991 
he founded an eventfirm with the 
 abbreviation of his name: “HGW”. 
He was married four times – the last 
time to American Debby Malloy, 33 
years younger. Unfortunately, she 
lost her life in a riding accident in 
2011. (JOH, Vol. 24, No. 2/2016, pp. 54
62)  (VK)        

       
László Fábián (HUN), *10 July 1936 
in Budapest; †10 August 2018 in 
Budapest. Fábián’s father was a 
baker who started training him 
as a young man. After he started 
kayaking at the early age of 15, 
his coach suggested he join János 
Urányi in the K2. The pair proved 
to be successful and, at the 1956 
Melbourne Olympics, they won the 
K2 10,000 m – the first Hungarian 
Olympic title in kayaking. He then 
won four Worlds and six European 
titles between 195866. At the 1958 
Flatwater World Championships, he 
won the K2 10 km (with Urányi), the 
1963 K2 10 km (with István Timár
Geng), the 1963 K4 1000 m, and 
the 1966 K2 10 km, alongside Imre 
Szöllősi.

Fábián finished active racing in 
1969, and then became a technical 
manager and trainer at Újpesti Dózsa. 
He worked in the management of the 
Hungarian Kayak Canoe Association. 
In 1997 he became the head coach of 
MTK.  (RL/WR)

Viktor Nikolaevich Tyumenev 
(URS),*1 June 1957 in Moscow; †2 
August 2018 Moscow. Tyumenev 
began his hockey career with Krylya 
Sovetov Moskva in 1975 and helped 
win the European champions Cup 
title. In 1980 he joined Spartak 
Moskva and played there until 1989. 
He then played in Finland, playing 
with TPS Turku, KalPa Kuopio, KooKoo 
Kouvola and SaPKo Savonlinna, 
before finishing his playing career 
with CSKA Moskva from 199798 and 
again Krylya Sovetov Moskva in 1998
99.

Internationally, besides his 1984 
Olympic gold, Tyumenev was world 
champion three times (1982, 1986, 
1990) and European champion 
three times (1982, 1985, 1986). He 
also won bronze at the 1985 World 
Championships and silver at the 1990 
European Championships. Tyumenev 
scored 15 goals in 94 national team 
appearances. 

He also played on the winning 1979 
Challenge Cup team between the 
Soviet Union and NHL stars.  (TK)

Valentina Rastvorova (URS),*17 
June 1933 in Odessa; 24 August 
2018 in Moscow. Ukrainianborn 
Russian foil fencer participated in 
three consecutive Olympic Games 
from 1956 to 1964. She claimed an 
individual silver medal in 1960 and 
team gold the same year. Four years 
later she got another silver with the 
team. At World Championships she 
won six gold and two silver medals.

She was married to water polo 
player Boris Grishin, whose his team 
took third in the 1964 Olympics and 
second in 1968. Their children, in
cluding Yevgeni and Yelena, also took 
part in the Olympic Games. Yevgeni 
played on the water polo team that 

won gold in 1980 and bronze in 1988. 
Yelena was a member of her fencing 
team with fourth places in the épée 
in 1988 and 1992.

Valentina graduated from the 
Russian State University of Physical 
Education, Sport, Youth and Tourism. 
Later she worked as a fencing coach 
in Moscow.  (WR)

Yelena Shushunova (URS), *23 May 
1969 in Leningrad; †16 August 2018 
in St. Petersburg. Shushunova took 
up gymnastics at the age of six and 
made the national team in 1984, 
just in time for the 1984 Olympics. 
When the Soviets boycotted the 1984 
Olympics, Shushunova was denied 
a chance to win her first Olympic 
medals. Instead Shushunova 
competed at the Friendship Games, 
where she won gold in the team 
event and bronze in individual all
around.

In 1985 Shushunova established 
herself as one of the top gymnasts 
of the era, by winning three golds 
(individual allaround, vault and 
team event), floor exercise silver 
and balance beam bronze at the 
1985 World Championships and four 
golds (individual allaround, vault, 
uneven bars and floor exercise) and 
balance beam bronze at the 1985 
European Championships. In 1986, 
she won the individual allaround, 
vault, uneven bars and floor exercise 
at the World Cup. At the 1987 World 
Championships she won the vault 
and floor exercise titles, individual 
allaround, balance beam and 
team event silvers and uneven bars 
bronze, but was not as successful at 
the 1987 European Championships, 
winning only the vault title and 
individual allaround bronze.

Finally in 1988, at the age of 29, 
she got the chance to compete at the 
Olympics, winning the individual 
allaround and team event titles, 
silver on balance beam and bronze 
on uneven bars, retiring after 
Seoul. Shushunova and Lyudmila 
Turishcheva are the only two female 
gymnasts to have won the grand 
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slam of allaround titles – Olympic 
Games, World Championships, World 
Cup and European Championships.

From the middle of 1990s, she 
worked for St. Petersburg Sport’s 
Committee and organised almost 
all the top gymnastics events of this 
town, including the gymnastics 
events at the 1994 Goodwill Games 
and the 1998 European Champion
ships, both of which were held in 
St.Petersburg.  (TK)

Gyözö Kulcsár (HUN), *18 October 
1940 in Budapest; †19 September 
2018 in Budapest. During the Second 
World War Kulcsár lived with his 
Hungarian parents first in Germany 
and then in Sweden. In 1946 they 
returned to Hungary. He started his 
sporting career at the age of 15. In 
1957, he competed for Dózsa Újpest 
both in foil and épée.

Between 1962 and 1979 he was the 
member of both Hungarian national 
teams, achieving outstanding results 
in épée. For nearly two decades, 
he played a significant role in the 
success of the Hungarian épée team, 
at the time one of the best teams in 
the world. 

He won Olympic team gold three 
consecutive times, from 1964 to 
1972 and also earned an individual 
gold medal in 1968 (Mexico City) as 
well as two bronzes (Munich 1972 
and Montreal 1976). In the World 
Championships, Kulcsár won nine 
medals – including three gold 
medals. 

He graduated from the College of 
Physical Education and the Technical 
University. In 1979, after completing 
his sports career, he became the 
General Secretary of the Hungarian 
Fencing Association in 1979. Between 
1980 and 1988, he was the head 
coach.

From 1988 to 2001, Kulcsár worked 
as a trainer at AC Pro Vercelli in Italy 
(Maurizio Randazzo became an 
Olympic champion and Elis Uga won 
silver). From 2001 he was a coach 
for “Bp. Honvéd” and, between 
2005 and 2012, was the head coach 

of the Hungarian épée team. His 
distinguished students were Tímea 
Nagy and Emese Szász, Gábor Boczkó 
and his nephew, Krisztián Kulcsár 
(two Olympic silver medals in team 
epée), currently President of the 
Hungarian Olympic Committee 
(MOB).

Gyözö Kulcsár was selected 
Hungarian fencer of the year three 
times (1968, 1971, 1974). In 2000, 
he was chosen to be a member of 
the Association of the All Time Best 
Hungarian Athletes, the Club of 
Immortals. (RL)

Vibeke Skofterud (NOR), *20 April 
1980 in Askim; †29 July 2018 in 
Tromøya. The Norwegian cross
country skier won the Olympic gold 
medal with the 4x5 km relay at the 
2010 Winter Games. Individually she 
claimed her best result as eighth in 
the 30 km in 2002. In 2005 and 2011 
she won relay gold medals at the 
World Championships as well as a 
silver in 2003 and a bronze in 2007. 
Her only international victory was a 
pursuit race in 2006. In 2012 she won 
the Vasaloppet as the first Norwegian 
in the female class.

Due to illness and injuries, she 
retired after the 2013/14 season and 
started coaching and providing 
color commentary on TV. In the early 
morning of 29 July 2018 she was 
found dead nearby her jetski. She 
died from injuries after an accident 
with her jetski under the influence 
of alcohol. She was only 38 years old. 
(WR)

Denis Ten (KAZ), *13 June 1993 in 
Almaty; †19 July 2018 in Almaty. 
Ten’s first passion was music. At 
the age of nine, he was a member 
of the Kazakhstani team that won 
a silver medal at the 2002 World 
Choir Games. He experimented with 
several different sports in his youth, 
but had settled on figure skating 
by the age of ten, first competing 
internationally three years later.

His first World Junior Championship 
appearance came in 2007, when he 

placed 26th, but the following year, 
he improved to 16th. By 2009 he 
was taking part in the Senior World 
Championships and, by virtue of his 
eighthplace finish, he qualified 
to represent Kazakhstan at the 2010 
Winter Olympics. There, he placed 
eleventh among 30 competitors in 
the men’s singles event. He was 13th 
at the year’s World Championships. 
Ten’s big international breakthrough 
came at the 2011 Asian Winter Games, 
where he won the men’s singles 
tournament, and the following 
year he came in seventh at the 
World Championships. At the 2013 
edition, however, he was second 
only to Canada’s Patrick Chan, 
thus becoming Kazakhstan’s first 
medallist at the Worlds.

Expectations were raised for him 
at the 2014 Winter Olympics and 
he did not disappoint, capturing 
bronze in the men’s singles behind 
Yuzuru Hanyu of Japan and Chan, 
making him the first (and as of 
2018, only) Kazakhstani figure
skating medallist. He carried this 
momentum to the 2015 World 
Championships, where he again 
placed third, this time behind 
Spain’s Javier Fernández and Hanyu. 
After this point, injuries began to 
plague Ten, although he did take 
gold in the men’s singles at the 
2017 Winter Universiade. At the 2018 
Winter Olympics, however, he could 
only manage 27th after the short 
programme and did not qualify for 
the free skate.

He was still preparing for com
petition when he was stabbed to 
death after confronting two thieves 
who were trying to steal the mirrors 
from his car, giving him the unfor
tunate distinction of being the first 
2018 Winter Olympian to die, just five 
months after the Games. (TK)

Kurt Helmudt (DEN), *7 December 
1943 in Copenhagen; †7 September 
2018. The 1.98 m tall and 115 kg 
heavy Danish rower was an Olympic 
champion with the coxless fours at 
the 1964 Olympics. He also claimed 
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a silver medal at the Europeans the 
same year. In 1970 he won a bronze at 
the World Championships.

The crew from the Roforeningen 
KVIK was trained by Poul Danning. 
They remained together until the first 
World Championships of 1966, where 
they finished sixth. In 2016 all four 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
their Olympic victory.

Helmuth completed an appren
ticeship as a shipbuilder and became 
an engineer. (WR)

Charles Thomas Vinci, Jr. (USA), *28 
February 1933 in Cleveland, Ohio; 
†13 June 2018 in Cleveland, Ohio. 
‘Chuck’ Vinci was the last American 
man to have won a gold medal in 
Olympic weightlifting in 1956 and 
1960. Besides his two medals, he 
also won two golds at the 1955 and 
1959 Pan American Games. He never 
managed a world title, but was 
runnerup in both 1955 and 1958. He 
won seven AAU titles: 195456, and 
195861. He set 12 world records in the 
bantamweight division.

Vinci began lifting weights at the 
Cleveland Central YMCA and, after the 
Second World War, began training 
with John Schubert at the Olympic 
Health Club. He was a steelworker for 
more than 30 years and the father of 
eight children. (BM) 

Alexei Paramonov (URS), *21 
February 1925 in Borovsk, Kaluga; 
† 24 August 2018 in Moscow. Football 
star Paramonov debuted at the 

senior level with Stroitel Moscow in 
1944 and moved to VVS Moscow in 
1946. After only nine appearances, 
however, he joined FC Spartak 
Moscow and never looked back, 
playing 264 games with them over 
the course of 12 years. During that 
time, he won the Soviet Top League 
four times (1952, 1953, 1956, and 
1958) and the Soviet Cup twice (1950 
and 1958).

He also had a 13cap stint with 
the national team from 1954 
through 1957, with his most notable 
tournament being the 1956 Olympics, 
where the Soviet Union won the gold 
 medal. Paramonov played in two 
of the squad’s five matches at the 
Games. He also played in a qualifier 
for the 1958 World Cup, but ultimately 
did not attend the tournament.

Following his retirement from 
active competition, he became a 
manager, beginning with a stint 
from 1960 through 1965 as head of 
the Soviet youth team. He later ran 
the youth team from 1967 through 
1969 and 1979 through 1984, winning 
the 1980 UEFA European Under21 
Championship. 

He was also an assistant manager 
of the senior team from 1969 
through 1971 and again from 1973 
through 1974. He was also twice 
manager of Tunisia’s Étoile Sportive 
du Sahel, from 1965 through 1967 
and again from 1976 through 1977. He 
also had numerous administrative 
appointments in Soviet Football, 
as well as UEFA, and has won many 
awards both at home and abroad for 
his work in this field. (TK) 

Vladimir Petrovich Voronkov 
(URS), *20 March 1944 in Tugayevo, 
Komsolmolsky district /Chuvashia; 
†25 September 2018. Voronkov 
attended a youth sports school 
and forever linked his life to cross
country skiing. His first success came 
in 1964, when he won the AllUnion 
Championship of the Locomotive 
sport society.

He made his international début 
at the 1968 Olympics where he was 

fourth in both the 30 km and relay. 
He reached the 16th place in the 50km 
event and was 22nd in the 15 km.

At the 1970 World Championships 
he won a gold in the relay and also 
repeated his relay victory at the 1972 
Olympics. In the 15 km he was 12th. 

Domestically, Voronkov won five 
Soviet titles – two at 15 km (1970, 
1971), one at 50 km (1970), one at 70 
km (1971) and one in the relay (1968).

After his competitive career, 
Voronkov worked for a long time as 
a crosscountry skiing coach in the 
Soviet Army. 

He is so far the only athlete of the 
Chuvash republic to become Olympic 
champion. In 2012, the Assembly 
of People's Deputies of the city of 
Kanash decided to award him the 
title ‘Honorary Citizen’. (TK)

Lindy John Remigino (USA), *3 June 
1931 in Elmhurst, Queens, NY; †11 July 
2018 in Newington, Connecticut. 
Remigino, a junior at Manhattan 
College, surprisingly finished second 
to Art Bragg at the 1952 Final Olympic 
Trials. Then he pulled an even 
more startling upset by taking the 
Olympic 100 m title from Jamaica’s 
Herb McKenley in the closest race in 
Olympic sprint history.

After winning a second gold 
medal in the relay, Remigino was 
not heard from again in topclass 
sprinting, but he maintained his 
interest in the sport and became 
one of the country’s most successful 
high school track coaches at Hartford 
Public High School in Connecticut. 
His teams there won 31 state titles 
and he guided 157 athletes to 
individual state championships. 

He was named Lindy after Charles 
Lindbergh. (BM)

BM = Bill Mallon,  PT = Paul Tchir, 

RL = Rudolf Laky, TK = Taavi Kalju, 

VK = Volker Kluge, WR = Wolf Reinhardt

The ISOH offers the families 
of the deceased its sincere 
condolences.
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Wolf Reinhardt / Ralph Schlüter 

Die Spiele der IX. Olympiade 1928 

in Amsterdam und die II. Olympischen 

Winterspiele in St. Moritz 

AGON Sportverlag, Kassel 2018, in German 

pp. 456, 69.95 EUR, ISBN 978-3-89784-411-7 

 
Reviewed by Volker Kluge 

 
Timed to coincide with the 90th 
anniversary of the 1928 Games, this 
book from the AGON imprint has filled 
another gap. 

Conceived by the late Karl Lennartz, 
a former ISOH President, it has 
been continued by Reinhardt and 
Schlüter this series now covers 1896 
to 1932. This volume, appropriately 
is dedicated to the late ISOH General 
Secretary Tony Bijkerk.  

The foreword to this edition was 
written by the Dutch ISOH member 
Ruud Paauw, who has interesting 
background stories to report. Thus 
the Amsterdam Games could only 
be held against the resistance of the 
Christian government, as it feared 
that through the many foreign 
visitors the morals of the population 
could be corrupted. 

Yet with the resolution of parlia
ment to refuse financial support, 
 unexpected forces were awakened 
in the Dutch people. In the end these 
Games were a success and a model 
for the future. 

The opulent work has five chapters. 
At the start the authors depict the 
historical situation of the second 
half of the ‘Golden Twenties’. They 
describe the Olympic period in 

which Pierre de Coubertin resigned 
as IOC President and women forced 
their admission in athletics and 
gymnastics. The ‘Winter Sports 
Week’ of Chamonix was in retrospect 
recognised as the Ist Olympic Winter 
Games. 

The focus of the second  chapter 
is directed at Germany, which was 
able in 1925 to return to the  Olympic 
 family, which did not everywhere 
meet with enthusiasm. Thus the 
Deutsche Turnerschaft [German 
Gymnastic Society], which from 
the start had been against the 
 Olympic Movement, withdrew from 
the  German Reich Committee for 
 Physical Education, joining it again 
the  following year. The Amsterdam 
competitions were however boy
cotted. 

In the third and fourth chapters 
the competitions in St. Moritz 
and Amsterdam are discussed in 
great detail. The results (including 
the demonstration events and 
exhibitions), reach from the first to 
the last place. That is anything but a 
matter of course, because the Official 
Reports of these Games are anything 
but perfect. Besides the original 
documentation of Amsterdam are 
considered lost. 

The strength of the book lies 
doubtless in the abundance of 
sportspeople biographies. All 
medallists are portrayed more 
or less extensively and shown in 
photos (there are more than 1000). 
In addition there are many other 
participants about whom there are 
interesting things to report. The 
arts contests form the conclusion, 
and these are in his completeness 
probably not to found in any other 
book. 

Occasionally one comes upon 
questionable entries which were 
probably found in Wikipedia and 
on which the authors should better 
not rely. Yet that is probably all our 
problem when writing about history. 

All in all: the book is worth the 
money. It should be in any Olympic 
library. 

 
 
 

Thomas E. Carson  

UNSUNG. The Ray Ewry Story 

A 4/20 Publication, Baltimore, Maryland, 2017 

pp. 252, $ 14.95, ISBN 1548074640 (paperback) 
 

Reviewed by Volker Kluge 

 
For a century, the American athlete 
Raymond Clarence Ewry was the most 
successful Olympic participant (with 
ten victories) until the appearance of 
the swimmer Michael Phelps. Ewry 
attained his successes between 1900 
and 1908, all in standing jumps – 
long jump, triple jump and high 
jump. After 1912, these events were 
removed from the programme. 

I have always wondered why 
there is no book about this ‘jumping 
machine’. To find out more about 
Ewry, I began to research him 
in 1978. I found his daughter 
Mary Carson but, alas, she was ill 
with Alzheimer’s. Nonetheless, I 
discovered that a grandson called 
Tommy was said to exist, and was 
touring the USA as a rock and roll 
singer. But no contact was made. 

Forty years later this grandson is 
retired and the muse moved him to 
research and record the history of 
his grandfather. The result is a book 
that delivers on two levels. On the 
first level, he describes how, in 1980, 
at the end of his time as entertainer 
and promoter in Baltimore, he 
was shocked by President Carter’s 
Olympic boycott, which robbed so 
many athletes of their hopes and 
dreams. His interest in the Olympic 
Games was awakened. 

At the same time, he found the 
key to the storage unit in which 
his mother had deposited dozens 
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of sealed boxes of family items. In 
this way, he met his grandfather – 
whom he had not personally 
known – for the first time. Carson 
began to catalogue the items. He 
found piles of books, old photos, 
letters, notebooks and documents, 
and even diaries. 

After the discovery of the family 
records, Carson set off on the trail 
of Ray Ewry, where the second 
level emerges. He describes his 
grandfather’s early years: born in 
1873 in Lafayette, Indiana, losing 
his mother at the age of six and 
becoming ill with paralysis. A future 
as an invalid seemed inevitable.

It was an expert from  Baltimore 
who gave his life a different direc
tion. With metal and  leather 
 supports on his body and c rutches 
under his arms the paralysed boy 
learned to move free from human 
support. Through hard training the 
muscles began to strengthen, and 
in time he could even jump – over 
 barrels, hedges and baskets. That 
was the best therapy.

With the help of the journals, 
Carson was able to reconstruct the 
years at Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, where Ewry completed his 
studies with a Masters in Electrical 
Engineering. That same year he 
achieved a world record of 3.35 m in 
the standing long jump.

Yet that was only the start of 
a unique career. At the Olympic 
Games of 1900, 1904, 1906 and 1908 
Ewry went to the start ten times 
and achieved ten victories. He was 
invincible. 

The experiences of Ewry’s  grand
son are interwoven through 
the work and make interesting 
reading. Carson tells of those who 
kindled his enthusiasm for Olympic 
history. Among them were the ISOH 
members June Becht and Bill Mallon 
(who also provided the foreword to 
this book). Setbacks were not left 
out. There were “black days” when 
the storage unit was broken into 
and Ewry’s diaries and journals 
stolen. 

He experienced another disap
point ment at the New York Athletic 
Club, to which Ewry belonged after 
his studies. The director confessed 
to him that the Olympic winner’s 
medals, which Carson’s mother had 
lent in 1937 after Ewry’s death, had 
also disappeared. But the grandson 
did at least reclaim two honorary 
 prizes awarded by the King of Greece 
in 1906. 

Carson’ book, while not presented 
very attractively, is undoubtedly 
a remarkable work. Another gap 
in Olympic history has been filled, 
although there is surely more to be 
revealed, for many biographical 
details are still missing. That is 
especially true of the years in which 
Ewry served as Chief Engineer in the 
US Navy on various battleships and 
torpedo boats. For that reason, the 
author would be grateful for any 
further information, and he can 
be contacted on ray.ewry.research.
group@gmail.com. 

Jurryt van de Vooren

Amsterdam 1928

Uitgeverij Balans, Amsterdam 2018, in Dutch

pp 192, 19.99 EUR, ISBN 978-94-600-3878-5

Reviewed by Ruud Paauw

Ninety years ago this summer, the 
Olympic Games were held in the 
Netherlands. Jurryt van de Vooren, 
sports historian and former press 
officer of the Amsterdam Olympic 
Stadium, has marked the occasion 
with 28 chapters on “the unknown 
story of the Dutch Olympics”.

In truth, there is not much that is 
‘unknown’ in this book. Specifically: 

Queen Wilhelmina’s refusal to 
open the Games because the 
 cardinals of the IOC had not asked 
her if the date of the ceremony was 
convenient to her; the horrible and 
at the same time ridiculous  debate 
in  parliament, which did not want 
subsidise the organisation of the 
Games; the introduction of the 
 Olympic Fire; the  trouble with the 
 Olympic film; the glory and tragedy 
of the Dutch  women’s gymnastics 
team;  Australia’s rower Bob Pearce 
who stopped his race for a few 
moments to let a family of ducks  pass. 

All these stories and more have 
been written before. But Van de 
Vooren has an easy and compact 
style of writing so there is a lot to 
enjoy for the ordinary reader.

What is new is the author’s  story 
about the introduction of a  parking 
board in the Netherlands,  because 
the authorities  anticipated that 
many cars would come to the Games. 
It was indeed very  congested with 
cars (more than 4000)  especially 
for the Netherlands vs. Uruguay 
and  Germany vs. Uruguay foot
ball  matches. From Amsterdam the 
 parking board started an inter
national march.

Amazing to me is another story: 
on 1st August, during the athletics 
tournament, the Olympic Stadium 
escaped a real disaster – an air 
crash. A French pilot, Fouge, circled 
low over the stadium for many 
minutes. It was his first flight 
from Paris to Schiphol airport near 
Amsterdam, and because of the bad 
weather he had lost his bearings in 
the Netherlands.

Flying in 1928!  According to his 
statement later he mistook the 
lighted marathon tower of the 
stadium for the light tower of 
Schiphol and thought he could 
land there! At the very last moment 
he realised his mistake. He never 
reached Schiphol but made an 
emergency landing in marshy 
grassland between the stadium 
and the airport. Fouge and his 
passengers came to no harm.
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Another fact not widely known is 
that after the closing of the  Games, 
the stadium hosted a ‘Dooven 
Olympiade’ for deaf people.  Nine 
countries took part. Paris had 
organised the first such event in 
1924 and it continues day as the 
Deaflympics.

The book is dedicated to the two  
important Olympic collectors in the 
Netherlands, Tony Bijkerk, the former 
IOC SecretaryGeneral, and Jaco 
Treurniet, both of whom have sadly 
passed away.  As Van de Vooren says, 
‘we owe a lot to their inheritance’.

Roger Robinson

When Running made History

Syracuse University Press, New York, 2018

pp. 267, $55.00, ISBN 978-0-8156-3578-9 

(hardcover)

$24.95, ISBN 978-0-8156-1100-4 (paperback) 

Reviewed by Donald Macgregor

The author has pursued several 
different careers: professor of 
literature in Wellington, New Zealand 
(among others); race commentator 
for 46 years, TV commentator and 
sports journalist. He has been 
married to Kathrine Switzer (well
known when a Boston Marathon 
race official tried to eject her from the 
race) and a fellow author.

Robinson grew up in London and 
recalls the air raids and ‘doodlebugs” 
which were a nightly threat. His first 
experience of bigtime athletics was 
when a neighbour took him to watch 
the 1948 Olympics at Wembley. One 
of the first races they saw was the 

10,000 metres, won by Emil Zátopek, 
who became his lifelong hero.

His book is a personal account of 
attendance at and witnessing of 
many events. The book traces the 
development of running: the rise of 
women’s running over the past half
century (until there are more female 
runners in the USA than male); 
running as a fundraiser and social 
benefactor; the gradual change to 
professionalism. Not many readers 
of the Journal will be unfamiliar 
with many of the events the author 
witnessed.

Robinson was not at Oxford on 6th 

May 1954, to see Bannister break 
the 4 minute barrier. But he was at 
the White City on 13th October of the 
same year when Chris Chataway took 
on the Soviet champion Vladimir 
Kuts over 5000 m. After a desperate 
struggle, the redhaired Englishman 
broke the tape in a world record of 
13:51.6.

The scene then moves to the 
Olympic Stadium in Rome on 2nd 

September 1960, when Peter Snell 
and Murray Halberg won gold for 800 
m and 5000 m in the defiant all black 
of New Zealand. The only document 
the author consulted was that day’s 
programme – all the rest is memory.

In his programme page for the 
5000 m, Robinson wrote “opened 
up lead of 20 yards with three laps 
to go”. An exhausted Halberg won 
“understated, impeccably prepared, 
daring and capable of going in his 
quiet pragmatic way where no man 
had gone before”.

Robinson watched the Olympic 
Marathon on 10th September 1960 
from two miles from the finish. As 
the crowd waited for the leaders, two 
tall dark men emerged “magically” 
from the darkness. The leader was 
a barefoot Ethiopian, Abebe Bikila, 
and his pursuer Abdesselem Rhadi 
of Morocco. It was the moment Africa 
arose as a marathon force. 

Abebe’s vital surge came where his 
Finnish coach Onni Niskanen had 
agreed, at 41 kilometres, just after 
the last turn on the course. 12,000 

spectators waited on the finishing 
straight. His win was the dramatic 
beginning of a phenomenon, the 
dominance of running by Africa.

Many of the races described took 
place in the USA, especially Boston 
and New York. The author takes the 
reader through half a century of 
developments, as running became 
a global movement. Several vital 
changes have taken place over that 
period, notably the development 
of women’s running, professional 
athletics, commercial sponsorship, 
ecological improvements, the misuse 
of drugs. Robinson comments 
also on the tragedies that have 
occurred: 9/11, the Boston bombings 
of 2013, the Munich massacre, the 
Christchurch earthquake, as well 
as the high points: the rise of East 
African running, world records set 
by Buddy Edelen, Ron Clarke, Filbert 
Bayi and Paula Radcliffe. 

One example: the Lewa Wildlife 
Conservancy in Kenya, along with 
the Tusk Trust, has raised millions 
through their races and preserved 
the white rhino and Grévy’s zebra. 
The races (the Safaricom Marathon 
and Halfmarathon) have been 
supported by leading runners as 
well as travel groups from all over 
the world. Local tribes living near the 
conservancy are made beneficiaries, 
given employment and schools, 
and shown that their best economic 
prospect lies in preserving the 
wildlife, not poaching it. Women 
are especially targeted for economic 
empowerment.

The prevailing belief has always 
been that that older people who 
push themselves risk their health 
and look unseemly. Robinson 
does not believe this: “The sports 
medicine profession has swung 
entirely behind the mantra ‘exercise 
is medicine’.” The ancient Greeks 
believed that though competition 
humans can aspire most closely to 
the gods.

Robinson’s book is highly personal. 
I would therefore hesitate to 
recommend it.


