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The focus of the last Journal was the first Olympic 
Congress, which on 23 June 1894 decided to revive the 
Olympic Games. They set up an International Olympic 
Committee to organise them. Now, 125 years on, the new 
Olympic House has opened and we offer an introduction 
of the new building in this issue.

On the occasion of this anniversary, it was natural to 
consider other milestones of the Olympic Movement. 
Thomas Lippert and I have therefore written an article 
about the IOC anniversaries from 1914 to 1969.

However, the focus should not be on the festivities or 
the officials, but on the athletes. Among the outstanding 
personalities of the past was the German gymnast and 
wrestler Carl Schuhmann, who also embodied the 
prototype of the mature athlete, because despite a 
ban by his management, he was not prevented from 
participating in the first Games in Athens. As the most 
successful participant, he wrote history and on the 
occasion of his 150th birthday, his story is now being told.

This fits well with the article by Christian Wacker on the 
imagery of 1896, which he describes as very modern. For 
antiquity had only an exemplary character for Pierre de 
Coubertin. In fact, the IOC founder wanted something 
new, something never done before.

Among the most important sources are the 
documentary films that were made on the individual 
Olympic Games. In the second part of his series, David 
Wallechinsky covers the period from 1948 to 1960, in 
which colour films were first produced.

There is an intriguing story surrounding the Amsterdam 
poster. As the IOC were unable to agree on a rights deal 
with the descendants of the designer, they have used an 
image from the cover of a Swiss book instead. This was 
based on the photograph of an Austrian wrestler, who 
was recreating the pose of a statue by German sculptor 
Max Kruse in 1879. These revelations come courtesy of 
Gherardo Bonini.

The contribution of Czech historian Martin Pelc 
on Hedwig Rosenbaum, who took part in the tennis 
tournament in Paris in 1900 and went on to become the 
first female Olympic medallist in Bohemia, proves that 
everything is still far from being researched. The author 
chose the title “Mistaken Identities” – a topic that is not 
uncommon in the history of the Olympics.

In Journal No. 3 of 2018, Tony Sainsbury published an 
article on the early history of the Paralympics and the 
origin of the term. Three other authors – Ian Brittain, Bill 
Mallon and David Davis – have pooled their knowledge 
in a joint article.

What else is on offer?  ISOH mourns the death of Karel 
Wendl who did much to open up the IOC Archives. The 
passing of Olympic medallists is noted in our obituary 
section. 

Our long running series on IOC Members has reached 
episode 30 and for the first time it features those elected 
after the reforms of 1999. 

As always, new publications on Olympic and sports 
history will be reviewed.�
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At the Session in Lausanne in June 2019, the IOC confirmed 
the unprecedented move of suspending recognition 
of the International Boxing Federation (AIBA) and 
announcing that the IOC, itself, will organise the boxing 
qualification tournaments for Tokyo 2020, as well as the 
Tokyo Olympic tournament.

Boxing has a long and controversial Olympic history, 
filled with questionable judging decisions and credible 
allegations of corruption, not to mention spectators 
rioting, boxers punching referees and South Korean 
boxers refusing to leave the ring after losing.

In the wake of several absurd decisions and outrageous 
scenes at the 1988 Games, AIBA instituted numerous 
reforms that were put in force in 1992. These included 
daily alcohol tests for all referees and judges, an attempt 
to keep referees and judges “out of reach” of national 
associations and their officials, and a requirement that 
referees and judges not attend c ocktail parties without 
the permission of the AIBA E xecutive Committee.

In 1992, AIBA introduced computerized scoring. Each 
judge was given a console. Whenever a boxer connected 
with a punch, the judge pushed a button corresponding 
to that boxer. If three of the five judges pushed their 
buttons within one second, the boxer automatically 
received a point. Unfortunately, this system was not 
without its flaws. For example, in the words of a post-
Olympic report issued by AIBA Vice-President Emil Jetchev, 
it was discovered that “in some judges the eye sight 
was found to be poor,” “judges have different motor 
reactions,” and “a certain degree of uncertainty and even 
fear is noticeable among judges in regard of electronics.” 

Because of these problems, there were several notable 
cases in Barcelona in which one boxer would batter his 
opponent throughout a round and yet receive no points, 
or in which all five judges would give the nod to one 

boxer, yet his opponent would win the fight. In fact, 
AIBA was so embarrassed by the results of the Eric Griffin-
Rafael Lozano light-flyweight bout that they ceased to 
allow the public access to individual judge’s scores.

After the 2004 Olympics, growing concerns about lack 
of transparency and the potential for manipulation in 
judging scores led the IOC to withhold USD 1.1 million in 
Olympic revenues from AIBA.

The situation has only gotten worse since then. An 
IOC Inquiry Committee headed by Nenad Lalović, the 
President of United World Wrestling, determined that by 
2019, AIBA’s debt was so great ($17 million as of the end 
of 2018 and growing) that if the IOC continued to allocate 
money to AIBA, it would go to the federation’s lenders. 
Instead, the IOC announced that the money would be 
spent directly to run the 2020 Olympic competitions.

At the 2012 London Olympics, the boxing tournament 
was riddled with controversial decisions. Following 
the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics, all 36 referees and 
judges were suspended. An internal investigation 
described “bad culture driven by power, fear and lack of 
transparency.”

In January 2018, AIBA appointed Gafur Rakhimov as its 
interim president despite the fact that, since February 
2012, the US Department of Treasury had identified him 
as a key member of the Brothers’ Circle, which according 
to the US Treasury is a “criminal group composed of 
leaders and senior members of several Eurasian criminal 
groups.” Rakhimov was described as “one of the leaders 
of Uzbek organised crime with a specialty in the organised 
production of drugs in the countries of Central Asia.” As 
early as 2000, the Australian government had refused to 
allow Rakhimov to attend the Sydney Olympics because of 
his involvement in organised crime. When, in November 
2018, AIBA elected Rakhimov as its president, the IOC had 
had enough.

Not surprisingly, at the 2019 Session, several IOC 
Members asked how the referees and judges for the 
2020 qualification and Olympic tournaments would be 
chosen. The Boxing Task Force given the responsibility for 
organising the tournaments explained that they would 
be working from AIBA’s database of referees and judges 
with the goal of identifying those officials with clean 
records. There were those in the room for whom this 
answer was not completely reassuring. �

Message from 
the President

David Wallechinsky
ISOH PRESIDENT

Seoul 1988 – one 

scandal of many: 

The American Roy 

Jones (left) was 

cheated in the final 

of the lightmiddle-

weight against the 

South Korean Park Si 

Hun with a manipu-

lated decision to win 

the Olympic gold 

medal. Jones was 

awarded the Olympic 

Order by the IOC in 

1997.

Photo: David Wallechinsky
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The glass IOC headquarters, which opened on 23 June, fulfilled the highest standards. It received the LEED-Platinum certification, which 

is awarded to buildings that reduce CO2 emissions. It also received Platinum in the standard Sustainable Building Switzerland (SNBS) and 

the construction standard Minergie P. The design by Danish architects 3XN, in cooperation with  Swiss architects Itten + Brechbühl, was 

inspired by the energy of an athlete. Above: Meeting room of the IOC Executive Committee; above that: Coubertin’s desk.   Photos: Volker Kluge
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Olympic Study Centre, Lausanne, 27 June 2019
Present: David Wallechinsky (DW), Richard Pound 
(representing the IOC) (RP), Christian Wacker (CW), Markus 
Osterwalder (MO), Volker Kluge (VK), Philip Barker (PB) 
Kostas Georgiadis (KG), Leif Yttergren (LF); Excused: 
Ghassan Haddad (GH)

1. Opening by President David Wallechinsky
DW expressed his concerns about ISOH’s relationship 
with the IOC. For example, in 2014, President Thomas 
Bach asked ISOH to produce a book of biographies of IOC 
members. But, DW learned that subsequently, President 
Bach asked Alain Lunzenfichter to do the same thing. 

In response to requests that ISOH produce a French-
language version of the Journal of Olympic History, DW 
determined that it would cost approximately $5,000 just 
to translate a typical issue. By the time production costs 
would be added, the cost would come to more than $70 
per copy, which is not cost-effective, particularly also 
taking into account the added hours of work.

As a gesture to demonstrate that ISOH is producing 
tangible material of use to the IOC, DW printed a few 
dozen copies of a preliminary draft of his 86-page 
report on Official Films of the Olympic Games 1912-2018. 
He personally presented copies to President Bach, Vice-
President Anita DeFrantz, all members of the IOC Culture 
and Olympic Heritage Commission and to the Olympic 
Studies Centre.

DW also wrote to President Bach offering the services of 
ISOH members in the run-up to the 125th anniversary of 
the founding of the modern Olympic Movement. ISOH 
members subsequently provided information and 
expertise for a variety of IOC research projects.

2. Approval of the Minutes from the Executive 
Committee Meeting in Lausanne, 14 May 2018
Unanimously approved.

3. Report by the Secretary-General — MO
MO reported that ISOH as 453 active members, ranging in 

age from 24 to 97 and coming from six continents. There are 
also 49 patron members, for a total membership of 502.

4. Report by the Treasurer — GH
GH submitted his annual report electronically. Among 
his key points were:

A. The accounts are in good standing; however, there 
has been a significant increase in total disbursements 
and a decline in revenue that has left a net decrease 
of USD7,029.85. This cannot continue and needs to 
be reversed. One suggestion is to allocate each year a 
significant percentage of the annual IOC contribution to 
an investment fund suitable for 501(c)(3)s so that ISOH 
can begin growing its assets through investments and 
not rely exclusively on the membership dues and the IOC 
contribution.

B. Current balance of $43,915.21 (effective 31 May 2019); 
pending withdrawals from the annual meeting.

C. ISOH needs to consider eliminating membership 
receipts by cash. They are few and create a risk much larger 
than the gross value of receipts. This recommendation 
was not accepted because some members simply have no 
choice but to pay in cash.

GH asked when ISOH might expect to receive its 2019 
subvention from the IOC and stated that he was prepared 
to submit invoices to the IOC. It is the responsibility of the 
Secretary-General and the Treasurer to approach the IOC 
regarding the subvention, which, hopefully, they would 
do as soon as possible.

GH informed the Executive Committee, with regrets, 
that he will have to resign as Treasurer at the end of 2019. 
Former Treasurer John Grasso agreed to take over on a 
temporary basis until the next ISOH elections.

Minutes from the ISOH Executive 
Committee Meeting 2019
By David Wallechinsky

4

The ISOH Executive Committee at the Olympic House, where visitors are 

greeted by a  Coubertin statue created by the Swiss sculptor Vincent Du 

Bois.   Photo: Markus Osterwalder
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5. Journal of Olympic History – VK
The Journal has been extremely well-received by IOC 
Members and others. In addition to copies sent to ISOH 
members, copies are also sent to all IOC Members, all 
International Federations and all National Olympic 
Committees. Total distribution is approximately 850 
copies per issue.

Various strategies were discussed regarding attracting 
more articles. RP suggested various topics that should be 
covered in Journal articles. VK stated that although he 
would like to continue as editor, he needs help. It was 
suggested that an assistant/apprentice be brought on 
to help with the production of the Journal and to learn 
from VK and his team.

6. ISOH book of IOC Member biographies — 
VK and others
In 2014, President Bach asked ISOH to prepare a book of 
biographies of all IOC Members in history. Wolf Lyberg, 
Bill Mallon and Ian Buchanan had, over the years, 
prepared drafts of such biographies. In 2014, VK took 
responsibility for the project.

As mentioned above, DW learned that President Bach, 
in 2016, asked Alain Lunzenfichter to do the same thing, 
and he has completed his compilation. DW urged VK to 
allow some of the biographies prepared by ISOH to be 
uploaded to the ISOH website. However, VK stated his 
preference for waiting until a book can be submitted to 
President Bach, preferably in 2021, to coincide with the 
125th anniversary of the first modern Olympic Games. 
A consensus was reached to add to the website the 
biographies of the thirteen original members of the IOC.

7. Proposal by Steve Harris for a book of 
great moments in Olympic history — all 
ISOH member (and Vikelas Plaque recipient) Steve Harris 
has proposed that all ISOH members be polled to select 
the greatest moments in Olympic history, after which he 
would write the text for a resulting book. This proposal 
was not accepted because it was not considered cost-
effective and would require increased workload for 
already overburdened ISOH officers.

8. Discussion of possible changes to 
voting structure — all
Currently, the President, Vice-President, Secretary General 
and Treasurer are elected by separate votes. Four more 
members are elected at-large by the ISOH membership.

Two proposals were made to change the ISOH 
Constitution. Option 1 would eliminate voting for the 
four at-large seats and instead have them appointed 
by the four officers and the IOC representative. Option 
2 would have the Journal editor appointed, but retain 
voting for the remaining three seats. A vote was taken 
and ended up 4-4. According to the ISOH Constitution, 

ties votes are decided by the President. DW voted for 
option 2.

It was agreed that the next Vice-President should 
consider it part of his or her responsibility to help 
with the Journal. The three other members would be 
expected to take responsibility for 1) the ISOH website, 2) 
networking with outside groups and 3) researching and 
making recommendations for the various ISOH awards.

9. Election procedure for 2020-2024 term – MO
The schedule for the next election for the term of 2020-
2024 is:
•  Requests for nominations sent to all members – early 

November 2019
•  Deadline for nominations – end of December 2019
•  Candidate list sent to all members – end of January 

2010
•  Deadline for voting – end of March 2020
•  Information letter to the winners and losers – mid-

March 2020
•  Announcement of the result to all members – end of 

March 2020
•  Handover at the ISOH Quadrennial Meeting in Paris – 

late May 2020

10. Suggestions and discussion of awards for 2018 –
all
It was decided to present the Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Norbert Müller and Vikelas Plaque Awards to 
Donald Macgregor and Andreas Hadjivassiliou.

It was decided not to present the Karl Lennartz 
Memorial Book Award this year. However, it was agreed 
that when, in the future, books are chosen, the winner 
should be presented with a diploma, which, until now, 
has not been the case.

There were no applications for the Ian Buchanan 
Memorial Scholarship.

11. Journal of Olympic History article award
It was unanimously decided to present this award to 
Anthony J. Wall for his article “Avery Brundage – The Man 
Who Would be King.”

12. Selecting a date and place for the 2019 meeting 
of the Executive Committee and the quadrennial 
ISOH open meeting – all
Normally, the Quadrennial Meeting of ISOH, open to all 
members, has been held in the host city of the Summer 
Olympics. However, it was determined that it was not 
cost-effective for ISOH to hold its 2020 meeting in Tokyo. 
Consequently, it will be held in Paris in late May 2020.

13. Closure of the Meeting by President 
David Wallechinsky
DW thanked all participants and closed the session. �
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Professor Christina 

Koulouri received the 

Vikelas Award from 

ISOH President David 

Wallechinsky in 

 Ancient Olympia on 

11 May. She was 

joined by past 

 winners (from left) 

Pedro Córdova (PUR) 

and Maria Bulatova 

(UKR); Kostas 

 Georgiadis (GRE) and 

Manfred Lämmer 

(GER). On the far right 

is 1988 canoeing gold 

medallist Ivan 

 Klementjevs (LAT).

Photos: Philip Barker

NEWS 

The highlight of the 134th IOC Session was the awarding 
of the Olympic Winter Games 2026 to Milan-Cortina, Italy. 
The joint bid won 47 votes, edging out the candidacy from 
Sweden’s Stockholm and Åre, which received 34 votes. 
It appeared to help the Italians that they plan to make 
use of 93 per cent existing venues, that public support 
was much higher than in Sweden with 83 per cent in the 
country and 87 per cent in Milan, and that government 
guarantees were made. The IOC will contribute at least USD 
925m towards the cost of the Games.

Boxing will maintain its place on the Tokyo 2020 sports 
programme, while recognition of the International 
Boxing Association (AIBA) by the IOC will be suspended 
and evaluated after Tokyo 2020. Following this decision, 
the IOC EB’s recommendations on the Tokyo 2020 event 
programme and qualification system will come into force: 

a dedicated task force, led by IOC Member and President 
of the International Gymnastics Federation (FIG) Morinari 
Watanabe, will ensure their delivery.

Breaking, skateboarding, sport climbing and 
surfing have been provisionally included on the sports 
programme of the Olympic Games Paris 2024. Breaking 
and sports climbing both appeared as medal events 
at the Youth Olympic Games Buenos Aires 2018, while 
skateboarding, sport climbing and surfing will make their 
debut on the 2020 programme in Tokyo next year. 

HRH Prince Feisal Al Hussein and Nawal El Moutawakel 
were elected as new members of the IOC EB. HRH Prince 
Feisal replaced Gunilla Lindberg at the end of the 134th 
IOC Session. Nawal El Moutawakel will replace Willi 
Kaltschmitt Luján on 1 January 2020. The Session also 
approved the election of seven Members as Honorary 
Members who are due to finish their term of office at 
the end of 2019 because of the age limit: Franco Carraro, 
Iván Dibós, Habu Gumel, Willi Kaltschmitt Luján, Samih 
Moudallal, Austin L. Sealy, and Ung Chang. See also p. 71.

Starting on 1 October, Singaporean Angelita Teo will 
take charge of the Olympic Foundation for Culture and 
Heritage. She succeeds Francis Gabet and will have 
responsibility for Managing the Olympic Museum, the 
Olympic Studies Centre, International Programmes and 
Heritage. She had been Senior Director, Museums and 
Festivals with the National Heritage Board of Singapore 
since 2002. (IOC/JOH) �

Milan’s Mayor 

 Giuseppe Sala after 

the announcement 

of the IOC decision.

Photo: picture-alliance
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A flame for the 2019 European Games was lit at the Ara 
Pacis in Rome at the start of a 50-day journey to the host 
city of Minsk.

Yulia Nesterenko, 100 m champion at Athens 2004, 
was one of three bearers in a ceremony which also 
included 2016 trampoline gold medallist Udislau 
Hancharou. It fell to fencer Elena Beleva, who has won 
gold medals in Mexico, Munich and Montreal to hand 
the flame to representatives of the One Chapter Belarus 
motorbike club who escorted it throughout its journey to 
Minsk. The flame was taken to the summit of Mont Blanc 
and also visited Slovenia, Austria, Hungary, Slovakia, 

Czech Republic and Poland before crossing into Belarus 
at Brest. In all some 450 runners were to participate in 
the relay.

Minsk 2019 organisers were also presented with 
a symbolic golden olive tree, created by the Italian 
goldsmith Nicola Amato.

It seems likely that the Ara Pacis will be used for any 
future European Olympic Committee flame events. 
The relay for the European Youth Olympic Festival was 
begun at the same location. Built to honour Emperor 
Augustus in 9 BC, it was dedicated to the Roman goddess 
of peace.�

7

Left: 2004 Olympic 100 m champion Yulia Nesterenko receives the Minsk 2019 flame from Belarus minister Sergei Kovalchuk. Middle: The golden olive 

tree given to Minsk organisers. Right: Three Olympic champions from Belarus: Elena Beleva, Yulia Nesterenko and Udislau Hancharou pose with Lesik, 

the 2019  Mascot.    Photos: Philip Barker

Fireworks illuminate 

the sky above 

 Dinamo Stadium 

during the opening 

ceremony of the 

2nd European Games 

in Minsk, Belarus. 

The Polish city of 

Kraków wants to 

host the next Games 

in 2023.    

Photo: picture-alliance
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Pierre de Coubertin spent much of his time polishing the 
image of  the Olympic Games and presenting the IOC he 
had founded in a light that was fit for its significance. His 
memoirs often suggest the impression that the setting – 
the embellishment, the ceremonies, the celebrations 
and receptions – was often more important to him than 
the actual sporting event.

When making plans, Coubertin also liked to draw 
on the ideas of others, such as the political economist 
John Ruskin, who was regarded as the driving force of 
the English Arts and Crafts movement. In 1911, Coubertin 
dedicated a four-part essay to Ruskin in the Revue 
Olympique. It was on the topic of sporting “Ruskianism” 
and ended with the statement: “Sport, which must 
bring joy, can do so only when it wears festive clothing.”1

Sometimes impetus came from the outside. So it was 
in 1914, when the 20th anniversary of the revival of the 
Olympic Games, was celebrated in Paris with a week-
long Olympic Congress. The springboard was a document 

that Coubertin had been shown in the French Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs back in 1910. Across the cover, an 
unidentified official had written the words: “The French 
government does not recognise the Olympic Games.”

This episode is recounted in Coubertin’s memoirs:
“Oh!” I said to myself, “just wait! You’ll soon see 
whether the French Government recognises the 
Olympic Games or not!” From that moment on, I 
was determined to make the celebration of the 20th 
anniversary of their revival in June 1914 so remarkable 
that the cream of officialdom and fashionable Paris 
society would be unanimous in its homage to the 
revived institution.2

The formal decision was taken at the 1911 IOC Session in 
Budapest and published in the June issue of the Revue 
Olympique. For the first time, representatives of the 
National Olympic Committees (NOC) and International 
Sports Federations (IF) were invited to an Olympic 

Modest Festivals in Difficult Times 
Commemorating Olympic Anniversaries  1914–1969

By Thomas Lippert and Volker Kluge

Left: Poster celebrat-

ing the 20th anniver-

sary of the revival of 

the Olympic Games. 

The design, by Swiss 

 artist Édouard 

 Elzingre, was also 

used as a template 

for a postcard and 

label. Next to it: the 

event  programme at 

the  Sorbonne on 

17th June 1914.

Photos: Collection Christian 
Kunz, Volker Kluge Archive
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Congress, and, after the successful 1912 Games in 
Stockholm, they showed an increasing interest in 
shaping the future programme of the competition and 
uniform rules.3

The extensive programme included 14 joint meetings, 
which, with one exception, were presided over by 
Coubertin. The festive framing of it all consisted of no 
fewer than 17 events. The highlight was the memorial 
celebration on 17th June 1914, which took place at the very 

location where the revival of the Olympic Games had 
been announced 20 years earlier.

As famous Swedish singers intoned the Marseillaise, 
French President Raymond Poincaré entered the 
auditorium of the Sorbonne silently in the dark, so as 
not to disturb the “eurythmics” or atmosphere that 
Coubertin was so keen to achieve. Ambassadors from 
every country had turned up, and during the course 
of the event, so Coubertin tells us “over one hundred 
addresses or telegrams from sovereigns, crown princes, 
governments, universities and societies were read out.”4

For the first time, the Olympic flag also flew in public. 
It had been designed specially for the occasion by 
Coubertin. He wrote: “At that time, I did not feel that war 
was imminent or even inevitable.”5

An aircraft squadron as a “Silver Wedding” gift

On 10th April 1915, Coubertin officially relocated the 
headquarters of the IOC from Paris to Lausanne. War had 
come and as Coubertin, by now 52, had joined the French 
army, he wanted the IOC President to be neutral. He asked 
his colleague Godefroy de Blonay to take over the IOC 
leadership for the duration of the war. From 1st January 
1916, The Swiss Baron acted as President ad interim.

In 1907, Coubertin had been re-elected president 
at the Olympic Congress in The Hague. This was to be 
for a ten-year term. But before this second term came 
to an end, de Blonay had made contact with as many 
members as he could, to obtain tacit approval to extend 
Coubertin’s presidency for another ten years.6

In Coubertin sent a circular which thanked the IOC 
Members for his re-election. At the same time, he 
issued an invitation to a session in Lausanne which 
he wanted to combine with the 25th anniversary of the 
IOC and use to review and pay tribute to a quarter of a 
century’s work. He did not go into details. Instead, he 
made reference to the 100 published issues of the Revue 
Olympique.7

Programme for a boat party in June 1914: the Olympic flag, designed by 

Coubertin, flew at the top of the mast for the first time. 

Photo: Karl Lennartz Archive

Left: The French pilots and mechanics who flew to Lausanne in 1919 to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the IOC. The flight of 14 planes had been 

 authorised by French Prime Minister Clemenceau. The SPA 95 squadron was commanded by noted fighter pilot Marcel Hugues (in the middle wearing 

the lighter uniform). To his right was Lieutenant de Fleurieu, who flew in aircraft no. 4 (photo right).     Photos: Collection Thomas Lippert
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The Games of the VI Olympiad 
were to be celebrated in Berlin 

in 1916 but had to be cancelled 
due to the war. These were 
mentioned by Coubertin 
only in passing. He wanted 
them to be marked with 
a “bloody cross”.8 He 
looked ahead and pinned 
his hopes on the Games of 

1920, which, in his mind, he 
had long since awarded to 

Antwerp.9

At that point in time, however, 
the future of the Olympic Movement 

was still uncertain. This was also clear from 
the low turnout for the session of 1919. It was attended 
by only eight of the 38 IOC Members.10 The burdens of the  
war so recently ended, still weighed heavily on many 
countries. In addition, a Spanish flu epidemic claimed 
the lives of at least 25 million (some put the figure as 
high as 50 million) between 1918 and 1920.11 This was 
more than had died in the entire First World War. A third 
wave, which turned out to be somewhat milder than the 
previous one, reached Switzerland in January 1919. 

Despite these limitations, a small team led by Dr. 
Francis- Marius Messerli, Chief Physician of the L ausanne 
Health Service since 1917, succeeded in organising a 
 worthy “Silver Wedding”, as Coubertin named the 
 Olympic event.12 The festivities took place on the  morning 
of 5th April 1919 in the auditorium of the University and 
were presided over by no less a figure than Gustave Ador, 
who had become president of the Swiss Confederation in 
1917 and had chaired the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) since 1910.

Since the IOC had lost the last of its money during 
the war and was funded by Coubertin alone, it was 
dependent on donations. These came from the French 
President and the Council of State of the Canton of Vaud.

In his opening speech of the session, Coubertin spoke 

about the global political upheavals without specifically 
mentioning the revolutions in Russia, Germany, Austria 
and Hungary. In order to ensure social peace, he said, 
not only would fairer distribution of goods and free 
access to education be required, but also the opening 
up of sport to the masses. “That is the complete and 
democratic Olympism of which we are today laying the 
foundation stone.”13

The awarding of the 1920 Olympics to Antwerp, which 
had repeated its application of 1914, was viewed by 
Coubertin as a “victory of patriotic feelings, but also 
as a victory of sports education.”14 He was unhappy 
that outside the Olympic walls, with Paris at its centre, 
“a scheming and, in its methods, not all too loyal 
opposition to Antwerp’s 1920 Games was spreading,” as 
the later IOC Chancellor Otto Mayer wrote.15

The “Manifestations Olympiques”, as the celebrations 
were called, included the landing of 14 French military 
aircraft. There was a letter to Coubertin from French 
Prime Minister Georges Clemenceau, who since 1917 had 
also been minister for war. In it, he stated that, with 
the permission of the Swiss federal government, he 
had sent the air squadron in order to express his “high 
esteem” for the IOC and its work “on the occasion of the 
25thanniversary of the revival of the Olympic Games”.

It remains unclear who was behind this initiative. 
According to Coubertin, the squadron accepted an 
invitation from the Lausanne School of Civil Aviation. 
According to other sources, it was Coubertin himself who 
had requested the squadron in March 1919. Perhaps this 
was also a gesture to put the Supreme Commander of the 
American Expeditionary Forces, General John J. Pershing, 
in his place. With the support of the French press, 
Pershing had been the force behind the Inter-Allied 
Games planned for July 1919 in Paris, and had intended 
to style them as an “Olympic” event.

Whether it was military officers, workers, women or 
religions, Coubertin vehemently resisted any attempt 
to infringe upon the distinguishing characteristic of the 
Olympic Games. In his memoirs, he wrote:
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In this way, the discontented were invited to keep quiet 
but even so they continued for a long time to grumble 
and show their ill will in many ways. What exactly did 
they want? Nothing very precise. 16

The deployment of the squadron by President 
Clemenceau was considered so important by Coubertin 
that he even mentioned the gesture in his speech 
on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Olympic 
Movement.17 However, the memorial event held on 23rd 
June 1934 in the auditorium of the University of Lausanne 
took place without the IOC, whose members had met 
five weeks earlier in Athens for the 32nd session. During 
an excursion to Olympia, they gathered at a marble 
stele endowed by the Greek government in 1927, which 
recalled the revival of the Olympic Games by Coubertin.

Was Coubertin invited? It seems certain that he was 
not, because it was commonly known that after his 
resignation in 1925, he never again attended IOC events 
and avoided anything that might suggest that he was 
interfering in their affairs.

Furthermore, he was much happier in Lausanne, 
especially since Messerli, as president of the Society 
for Greek–Swiss Friendship, had thrown him an 
unforgettable dinner at the Hotel Royal with around 
1500 guests from Greece and Switzerland – mostly cruise 
participants.

Lausanne was also to atone for St. Moritz

In his 1934 speech in Lausanne, Coubertin spoke of 
strange coincidences that linked the revival of the 
Olympic Games with tragedies. He recalled French 
President Carnot, who was murdered on the final day 

of the 1894 Founding Congress. And no sooner had the 
participants of the 20-year celebrations of 1914 parted 
when the assassination of Arch Duke Franz Ferdinand 
and his wife in Sarajevo triggered the First World War. 
But since Olympism had survived this terrible conflict 
unscathed, he looked optimistically to the future. Would 
he have still held the same view at the height of the 
Second World War in 1944?
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By then, Coubertin had died. When the IOC assembled  
for the last time before the next war, two years after 
Coubertin’s death, air-raid shelters were being built 
in London’s  Hyde Park. At night, sirens wailed, at this 
time only a drill. “There is no war,” General Walter von 
Reichenau reassured his German colleagues, against his 
better judgement.18 Only after the eventual destruction 
of the Nazi regime did it become known that two weeks 
before the 1939 session, Hitler had informed his army 
leaders that he would attack Poland “at the first suitable 
opportunity” and that, in the event of a “war on two 
fronts,” England would be the main enemy.19

The IOC, on the other hand, found itself involved in 
a bloodless “war” that revolved around the 1940 
Winter Olympics, originally scheduled to take place in 
Sapporo. In 1938 the Japanese admitted they would be 
unable to stage them so St. Moritz had stepped in. So 
far, so good.

Yet at the same time, the IOC was also involved in a 
dispute with the International Ski Federation (FIS). The 
argument concerned the participation of ski instructors, 
who were considered professionals. Since no agreement 
was reached, all ski competitions were cancelled by the 
IOC. Instead, ski demonstrations were incorporated into 
the programme, but the Swiss were unwilling to organise 
them.

At the session of 1939 there was considerable unrest 
over the matter. IOC President Henry de Baillet-Latour 
sent an ultimatum by telegram to the absent Swiss mem-
ber Colonel Henri Guisan, giving him two days to respond. 
However, Guisan had been given the job of securing the 
country’s borders by his government, due to the impend-
ing war. 

It fell to NOC President Marcel Henninger to reply on his 
behalf, though 24 hours too late. Since he was not ready 
to satisfy the demands, an angry IOC decided to with-

The memorial badge and 1944 commemorative medal, created by Swedish 

sculptor Tore Strindberg, features a portrait of Coubertin on the front and 

the Doryphoros of Polykleitos on the reverse.      Photos: IOC/OSC Archive
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draw the Winter Games from St. Moritz and award them to 
 Garmisch-Partenkirchen once again.20

After the Summer Games of 1936, Carl Diem had now 
also been designated chief organiser of the 1940 Winter 
Olympics. He noted in his diary: 

If the men had anticipated that the Führer would 
have by now banned the Czechs from starting as an 
Olympic team, not only would no-one have voted 
for Garmisch, we would have had to walk out of the 
room. Von Reichenau now wants to negotiate, directly 
after returning, first of all probably with Lammers or 
Ribbentrop.21

Lausanne was also “punished”. It was a city where 
Coubertin would have liked to have seen the Summer 
Olympics. When it now applied for 1944, it received only 
one vote. Although London was chosen with a majority of 
20 votes, the Games did not take place. The 1940 Games of 
Helsinki had suffered the same fate.

Clear rejection of Halt as IOC representative

At the London session, de Baillet-Latour had warned 
Lausanne that there would be consequences over 
the Swiss attitude, but at the same time had assured 
Mayor Jules-Henri Addor that the 50th anniversary was 
definitely to be celebrated at the IOC headquarters.22 By 
1944, Baillet Latour had also died. In office in his place 
was Vice-President J. Sigfrid Edström from Sweden. 
During the war he did his best to maintain contact with 
the other members by means of circular letters.

Despite the war, Edström asked the Swiss NOC and 
the City of Lausanne to prepare the way for a celebration 
of the golden jubilee. He himself commissioned a 
fellow countryman, sculptor Tore Strindberg, to create a 
commemorative medal to mark the occasion. It depicts 
Coubertin in profile and is inscribed with the historic 
date of “23rd June 1894 Sorbonne” on the obverse. For the 
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reverse, he chose the image of an ancient spear-carrier 
by Polykleitos.

Even given Switzerland’s neutrality and hospitality, it 
was amazing how much effort the Lausanne preparatory 
committee was able to put in during the fourth year of the 
war. The city administration hosted the anniversary with 
a programme lasting two and a half weeks. This ran from 
17th June to 3rd July 1944. Together with the Association of 
Hoteliers it published a Golden Book of Olympism.

The Swiss postal administration did its part. It 
approved three commemorative stamps depicting the 
Apollo from the western pediment of the Temple of Zeus 
in Ancient Olympia. This was an image also used on the 
cover of the commemorative book. In addition to the 
postage stamps, three postcards were offered, each in a 
limited edition of 1,000. Two of them were designed by 
artists who had previously won medals in the Olympic 
Art competitions: 1928 silver medallist Carl Moos and 1936 
gold winner Alex Walter Diggelmann.

The fact that the Swiss would largely stick together 
at this anniversary celebration was foreseeable in the 

face of the catastrophe that had befallen humanity. The 
situation had even intensified in recent days, after allied 
troops had landed in Normandy on 6th June 1944 with 
6,000 ships and 150,000 soldiers. On 22nd June, the Red 
Army began its summer offensive, advancing more than 
300 kilometres westward within a few days. On the other 
hand, there were rumours of “miracle weapons” with 
which the Germans would soon lay waste to London, 
as Diem would have it. In his diary, he noted: “v. Halt 
reports interestingly of three instructions.”23 However he 
remained silent as to what those were.

The Germans sent half a dozen guests, the largest 
group. However, the Swiss reserved the right to let who 
they wanted into the country. Until the early 1940s, 
Werner Klingeberg, had been considered the designated 
successor to the late IOC Secretary Albert Berdez. Yet he 
made it no further than the border near Basel, where 
Klingeberg was denied a visa.  Diem described this as 
the “doing of Edström at a distance,” because he had 
expressly rejected an invitation from Klingeberg.24

Edström himself refused to participate. The official 
reason was “ill-health”.25 He did however send a 
speech, which was read out by Albert Mayer at the 
official ceremony on the afternoon of 17th June 1944 at the 
University of Lausanne. The reigning IOC President had 
appointed him chargé d’affaires in Lausanne until the 
end of the war.26 However, the Swiss Army Major served 
full-time as an aide-de-camp of General Guisan,27 who 
did not leave the side of Coubertin’s widow at the event, 
which was to be seen as a clear snub to Karl Ritter von 
Halt.

As Guisan had resigned from the IOC in 1939, Halt and 
the Bulgarian Stephan Tchaprachikov were the only IOC 
Members among those present, and the organisers had 
good reasons not to offer them a platform. Halt was a 
Brigadeführer in the SA, a paramilitary organisation 
of the Nazi Party. It may also have leaked out that, as 
director of Deutsche Bank, he was amongst the “circle 
of friends” of Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler.28 
Tchaprachikov, in turn, was Bulgaria’s ambassador to 
Berlin. It was no secret that he had made an open pact 
with the Nazi regime.

Commemorative stamps for the 1944 IOC anniversary. The stamps featured an image of Apollo 
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Apart from these people, international sport had only 
a few representatives. These were either Swiss or lived 
in the Confederation, such as the first Secretary General 
of the International Amateur Basketball Association, 
the British official R. William Jones, or the German Dr. 
Ivo Schricker, who had been General Secretary of the 
International Football Association (FIFA) since 1932.

From Germany came two presidents of International 
Federations. They were Georg Evers (field hockey) and 
Dr. Max W. Eckert (canoeing). Hungary was the only NOC 
represented. It sent the well-known athletics coach 
Dr. Ottó Misángyi and NOC Secretary Dr. Emil Ferenczy. 
Lacking visas and foreign currency, both reached 
Lausanne only after the official ceremony.29

Small Olympiad of Escaped Prisoners of War

As more and more peoples in Europe celebrated their 
liberation from fascism, an apocalyptic mood of final 
days spread among the Germans and their allies. Despite 
this, Diem painted a strained picture of sporting idyll in 
the Olympische Rundschau, which was being published 
for the final time.30 The actual state of his mood can be 
gleaned from his diary. Here, he thinks of his family, 
and notes with relief that they are “now far away from 
endangered Berlin.”31

In his records, Diem described Lausanne as a 
“paradise” whose advantages he enjoyed to the fullest. 
His welcome was only conditional, even from the 
82-year-old Baroness de Coubertin, who greeted him 
merely with “Bonjour Monsieur” , as brief as it was cool, 
at the wreath-laying at her husband’s grave (quote: “Old 
Coubertin conducted the whole thing”). In response 
to which, Diem limited his conversation to “Madame”. 
When the pair came into contact again at a Swiss NOC 
lunch the following day, Diem wrote: “Mrs. Coubertin was 
silent once more, and I no less so.”  

In his report, Diem mentions “sportsmen from all 
over the world” who insisted on “bearing witness to 

their allegiance to the Olympic idea.”32 In speaking of 
33 nations, he was factually correct, but he omitted the 
fact that most of the participants were interned soldiers, 
including many wounded who had fled from the 
henchmen of Hitler and Mussolini.

One of them was 24-year-old Croatian student Artur 
Takac, who had fought in the Yugoslav army against the 
Germans and Italians. With the help of forged papers, 
Takac had succeeded in battling his way through to Italy 
in 1942, where he got to know the local athletics elite 
after a short internment in Milan. When Mussolini was 
deposed by his own people after the Allied landing in 
Sicily, he established the Republic of Salò in northern 
Italy with German support and Takac fled across the 
Swiss border near Lake Lugano. He was arrested but not 
sent back. Instead, he and other Yugoslavs went to a 
camp near Yverdon.

It was good fortune for him because Yverdon was 
only 30 kilometres north of the epicentre of the Olympic 
Movement. Takac was among the more than 200 
candidates selected by ICRC representatives for courses 
to train sports instructors. The figure later rose to 400. 
The courses were held from June to August 1944 in 
Lausanne’s Stade de Vidy, on the shores of Lake Geneva, 
opposite the Château de Vidy. In his autobiography, 
Takac describes the friendly atmosphere in which these 
courses were held and how internees from France, 
Great Britain, Greece, Poland, the USA and Yugoslavia, 
as well as refugees from Belgium and the Netherlands, 
came together.33 Every day began with the raising of the 
Olympic flag. Representatives of each nation took turns 
to do this and each also sang their national anthem. 
Then it was time for training in athletics, swimming or 
games. The afternoons were reserved for theory.

The man behind these activities was Dr. Messerli, 
who had founded the Swiss NOC in 1912 with Godefroy 
de Blonay. In 1928 together with Coubertin, he set 
up the International Bureau of Sporting Pedagogy 
and the Olympic Institute of Lausanne. This was an 
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establishment which Diem hoped to eclipse with the 
International Olympic Institute, founded in Berlin in 
1938.34

Messerli’s closest associate was Dr. Paul Martin, who 
had become a Swiss sporting legend. As a 19-year-old 
Lausanne medical student, he took part in the 1920 
Olympics, and he was only narrowly defeated by the 
Briton Douglas Lowe in the 800 m final at the 1924 Games 
in Paris. At the 1928 Olympics, he finished sixth in both 
the 800 m and 1500 m. He earned his doctorate and at 
the age of almost 35, he participated for the last time at 
the 1936 Games.

Messerli and Martin organised two congresses in 
connection with the Olympic anniversary. On 16th June, 
a sports psychology conference took place the day before 
the official opening of the events. After the festivities, on 
19th June, the theme was sports education.

In all there were 40 speakers. Among them was the 
Yugoslavian javelin record holder Jelica Stanojević, on 
women’s sports.35 After the Olympics of 1936, where the 
Serb had come in twelfth, she was stricken by polio. 
Although confined to a wheelchair, she managed to 
escape to Switzerland, where she was interned.

So, despite the long shadow cast by the war, it was 
not a quiet 50th anniversary celebration, thanks to 
the organisers, who had thought of everything. They 
included culture, Olympic rituals (including torchbearers) 
and practical sport. Internees from six countries were 
also involved and competed in six sports in a “Small 
Olympiad of Escaped Prisoners of War.”36 Takac won 
the 400 m and 1500 m, but there were neither medals 
nor ringing fanfares for him. A sincere handshake from 
Messerli and his comrades-in-arms sufficed.

The third jubilee was celebrated 
with great modesty

In 1944, no-one would have predicted that by the time of 
the 75th anniversary, Takac would have become Technical 
Director of the IOC.37 And nobody was yet thinking about 
relocating the IOC headquarters from the Villa Mon Repos 
to the Château de Vidy.

The problems that lay in store for what was then a 
still modest IOC administration after the Olympic Games 
of 1968, ultimately precipitated the resignation of 
Secretary-General Johan Westerhoff.38  For this reason, 
it was clear that IOC President Avery Brundage was visibly 
grateful to Poland’s Włodzimierz Reczek. During the 1968 
session in Mexico, Reczek proposed combining the next 
meeting in Warsaw in 1969 with the 50th anniversary of 
the founding of its NOC and the IOC jubilee celebrations.

Everyone was in agreement. The only thing rejected 
was the striking of a commemorative medal. This was 
done for economic reasons. The IOC’s financial position 
was bad, meaning the running costs could scarcely be 
paid. The IOC was even forced to increase the annual 
contribution of its members from 150 to 300 Swiss francs 
from 1969 onwards.39

In the end, a medal was created after all. The Polish 
NOC had it minted at its own expense. The obverse 
depicted the Mermaid of Warsaw (Syrenka) with sword, 
shield and fishtail, with IOC symbols on the reverse.40

A third IOC jubilee was also celebrated in Lausanne 
although this was somewhat delayed, on 4th and 5th July 
1969. As tradition demanded, a wreath was laid down 
on Coubertin’s grave. Afterwards, Monique Berlioux 
received 60 guests in the new headquarters. Once 
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again only two IOC Members were present. These were 
the French Vice-President Count de Beaumont and the 
newly elected Swiss member Raymond Gafner.

The idea of glittering festivals celebrating IOC 
anniversaries and commemorative years remains 
legendary. Fortunately, the tragedies that Coubertin had 
spoken of were also kept within limits. �
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Most of the official Olympic films between 1948 and 1960 
were serious sports documentaries that tried to present 
as many sports and events as possible. The 1960 Rome 
film was the first to combine decent coverage of the 
athletes with artistic excellence. Some of the films, most 
notably the one about the 1948 St. Moritz Games and one 
of the two 1956 Melbourne films, descend into silliness. 
Both of them were directed by French filmmakers. There 
are also numerous painfully clueless examples of cultural 
insensitivities and sexual stereotyping. 

Thank you again to Jean-Louis Strangis of the IOC’s 
multimedia department for the screengrabs from the 
films.

1948 – St. Moritz

After the horrors of World War II, the Olympic Movement 
reemerged after a 12-year break, and St. Moritz stepped 
up to host the Winter Games again. Towards the end 
of the official film of these Games, Fight Without Hate, 
the narrator, “Gaston,” referring to the athletes, says, 
“Someday they may appear naïve and old-fashioned.” 

Decades later, this description more accurately applies to 
the film’s narrative itself.

After a five-minute history of the Olympics, we are 
shown athletes training for various sports. The narrator 
tells us, “Only men. A little patience. The women are 
resting, doing themselves up, getting ready to present 
themselves before you.” During the Parade of Nations, 
Gaston’s wife interrupts to comment on how sexy the 
American men look. Gaston admonishes her by saying 
that we don’t judge sportsmen by their sexual appeal. 
But later, during the women’s figure skating, Gaston 
asks, “Can a judge focus on skates without ogling ankles 
and thighs.” His wife reminds him (in terms appropriate 
to 1948) that sexism works both ways. 

The theme of the film is that the return of the Olympics 
represents “combat without hatred”. We are reminded 
that just a few years earlier, nations represented in 
St.Moritz were fighting against each other, and that now 
they are competing in harmony, not as enemies. This is 
true, but left unsaid is that the IOC banned Germany and 
Japan from taking part in either the Winter or Summer 
Games of 1948.

Olympic Films 1948-1960: Serious Event 
Coverage with Touches of Sexism and Racism
Part 2

By David Wallechinsky  
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As for the competitions themselves, we see a variety 
of events, and are even shown some of the technical 
preparations, such as waxing of skis, equipment checks 
before the bobsleigh events and laying out of the 
skeleton course. During the skeleton competition, we 
are treated to a close-up of “56-year-old Coats of Great 
Britain.” Actually, that would be Jimmy Coats, who was 
53 years old. Despite his age, Coats took seventh place 
out of 15 competitors.

For some strange reason, of the three ice hockey 
matches that are shown, two are of the United States 
losing by one goal each. The US team was ultimately 
disqualified because of a dispute between the US 
Olympic Committee and the International Hockey 
Federation after two American teams showed up in 
St. Moritz. The narrator comments that “Ice hockey is not 
a sport for ladies.” One factual error: the narrator tells 
us that the Italian team gave up 140 goals in their eight 
matches. Actually, they gave up 156.

Although it was being included in the Olympic 
programme for the first time, the men’s downhill is 
described as the highlight of the Games. We are shown 
numerous spills, including those of an unnamed 
Norwegian and an unnamed Italian who get up and 
continue the course anyway. Henri Oreiller of France, 
who won by four seconds, is described as attacking the 
course with an attitude of “the hospital or victory.”

Figure skaters earn extra coverage, in particular 
Barbara Ann Scott of Canada, who won the women’s 
event, and the men’s victor, Dick Button, who is 
described as “devilishly dynamic … and very American.” 
There is also a long sequence, staged for the cameras, 
of various figure skaters, even augmented with special 
effects.

1948 – London

The official film of the 1948 Summer Games, titled The 
Glory of Sport, was released just 18 days after the Closing 
Ceremony of the London Olympics. It was filmed in 
technicolor. The first 38 minutes are devoted to a brief 
history of the ancient Olympics (including the false story 
of the existence of an Olympic truce) and the St. Moritz 
Winter Games. This version is more straightforward than 
the Swiss one (see above) and more of the rules are 
explained. But, despite being in colour, it does seem a 
bit flat without “Gaston” and his wife.

The next 54 minutes cover the Opening Ceremony 
and athletics. Although there is emphasis on the 
British athletes, it is mild, and other nations are well-
represented. Coverage of all other sports is reduced to 
just 30 minutes. This is followed by riveting coverage of 
the marathon and then the Closing Ceremony.

At the Opening Ceremony, the athletes break rank 
to get a close look at the entry of the Olympic Flame. 
Echoing a bit of the mood the 1948 Winter film, the 
narrator describes the American women as “a pretty 
bunch of cover girls.”

In bright colours and start-to-finish coverage, we see 
Fanny Blankers-Koen win all four of her gold medals. 
Also Barney Ewell leaping with joy because he thinks 
he won the 100 metres, when, in fact, fellow American 
Harrison Dillard edged him in a photo finish. We are 
treated to several sequences of trainers and teammates 
rushing to embrace compatriots as soon as they cross the 
finish line in first place, most notably Belgian Gaston 
Reiff upsetting Emil Zátopek in the 5,000 metres.

The only non-athletics sports included in the film 
are sailing, rowing, equestrian, cycling, swimming and 
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diving. When “Ran” Laurie and John Wilson win the 
coxless pairs, the flag raising appears to only include 
the British flag and not those of the silver and bronze 
medal winners. Both Sammy Lee and Vicki Draves are 
shown winning gold medals in diving. In fact, they both 
swept both the platform and springboard events, and 
they were the first Asian-American Olympic champions. 
The first victory by Draves, who was Filipino-American, 
preceded that of Lee, who was Korean-American, by two 
days.

Extended coverage of the cycling road race includes an 
unusual incident in which two unnamed cyclists crash 
into each other, fall and begin yelling at each other. Just 
when it looks like they may come to blows, race officials 
arrive in their enormous Rolls-Royces and separate 
them.

The final event shown is the marathon. We follow 
the progress of the race and then the dramatic finish in 
which Belgian Étienne Gailly, barely able to keep from 
fainting, is passed in the stadium by Delfo Cabrera of 
Argentina and Tom Richards of Great Britain. About to 
slow to a walk, he is urged on by a track official, holds 
on for third place and is then carried away on a stretcher.

At the Closing Ceremony, this message is placed on the 
scoreboard: “The spirit of the Olympic Games which has 
tarried here a while, sets forth once more. May it prosper 
throughout the world safe in the keeping of all those 
who have felt its noble impulse in this great festival 
of sport.”  This may seem overblown to some, but it is 
worth keeping in mind that the London Olympics were 
held only three years after a war that left an estimated 70 
million people dead.

1952 – Oslo

Back to black and white, the 1952 Winter Olympics 
film, The VI Olympic Winter Games, Oslo 1952, is as 
straightforward as can be. It covers all the sports and, 
even though it emphasizes Norwegian athletes, it gives 
fair coverage to those from other nations. 

Beginning with an explanation of the importance and 
origins of skiing and skating in Norway, the introduction 
takes barely six minutes. The Torch Relay begins not in 
Olympia, but at the home of Sondre Norheim, a pioneer 
of modern competitive skiing and Norway’s first national 
ski champion (in 1868). The cauldron in the stadium is 
lit by Eigil Nansen, grandson of 1922 Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Fridtjof Nansen. 

The remainder of the film covers the competitions 
themselves. Slow-motion sequences are generally 
reserved to demonstrate the techniques of the gold 
medal winners. In journalistic fashion, many of the 
events discuss the favorites and the progress of races. 
There is extended coverage of events of greatest interest 
to Norwegians, such as the Nordic combined and various 

cross-country races, with many shots (as in previous 
Winter Olympics films) of skiers struggling uphill.

Here and there, there are some commentaries of 
interest. While we watch Annemarie Buchner race to the 
bronze medal in the giant slalom, we are told that she is 
the first German athlete to compete in Norway since the 
end of World War II. 

During coverage of the ice hockey tournament, 
each match of which was sold out, the narrator speaks 
disapprovingly of the violent play of the Americans, 
noting that such displays are fortunately rare in 
European hockey. Later, when Canada plays the United 
States, he points out that the two sides are used to 
“brutal” tactics.

There is a light interlude filmed at the Athletes Village 
for Alpine skiers in which Spanish skiers put on a show 
inspired by bullfighting and three white skiers from New 
Zealand present their version of the Maori haka dance. 

The first cross-country skiing race for women is won 
by Lydia Wideman of Finland. French figure skater 
Alain Giletti, who was only 12 years old, is given special 
coverage, as is another figure skater, bronze medal 
winner Jacqueline du Bief, who is described as “French 
from her head to her skates.”

But the athlete who is given the most coverage, for 
good reason, is Norway’s Hjalmar Andersen, who won 
three gold medals in speed skating in three days. We even 
follow him as he visits the Norwegian Ski Museum.

Oslo 1952: Hjalmar Andersen from Norway, winner of three speed 

 skating gold medals.
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The film concludes with the event that Norwegians 
 consider the most important: the ski jump at Holmenkol-
len, which, by 1952, had already been hosting compe-
titions for 60 years. The Olympic event was attended by 
140,000 spectators, who were given satisfaction when 
the gold and silver medals were won by two Norwegians, 
Arnfinn Bergmann and Torbjørn Falkanger.

1952 – Helsinki

The official film of the Helsinki Olympics was released 
in two parts, aimed at the Finnish audience. Part One, 
Where the World Meets, covers the Opening Ceremony 
and athletics. Coverage of the Parade of Nations includes 
some examples of cultural insensitivity. As the Japanese 
team marches in, we are shown cheering fans … from 
Korea, which had been occupied by Japanese forces. 
When the athletes from Pakistan arrive, we are told that 
they come from the land of “One Thousand and One 
Nights” even though Pakistan has no connection with 
this collection of folk tales. And, in a wince-making 
moment, when the German team marches, we are 
reminded that they were banned from the last Olympics, 
but now they have a new flag, although they have the 
same “military discipline.” This is not the best choice 
of words considering it was Germany’s military actions 
that caused them to be uninvited to the 1948 Games. 
There are actually two Olympic cauldrons set alight. The 
first, on the track, is lit by Paavo Nurmi, and another by 
Hannes Kolehmainen, who lights a cauldron on top of a 
tower, although this is not shown.

The Finnish love of athletics is obvious in the coverage of 
events on both the track and on the field. Considering that 
Finland was shut out of the gold medals, the competitions 
are graciously described and are accompanied by 
commentary that refers to the history of some of the 
athletes and their pre-Olympics accomplishments. The 
first event shown is the 10,000 metres, the first of Emil 
Zátopek’s unprecedented triple gold long-distance 
sweep. 

During the coverage of the men’s shot put and discus, 
we are reminded that Roland Nilsson of Sweden studied 
in the United States [at the University of Michigan], 
an early example of foreign athletes benefiting from 
training in the United States. 

The men’s long jump is referred to as “a black contest.” 
When Adhemar da Silva of Brazil wins the triple jump 
with a world record, he is asked to take a lap of honour, 
which the film claims makes him the first field athlete in 
Olympic history to do so.

The coverage of the 5,000 metres, won by Zátopek, and 
the 1,500 metres, won by Josy Barthel of Luxembourg, 
is engrossing, as are the 12 minutes devoted to the 
marathon. 

We are told that the marathon is the “most glorious” of 
events and the winner “the greatest hero.” That winner, 
Zátopek again, smiles at the camera while running early 
in the race, before reverting to his famous grimace as the 
race continues.

There are several mentions of this or that female 
athlete being attractive, but some of the male athletes 
get the same admiring treatment.

Helsinki 1952: The 

three medallists 

in men’s 1500 m 

freestyle were of 

 Japanese origin 

but all represented 

 different countries.



22

There are also occasional mentions of an athlete or 
a nation earning a “point,” as sixth place, from the 
Finnish point of view, was worth one point and fifth 
place two.

Part Two, Gold and Glory, covers seventeen other 
sports. Only fencing, shooting and water polo are 
missing. We are shown tourists arriving and staying 
in campgrounds. We are told that autograph seekers 
among the local citizens had a field day with athletes 
from so many nations, and that dark-skinned athletes 
were particularly popular. Female athletes were housed 
at a nursing school.

Sports coverage begins with six different boxing finals. 
African-Americans win half of the divisions. When 
17-year-old middleweight Floyd Patterson knocks out 
Vasile Tita¸˘ of Romania in the first round, we don’t see 
the punch, but we certainly see the effect. Norvel Lee, 
winner of the light-heavyweight division, is praised as 
stylish and “gentlemanly.” In general, the combatants 
are portrayed as friendly adversaries rather than as 
enemies. Sweden’s Ingemar Johansson is heavily 
criticised after being disqualified for passivity in the 
final, and we are shown the empty silver medal platform 
during the medal ceremony. Little could one have 
known that, seven years later, Johansson would become 
a national hero when he knocked out Floyd Patterson to 
become the professional world champion.

For the first time in an Olympic film, we see coverage 
of wrestling matches and basketball. Without going 
into details, the narrator notes that in the basketball 
final between the United States and the Soviet Union, 
trouble developed, and police and security forces had to 
“intervene.” These were the first Games in which Soviet 
athletes took part. Despite the basketball incident, the 
film emphasises that, despite the Cold War, athletes from 
the East and West got along well.

Footage of the women’s team portable apparatus 
gymnastics event, which was officially part of the 1952 and 
1956 Olympics, demonstrates that it was a clear precursor 
to team rhythmic gymnastics, which was not added to the 
Olympic programme until 1996.

The football final shows a goal made by Hungary’s 
Ferenc Puskás, who the narrator tells us is already a 
standout player. He was 26 years old at the time. In 
2009, FIFA inaugurated the Puskás Award for the “most 
beautiful” goal of the year. At the medal ceremony, 
the olive branches are presented by Finland’s 17-year-
old Armi Kuusela, who, just a month earlier, had been 
crowned the winner of the first Miss Universe contest.

Coverage of the 50-kilometre walk is highlighted by 
Giuseppe Dordoni of Italy combing his hair as he walks, 
before entering the stadium as the winner.

As the 1,500-metre swimming event proceeds, the 
narrator notes that all three medallists are Japanese, 
although they compete for different countries: gold 
to Ford Konno of the United States, silver to Shiro 
Hashizume of Japan and bronze to Tetsuo Okamoto of 
Brazil. The narrator also points out that although Konno 
competed for the US, he was really from Hawaii (which 
did not become part of the United States until seven 
years later). Of course, Hawaiians had been competing as 
Americans since the days of Duke Kahanamoku in 1912.

This being a Finnish film, there is extensive coverage 
of the kayaking events, of which four of the five were 
won by athletes from Finland. Sylvi Saimo, winner of 
the only women’s event, is honoured as the first female 
Olympic champion from Finland. It would be another 44 
years before another Finnish woman earned an Olympic 
gold medal in any sport.

In 1954, another film, 50 minutes long, was released: 
Memories of the Olympic Summer of 1952. This one is in 
colour. But it also contains something not included in 
the original three-hour version: hindsight. Finland 
expected more tourists and was overprepared. The 
organisers even provided “new mattress covers” for the 
newly-built Olympic Village. Many hotel rooms went 
unfilled and ticket sales to foreigners were fewer than 
expected. The film takes an upbeat interpretation of this 
disappointment by pointing out that at least more seats 
were available for Finns.

The other disappointment was the Finnish failure 
in athletics. One gathers between the lines of the 
commentary that this was considered a national 
scandal. In 1936, Finland gained ten medals in athletics. 
The number dropped to three in 1948 and just one 
bronze in their home stadium in 1952.

Mention is made of the Soviet Union setting up its 
own athletes’ village with 100 kitchen staff. However, 
there is also emphasis on the Helsinki Olympics healing 
“this broken age we live in” and countering “war and 
destructive politics.”
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1956 – Cortina d’Ampezzo

Despite its unfortunate title, White Vertigo, the film 
of the 1956 Winter Olympics contains some beautiful 
footage, beginning with ten minutes of “sad” late 
autumn turning into invigorating white winter. Humble 
villagers are shown collecting firewood and preparing 
for the cold – a far cry from the posh scenes in the resort 
of Cortina as it hosts the Winter Games.

Director Giorgio Ferroni, who would go on to make 
such films as Bondage Gladiator Sexy, Secret Agent Super 
Dragon and Gunman Sent by God, uses a technique in 
which he juxtaposes two events to demonstrate the 
diversity of winter sports, such as women’s downhill 
and four-man bobsleigh or women’s slalom with 
10,000-metre speed skating, bouncing back and forth 
between musical themes for each. In the case of his 
cutting between 500-metre speed skating and figure 
skating, he demonstrates that there is an artistic beauty 
to the techniques of the leading speed skaters.

We are reminded that the athletes are normal young 
men and women who relax and read and flirt and, in the 
case of women, knit and emerge from the “chrysalises” 
of their sporting outfits to don fashionable dresses. The 
varied breakfasts consumed by the athletes from Finland, 
Japan, Russia and Canada are described. And we get to 
see actress Sophia Loren attending the women’s slalom. 
As for coverage of the competitions themselves, all sports 
are shown, with extended segments on the 50-kilometre 
cross-country race and the cross-country relay, as well as 
Austria’s Toni Sailer, who swept the three Alpine skiing 
events. After a montage of skiers in the men’s downhill 
falling in the Romerlo meadow section of the course, 
Sailer’s technique to save himself from losing control is 
shown with a freeze frame of his splayed skis and then 
his recovery.

Emphasis in the ice hockey section is on violent play. The 
match between the Soviet Union and the United States is 
described as “dramatic and polemic.” The Soviet team, 
competing in the Winter Olympics for the first time, wins 
the tournament. The film incorrectly states that Canada 
had won the last five Olympic championships. Great 
Britain won in 1936, albeit with a squad composed of 
Canadians.

There are artistic montages of unnamed figure skaters 
and, to conclude the film, ski jumpers.

1956  – Stockholm

Because of restrictive Australian quarantine laws, the IOC 
gave permission to hold the 1956 equestrian events in 
Sweden five months before the Melbourne Olympics. The 
Horse in the Forefront  is a tidy 16-minute short that covers 
the horseback torch relay from Malmö to the Olympic 
Stadium in Stockholm, where, as the narrator points out, 
for the only time in Olympic history, the cauldron is lit by 
a rider on horseback. Attention is given to the presence of 
the royal families of Great Britain and Sweden. The three 
equestrian disciplines are shown, with more time, not 
surprisingly, devoted to the three-day event, complete 
with the obligatory spills. Throughout, the competitors 
are forced to slog through rainy and muddy conditions.

1956  – Melbourne

There are two films about the Melbourne Summer Games. 
The first, an hour long, is titled Olympic Games 1956, and 
it is as straightforward and efficient as its title. 

Reference is made to ongoing wars without specifics, 
as is the fact that five nations have boycotted, although 
their names are not mentioned. Actually, seven nations 
boycotted: Egypt, Iraq and Lebanon to protest the 
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Israeli-led invasion of the Suez Canal; and Netherlands, 
Spain and Switzerland to protest the Soviet invasion of 
Hungary. China, which initially agreed to compete in the 
Melbourne Games, withdrew after Taiwan was accepted 
as an official entry. During the Parade of Nations, on the 
other hand, West Germany and East Germany march in 
together in the Summer Olympics for the first time. A 
message on the stadium scoreboard reminds spectators 
that the IOC does not recognize national rankings by 
points.

The film manages to cover dozens of events in 12 
sports in a short time by concentrating on the winners. 
Volodymyr Kuts of the USSR wins both the 10,000 
metres and the 5,000 metres. Later, Kuts would suffer 
a rapid decline of health, turn alcoholic and die of a 
combination of alcohol and phenobarbital. But in 1956 
we see him smiling happily with one of his rivals, Gordon 
Pirie of Great Britain and other westerners.

Other than the sprints, there is only one final that is 
shown in its entirety: the 1,500 metres. The coverage is 
captivating. The field is packed with famous runners, 
including local favorite John Landy, the second man to 
break the four-minute mile. But the narrator makes sure 
that, throughout the race, we keep an eye on the man in 
green, Ireland’s Ron Delany. As the twelve runners enter 
the final lap, barely eight metres separates the leader 
from the man in last place. Gunnar Nielsen of Denmark 
signals Delany to pass him on the inside, and Delany 
launches a long sprint that gains him an unexpected 
gold medal. Landy, who placed third, sees Delany 
collapsed on the track with his head on his hands and 
rushes over to make sure he is alright. But Delany isn’t ill; 
he’s praying.

Despite the rapid-fire coverage, the film does slow 
down enough to show workers at the running deer 

shooting event shoving running deer targets down a 
ramp and then brushing over the bullet holes with their 
hands to clean the targets for the next shooters.

After Mexican Joaquin Capílla, competing in his third 
Olympics, wins his first gold medal, his brother Alberto 
jumps into the pool to embrace him … just as French 
swimmer Jean Boiteux’s father did when his son won 
the 400-metre freestyle in 1952.

Water polo is given one sentence stating that the 
championship was won by Hungary. There is no film 
footage and no mention made of the bloody match 
between the Hungarians and the players from the Soviet 
Union, which led to police being called in to prevent an 
anti-Soviet riot.

The Closing Ceremony emphasises the “forward march 
of youth with common ideals” and concludes with 
a moving rendition of “Waltzing Matilda” with lyrics 
altered to express peace, harmony and the Australian 
desire that athletes and visitors return some day: “Will 
ye no’ come back again?”

An end graphic with a map of Australia and one of 
Italy, host of the next Olympics, states “Not The End.”

The second Melbourne film, The Melbourne Rendez-
Vous, is directed by French filmmaker René Lucot. It is 
more cinematic, but from the point-of-view of Olympic 
coverage, it leaves a lot to be desired. During a silly 
introduction about Melbourne, which he compares to 
the French city of Tours, the narrator says that because 
of the Olympics, “Mediterranean fever has seized these 
Anglo-Saxon people.”  

The film also engages in a lot of “soft” sexism and 
racism. Although Lucot does comment that US shot 
put champion Parry O’Brien is less attractive than 
his teammate, Ken Bantum, he saves most of his 
appearance judgments for women. He even gives us a 
montage of female athletes disrobing on the infield 
before competing. An American male athlete is seen 
flirting with an Italian female athlete. The American is 
identified as hurdler Glenn Davis; the Italian woman is 
unnamed.

Non-white athletes are treated like members of an 
exotic species. Lucot cuts in several sequences about 
the small team from Liberia, but always showing them 
lolling about and relaxing, never competing. The 
narrator posits that the Liberians can always lie about 
their Olympic feats when they return home. At another 
point, two “Singaporean” women are shown taking in 
the sights of Melbourne. Actually, they are black and 
obviously not from Singapore.  

Lucot also uses a painfully silly technique of cutting to 
spectators and telling us what they are thinking when, 
in fact, he has clearly made it up. US sprinting champion 
Bobby Joe Morrow is shown smiling. Then we see Jesse 
Owens in the stands smiling and we are told that they 
are smiling at each other.
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There are nice montage sequences of javelin techniques 
and pole vault techniques. The only sport other than 
athletics that gets significant coverage is rowing because 
Lucot seems fascinated by the fact that there are swans 
in Lake Wendouree, where the events are held.

The film concludes with extended coverage of the 
marathon, and it is here that Lucot’s cinematic style 
shines. There is little commentary. Instead there is an 
excellent jazz score, as the film zeroes in on eventual 
winner Alain Mimoun of France.

Speaking of Alain Mimoun, the French also produced 
a charming 22-minute black and white documentary 
to celebrate his victory. The short intersperses footage 
from the 1956 marathon with recreations from 
Mimoun’s life, starting with his childhood in Algeria 
and his involvement in the Battle of Monte Cassino in 
January 1944. He was injured in the leg by shrapnel, but 
recovered the use of his leg, to say the least. In some 
scenes, Mimoun plays himself, including the emotional 
moment the day before the marathon when he learns by 
telegram that his wife has given birth to their first child, 
a daughter. Not mentioned in the film is that in the two 
previous Olympics, Mimoun had earned three silver 
medals, each of them behind Emil Zátopek. 

1960 – Squaw Valley

One would think with the power of Hollywood, that the 
United States would have produced Olympic films in 
1932, when the Winter Games were held in Lake Placid 
and the Summer Games in Los Angeles. But they didn’t. 
This oversight was repeated in 1960, even though the 
chairman of the Pageantry Committee in charge of the 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies was none other than 
Walt Disney. So, the official film of the Squaw Valley 

Olympics, People, Hopes, Medals, is in German and was 
directed by an Austrian, sports journalist Heribert Meisel. 
An English-language version was released with the title 
Flame in the Snow.

These were the first Olympics to include biathlon 
competitions and the first in which women competed 
in speed skating. But we don’t see any of these events. 
The overwhelming emphasis is on Alpine skiing and 
figure skating. The six Alpine events are covered in 
detail, with descriptions of the courses, sidebars 
about ski waxing, close-ups of the winners and other 
favourites and montage sequences of crashes in the 
women’s downhill and the men’s slalom. Considering 
that many of the skiers compete without helmets, this 
is a bit disturbing.

The film includes the gold-medal performances in 
each of the three figure skating disciples. In a nice touch, 
coverage of the pairs event focuses on the mothers of the 
skaters as they watch from the stands.
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Coverage of cross-country skiing is limited to the 
50-kilometre race, which is unfortunate because the 
most dramatic event was the 4x10-kilometre relay, the 
only race in which competitors raced against each other 
rather than against the clock. Edging ahead in the final 
strides, Finland’s 35-year-old Veikko Hakulinen crosses 
the finish line one metre ahead of Håkon Brusveen of 
Norway.

The Nordic combined event merits more than the usual 
coverage because it was won unexpectedly by a German, 
Georg Thoma, breaking a streak of seven victories by 
Scandinavians going back to the beginning of the Winter 
Olympics.

We are also shown the tense, come-from-behind 
victory of the US ice hockey team over the team from the 
Soviet Union. Not shown in the film is that the Americans 
still had to win their final match against Finland the 
following morning, which they did by again coming from 
behind.

This being a German film, we are treated to some 
amusing national stereotypes. Americans are described 
as “stubborn” but with “boundless enthusiasm,” as 
the US organisers overcome the challenges of a heavy 
snowstorm before the Opening Ceremony. We are also 
told that when it comes to fashion, “Taste is a matter of 
opinion, especially in America.”

During coverage of the Parade of Nations, we are told, 
bizarrely, that “Swedes like lemons.”

The Games are opened by Vice-President (and future 
president) Richard Nixon. This being California, we see 
Hollywood celebrities Janet Leigh, Tony Curtis, Jayne 
Mansfield and Bing Crosby. 

Although it is not included in the IOC/Criterion set, 
there is another film, 24 minutes long, about the Squaw 
Valley Olympics, produced by the United States Forest 

Service. Winter Olympics on the Tahoe National Forest 
is narrated by Lowell Thomas. The first half deals with 
preparation of the sites, including avalanche control, 
while the second half gives an overview of the various 
sports. If it seems odd that the US government would 
produce a film about the Olympics, it is worth noting that 
facilities at Squaw Valley were so limited that the federal 
government stepped in and provided 25% of the funding 
for the Games, $20 million, the equivalent of more than 
$170 million in 2019.

1960 – Rome

The Grand Olympiad, directed by Romolo Marcellini, was 
the first Olympic film to be nominated for an Academy 
Award. There was only one other nominee in the Best 
Documentary Feature category, the winner, The Sky Above 
and the Mud Below. The Grand Olympiad is definitely a 
cut above previous official Olympic films. It was produced 
during a golden period for Italian cinema. The following 
year, another Italian film, Divorce, Italian Style, earned a 
screenwriting award at the Academy Awards. 

The Grand Olympiad is beautifully presented with 
superb cinematography that juxtaposes panoramic 
shots with unposed close ups taken with telephoto 
lenses. There is even decent coverage of the sporting 
events themselves. The film does engage in occasional 
silliness. There are too many shots documenting the 
suffering of heavyweight weightlifter Eduardo Adriana 
of the Netherlands Antilles who, by the way, reappeared 
in the Olympics twelve years later – in a rifle shooting 
event. The field hockey final between Pakistan and India 
is compared to a scene from Rudyard Kipling.

The men’s 100 metres is presented from the point- of-
view of the eventual gold medal winner, Armin Hary of 
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Germany. But we are forced to endure numerous fictional 
examples of what Hary is supposed to be thinking. 

The women’s 100 metres and 200 metres are also 
shown from the point-of-view of the winner, Wilma 
Rudolph of the United States. However, the filmmakers 
limit themselves to giving her personal background and 
letting the camera reveal her strength and grace, which, 
for the Italians, earned her the nickname of “The Black 
Pearl.”

We are informed throughout of the professions of 
various athletes, a reminder, when viewed in a different 
era, that in 1960 athletes in most sports still had to make 
a living somehow. Decathlon winner Rafer Johnson of 
the United States is referred to as a “philosopher.”

Because it is an Italian film, there is extra coverage 
of sports in which Italian athletes did well, such as 
cycling and boxing. Italian boxers won medals in 
seven of the ten divisions, including three gold. Of 
heavyweight champion Francesco De Piccoli we are 
told that “he is afraid only of his mom.” No mention 
is made of the American boxer who would go on to 
the greatest fame, 18-year-old light heavyweight 
champion Cassius Clay, who would later change his 
name to Muhammad Ali.

Although the football final is not included, the semi-
final between Italy and Yugoslavia is. The match ended 
in a draw and, according to the rules of the time, it was 
decided by a drawing of lots, which, alas, went the way 
of Yugoslavia.

The Olympic highlight for Italy is saved for late in the 
film. Livio Berruti’s victory in the 200 metres is called 
“the most precious” of Italy’s thirteen gold medals.

Although we are shown some ugly falls in the 
equestrian three-day event, the fact that two of the 
horses died is not included.

There are some charming moments. After winning the 
400 metres, Otis Davis appears shocked (and thrilled) 
by his success, which is not surprising considering that 
he had taken up competitive running only two years 
earlier and had placed only third at the US Olympic Trials. 
Representing Romania, Iolanda Balaş wins the high jump 
easily. But, just to make sure, she sweeps the runway 
herself before jumping.

As usual with Olympic films, there are captivating 
montages of gymnasts and divers. Bing Crosby appears 
again, as he did in the film of the 1960 Winter Olympics, 
which were held several thousand miles away.

In the men’s 4x100-metre relay, the US team crosses 
the finish line first, but is disqualified because their first 
pass was completed outside the zone. But, as the Italians 
point out, the officials were so preoccupied with studying 
the photos and evidence regarding the US case that they 
failed to notice that the team from Great Britain did the 
same thing. The film presents clear evidence that Britain’s 
second runner, David Jones, doesn’t secure the baton 
from Peter Radford until he is outside the passing zone. 
Indeed, Radford grabs his head in despair. Because of the 
officials’ error, Great Britain is not disqualified, and we 
see the British runners receiving the bronze medals that 
should have gone to the team that finished fourth – Italy.

As it often the case in Olympic films, the marathon is 
given extended coverage, this time ten minutes’ worth. 
Indeed, the 1960 marathon is one of the most famous 
events in Olympic history. Running barefoot, Abebe 
Bikila of Ethiopia became the first black African to win 
an Olympic event. The filmmakers show one runner 
collapsing across the finish line and another finishing 
long after the others. But they remind us that, “Anyone 
who completes a marathon is a winner.” �

(to be continued)  
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Just a few hundred metres away from Berlin‘s Olympic 
Stadium is the Waldfriedhof, a historic cemetery where 
many German actors, writers, poets, musicians, and 
well known athletes are buried. On Sunday, 12th May 
2019 several dozen gathered there to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the birth of Carl Schuhmann, the most 
successful participant in the first modern Olympic Games 
of 1896 held in Athens. Schuhmann won three titles in 
gymnastics and a further victory in wrestling. He also 
placed third in weightlifting. 

The modern-day ceremony had been preceded by 
brunch with his grandson. This may be said to have been 
in perfect harmony with the historical timetable, since 
church records indicate that Carl Schuhmann first saw the 
light of day at 12 noon.1 He was born in Münster, a fortified 
city in the west of Germany which had been awarded to 
Prussia after the 1814-15 Congress of Vienna. His father 
was a trumpeter for the 7th Evangelical Westphalian Field 
Artillery Regiment, a regiment under the command of 
Marie of Prussia, the sister-in-law of the future Emperor 
Wilhelm I.

In 1884, Schuhmann’s father was transferred to 
Cologne. This city had also become a part of Prussia after 
Napoleon’s defeat in 1814. It was of strategic importance 
as it was close to the border of France, the “arch enemy” 
so recently defeated. As a result, a modern ring of 
fortifications had been built far outside the gates of the 
old town in the second half of the 19th century. This urban 
expansion also benefited the development of sport in 
the city. The Mauritius, opened in 1867, it was the first 
gymnasium in Cologne. Within 10 years there were 22 
school gymnasiums in the city. 

“I had a good youth,” said Carl Schuhmann. His father 
had become a barracks inspector and the youngster 
grew up in the barracks yard. There he exercised 
with the soldiers and would fight with them for fun, 
building up his muscles. Even before 1896, Schuhmann 
was considered not only one of the Rhineland’s most 
successful gymnasts, but also one of its best wrestlers. In 
his own words,

Gymnastics makes you strong. But wrestling requires a 
system, perseverance and intense practice. At the time, 
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I slowly pressed a hundred pounds 2 in each hand and 
wrestled for two hours without interruption.3

In 1886, at the age of 17, he joined the Allgemeiner 
Turnverein, at the time the second largest sports club in 
Cologne. At this time in Germany, the term “gymnastics” 
did not just include exercises on apparatus, but the 
“totality of all useful physical exercises,” which were to be 
done primarily in the open air.4 It was all about versatility, 
including running, jumping, throwing, swimming, 
hiking, lawn games, fencing, and much more. This 
included “army gymnastics”, which Friedrich Ludwig 
Jahn, considered the “father of gymnastics”,5 promoted 
as part of a patriotic education.

The umbrella organisation was the Deutsche 
Turnerschaft (DT). This was formally established in 1868, 
but its organisational structures had been gradually 
developing from 1842 when a ban on gymnastics6 had 
been lifted. The DT was led by Dr. Ferdinand Goetz, a 
physician. Despite holding controversial “democratic” 
views in the past, after the founding of the German 
Empire in 1871 he became an ardent admirer of the Kaiser 
and Chancellor Bismarck.

When Goetz took over the presidency of the DT in 1895, 
it had already become the largest sports organisation in 
the world, with half a million adult members.7 However, 
the organisation deliberately avoided using the English 
term “sport”, which was viewed as synonymous for 
“international” and regarded as incompatible with 
gymnastics as a nationalistic enterprise.

Despite this impressive growth in membership, the 
type of exercise done day-to-day was rather modest. 
Speaking of his time in Cologne, Schuhmann said:

There was a piece of land. It was given to the 
gymnasts. If members of the Allgemeiner Turnverein 
[...] wanted to practice high jumping once a week, 
they would have to clear out the greenhouse of a 
friendly gardener, which would take about an hour. 
They would then practice the long jump and the pole 
vault for an hour and then have to put the plants and 
flowerpots back in the greenhouse.8

Schuhmann achieved his first major successes in 1889 at 
a regional gymnastics festival (Gauturnfest) in Cologne. 
He came fourth in the all-around competition, which 
was called Wetturnen (competitive gymnastics). It 
consisted of three “folk exercises” and three compulsory 
competitions on the apparatus.9 Schuhmann also won 
the wrestling.

At the VII German Gymnastics Festival, held that 
same year in Munich, however, he did not make a big 
impression. In fact he was listed as “Karl Schumann”. 
Of 517  competitors in the all-around, he placed 119th. He 
was still described as a winner and given an honourable 
 mention,10  even if his name had been misspelt.
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Success begins in Rome

After Schuhmann had completed an apprenticeship as 
a mechanic, he was hired by Wiesenthal & Company in 
Aachen. This was a telegraph construction company that 
manufactured produced Faller’s water metres.11

At the end of 1890, he was drafted into the Prussian 
army and disappeared from the sporting scene for two 
years. He served as in Strasbourg/Alsace as “Musketeer 
No. 12” in the 132nd Infantry Regiment. He was discharged 
in September 1892 as a private, his assessment noting 
that he was good at following orders.

He then moved to Berlin. At this time it was a booming 
capital with a population that had doubled from 
about 800,000 to 1.6 million in the last two decades. 
Schuhmann had always longed to live in the city, where 
his cheerful Rhineland temperament could mingle with 
the notorious Berlin attitude. 

  Since 1890, Schuhmann had been a member of 
the Berlin Turnerschaft. This had created in 1863 by 
the merger of several smaller clubs. It had 800 adult 
members.12 

These were years when gymnastics in Berlin was in 
its prime, not least thanks to the construction of the 
large municipal gymnasium at 70/71 Prinzen street. 
This had an area of 1,000 square metres.13 That sport 
became popular in Germany at that time was due above 
all to the gymnasts, who staged a great annual public 
demonstration. 

Schuhmann was soon added to the premier squad14. 
This was led by Hermann Weingaertner. He was five years 
older and came from nearby Frankfurt an der Oder.15  In 
1894, Weingaertner finished second overall in the all-
around event at the VIII German Gymnastics Festival in 
Breslau. Schuhmann, with his name still misspelt, took 
a respectable sixth place. His teammates Karl Neukirch 
and Alfred Flatow,16 with whom he would later travel to 
Athens, came in tenth and twentieth.

These four and many others were protégés of Reinhold 
Schulz, who had been one of the most popular German 
gymnasts between 1875 and 1890. He now worked as 
a volunteer coach. As yet there were no professional 
trainers.

After Breslau, Flatow was named head gymnast and, 
in early 1895, applied to participate in the 3rd Italian 
Federal Gymnastics Festival in September of that year.17 
This bold move was actually against the principles of the 
DT, but it was well received, especially as the Prussian 
government showed interest and suppo rt. As a result, 
the leadership of the DT could not help but come up with 
a grant of 750 marks, enough for a team of nine to be 
sent to Rome from Berlin.  

Their journey was worthwhile. The team placed first 
and won other special prizes for their efforts. One of the 
outstanding performers was Weingaertner, who received 
97.5 out of a possible 100 points in the all-around (gara 
individuale artistica) and was awarded the honours of 
the city of Rome. Flatow was second, just a half point 
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behind. Schuhmann finished sixth.18 In addition, he 
earned four prizes in the “special gymnastics” (gara 
speciale): in stone tossing, high jump and weightlifting. 
He also won in wrestling. 

Goetz or Coubertin: national or international?

It was two Berliners who made it possible for the 
gymnasts to take part in the Games of the First Olympiad 
a year later. One was the courageous and far-sighted 
Berlin chemist Dr. Willibald Gebhardt, the other was Fritz 
Hofmann, a merchant.

Gebhardt was a cosmopolitan who founded a 
German committee to promote participation in the 
Athens Games on 13th December 1895. This was a move 
fiercely opposed by conservative and nationalist circles, 
especially the leadership of DT.

Despite this opposition, the committee enjoyed 
the goodwill of the Kaiser, whose sister was married to 
Crown Prince Constantine of Greece.19 In an audience 
with German Chancellor Prince Chlodwig zu Hohenlohe-
Schillingsfürst, Gebhardt learnt that Wilhelm II was 
following developments with interest.20 The prince 
himself was also keen on participation, especially since 
his eldest son, Crown Prince Philipp Ernst, had assumed 
presidency of the participation committee.21   

Gebhardt’s congenial partner was Fritz Hofmann, 
who came from Köpenick, then a separate town outside 
Berlin. He was the head gymnast of the Turngemeinde in 

Berlin (TiB). He stood 175 cm tall, which meant he was not 
suited to gymnastics proper. His strength was athletics, 
especially sprinting, jumping and rope climbing.22

Hofmann was Schuhmann’s first point of contact, 
because he “knew all the gymnasts in Berlin and 
Brandenburg and – read newspapers”, he later 
explained.23 In fact, Hofmann was assembling the best 
gymnasts in the region and he knew how to get them 
excited about the Olympic adventure.

The team for Athens slowly took shape. It included 
athletes, cyclists, rowers and football players in addition 
to gymnasts.24 As it did so, the headwinds intensified. 
Starting with a rejection of the decisions of the Olympic 
Founding Congress, it evolved into a furious hatred of the 
French, directed especially against Pierre de Coubertin.

It had been reported in the Gil Blas newspaper that 
Coubertin had allegedly stated that it was “peut-être à 
dessein” (“perhaps on purpose”) that no official German 
representative had been invited to Paris in 1894.25

Coubertin immediately denied this. He sent a letter 
to the chief editor of the National-Zeitung, which had 
repeatedly stoked the fires of the “Gil Blas affair”.26 
Gebhardt, too, threw himself in the dispute with a 
polemic published at the end of February 1896.27 

For the leadership of the DT, the alleged statement 
by Coubertin offered a convenient pretext to refuse 
participation. It was justified by the behaviour of the 
main leadership, “which makes it incompatible with 
German honour to participate in the Games in Athens”. 
As an alternative, they proposed a German National 
Olympia, scheduled for 1900 in Leipzig, the site of    
Napoleon’s defeat in 1813.28        

National or international? The Berlin gymnasts did 
not find it hard to decide, especially after hearing from 
their Saxon colleagues how enthusiastically they had 
been received in Greece during their “tour of the seas” in 
July 1892.29 When press reports in March 1896 announced 
that “Berlin’s top gymnasts”30 would be a part of the 
Olympic team, Goetz initially disputed this. Instead, he 
claimed, it was an unknown squad that Gebhardt would 
have put together “for money and good words”. The DT 
refused to have anything to do with the enterprise.31

But when he read the names of their gymnasts and 
what they had won in the next issue of the journal, 
Goetz contradicted himself. From then on, he switched 
sides. He started insulting the rebels and implying that 
their success in Rome had probably gone to their heads. 
They were no longer doing gymnastics for honour, “but 
as business and for fun”.32

Long after the gymnasts arrived in Athens, Goetz 
remained agitated. “They are hired hands and are 
providing their gymnastic performances for money. They 
are degrading themselves as professional athletes and 
acrobats”, he claimed, eventually even disclaiming that 
they were German.33 Some of the press took the same 
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view. The Rheinisch-Westfälische Zeitung which was an 
extremist journal insisted:

Any German club or any German that puts his country 
to shame by promoting or attending these Games 
deserves to be shunned by his circle and by his people.34

The gymnasts were not deterred by such threats. They 
may even have been unaware of them. It was Gebhardt 
who faced with the brunt of this assault, since he was 
the public face of the group. The participation committee 
had chosen him “by acclamation” as the “provisional 
representative” of Germany on the IOC.35

Subcommittees, meanwhile, took care of assembling 
the team. Carl Stangen’s travel agency36 was put in 
charge of the travel formalities. The departure date for 
the first group, which included the gymnasts, was set for 
26th March 1896. A gymnastics demonstration in Vienna 
was initially scheduled for two days later, but this was 
cancelled by the German-Austrian Gymnastic Federation 
as a result of pressure from DT leadership.37

There was still the question of finance. The tickets 
for participants were 231 marks per person. This was a 
discount but it was still beyond the means of most of the 
young athletes who were either students, labourers or 
apprentices. To solve the problem, a special committee 
was formed. This organised a sports festival which was 
held on 24th March 1896. This had a raffle and tableaux 
vivants based on Homer’s poetry at the Kroll Festival Hall 
opposite the newly built Reichstag building.

The tickets for spectators were relatively expensive (six 
marks for a seat, three marks  standing), but the event 
was a success, not least because the Prussian Crown 
Prince had taken over the patronage and the imperial 
family bought many tickets, which encouraged other 

nobles and celebrities to follow their example.38 The 
shortfall was made up in the form a loan to the team 
by Reinhold Schulz, now running successful swimming 
baths in the capital.

A bundle of energy with a sense of humour

As with many athletes of the era, Schuhmann was an 
accomplished performer in a variety of sports. Never 
again would there be a competitor in four different sports 
at the same Games.39

On 6th and 7th April 1896, the first two days of the 
Games, Schuhmann competed in the triple jump, long 
jump and shot put, almost by way of warm-up to what 
would follow. He did not come close to the results posted 
by the specialists in those sports, yet he attracted the 
attention of the Greek public. They teased him with 
the nickname “Lig’ ap’ola”, which translated means 
“something of everything”.40

On the second day, Schuhmann also competed in 
two-handed weightlifting, where he came off second 
best against much bigger and stronger competitors. 
Nevertheless, he managed to lift 90 kg, which put him 
in third place. Had he been competing today, he would 
have received a bronze medal but in 1896 the individual 
winners received silver medals, while the runner-up 
received bronze. Those who finished third went home 
empty-handed.    

By the fourth and fifth day of the Games, though, 
Schuhmann came into his own. The gymnastics compe-
titions began on 9th April with team demonstrations of 
exercises within just four minutes. They were judged on 
style, rhythm and difficulty with marks ranging from zero 
to 20.
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On the parallel bars, the Germans had it easy since only 
two Greek clubs competed against them and their skill 
level was still below that of the Germans.41 The high 
bar was more of a challenge; additionally, mishap kept 
one of the ten from competing. Who that was remains 
unknown.42 

In the individual events, the Greeks arranged the 
competition without compulsory exercises. Instead 
everyone was allowed to present their own choice of 
performance, often making the comparison difficult. 
These started with vaulting, in which any number of 
jumps could be made within four minutes.

Schuhmann decided to do an entire series of jumps. 
These he completed flawlessly. “The victory of the 
people’s favourite Schumann [sic] caused never-ending 
rejoicing”, noted Dr. Ferdinand Hueppe of Prague, who 
had accompanied the German and Austrian participants 
to Athens.43   

In a portrait written by Alfred Flatow, he had this to say 
about the first German Olympic champion:

His extraordinary versatility allowed him to participate 
in almost all the competitions held there! This, 
combined with his steady sense of humour and his 
somewhat striking figure, quickly made him the 
darling of the crowd, which, incidentally, often 
exceeded 50,000.44

 Schuhmann’s performance on the high bar was typically 
impressive and Hueppe described it in the following 
terms:

Schumann [sic], who quickly understood the Greek 
audience, said that now he was going to show 
them something, and began to do wonderful circus 
tricks, so that there were great cheers and people 
could not understand why he was not the winner; 
even two judges were taken in, proving their lack of 
understanding.45

There was praise for the seven judges, among whom 
Hueppe was considered one of the few gymnastic 
experts. Even if the competence of the others had 
been greater, they still did not have the last word. 
This privilege was given exclusively to Prince George of 
Greece, who served as president of the “Ephors”, the 
overseers of the Games.

Schuhmann as the most popular man in Greece

Given the pride in their history, the Greeks considered 
wrestling one of the highlights of the first Games 
alongside the marathon race and discus throwing. 
But wrestling also enjoyed considerable popularity 
in Europe and North America by the late 19th century, 
with the boundaries between sport, circus act, and 
vaudeville being rather nebulous for the professionals. 

For example, in Germany, there was the legendary Carl 
Abs. In 1891 he defeated the Englishman Tom Cannon 
in front of 1,000 spectators at a Berlin brewery and was 
proclaimed World Wrestling Champion.

International sport, however, proved to be more 
difficult because there was no uniform set of rules. The 
subdivision into “Graeco-Roman” and “freestyle” 
wrestling was uncommon, if even known. Rules differed 
from country to country. It was not until 1912 that the 
decision was taken during the Stockholm Olympics to 
establish an International Amateur Wrestling Federation 
(FILA). The formal inauguration of the body took place 
the following year in Berlin.

Unfortunately, it is not known exactly which rules 
governed the first Olympic wrestling tournament. It 
can reasonably be assumed that the organisers based 
them essentially on those of the ancient world, where 
wrestling had been a part of pentathlon since the 
18th Olympiad (708 BCE). In addition, an individual 
competition was held on the fourth day of games in 
Olympia.

In those ancient games, there were no weight 
divisions and the same was true in 1896. The pairings in 
ancient times were selected by a draw and they fought 
until one competitor was knocked out. The wrestling 
took place on a staked sand circle in the Sphendone, just 
as was the case in 1896.46 

In antiquity, the fighter who manage to keep his 
opponent down three times was declared the winner, 
but at the first modern Games, a single pinning of the 
shoulders was enough to win a match. It is not certain 
whether contests were timed or if grappling was 
allowed. But there is some evidence to suggest both.

There was a certain freedom in the choice of wrestling 
outfits. As can be seen in an image by Berlin photo-
grapher Albert Meyer, Schuhmann wore his gymnast’s 
uniform: a white long-sleeved tricot with short collar, 
long grey trousers with belt, and black shoes. His 
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opponent in the final, Georgios Tsitas of Greece, was 
decked out completely in white with a short-sleeved 
shirt, shorts down to his knees, socks and shoes.

Even Hueppe was unsure how to label the styles of 
fighting:

Wrestling: The same was done in “Graeco-Roman” 
style. For the Romans had learned wrestling from the 
Greeks and the Greeks used to wrestle naked with all 
grips allowed.  The term “Graeco-Roman” means 
therefore that the wrestling was neither Roman nor 
Greek, nor Turkish, nor medieval but modern French, 
i.e. all grips were allowed from head to hip except for 
strangulation and direct injury; no leg holds were 
permitted.47

Surely it was no coincidence that the organising 
committee had decided to hold wrestling the same 
afternoon as the marathon race. But it seemed as if the 
matches would not take too long because, of the nine 
registered athletes, only five appeared.48     

In the first round, Stefanos Christopoulos of Greece 
defeated Momcsillo Tapavicza,49 a Serbian competing for 
Hungary, who gave up because of fatigue. In the second 
match, Schuhmann faced Briton Launceston Elliot, who 
was admired for his performance and his handsome 
appearance. He stood 188 cm tall and weighed 101 kg – a 
true star.

Elliot, born in British India and a close relative of the Earl 
of Minto,50 had been a pupil of the famous Eugen Sandow 
who was considered the father of bodybuilding.51 In 
1891, under the tutelage of Sandow, Elliot had won the 
first British weightlifting championship held in the 
fashionable Café Monico in Piccadilly, central London. 
Elliot was only 16 at the time.

Accompanied by his father, the young “Hercules” had 
travelled to Athens, where, as expected, on the second 
day he won the one-handed weightlifting. His self-
confidence took a hit, though, when he was given second 
place by Prince George in the two-armed competition. 
The prince favoured the style of Viggo Jensen of Denmark, 
who was better at balancing the same weight upwards, a 
criterion that could not be found in any rule book.52

And now it was up to Schuhmann, just 158 cm,53 to go 
up against the famous British “Goliath’! Even Hofmann 
advised him not to engage in this unequal fight. Everyone 
in the stadium would surely have been convinced that 
Schuhmann did not stand a chance against Elliot.

Schuhmann was a full 30 cm shorter than his oppo-
nent, a muscled man who entered the arena in a red-silk 
coat and jersey. But the bout did not turn out as expected. 
Hueppe describes it like this:

Elliot was very skilled in Graeco-Roman wrestling 
and also superior to Schumann [sic!] in strength and 
size, so much so that everyone believed it would be 
an easy victory for the Englishman, who, for his part, 
proudly strutted about with an air of superiority. In the 
morning, I did a few rounds with Schumann to teach 
him the most important grips. After all, he had only 
won with the gymnasts’ way of wrestling. But, then 
as the match progressed, you might think that Elliot 
had been watching our rehearsal and the style I had 
demonstrated ... because that’s exactly how things 
went for the two rounds.
In the second round, Schumann magnificently 
forced a deep underhand grip and smashed the tall 
Englishman onto his back, holding him there for 
almost half a minute. That’s why it was so ridiculous 

The young “Hercules” 

Launceston Elliot 

of Great Britain: 

 Later, he showed off 

his great strength 

in European variety 

shows.

According to the list of participants, nine wrestlers had entered, but 

only five were present at the start.   Photos: Volker Kluge Archive
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for Elliot to later claim in an English newspaper 
that he had only touched the ground with the one 
shoulder. Like Flack,54 Elliot had succumbed to his 
underestimation of his opponent, despite his greater 
strength and better technique. A well-trained man 
rose to the occasion in an unfamiliar situation and 
was able to compensate for many a trick with greater, 
all-round dexterity. The English sports newspaper 
“Field” also highlighted Schumann’s natural power, 
his careful training, and the impressive confidence of 
his movements, saying: “The best all-round athlete 
who participated in the games was Schumann.”
The applause of the Greeks for this unexpected victory 
by the German was reminiscent of the jubilation upon 
the arrival of the marathon winner. From then on, 
Schumann was, next to Louis, the most celebrated 
and best-known man of Athens, greeted everywhere 
cordially, often with loud cries of “zito”.55

 
As Stephanos Christopoulos had broken his shoulder 
in a match against his fellow Greek Georgios Tsitas and 
was forced to retire, Schuhmann had a bye to the final. 
He was greeted by the audience with lively calls of 
“Schuhmannaki”, showing their affection by turning 
Schuhmann’s name into a diminutive.

Warned by Elliot’s unexpected defeat, Tsitas, a broad-
shouldered Athenian baker, tried to avoid Schuhmann’s 

attacks. This game of cat and mouse on the mat lasted 40 
minutes without the German being able to get a hold of 
his opponent.

The sun had long since set. The Greeks were already 
leaving the stadium in great numbers to celebrate the 
marathon triumph of their compatriot Spyridon Louis. As 
darkness fell, the jury suspended the match.56

The next morning, the match continued, even though 
the chronicle notes that despite free admission, the 
attendance was low. This time, it only took Schuhmann 
fifteen minutes to grab Tsitas by the hip and throw him 
backwards onto the ground. This decided the match. At 
this point although the disappointed Greek spectators 
now began to demand that Christopoulos should be 
allowed to compete again, even though he had been 
injured and retired the day before. 

To lose in wrestling was a blow to Greek pride because 
it was a sport they regarded as their ancient birthright. 
So it was not surprising that rumours soon started that 
Schuhmann was a professional wrestler, but “this was 
promptly refuted”.57 The well known “Circus Schumann” 
of Berlin was mentioned in the accusations, but 
Schuhmann had no connection with this.

For his two individual victories, Schuhmann 
received silver medals and an Olympic diploma. Gold 
at the time was scarce in Greece, where the state was 
insolvent. Offering gold as a prize for sport would also 
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Photo: Albert Meyer



36

have been viewed as tarnishing the victories with 
the alleged pursuit of material gain. For the two team 
wins, Schuhmann was given a certificate, just like his 
teammates.

The German team had also been awarded a silver by 
the jury, but only received a single medal for the entire 
team. The gymnasts agreed that it should go to Hofmann, 
who had also won a bronze for finishing second in the 
100 metre race.

The real sensation, however, was Schuhmann’s victory 
in wrestling. As Flatow, who had earned the highest 
marks on the parallel bars, wrote:

When he [Schuhmann] went up for wrestling, a sport 
that enjoys great popularity in Greece, and emerged 
victorious over adversaries who were far bigger than 
he, the enthusiasm of the Greeks knew no limits. Even 
King George of Greece greeted him with the words: 
“Mr. Schuhmann, you are currently the most popular 
man in Greece.”58

From traitor to folk hero

There were, however, no congratulations from 
Schuhmann’s homeland. The gymnasts who had 
represented Germany so splendidly found themselves 
banned from national competitions because they 
had participated at Athens contrary to the decisions 
of the DT board.59 It was only two years later that they 
were pardoned at their clubs’ request; this meant that 
Schuhmann was free to participate again at the IX German 
Gymnastics Festival in Hamburg. In the all-around, he 
finished  second behind Flatow. Then, in December 1898, 
Schuhmann was called to London, where he worked as 
an instructor for the German Gymnastic Society as the 
successor to Rudolf Oberholzer.60 

Over next seventeen years, he found himself working 
at one of London’s busiest transport hubs, with the 
gymnasium’s location between St. Pancras and King’s 
Cross railway stations. The German Gymnasium can be 
visited today as a listed building.

During the 2012 Olympics, tens of thousands of people 
walked past it every day as they boarded the “Javelin” 
express train to the Olympic Park in Stratford.61 A century 
earlier, this was where Schuhmann had trained his 

Left: A team photo taken by Albert Meyer before leaving for Athens. Right: Autographs of German gymnasts on the back. Carl Schuhmann jokingly signed it “Schuhmannaki”. 

Below, he wrote “Lig ’ap’ola” a nickname that was somewhat derogatory, and  translated as “a little of everything”.    Photo: Rüdiger Fritz collection

Olympic rarities: Carl Schuhmann received silver medals for his two 

i ndividual victories.   Photo: Volker Kluge
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students, including the gymnast Otto Bauscher, who 
competed for Great Britain in both 1906 and 1908.     

From time to time, Schuhmann returned to Berlin. The 
first occasion was in May 1899, when he married Luise 
Wittzang, a sales clerk. The couple began a family. Of 
their six children, five were born in London.

But soon after the outbreak of the First World War, 
Schuhmann was interned as an enemy alien on 31st May 
1915 with his family.62 Like many German civilians, he 
was taken to the Isle of Man, where with the approval 
of the camp commandant, he was permitted to give 
the 23,000 inmates lessons in gymnastics. This, at least, 
made his enforced detention behind barbed wire a little 
more varied.

Above all, Camp IV Knockaloe became known for its 
extensive sporting activity. The gymnastics club there 
had 90 members and organised a festival for 15th August 
1916 under the direction of Schuhmann. The internees 
were able to play tennis and cricket, and there was even 
a golf course, albeit with only three holes. Between 1915 
and 1919, there were 36 football teams which played 
around 600 games in the different compounds.63

But this was still not freedom. Even before the end 
of the war, in January 1918, Schuhmann was allowed 
to return to Germany via the neutral Netherlands. His 
family had already been deported to Berlin. The majority 
of their property in England was left behind and 
auctioned off by the public trustee on 21st August 1919. In 
the nick of time, Schuhmann’s two Olympic medals were 
saved, but his diploma were lost.  

Starting in 1921, Schuhmann worked as a precision 
mechanic at the Askania works in Berlin. His speciality: 
telegraph and water meters. At the 1936 Olympics, he 
was one of the 50 senior gymnasts who took part in 
national gymnastic displays. Their skill received great 
applause. Even at the age of 73, he was head of the 
men’s division at Charlottenburg VfL of 1858. He survived 
the next war, but lost his home in a bombing raid. In 

March 1946, a few months after the war, he fell into a 
bomb crater and died shortly afterwards.

Many Germans have only heard of Schuhmann’s 
achievements in the past three decades, during which 
he has received numerous posthumous honours. The 
Berlin Senate granted him an honorary place in the 
cemetery in 1990.  In 1996, a special stamp was issued to 
mark the 100th anniversary of the first modern Olympic 
Games. The stamp depicts Schuhmann on the vault in 
Athens in a photograph by Meyer. Two Berlin sports halls 
bear his name, and, in August 2018, the Carl Schuhmann 
path was inaugurated at the Olympic Stadium.

He had earned these accolades. Schuhmann may 
have been small of stature, but he was one of the greats 
among athletes. �

Far left: Carl 

 Schuhmann as a 

sport teacher in 

 London in the circle 

of his  family. 

Left: Schuhmann 

aged 50 after his 

 internment on the 

Isle of Man.

Photo: Carl Schuhmann,  
Jr. Archive

A successful comeback after two years in exile: Alfred Flatow and Carl Schuhmann, who took the 

first two places at the German Gymnastics Festival in 1898.   Photo: Albert Meyer
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The first modern Olympics took place in 1896 during a 
period marked by New Humanism, Philhellenism and 
Orientalism. The major excavations in Athens, Delphi, 
Corinth, Epidaurus, Olympia and other historical sites 
in Greece from the 1870s onwards increasingly told 
the history of ancient sport through archaeological 
finds. The discoveries significantly influenced Pierre de 
Coubertin in his quest to revive the Olympic Games.

But did the Games of the First Olympiad really reflect 
the results of these excavation campaigns in reviving the 
Games of antiquity? Would these discoveries influencing 
the late 19th century not also have had to be reflected in 
the designs of the medals, diplomas and promotional 
materials? Presumably not, because Coubertin focused 
only superficially on the antique model, which for him 
served only as a stage. In 1894, he wrote in an article: 
“There will be no tripods, no incense: those things are 
dead, and dead things do not revive.”1

Coubertin was striving for a contemporary Games 
that could serve as a mirror for a modern society.2 In 
order to understand his intentions and those of his 
colleagues better, this article will examine the imagery 
of a few select examples of the 1896 Games and 
compare it to Coubertin’s rather ambivalent attitude to 

ancient history. The design of the materials produced 
to mark the Athens Games is particularly apt, in that it 
bears witness to a tangible interest in representing the 
national identity of the Greeks. At the same time, it 
represents Greek ambitions to incorporate contemporary 
artistic trends such as Art Nouveau and Symbolism into 
the design.

In cities such as Vienna or Paris, which were leading 
the Modernism movement, classical architecture and art 
were already considered backward-looking at the turn 
of the century. In place of the traditional art academies, 
which had been the starting points for new artistic 
movements up until then, so-called secessions were 
now popping up, where artists could develop in a more 
individual way and promote symbolism.

In the second half of the 19th century, Athens was 
virtually reinvented with neo-classical architecture. 
The trilogy of the National Library, the University and the 
building of the later Academy came into being, as well as 
the Zappeion and many other representative buildings. 
The first Olympic Games, unlike those of antiquity, were 
intended to be international and were a real challenge 
for Greece. The imagery used confirmed their progressive 
ambitions.  

The Modern Olympic Games – 
A Work of ‘Barbarians’
By Christian Wacker 

Fig. 1:  Nikolaos 

Gyzis, Olympic 

 Diploma (1896).
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Study 1: Nikolaos Gyzis and the Olympic Diploma

Commissioned by the Greek king, Coubertin had initially 
taken charge of the designs for the Olympic medal 
and the winner’s diploma. He made contact with the 
renowned Parisian medallist Jules-Clément Chaplain 
and the famous painter Puvis de Chavannes, who 
had created the huge fresco in the auditorium of the 
Sorbonne. 

While Chaplain immediately set to work, de 
Chavannes excused himself shortly afterwards on the 
grounds that he could not empathise with the “Greek 
style”,3 much to Coubertin’s regret. The Athenian 
organising committee then commissioned Nikolaos 
Gyzis, one of the most famous Greek artists of his time.

Gyzis’s, born in 1842, began his career at the Royal 
Academy of Arts in Athens. He left at the age of 23 to 
continue his artistic career in Munich. He spent the 
rest of his life in Munich, where he was esteemed and 
respected as an artist. A year after his death, the art 
historian Marcel Montadon wrote of him: “as a Greek, he 
was to the people of Munich like an echo of those times, 
which had created a dynastic bond between Bavaria 
and Greece, and the highest admiration for antiquity, a 
spiritual brotherhood between Tzar Athens [monarchic 
Athens] and ancient Athens.”4

Gyzis’s artistic biography can be divided into two 
periods. In his earlier years, he painted romanticised 
pictures with oriental themes, as well as scenes of rural 
life in Bavaria, still lifes and landscapes. These works 
from the decades before 1890 were marked by the 
highest technical quality together with great mastery 
of the play of light and shadow. These paintings were in 
demand for the décor of public and private buildings, 
although most of them were somewhat derivative.

This changed towards the end of the 19th century, 
when Gyzis took on a series of commissions to design 
posters (Fig. 3). One of the best-known was his Historia of 
1892, which was distributed as an advertising poster for 
the Münchner Künstlergenossenschaft (Munich Artists’ 
Association). Stylistically, this work using contemporary, 

precise techniques, is indebted to the symbolism of Fin 
du Siècle art. The austere metallic figures are drawn in 
the sharp lines of the new Franco-German style known 
as Art Nouveau or Jugendstil. 

Behind this façade, soft, sensitive features can be 
made out. The illustrious figure of Historia has elegantly 
taken her seat on a throne. In her left hand, she holds 
the never-ending scroll of history, while with the right, 
which is gently guided by the iconic Münchner Kindl 
(Munich Child),5 she enters the names of artists in the 
book of the city.

This poster was a work typical of Gyzis in his last 
decade. The artist created his own symbolist style and 
managed without the heavy ornamentation typical of 
Gustav Klimt. In Gyzis’s works, the compositions of the 
figures themselves defined the ornamental aspect and 
had no need of embellishment, bringing the conciseness 
of the figures into focus.6

From the 1890s onwards, one can make out Gyzis’s 
strong interest in religious themes. Increasingly, mystical 
and expressionist drawings and paintings came into 
being. The picture Archangel Gabriel or Triumph of 
Religion, created a few years before his death, is a good 
example of this mystification of those themes (Fig. 2).

When Gyzis designed the Olympic Diploma in 1896, he 
came to represent Fin du Siècle and Symbolist art, with 
a penchant for mystic symbols (Fig. 1). It was therefore 
not surprising that the diploma, too, was a modern and 
innovative work of art beyond the neo-classical and 
conservative movements. Gyzis himself described it as 
one of his masterpieces.7

The composition, with its two different levels and 
use of soft sepia colours with grey and brown tones, 
was extraordinary. Gyzis placed the agon motif, 
unobtrusively but centrally, in the form of charioteers 
presented on the backrest of a stone bench. On the left, 
he placed Hellas, as the personification of Greece, in a 
contemplative, thinking pose.

A surviving detailed study documents the intensity 
with which Gyzis grappled with the positioning of this 
figure (Fig. 4). It was not the dominant, stately goddess 

From left to right: 

Fig. 2: Archangel 

 Gabriel or Triumphe 

of Religion (late 

1890s); 

Fig. 3: Nikolaos Gyzis, 

Historia (1892); 

Fig. 4: Nude study for 

the Olympic  Diploma 

(1896).
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who was to be portrayed, but a sensitive and wise 
woman looking calmly into the future. At the right edge 
of the picture, a shy young Nike approaches her with 
an olive branch. The gentle goddess of victory looks 
uncertain and reserved.

Cronus leans against the back of the bench with his 
lyre. He sings the songs of bygone times to rouse the 
scene from sleep, as it were. Out of the mist- and flame-
encircled Parthenon rises the fabulous, ever reborn 
Phoenix, emerging from its centuries-long sleep.

Gyzis created the diploma with a gentle and sensitive 
interpretation of a great and epochal theme: the first 
Olympic Games of the modern era. He chose a modern 
and emotive composition instead of neo-classical 
statuary figures of the past. According to his own words, 
he was never interested in archaeology and mythology. 
He pleaded against treating antiquity as something 
backward and aged. Rather, he saw in it a source of 
eternal youth that ought to provide energy for the 
future.8

Study 2: The Official Report of 1896

The so-called Official Report, published by Carl Beck’s 
bookshop, consists of two parts, the first of which was 
dedicated to the ancient Olympic Games and the second 
to the modern Games. The subscription price for the 
Greek–French edition was 12.50 francs; the German–
English edition was sold for 10 marks.9 The first part, 
which was probably intended to get buyers in the mood 
for the upcoming event, was already on offer before the 

Games. An enclosed voucher entitled the customer to 
receive the second part in 1897. 

However, the main item of interest in this piece is the 
cover, which has been falsely passed off as a poster for 
the first Olympic Games (Fig. 5). One would not have 
been surprised if the unnamed artist had drawn on 
depictions of ancient buildings for his design, especially 
in view of the fact that ruins of these had been excavated 
shortly beforehand in Olympia.

In fact, he used only a few ancient motifs, such as the 
narrow frieze from the Roman Empire, which shows a 
series of seemingly childlike athletes, as well as some 
ionic columns and a neo-classical wall. On the right, 
in the background, one can see the reconstructed 
Panathenaic Stadium and – in outline – the Acropolis, as 
a historical reference.

The central figure on the front cover is a woman in a 
Greek traditional dress with a braided wreath in her right 
hand and a floral garland in her left. She is embedded 
in a fertile landscape with vegetable garlands and 
harvested crops. This topos obviously imprints a fertile 
and healthy young Greece on the viewer.

The back of the book bears in the centre a composition 
of various sports – three shooting targets, each with two 
rifles and flags, and various gymnastic equipment.10 
Among them, the artist placed three cyclists, whose 
route apparently leads along the sea. Rowing boats and 
yachts appear on the horizon.

This imagery focuses on the achievements of modern 
Greece (fertility, discovery of its own history). Modern 
sport is portrayed by a landscape that references motifs 

Fig. 5: Cover of the 

Official Report 

(1896).
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of antiquity in the classical style. This symbolism is 
exaggerated in the Olympic album, where the sun’s rays 
dominate the scene in the national colours of white and 
blue behind two trumpet-blowing putti (Fig. 6). All in 
all, the layout presents a modern, young and productive 
Greek nation, proud to have hosted the first Olympic 
Games of the modern era.      

Study 3: Jules-Clément Chaplain 
and the Olympic medal

Jules-Clément Chaplain (1839–1909), who was put in 
charge of the winner’s medal (Fig. 7) by Coubertin, had 
been a member of the Académie des Beaux-Arts in 
Paris since 1881. He presumably already knew Charles 
de Coubertin, the father of the later IOC founder, since 
he was also a member of the Académie and enjoyed an 
excellent reputation in France and Italy.

Chaplain became artistic director of the renowned 
Manufacture Nationale de Sèvres in 1896. He was 
also one of the leading figures in Art Nouveau. The 
Olympic medal he designed can also be regarded as a 
masterpiece of this new, progressive and modern artistic 
movement.

For the obverse, Chaplain chose the portrait of 
bearded Zeus in frontal view. His head would have taken 
up almost the entire area if the artist had implemented 
the wild and curly hair right up to the edges. But he let 
it disperse at the edge amidst a hazy, misty landscape.

On the left, alongside the inscription “OLYMPIA”, the 
goddess of victory, Nike, can be seen. Standing on a 
sphere that is probably meant to represent the cosmos, 
the statuette brandishes an olive branch in her hand – 
called a kotinos by the Greeks, which was the only 
official prize that lay in store for winners at the ancient 
games in Olympia. The sphere is held in a hand, which 
probably belongs to Zeus although it bears no relation to 
the face of the heavenly god. 

The reverse is less spectacular. Chaplain limited 
himself to the well-known view of the Acropolis with the 
Pinacotheca, Propylaea and Parthenon, together with 
the title and year of the first modern Olympic Games. 
Did the medallist have less interest in the design of the 
reverse? One can easily guess that Chaplain directed his 
creative energies first and foremost to the obverse.

The motifs of Zeus and Nike had been familiar since 
antiquity, but not as the artist composed them, and his 
progressive way of cutting the medal. The individual 
elements were presented in a minimalist fashion, and 
only the central themes were executed in a decorative 
way. This type of medal cutting was new and typical of 
Art Nouveau. 

Chaplain is considered one of the pioneers of these 
techniques and this new style of the early 1890s. 
This also explains why he, in particular, was the one 
commissioned to design the first Olympic medal.11

This one was also exceptional amidst the tradition of 
prize medals awarded at sporting events. If one compares 
it with those awarded to the winners of the Greek 
“Olympics”12  (also known as the “Zappas Games”), what 
strikes one is that they show nothing at all that relates 
to either sport or antiquity. The event is recorded only in 
letters. Only on the 1888 edition was the façade of the so-
called Zappeion depicted as a venue (Fig. 8).

By contrast, on the medals of the Olympian Games 
held annually in England’s Much Wenlock from 1850 to 
1895, which are also regarded as forerunners of today’s 
Olympic Games, one encounters neo-classical imagery 
with depictions and quotations from antiquity. For 
example, the obverse of the winner’s medal for the 
pentathlon of 1868 shows Nike with a victorious wreath 

Fig. 6: Album of the 

first Olympic Games 

(First Edition, 1896).

Fig. 7: Jules-Clément 
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Olympic Games, in 

silver (1896).
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and a quotation from Pindar, who composed poetic 
victory odes (epinikia) for the winners of the Olympic, 
Pythian, Nemean and Isthmian Games (Fig. 9).

Some designers of the later Olympic medals made 
reference to this tradition. It took a long time for the 
artistic and creative standard of Chaplain to be achieved 
again.     

Antiquity as a stage for modern Olympic Games 

During the 1894 Founding Congress in Paris, Coubertin left 
no doubt during the deliberations of the Olympic Games 
Commission that he did not intend to create a copy of the 
ancient games. In one article, he underlined that: 

Modern, very modern, will be these restored Olympian 
Games. There is no question of reviving the old-time 
dress and manners; and those who suppose that it 
will be upon some sacred hill and to the revived tones 
of the Hymn of Apollo that the contest will be waged 
– have only their own imaginations to thank for the 
mistake. There will be no tripods, no incense: those 
things are dead, and dead things do not revive. It is 
only the idea embodied in them that can revive, and 
it must be adapted to the needs and the taste of the 
present age. From antiquity we seek to establish only 
one thing: relaxation, blessed relaxation, which the 
Greek nations welcomed in order that they might 
contemplate lasting youth and a future.13

Contrary to widespread assumptions, which were also 
expressed in the popular scientific literature, Coubertin 
was aware that one could not, nor want to, bring the 
ancient world back to life. Rather, the international 
Olympic Games he strove for were to be based “on a 
foundation satisfying the requirements of modern 
life.”14

Ioannis Phokianos also shared this aspiration. The 
president of the Greek sports association Panellinios and 
mentor of Dimitrios Vikelas, who became the first IOC 
President in 1894, invariably recommended individual 
sports, many of which were not practised in ancient 
Greece.15

As is well known, Coubertin was not a Classicist. His 
knowledge of the ancient world stemmed from his 
schooldays at the Paris Jesuit College. Although he had 
received the usual level of education in the humanities 
for his time, even in the IOC founding year, he owned 
only seven books on classical topics.16 Ingomar Weiler is 
correct when he writes: “Coubertin’s achievements are 
undoubtedly in another field, not in ancient scholarship 
and sports history.”17

On the other hand, Coubertin had ample opportunities 
to be inspired by antiquity, such as during a visit to the 
Charles Waldstein Museum of Archeology in England 
in 1886, or at an event to mark the occasion of the 1889 
Paris World Exhibition at which Paul Monceaux gave a 
lecture on the results of German excavations in Olympia.18 
The latter happened before Victor Laloux’s first, utterly 
imaginative reconstruction of the Temple of Zeus in a 
room of the Petit Palais, which must have made a lasting 
impression on Coubertin, who was presumably present19 
(Fig. 10). In that same year, he visited Much Wenlock at 
the invitation of Dr. William P. Brookes, where he got to 
know the local Olympian Games with their antique-like 
equipment.20

An aura of ancient Greece was also chosen for the 
congress at Paris’s Sorbonne which, in 1894, sealed the 
deal for the introduction of the modern Olympic Games. 
An ambience common for the time was obviously created 
that did not attempt to make any direct reference to the 
Games, but was due to the situation.21

After the congress, Coubertin travelled to Greece 
in the autumn of 1894 for exploratory talks with the 
royal family, as well as representatives from politics 
and sport. A visit to ancient Olympia at the end of his 
programme seems to have been organised as a kind 
of social event. Coubertin, who visited Olympia only 
twice in his life, treated the walk through the ruins as 
a kind of compulsory programme and “roamed [...] 
about between the ruins,” as he later confessed in his 
memoirs.22 For philhellenes, of which there were any 
number at the end of the 19th century in Central Europe, 
that would have been unimaginable.

The American School of Classical Studies in Athens, 
established by Charles Waldstein, also allowed Coubertin 
access to the ancient world before and during the 1896 
Games. The American School was the only institution 
of its kind that actively supported the Games – neither 
the German Archaeological Institute, which had led 
the excavations in Olympia, nor the École Française 
d’Athènes showed any interest.23

Fig. 8: Commemorative medal for the Zappas Games (1888). Fig. 9:  Much Wenlock Games 

 pentathlon winner’s medal (1868).
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Charles Waldstein had known Coubertin for years and 
supported his plans. He opened the doors to various 
ancient sites in Athens to him and accelerated the 
renovation of the Panathenaic Stadium.24

The American School took advantage of both the 1896 
and the 1906 Games for events and tourist excursions.25 
Rufus B. Richardson, its director from 1893 to 1898, wrote 
a detailed article on ancient and modern Olympic Games 
in 1896.26 On the side lines of the athletic programme, 
the US representatives offered opportunities to get closer 
to the ancient world and study it on the ground.

For Coubertin, the ancient world and ancient Olympia 
possessed only a generic character. He wanted to create 
something new and modern. After a difficult few years, 
he masterfully and sustainably succeeded in doing so. 
And he was not lacking in self-irony. Shortly after the 
Games in Athens, he wrote in the American Century 
Magazine:

The Olympic Games which recently took place at 
Athens were modern in character […] because in their 
origin and regulations they were international and 
universal, and consequently adapted to the conditions 
in which athletics have developed at the present day. 
[…] Their creation is the work of “barbarians”.27  �
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Introduction to the athlete

Many Olympic historians know the sad history that 
divided the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and 
the Dutch Olympic Committee when they were in conflict 
with each other over the official poster of the 1928 
Amsterdam Olympic Games.1 The honorary archivist of 
the Dutch NOC, ISOH member Ruud Paauw, summarized 
the story effectively. The image of the marathon runner, 
an ambitious work by the Dutch artist Jos Rovers, was 
chosen by the Dutch Olympic Committee for the Games 
and the poster was distributed for the commercial and 
advertising uses of the Games.2

At the time, this initiative perhaps opposed the strong 
determination of the IOC to legally and commercially 

take possession of the spectacular sporting product 
represented by the Olympic Games. Several innovations 
were introduced at the Amsterdam Games, such as 
the establishment of the Olympic brazier in operation 
throughout the duration of the Games, the protocol 
order of the national representatives at the inaugural 
parade, and the institutionalisation of the athletics 
track at 400 metres. The most important was that of the 
Olympic medals depicting, for the first time, the images 
created by the Italian artist Giuseppe Cassioli, with the 
intent of permanently becoming the images imprinted 
on medals destined for the Olympic laureates of the 
Summer Games.3

During the subsequent editions of the Games, the 
IOC was very careful to increase its role as a juridical and 

Rudolf Pereles: 
The Poster Boy of 1928
By Gherardo Bonini

The cover of the 1928 Swiss Olympic Book, which has been used by the 

 Olympic Museum in their collections in lieu of a poster since the 1990s.
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ultimate referee of all aspects of the Games. It also took 
care of the historical celebrations and advertising for the 
Olympic event. In 1994 the IOC intended to secure the 
legal and market rights for each of the historic Olympic 
posters, but in the specific case of Amsterdam, it found 
an unexpected obstacle in the heirs of Rovers. When 
the heirs accepted the offers by the IOC, they asked for 
a figure deemed too high. In response to this annoying 
inconvenience, the IOC recovered an image by the Swiss 
artist Emil Albert Huber, which decorated the cover of the 
1928 Olympic Games book. 

This book included both the Winter Games in St. 
Moritz and the summer ones in Amsterdam, and was 
written by the former Swiss athlete and editor, Julius 
Wagner.4

The image depicted an athlete’s torso with a white 
band around his forehead and holding an olive branch. 
Beneath his torso are three wavy stripes in the colours 
of the Dutch flag. The title of the book, written on the 
poster, referred to the Olympic Games, according to the 
German language used by Wagner, a specialist for this 
type of publication since 1912 (which continued until 
1952), for German-speaking nations.

Incidentally, in the report on gymnastics competitions 
by Wagner, there was an explicit and harsh statement  
regarding the possible future schedule of women’s 
gymnastics.5 It stated that the exercises were too 
demanding for women’s capabilities and, in the future, 
the programme needed to be changed.

The relatively recent (1994) use of the poster chosen by 
the IOC to replace that of the Dutch Olympic Committee, 
created a challenge regarding research to determine the 
identity of the athlete on the IOC poster, more than 60 
years after the fact. Now, more than 90 years after the 
events in question, the historical reconstruction of the 
facts is difficult. On the other hand, no one had ever 
posed the problem until such a poster had remained 
an anonymous cover in an important and even 
bibliographically renowned Olympic report.

Discovery of a photo

The fortunate discovery of a photo that appeared in the 
issue from 1 November 1924 of the Austrian magazine, 
Illustriertes Sportblatt, nearly certainly identifies the 
model for the illustration as the Austrian wrestler and 

bodybuilder, Rudolf Pereles.6 The photo is a full length 
depiction of Pereles, facing the Vienna’s Trotting Arena 
Centre. His half-naked pose evoked that of the legendary 
marathon runner of ancient Greece, Pheidippides – a 
typical classical motif. It was not the first time that art 
dealt with this image handed down from ancient times. 
In artistic representations, Pheidippides was often 
portrayed holding a papyrus with a message of victory,  a 
branch or even a sword.

In 1879, the German sculptor Max Kruse presented the 
sculpture, The Victorious Messenger of Marathon, with 
which he won the coveted Rome Prize and the Golden 
Medal two years later in the Academy exhibition. In 
1884, the Berlin National Gallery commissioned a bronze 
sculpture.7 In addition, the statue received popular 
attention through the Hamburg bodybuilder, Willy 
Schmelzkopf (whose artist name was Willy Olympier), 
who brought the figure as a classic pose to the theater 
stage. Schmelzkopf also published an image of himself 
in this pose in his book, Körperkultur (Body Culture),8 
which perhaps inspired an unknown photographer two 
decades later.

At present, the channels of transmission of the 
reproduced photo, from the design by the Swiss artist 
Huber, to the use by the expert publicist Julius Wagner, 
are unknown. During that period, Huber was very active 
in the field of sports illustrations.9

While waiting to shed light on these aspects, it is 
possible to pay tribute to Pereles, an athlete known in 
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Central Europe, a wrestler of good repute, even if not 
of the highest level; in fact he never participated in the 
Olympics, nor in the European wrestling championships.

Rudolf Pereles, a personal history

A Viennese Jew, Pereles was born in Vienna in 1897.10 
His career is interesting from a cultural point of view, 
since it reflects the history of an individual in constant 
confrontation with his identity as an Austrian Jew and 
a sportsman. When he became an adult in the eyes of 
the law, Pereles made a choice like a number of Jews at 
the time to exit Jewish orthodoxy. He joined the ranks of 
the Wiener Athletiksport Club (WAC), and in March 1920 
won the Tournament of the debutantes of the Austrian 
federation of wrestling in the middleweight class at the 
limit of 75 kilos.11 In this category, he later participated in 
the Austrian Championships of 1920 (fourth place) and 
1921 (sixth place).12

In 1920 an independent wrestling body was formed, 
and in 1921 it was united with the weightlifting federa-
tion. Unfortunately for the wrestlers, the federation’s 
 attention was more attuned to the weightlifters, and 
the federation was able in the period between the two 
world wars to renew the remarkable Austrian weight-
lifting  tradition of the years preceding the Great War. 
In the spring of 1922, Pereles competed in the light-
heavyweight category, to the limit of 82.5 kilos, and 
convincingly won the Vienna title, obtaining the 
qualification for the German Combat Games in Berlin in 
July.13 As an assimilated Jew, Pereles had no qualms in his 

allegiance to the German nation, although Germany was 
excluded from Olympic and international competitions.14 
In 1920 Austria was also excluded from the Olympic 
Games. Pereles distanced himself more from his Jewish 
roots by taking part in the German Combat Games, which 
were organised prior to the  Olympic Games. 

The Austrian wrestlers, always eager to confront 
their German counterparts, received good results and 
Pereles was close to victory, after six victorious matches, 
but he was handicapped by an injury and ended the 
tournament in third place.15 Both the Austrian press 
and the federation held him in high esteem and he 
was considered the best Austrian light-heavyweight. 
Unfortunately, frequent injuries, some defeats due to 
carelessness and some wrong choices prevented him 
from more numerous and significant victories.

After six months, he recovered from his injury and 
experienced a very good season in 1923, despite not 
winning the national title. With his club mates from 
the WAC, he suffered a heavy defeat by the Swedish 
club Enighet,16 but after having won the related trials, 
he victoriously represented Austria in the international 
competition against Switzerland.17 He later won a 
national-level contest in Graz.18

Unlike weightlifting, where Vienna’s role was 
predominant, the wrestlers of Graz, Linz and Innsbruck 
were excellent competitive athletes and the road 
to supremacy in Austria was more difficult for the 
representatives of the capital.

The federation selected Pereles for the traditional 
meeting against Hungary, but an indisposition prevented 
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him from participating.19 Despite this drawback, his 
aesthetic and harmonious body attracted the attention 
of the sculptor Josef Müllner. He chose Pereles as a model 
for his sculpture dedicated to young Austrian sportsmen, 
entitled Der Sieger (The Champion), also known as 
Denkmal der Jugend (Monument to Youth). The statue 
was placed in Volksgarten park in Vienna.20

Back in good physical condition, Pereles was selected 
by the office for the International Games in Gothenburg,21 
a multi-sport event to celebrate the Swedish city and 
which marked  the will of neutral countries during the 
First World War to reopen international competitions to all 
countries, belonging to both the winners and the losers. 
It was a great opportunity for the athletes of Austria, 
Germany and Hungary to return to the international 
stage. Pereles won a match against the Swedish wrestler 
Forsberg, but then lost against Weckstén of Finland, who 
eventually finished in second place, and Nielsen from 
Denmark, who finished third.22

In September, Pereles brilliantly participated in the 
Vienna International Fairs Championships. The event 
took place in conjunction with the World Weightlifting 
Championships, which Austria hosted by federal 
mandate.23 In wrestling, Austria returned to the 
international governing body, FILA, and did not want 
any diplomatic problems. Pereles placed second, won 
four matches, losing only to an excellent Hungarian 
athlete, Béla Varga.24

Unfortunately, at the Austrian Championships 
Pereles wasted a formidable opportunity to win, 
underestimating the forces of the Hakoah representative, 
Ernst Selzer, who had been beaten at the start of the final 
tournament by Vittek, who had been easily beaten by 
Pereles. Selzer surprised Pereles after 4 minutes and 40 
seconds, won the title and relegated Pereles to second 
place.25 At the end of the year, however, the federation 
chose him for the traditional meeting with Hungary. 
On this occasion, Pereles beat Dömeny, whom he had 
already defeated at the Vienna International Fairs 
Championships.26

The defeat against Selzer provided Pereles a further 
reason to leave the WAC and compete for the Jewish 
club Hakoah, which had just won the Viennese Team 
Championship. The WAC had become less competitive 
and did not participate in the team event. Pereles left 
the technical guide, Henri Baur, a silver medallist at the 
so-called 1906 Intermediate Games and Mitteleuropa 
champion in 1906,27 to train under the leadership of Ernö 
Markus, a Hungarian, who was the Austrian lightweight 
champion in 1922. Markus was appointed head of the 
Austrian wrestling team for the 1924 Olympic Games.28

The beginning of the year was definitely favourable; 
in fact, after having positively concluded some dual 
matches, and beating an excellent athlete, Eduard 
Schöll,29 he won the Vienna Championship by overcoming 

his teammate, Richard Kadmon, in the final.30 
Unfortunately, bad luck prevented Pereles from achieving 
the Olympic dream. A serious knee injury forced him 
to undergo an operation. Franz Sax went in his place 
in Paris.31 Pereles tried to return for later edition of the 
Vienna International Fairs Championships, but he did not 
succeed.

It was in the fall of that year that Pereles, posing 
for the Swiss artist Huber, was immortalised in the 
photograph that was displayed, unfortunately without 
any credit to his name, in the Illustriertes Sportblatt. 
The photo shows the harmony of the lines of Pereles’s 
body, very proportionate, and endowed with muscles in 
aesthetic perspective. From a competitive point of view, 
Pereles was not satisfied with his placement at Hakoah 
and in early 1925, he returned to WAC.32 It was not the first 
return of his career.

The decision of the federation was unchanged, and 
in May, Pereles represented Austria against Hungary. 
Paired against Ferenczi, he won the first match and lost 
the second, always on points.33 In the same month, 
he suffered an unexpected defeat in the Tournament 
of champions by Sax,34 who entered into conflict with 
the federation and was assigned to the association of 
heavier athletics of the Workers’ Movement. 

Without Sax, Pereles won the Vienna Championships 
for the third time in his career,35 but perhaps the most 
significant achievement for him took place at the end of 
June, in the choreographic Exhibition of Hygiene, which 
also included sports competitions, especially concerning 
heavier athletics (i.e. wrestling, weightlifting, boxing 
and jiu jitsu). 

Pereles took part in the Men’s Beauty Contest, in 
which he obtained the first prize for the aesthetic beauty 
category, favouring more the harmony and global 
perception of forms rather than the integration of the 
muscular apparatus with the body. In the latter special 
classification, he placed fourth, while first place was 
taken by Alois Pankratz, a member of the Workers’ Sports 
Movement.36
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Competition and aspirations

The year 1925 was fortunate for Pereles. He finally 
managed to win the Austrian title, and was rewarded 
by being selected for the first official European FILA 
Championships, which took place in Milan.37 But Pereles 
was not satisfied. He firmly believed that the growth of 
a wrestler should be measured only with challenges to 
the best champions, be they amateurs or professionals. 
What counted was the athletic value.

He did not take part in the European Championships, 
and stubbornly challenged the professional champion, 
Johann Trestler, already an European amateur champion 
in 1912 in Vienna. Pereles wrote to the famous Sport 
Tagblatt newspaper, justifying his challenge.38 Trestler 
hesitated, then agreed for the match to be played on 
26 January 1926. Trestler, however, did not show up and 
Pereles was forced to face the less-quoted Karl Winter, 
incurring the federation’s disqualification for five 
months. Along with him, the disqualification hit Sidney 
Bergmann, the Hakoah wrestler and the first participant 
of his club at the Olympic Games in 1924 in Paris.39

The reputation of Pereles at the federation remained 
good, and as with Bergmann, he was allowed to 
compete in May at the trials for the 1926 German Combat 
Games in Cologne.40 He won and participated in the 
great competition, where he captured a good third place 
after four years.41 Before the event in Cologne, Pereles 
had tried his hand at a speed test over 100 metres, open 
only to heavier athletes, performing brilliantly.42

Despite the results, Pereles was restless; he was not 
happy with his situation. While not participating in 
the national championships, where the Czechoslovak 
Oldřich Pštros won,43 he was always considered the best 

light-heavyweight wrestler, but the shadow of Viktor 
Fischer loomed over his image. A native of Graz, Fischer 
was also very much loved in Vienna for his capacity for 
sacrifice, strength and seriousness shown in his long 
career, which began in 1910. In 1920 he won the World 
Championships in Vienna, the “counter-Olympic 
Games” for heavier athletics organised by the Austrians, 
in opposition to the Olympic Games of Antwerp.44 In 
1924 in Paris, only bad luck prevented him from winning 
a medal, and he had to settle for fifth place. For work 
reasons, in 1921 he left Vienna for Cologne, later won the 
two editions of the German Combat Games and in 1923 
won a national title, in the middleweight. The press 
considered him the strongest Austrian wrestler ever.45

In December 1926, Vienna managed to set up two 
interesting Austro-German duels in weightlifting. In this 
sport, the high-level rivalry between the two countries 
was very strong. In the lightweight category, the new 
German star Wilhelm Reinfrank46 and the future Olympic 
champion Viennese Hans Haas47 faced each other, while 
in the heavyweight, the great lifter, Josef Straßberger, 
who had been penalised by the Olympic boycott 
against Germany,48 competed against the Austrian press 
specialist, Rudolf Schilberg.49

As a secondary match (or undercard), there was a 
Graeco-Roman wrestling exhibition between Pereles 
and Fischer. When Pereles challenged Trestler, he 
was training Fischer himself, the athlete who always 
represented the real obstacle to Austria’s supremacy. 
This match was crucial. The expert Fischer dominated 
two-thirds of the fight, and in the last part Pereles 
found a way to oppose him, but failed to overturn the 
net outcome of the match. Beyond the favourable 
impression of the press, the verdict was clear, and Fischer 
remained the strongest.50
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At this point in his career, Pereles turned professional 
and joined the ranks of the Internationaler Ringer 
Verband (IRV), an association established by several 
German-speaking wrestlers in 1921. In the two years 
1927 and 1928 he participated in eight tournaments, 
including the so-called Olympic Games for professional 
wrestlers in Berlin in the summer of 1927,51 but his result 
was decidedly negative. At the end of long, fatiguing 
and exhausting competitions, Pereles also accumulated 
other injuries. He also failed to gain access to economic 
wealth.

In 1929 Pereles made another choice, like a number 
of Austrian sportsmen of his era. He joined the Workers’ 
Sports Movement, which was going through a period of 
growth and expansion, effectively encompassing half of 
the country’s sportsmen.52 He also joined the renowned 
sport club, Straßenbahner Sportvereinigung, which gave 
him a good job and ample freedom to devote himself to 
sporting activities.

In the field of heavier athletics, thanks above all to 
the weightlifters, Austria was at the world summit of 
the Sozialistische Arbeitersport Internationale (SASI), the 
leftist movement not aligned with the Soviet Union. The 
records of the weightlifters competed with those of the 
bourgeois movement.53

The situation was different in Graeco-Roman 
wrestling, where Finland and Germany were the 
strongest countries. Through his new association, 
Pereles found several fighters he fought against in the 
past, especially Sax and Hans Uhl,54 against whom he 
competed in the light-heavyweight class. The big target 
of the movement was the Vienna Workers’ Olympic 
Games, for which financial resources were invested and 
the effort to recruit was also noted. The Austrian socialist 
body wanted to win as much as possible and recruited 
renowned athletes; these athletes were not asked to join 
the socialist body and were simply offered a prestigious 
competition with training facilities. In fact once the 
Workers’ Olympics were over, several athletes left without 
any socialist affiliation.55

The Viennese Workers’ “Olympic” games

Pereles was highly engaged in team competitions and 
sporting and political propaganda events. There was 
little space for individuality, but the Olympic event 
seemed to favour him. Despite the defeat in the final 
of the Vienna Championship of 1931 by Uhl, Pereles was 
considered the man of hope in the light-heavyweight,56 
while Sax was diverted to the heavyweight. In his class, 
enrolled in a great proletarian Viennese festival, Pereles 
also found Kadmon, who had perhaps been overlooked 
in Hakoah, and who was drawn, like many, to the 
rare opportunity of having Olympic Games in his own 
city. Many Viennese and Austrian bourgeois athletes 

excelled at the national level but were excluded from 
international competitions. The Workers’ Movement 
opened the first opportunity for admission to the 
Olympics, but Vienna had never organised summer 
Olympic Games. Was this a future chance to achieve 
placement at a prestigious competition? Apart from 
weightlifting, the competitive standards of the Workers’ 
Movement was of a low calibre.

The Viennese Workers’ Olympic Games were a 
grandiose celebration of spectacular participation and 
vibrant political content.57 In the competitive field, 
Austria won the unofficial ranking by nations, driven 
by weightlifters, swimmers, cyclists, team sports and, 
surprisingly, by athletics representatives. However, the 
results were not as positive for wrestling.58 The acclaimed 
champion Franz Hametner in the middleweight reached 
second place, Austria took successes in the junior field, 
but the only great former competitor who won was 
Alois Totuschek, among the heavyweight for veterans. 
Another ace that was relied on, Josef Ager, placed fourth 
in the heavyweight, while Pereles was disappointingly 
fifth in the light-heavyweight. A defeat after 10 seconds 
against the Finn Härmaa cancelled all his ambitions. Not 
even Sax, Uhl or Kadmon managed to place among the 
top three.

The 34-year-old Pereles was aware that this defeat 
marked the end of his career and his dreams of resound-
ing victory, but he could not remain in the sports move-

Rudolf Pereles, who later used the name Perner, joined worker sports after his professional 

 career. In 1931 he took part in the Workers’  World Games in Vienna (in the photo above, in the 

fight against his compatriot Kuba). He regained his amateur status in 1934 and rejoined Hakoah 

Vienna. His last match was held three days before his death. Three hundred people attended the 

funeral of this popular athlete.   Photo: Ingbro



52

ment which did not share his ideals. Also Kadmon, Ager, 
Totuschek and other champions of other sports disci-
plines followed his example, leaving the movement af-
ter the great event.59

Pereles changed once again and asked for help 
from his old club, WAC, and was appointed master of 
gymnastics in a related section. The WAC concentrated 
much of its energy on soccer, while once glorious 
sections, such as athletics and swimming, were no 
longer successful. The fencing section closed in 1933, 
despite the achievement of some excellent results.

At the beginning of 1934, Pereles asked the WAC 
steering committee to re-open the wrestling section, 
but after initial enthusiasm, the club did not accept his 
proposal.60

Pereles implemented yet another breakthrough, 
returning to Hakoah for the second time. In that year, 
the strongest wrestler of the club, Nikolaus Hirschl, a 
double bronze medallist at the 1932 Los Angeles Olympic 
Games, left Austria for Palestine.61 In the heavier classes, 
reinforcements were needed, and Pereles still felt useful. 

Hakoah was now fighting growing anti-semitism 
in this sport. The Team Championships had been 
reactivated, Markus had remained the athletic trainer 
and technical guide, but was no longer the captain 
who assisted in tournaments and matches. It was 
Oskar Günser who had that job and who defended his 
athletes in case of controversial verdicts, but was often 
disqualified.62

After waiting the six months required for registration of 
his affiliation, Pereles returned to the competitive stage 
in 1935, demonstrating that he had not lost his old skill of 
earning points through clever tactics.63

At the end of the year, Markus left Hakoah. The 
difficult task was provisionally taken on by another great 
champion, Ludwig Schlanger.64 The 1936 Berlin Olympic 
Games deeply scarred the prestigious Jewish club with, 
on one side, the courageous refusal to participate by 
the swimmers Judith Deutsch, Ruth Langer and Lucie 
Goldner,65  but conversely, the participation in the 
Games by Alfred König, Grete Neumann, Alfred Guth 
and wrestler Erich Fincsus. The club initially suspended 
the affiliation of these four athletes, but later those 
who asked for re-admission were welcomed.66 Hakoah 
had to think about strengthening its ranks in all its 
disciplines.

Gone but not forgotten

On 1 December, receiving the umpteenth attestation 
of trust in his life and career, Pereles was appointed 
technical manager for wrestling. Unfortunately, it was a 
joy of short duration. On 6 December he was found dead 
in his home where he lived alone. Some newspapers 
reported that the death had already occurred two days 
prior. On Thursday, 3 December, he had wrestled against 
Glaser.67

He was cremated in the prestigious cemetery of 
Vienna. It was a sad, if not macabre circumstance, for at 
the entrance to the same cemetery there was a statue 
for which he had been the model. The condolences from 
Hakoah, the world of wrestling and other sportsmen was 
profound. At the funeral ceremony, the entire football 
team participated in his memory.68

A talented and restless athlete, of middle rank in the 
national field, passed away in tragedy. He had not been 
able to go beyond the limits of his talent, despite the 
fact that federations, associations and experts saw his 
potential to exceed his results. He was certainly unaware 
that his photo shoot in the autumn of 1924 would 
serve more than 70 years later to rekindle an Olympic 
controversy. �
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Tennis player Hedwig Rosenbaum was one of the first 
women to take part in the Olympic Games. At the 1900 
Games in Paris, she was third in both the ladies singles 
and mixed doubles. As such she was one of the very first 
women to win an Olympic medal and is certainly the first 
from what is now known as the Czech Republic to do so. 
Until recently, though, little was known about her life, 
but this is her story.

Introduction

Pierre de Coubertin came up with the concept of a 
specific “sporting geography” in 1911, noting that “there 
is an athletic geography that may differ at times from 
a political geography”.1 At that time it was disputed as 
to whether the Czech Olympic team should retain its 
separate position in Stockholm 1912. The Bohemian 
Lands (Bohemia, Moravia, Austrian Silesia) were still 

a part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. They were 
represented by the Austro-Hungarian teams. A similar 
question arose with the Finnish Olympic team, because 
Finland was, at that time, a part of the tsarist Russia.

National historiographies and sports statisticians 
resolved the problem of (dis)continuity after 1918 by 
simply accepting the institutional succession, thus 
neglecting the qualitative identity changes that 
occurred. There is a strong tendency towards national 
historiography in the sub-discipline of sports history, 
just as it was the case in political history. It could 
however, be countered that there is a discrepancy 
between the retrospective analytical and the authentic 
historical categories. 

 Although Hedwig Rosenbaum was the very first 
woman from the Bohemian Lands to win an Olympic 
medal. It was not until 117 years after she had won her 
medals that the true facts about her were established. 
These discoveries in 2017 made this paper possible.2

However utilitarian it may seem at first glance, 
Coubertin’s arguments for “sporting geography” might 
well receive some support from present-day scholars. 
According to Pierre Bourdieu’s field theory, sport is a 
relatively autonomous social-spatial arena operating 
under specific rules. Just as in other fields (art, science, 
etc.), the relativity of its autonomy is determined by 
given political, economic, social or cultural borders. 
Nevertheless, its structure and autonomy is quite strong: 
unlike in art for example, there are written rules that 
must be respected, referees and other authorities who 
see to the fairness of the contest, and governing bodies 
that sanction formal and serious violations of the rules 
and regulations.3

The history of sport in Austria-Hungary shows many 
similarities with political development in the region. 
Parliamentary obstructions had their counterparts in 
various sport boycotts that haunted the Czech-German 
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relations within the monarchy. “Sport politics” was 
discussed by the Czech National Council (Národní rada 
česká) and advocated by such personalities as Karel 
Kramář and Zdeněk V. Tobolka, Young-Czech members of 
parliament.4 Josef Václav Kaufmann, an influential Czech 
sports journalist, recapitulated the “thirteen years” 
struggle for Czech state rights” to independence against 
Vienna in association football in 1910.5

 On the other hand, Czech sport had achieved a more 
autonomous international position than any other 
field of the public life. Czech athletes were allowed to 
participate at the early Olympic Games as a separate 
team (because of the efforts of Jiří Guth who had been 
one of the founders of the IOC) from 1900 to 1912. Around 
1910, sport was recognized as an important international 
factor and a far stricter institutionalisation started to 
threaten autonomous international representation in 
sport. It was unlikely that this autonomy would endure 
at the planned 1916 Games in Berlin. Diplomatic pressure 
from Vienna grew stronger and the Czechs were expected 
to be part of the Austrian team. There was a similar 
tendency in football and other sports, too.6 

If there is a definable picture of Hedwig Rosenbaum 
in sports historiography, it has been centred around her 
Jewishness, an arbitrary point of view induced by post-
holocaust scholars.  As if it did matter that

some sources claim that Hedwig Rosenbaum, who 
won medals in singles and mixed doubles tennis 
in 1900 representing Bohemia, a Czech province of 
Austria-Hungary, was Jewish, and the first Jewish 
woman to win an Olympic medal.”7

Was this relevant or is it just one of the misleading 
identi ties that have been constructed around Hedwig 
 Rosenbaum? It can be argued that it does not take into 
consideration her own sense of identity. Rather than 
Rosenbaum’s lifeworld, it indicates the author’s value 
system. This paper would like to correct this error by ana-
lysing hitherto unexamined archival and printed sources.

Personal life

Hedwig Rosenbaum (the Czech form Hedvika 
Rosenbaumová was not used before 1945) was indeed 
of “Jewish” origin. She was born Hedwig Austerlitz on 
3 July 1864 in Prague. Her father was the tradesman 
and entrepreneur Moses Austerlitz, her mother Rachel 
Austerlitz, née Mislap.

Rosenbaum was a member of the German-speaking 
Jewish minority of Prague. This was a community from 
which writers Franz Kafka and Franz Werfel emerged in 
the next generation. According to the census of 1890, 
there were almost 20,000 inhabitants (nearly 9% of the 
city’s population) of Jewish faith in Prague.8

Older biographic dictionaries claimed Hedwig 
Austerlitz was born in 1880.9 This is an error caused by 
confusion in interpretation of the sources. The Prague 
residents’ registry lists two women of this name, born 
in 1880 and 1891.10 Since the latter would be nine years 
old at the time of the 1900 Olympics, the former woman 
named (née Oesterreicher) was assumed to be correct. 
Many Olympic publications list her giving the incorrect 
biographical data 1880–1927.

Right: Dr. Siegfried 

 Rosenbaum 

 (Raabe-Jenkins), 

drawing by 

Emil Weiss.
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In fact, Hedwig Rosenbaum the Olympic tennis player 
had changed her name by the time the residents’ 
registry was compiled. This fact was recently established 
by historians.11 They were able to clarify the correct facts 
with a simple check in the registry of marriages. Here the 
correct birth date can be found. However, her life story 
has remained unexplored.

Hedwig Austerlitz was born into a well-to-do 
family. Her father Moses was commonly described as a 
wholesale dealer (in German: Großhändler). As far as we 
know, there were four children: Robert (b. 28 November 
1862), Hedwig (b. 3 July 1864), Melanie (b. 25 November 
1868) and Ottilie (b. 1 November 1870).12

We know little about Hedwig’s early years but on 28 
March 1886, she was married in the Prague “Tempel”.13 
Her husband Siegfried Rosenbaum, nicknamed “Bim” 
by his friends, was to become a “well-known figure” 
within the German-speaking community of Prague.14 
He was the most prominent German-speaking sports 
journalist in Bohemia. The writer Friedrich Torberg wrote 
of “numerous anecdotes associated” with him.15

Siegfried Rosenbaum was born in Vienna on 2 
February 1860. He attended the preparatory school 
in Česká Lípa/Böhmisch-Leipa in North Bohemia and 
studied law at the Charles-Ferdinand University in 
Prague and possibly also in Dresden and Bonn between 
1878 and 1884.16 He became a legal clerk in Královské 
Vinohrady/Königliche Weinberge, today a part of 
Prague.

He even opened his own practice in Prague in the 
1890s but was becoming increasingly involved in sport. 
He worked as a sports journalist for the Prager Tagblatt. 
He was a member of its editorial staff from 1893. He may 
have been the first professional sports journalist in the 
Bohemian Lands. As one of his obituaries put it, his life’s 
work was the sports column in the Prager Tagblatt. 

Siegfried Rosenbaum was an all-round sportsman 
himself. He was an enthusiastic cyclist, tennis player, 
fencer, jockey, motor sport expert and one of the 
first drivers in Prague. He was also an aviator, football 
official with the Deutscher Fußball-Club Prague, football 
and ice-hockey referee, head of the German Football 
Referees Association in Czechoslovakia, etc. He was also 
keen on water sports. In 1904, for example, he rowed 
from Prague to Hamburg in 16 days despite the low water 
level. He also produced one of the first translations of 
football and ice-hockey rules in Bohemia.17

However interesting Siegfried Rosenbaum’s life may 
be, let us return to his enigmatic spouse. When do 
we lose track of Hedwig Rosenbaum? Things became 
complicated in the first decade of the 20th century. In 
1904, her husband Siegfried converted from Judaism 
to Roman-Catholicism. He was baptised at St. Henry’s 
parish church in Prague. The same step may well have 
been taken by Hedwig herself.

This was a common step taken by Austrian Jews 
who wished to better their chances in public life.18 
On 8 June 1909, the Lower Austria regional government 
approved the change of Siegfried Rosenbaum’s name 
to Siegfried Raabe-Jenkins, an act that would have 
further concealed his Jewishness. Thereafter, his wife 
was known as Hedwig Raabe.19 This change confused 
many sports historians. At the time of the 1900 
Olympics she was a Jewish woman called Hedwig 
Rosenbaum, by 1910 she became a Roman Catholic 
known as Hedwig Raabe.

The search in Catholic Church registers is far more 
complicated because there were so many Prague 
parishes. That is why the date of Hedwig’s death was 
not established until recently. Incidentally, Siegfried 
Rosenbaum’s new name seems to carry a deeper 
meaning. Hedwig herself published a story entitled 
“Girl and a Tennis Match” in Sport im Bild magazine 
(Berlin) under the name Hedwig Raabe as early as 
1898, well before the legal act of the name change 
was completed, and some of her translations used 
the same pseudonym. 

What did Hedwig Rosenbaum-Raabe do outside of 
sport? Like many of her aristocratic and upper-middle- 

Hedwig Raabe (Rosenbaum) in nursing uniform during First World War.

Photo: National Archives Prague
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class friends, she dedicated herself to public welfare 
and culture. She also volunteered as a nurse during 
First World War. The only known photograph shows her 
dressed in a nursing uniform.20 City directories registered 
her as a “Private”.

In 1916 she was mentioned as the owner of the regional 
liberal daily newspaper Silesia in Teschen/Těšín. This was 
a paper which had been published by her brother-in-law 
Heinrich Mercy. After his death in 191221 and the passing 
of Hedwig’s sister in 1916, she took their place shortly at 
the newspaper. Siegfried and Hedwig Raabe were also 
made guardians of her sister’s children between 1916 and 
1919.22 In the first half of the 1920s, she was officially an 
employee of her nephew’s publishing house Heinrich 
Mercy Sohn. From 1921, she ran a shop selling arts and 
crafts materials, embroideries and handmade fabric. She 
exhibited her goods under the brandname Melviga.

Many in the circles in which she moved were 
Anglophiles. Her husband chose his new surname, 
Raabe-Jenkins, in honour of a well known British 
football player. He also visited England and spoke 
English.23 

Hedwig Rosenbaum’s admiration for England 
included art. She translated for the Prager Tagblatt – 
for example Mary Cholmondeley’s novel Moth and Rust 
(1903).24 Together with her husband she translated 
Pembroke Arnold Vaile’s book Modern Lawn-Tennis 
(1905).25 It is also likely she sometimes played under the 
name O. Wilkins. In Prague, her mixed doubles tennis 
partner was T. H. Nash and at the 1900 Olympics she 
played alongside Archibald Warden of Great Britain.

Her husband Siegfried died on 24 June 1925. They had 
had no children.26 After this date, historians were unable 
to find any traces of Hedwig Rosenbaum-Raabe, though 
the Prague telephone directory registered a telephone 
number under her husband’s name at the same address 
until 1939. To follow Hedwig’s trail further, it is necessary 
to look at her siblings. Her youngest sister Ottilie married 
the owner of the Prager Tagblatt and other Heinrich 
Mercy newspapers. She had died in 1916. Her sister 
Melanie also played tennis. She married a man called 
Glaser and died in 1925.27

Rosenbaum’s longest surviving sibling was her 
eccentric brother Robert Austerlitz. He started working 
as a sports journalist for the Bohemia newspaper in 
Prague, then he became editor of the feuilleton column 
for the Prager Tagblatt. He had been a goalkeeper in 
one of the earliest teams in Prague in the 1890s. He was 
also a passionate dancer, including modern dances like 
Charleston. Later he became the director of a weaving 
and spinning mill. In his final years, he pursued an 
artistic career. He made his debut as graphic designer at 
the Arts and Crafts Museum in Prague at the age of 70. A 
catalogue of his work was published in 1937. He died in 
the same year in Vienna.

An obituary in the Deutsche Zeitung Bohemia mentions a 
surviving sister Hedwig.28 This significantly narrowed the 
scope of research. Eventually, her name was discovered 
in one of the death registers in Prague. She died on 31 
July 1939 in Prague-Kleinseite (Malá Strana), on a street 
called Újezd, at the age of 75. This was shortly after the 
Nazi occupation of the Bohemian Lands but before their 
anti-semitic legislation took full effect.29

Since Hedwig Rosenbaum-Raabe had no children, 
little was known about her. After the Second World War 
there were only indirect heirs. Her brother’s son lived in 
London in 1939 and renounced the heritage in favour of 
her nieces Mathilde Mimi Mercy-Weizenbeck-Benies 
(1897 Prague–1982 Munich) and Elisabeth Kunigunde 
Mercy Nostitz (1901 Prague–1983 Wiener Neustadt), who 
lived in the family castle Groß Kletzan/Klecany in 1939. 
Surprisingly, both were described as Aryan during the 
probate proceedings.30 They inherited mainly furniture 
and jewellery.

Incidentally, Hedwig Rosenbaum’s brother-in-law 
Max Benies (her niece Mathilde’s second husband), was 
an outstanding rider.31 He was prevented from taking 
part in the 1920 Olympics in Antwerp as a result of the 
Czechoslovak authorities’ decision not to allow national 
minorities and Jews to represent the republic in the first 
Games after 1918. Although he was nominated by the 
Jockey Club, he was not allowed to join the Olympic team 
because the Czechoslovak Sports Union (Československá 
sportovní obec) refused to accept his nomination 
unless evidence could be provided of his Czechoslovak 
nationality.32 

Sporting career

Prague was considered one of the main early tennis 
centres in the monarchy. Tennis was played there by 
both Czechs and Germans. As a sport popular with the 
upper classes, it was also a favourite sport amongst 
the Prague Jews, who belonged to the wealthiest 
social strata around 1900. It is peculiar, though, that 
a bulky three-volume work Jews in Czechoslovakia 
does not mention Hedwig at all, stating only that “Jews 
[from the Bohemian Lands] began to compete in tennis 
in the early 1900s.”33

She was one of the first generation of tennis players in 
Prague. The first mention of her tennis career only came 
in 1894 when she was already 30 years old. This may have 
been because there had not been authentic tour naments 
in Bohemia before this time. Nevertheless,  Hedwig 
Rosenbaum must surely have played the game before this 
as she was runner-up in the first Austrian Lawn-Tennis 
Tournament, held in Prague in 1894. At first these com-
petitions were organised by Hedwig’s husband with a 
handful of his friends. In 1897 organisation was taken over 
by the newly founded Prague Lawn-Tennis Club.34
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Rosenbaum played in the tournament for eleven 
consecutive years between 1894 and 1904, when she 
reached the finals against Bromfield. She was the last 
of those who had taken part in the inaugural year to 
still be an active player.35 As a member of the Prague 
Lawn-Tennis-Club, she competed with the likes of 
Leopoldine and Karoline (Kara) Countesses Nostitz, 
Leopoldine (Dinka) Baronesse von Ringhoffer and other 
aristocratic and upper middle class ladies, including a 
number of English players. Rosenbaum never won the 
tournament’s singles, though she became a champion 
in mixed doubles handicap with “her old partner” T. H. 
Nash, a Vienna-based Englishman, in 1898 and 1899. In 
doubles, Rosenbaum sometimes teamed up with her 
sister Melanie Glaser.36 

From 1894 onwards she took part in countless 
tournaments, mainly in German-speaking Central 
Europe. These were in such cities as Prague, Reichenberg/
Liberec, Marienbad/Mariánské Lázně, Vienna, Gmunden, 
Bad Aussee, Weißenbach am Lech, Berlin, Dresden 
and Hamburg. She played both singles and doubles, 
including mixed doubles and handicap tournaments.

Rosenbaum enjoyed some tournament success. Her 
biggest victory came in 1899 at a tournament in Berlin 
1899, although the American Tennis Yearbook claimed

the class of players in the Ladies’ Championships of 

Berlin was rather poor this year, – last years’ winner, 
the Countess Schulenburg not being at the meeting. 
Frau Dr. Rosenbaum, who won the cup this year, is 
from Prague in Austria.37

In 1903, while her husband represented Austria at 
the Lawn-Tennis Association congress during the 
Wimbledon tournament, she played in Reading, where 
she came third in ladies’ doubles. She found the quality 
of first class English players “overwhelming” compared 
to continental players.38

By 1905, Rosenbaum’s tennis career was coming 
to an end. She rarely played in public,39 but she made 
occasional appearances until 1908 by which time 
she was 44. Her Olympic career had been short. She 
only played at the 1900 Games. She registered for the 
Olympics as a private individual from Prague, and was 
not part of the Czech, or the Austrian team. Like many 
Jews, she felt her closest affinity to the city of Prague, 
whose German-speaking Jewish inhabitants had little 
knowledge of, or interest in national quarrels. Today, her 
medals are mostly listed as representing Bohemia. 

Rosenbaum, who was 36 at the time, paid an entry 
fee of 10 francs for the singles and five francs for the 
mixed doubles tournament. The competitions took 
place on the Île de Puteaux tennis courts. To win her 

Left: Charlotte Cooper of Great Britain was the first Olympic women’s singles tennis champion. She had previously won at Wimbledon in 1895, 1896 

and 1898. After her marriage, she won again in 1901 and in 1908 under her married name of Sterry at the age of 37. In the 1900 Paris Olympics, she 

beat the French Hélène Prévost (right) 6-1, 6-4 in the final.   Photo: La Vie au Grand Air
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two bronze medals, she had to win only one match 
in Paris; with only six participants in ladies’ singles, 
Rosenbaum advanced to the semi-finals without 
having to play a single match. She then lost 1-6, 1-6 
to the French Hélène Prévost. A bronze medal match 
was not scheduled. The two defeated semi-finalists, 
Rosenbaum and Marion Jones (USA) are both credited as 
bronze medallists.

In the first round of the mixed doubles, Rosenbaum 
and Warden beat Kate Gillou/Pierre Verdé-Delisle 6-3, 
3-6, 6-2, losing the semi-finals to Hélène Prévost/Harold 
Mahony 3-6, 0-6. The Official Report records that 
instead of medals, Rosenbaum won an objet d’art 
valued at 150 francs (for third place in the singles) and 
a similar prize worth 100 francs (for the third place in 
mixed doubles tournament).40 

Few people noticed her “success” in Bohemia. 
Most of them may not have been aware that she 
had even taken part in the Olympic Games. For even 
her husband’s sports column mentioned only the 
World Fair’s Tournament or simply a Lawn-Tennis 
Tournament in Paris.41 The 1900 Olympics saw Hedwig 
Rosenbaum at the peak of her career.

She was unable to compete with the top English 
or French players, such as Charlotte “Chattie” Cooper, 
who won the tournament, or runner-up Hélène 
Prévost, but was one of the leading Central European 
players at the time. Her social status was as important 
as her playing ability in opening the way for her to 
take part in the Olympics. �
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5 Kaufmann, J. V., Třináct let bojů proti Vídni o uznání samostatnosti ve 

sportu footballovém, In-House Publication, Praha (1910).
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The aim of this article is to highlight how the term 
“Paralympic” was derived historically and how its 
meaning has changed over the last 60 years since its first 
use or forms of its use in the 1950s.

There is often confusion as to where the term 
“Paralympic” derives. Girginov and Parry1 claim that it 
is a misconception that the word “Paralympic” derives 
from the term paraplegic and in its current modern-
day usage this is true. Research reveals that the earliest 
written use of the term appears in the summer issue 
of The Cord  in 1951, when David Hinds, a paraplegic at 
Stoke Mandeville hospital wrote an article entitled “Alice 
at the Paralympiad”, which was a parody on Alice in 
Wonderland.2

However, what that article does not explain is how 
the term came about. A possible clue comes from two 
articles in a special edition of The Cord celebrating ten 
years of the Spinal Unit in 1954.3 In one article, Dora T. 
Bell, the physiotherapist attached to the unit, refers to 
the “Paraolympics of Stoke Mandeville” and in a second 
article Ward Sister Merchant refers to the “Paraplegic 
Olympics”.4 It would appear then that this early usage 
of the term was a contrived amalgamation of the words 
paraplegic and Olympics.

Sir Ludwig Guttmann was the catalyst that initiated 
others with the link between his patients and the 
sportsmen and women of that early post-Second World 
War period. He suggested, probably to the incredulity 
of those present except his most ardent followers, that 
these local Stoke Mandeville events for paraplegics 
“would achieve world-wide fame as the disabled men 
and women’s equivalent of the Olympic Games”.5

As an aside his generous use of the term to encompass 
all “disabled men and women” when he actually meant 
his immediate impaired family (paraplegics) is one of 
the reasons the eventual use of the term and its now 
acceptable meaning took so long to be accepted by the 
wider community of athletes with impairments.

The link between the Olympic Games and Stoke 
Mandeville began innocuously enough at the first Stoke 
Mandeville Games. The single sport event, an archery 
competition between two teams from Stoke Mandeville 
and the Royal Star and Garter Home for Injured War 
Veterans in Richmond, Surrey, was made up of 14 ex-
servicemen and 2 ex-service women. The auspicious date 

of Thursday 29 July 1948 was chosen for the event, the 
exact same day as the opening ceremony for the Games 
of the XIVth Olympiad at Wembley in London less than 
35 miles away.6 There is no solid evidence that this was 
a deliberate choice of date by Guttmann: the evidence 
suggests it was more a celebration of the handing over of 
an accessible bus by Sir Brunel Cohen of the British Legion 
Association to the then-Minister of Pensions for use by 
the patients at Stoke Mandeville. 

However, there is no doubt as to the desire of 
Guttmann to create an annual event with “Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital, Chaseley, Lyme Green, the Star and 
Garter Home, the Polish hospital at Penley plus a team of 
Old Boys Living at Home” (the group of former patients 
now living independent lives) all competing in the 1949 
Games, with netball added to the programme and the 
number of sports and participants growing rapidly in the 
following years.7

It was at these second Stoke Mandeville 1949 Games, 
that Dr. Guttmann first made the link which created the 
genesis of the word “Paralympic”. His pronouncement 
that summer’s day, that the Stoke Mandeville Games 
would one day become recognised as the paraplegic’s 
equivalent of the Olympic Games, certainly showed 
remarkable foresight, given that he himself admitted 
that, despite the widely accepted success of the day, the 
statement was met with very little shared optimism from 
those gathered in the audience, which may have been 
due to the fact that there were only 37 athletes taking part 
in two sports. 

However this did lead to one of the local newspapers 
covering the event to publish an article entitled 
“‘Olympic Games’ of Disabled Men is Born at Stoke”.8 
Putting aside the rather obvious gender bias of this 
headline (at least four of the competitors that day were 
women), this was the first where local papers and slowly 
national and international papers used the tenuous link 
between the Stoke Mandeville Games and the Olympic 
Games in their coverage.

The persistence and evolution of the word “Paralympic” 
is perhaps best explained by the fact that Guttmann 
and the Stoke Mandeville Unit, where he was employed 
to lead rehabilitation of patients, was solely focussed 
on patients with paraplegia. Instead of referring to the 
Games as the Stoke Mandeville Games in his speeches, 

The Genesis and Meaning 
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Guttmann had a habit of calling 
them the Paraplegic Games. As an 
example of this and in keeping 
with his vision connecting the Stoke 
Mandeville Games to the Olympic 
Games, Guttmann, in his opening 
speech at the Games of 1952, was quick to 
point out that the Olympic Games were in progress 
in Helsinki and not for the first time, that he hoped that 
“one day the paraplegic games would be as international 
and as widely known in its own sphere as the Olympics.”9 
Stoke Mandeville in 1952 was his first international event 
with the presence of four Dutch paraplegic veterans, 
which established a special relationship between the UK 
and the Netherlands that continues to this day.

This linking of the Paraplegic Games with the Olympic 
Games led in 1953 to the first known newspaper usage of 
the term “Paralympics” when the Bucks Advertiser and 
Aylesbury News published a piece headed “‘Paralympics’ 

Of 1953 – Just What The Doctor Ordered!”10 Also in August 
1953, the first mention of Paralympics in a mainstream 
United States magazine  appeared when  the famous 
Time magazine ran a brief article with the headline 
“Paralympics of 1953”.

In the programme for those 1953 Games at Stoke 
Mandeville, Guttmann wrote, “Like the Olympic Games, 
which were started by a small group of people who 
believed in sport as a great medium for furthering true 
sportsmanship and understanding amongst human 
beings, our Stoke Mandeville Games will, we believe, 
unite paralyzed men and women of different nations to 
take their rightful place in the field of sport.”

Those early Games attracted many personalities of the 
day, sports heroes, senior politicians and others. At the 
1954 version David Cecil, Paris Gold medallist 400 metres 

The Fearnley Cup (miniature copy), which was awarded to the Stoke Mandeville Hospital in 1956. The prize had been  donated by the Norwegian 

IOC Member Thomas Fearnley in 1950. It was awarded to sports clubs which had made outstanding contributions to the Olympic Movement. 

As IOC Chancellor Otto Mayer was uncertain whether this would also apply to disabled sports. He submitted the proposal of the New Zealand IOC 

Member Sir Arthur Porritt at the session in  Melbourne. It was accepted without dissent. Sir Arthur presented the cup and diploma to his fellow 

 surgeon Dr. Guttmann (photo left). The award of this trophy was discontinued in 1973. This followed the IOC decision to reduce the number 

of awards.  The original is in the Olympic Museum.   ©IWAS
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hurdles made a brief speech. In 1955 Roger Bannister, 
the first under four minute miler presented medals and 
is quoted as saying, “I regard you as world record holders 
in your own Paralympics”.  

The connection between those early Paraplegic Games 
and the Olympic Games was further strengthened by 
the IOC Member for Norway (1927-1948) with the very 
English sounding name, Sir Thomas Fearnley (1880-1950). 
Fearnley was also President of the Norwegian Federation 
of Ship Owners. Just before his death he decided to offer 
a cup in his name, to become known as the Fearnley Cup, 
which was awarded annually by the IOC between 1950 
and 1974 to a sports club for its outstanding merit in the 
name of Olympism.11 

The original cup remains at Campagne de Mon-Repos 
in Lausanne, Switzerland as recipients received a replica 
miniature and a diploma.12

At the Stoke Mandeville Games of 1956 some of the 
prizes were presented by Sir (later Lord) Arthur Porritt, 
himself a surgeon and also an IOC Member for Great 
Britain.13 At the Games he is reported as stating that “the 
spirit of these Games goes beyond the Olympic Games 
spirit. You compete not only with skill and endurance 
but with courage and bravery too.”14

The Games so impressed him that a few weeks later 
he wrote to Otto Mayer, Chancellor of the IOC nominating 
the Games for the Fearnley Cup.15 He also assured Herr 
Mayer that he was certain that the nomination would 
be backed by Lord Burghley, Great Britain’s other IOC 
Member at the time, who had also presented prizes at 
the 1954 Stoke Mandeville Games.

Otto Mayer replied less than a week later stating that he 
was uncertain about the eligibility of the Games as the 
cup was awarded for “meritorious achievement in the 
service of the Olympic Movement”.16 However, he put the 
nomination forward anyway and at the IOC Session held 
in conjunction with the Olympic Games in Melbourne 
two months later the members voted to award the 
Fearnley Cup to the organisers of the Stoke Mandeville 
Games. 

This was the first time the cup had ever been awarded 
to a British organisation or any kind of disability sport 
organisation anywhere. There may be some who might 
argue that the organisers of the Stoke Mandeville Games 
were an international organisation, which might have 
made them ineligible for the Fearnley Cup as it was not 
a sports club.  However at that time the Stoke Mandeville 
Games were organised and paid for out of national funds 
that were totally raised from companies, organisations 
and charities within the United Kingdom. 

In addition, the organisation of the International Stoke 
Mandeville Games at that time was also almost entirely 
carried out by staff members and volunteers from Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital and the Spinal Injuries Centre. The 
International Stoke Mandeville Games Committee as an 
International Federation was not constituted until the 
Meeting of Trainers at the end of the 1959 International 
Games. Therefore in effect, the Stoke Mandeville Games 
were organised by a local club that held open sports 
events at national and international levels.

The replica cup and diploma were presented to 
Dr. Guttmann by Sir Arthur Porritt in a special ceremony 
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held on 30 January 1957 at the British Olympic Association 
headquarters in London.17

The award of the Fearnley Cup motivated Dr. Guttmann 
to dream of far bigger things as is shown in the report 
of his opening speech at the 1957 Games when, with 
reference to the Fearnley Cup he is reported to have stated 
“I hope this is only the beginning of a closer connection 
between the Stoke Mandeville Games and the Olympic 
Games. In the past few years I have always emphasised 
that the Stoke Mandeville Games have become the 
equivalent of the Olympic Games.” He apparently went 
on to say that after the splendid recognition by the 
Olympic Committee in awarding them the Fearnley Cup 
he hoped that the Olympic Games would soon be open to 
disabled sportsmen and women.18 

This latter ambition is one that has been the focus 
of hours of debate, discussion and disagreement on all 
sides ever since: perhaps a fitting subject for a future 
article. Suffice to say that many Olympic zonal games 
have included events for impaired athletes in the past 
until they matured enough to hold their own versions – 
the ParaPanAmerican Games, the Asian Paralympic 
Games and of course the Commonwealth Games, which 
continue to this day to include events in a number of 
sports where the athletes with impairments are full 
members of their national teams and their medal 
successes contribute to the overall medal table.

What becomes clear from all the above is the growing 
use of the term “Paralympic” by the media. Increasingly 
from the 1950s it was used to refer to all the Stoke 
Mandeville Games held annually from its first use in 1953 

up to 1959 as is reinforced by the heading in the New York 
Times of 21 August 1960, which stated: “US to send 24 
Athletes to Rome for Annual “Paralympics” Event”.19

These reported deliberate attempts to link the Stoke 
Mandeville Games with the host city of the Olympic 
Games every fourth year by moving the Games away 
from Stoke had an almost immediate impact on press 
usage of the term Paralympics. A good example of this is 
the local newspaper, the Bucks Advertiser and Aylesbury 
News, the first paper to use the term “Paralympic” back 
in 1953. 

In reporting on the Games at Stoke Mandeville 
from 1961 to 1963, it reverted to describing them as the 
International Stoke Mandeville Games. However it 
appears that once the much clearer link between the 
Stoke Mandeville Games and the Olympic Games had 
been made by moving them away from Stoke Mandeville 
in the Olympic year as with Rome 1960, the usage of the 
term “Paralympic” in its “Paraplegic Olympics” context 
became much more prolific and specific. 

From that 1960 point onwards, the word was now 
only referred to for each edition of the International 
Stoke Mandeville Games held in the Olympic year, but 
even then in no official sense. It should be noted that 
the “Paralympics” in its Paraplegic-Olympics sense only 
managed to be hosted in the same city as the Olympic 
Games on their first two occasions (Rome 1960 and Tokyo 
1964).

Tokyo 1964 has the distinction of using the term 
“Paralympic” most publically for the first time when 
the Olympic Organising Committee signed up a cigarette 

Far left: Toronto 1976 

Medal Certificate 

“Torontolympiad”. 

Right: Arnhem 1980 

Poster “Olympics for 

the Disabled”.



64

sponsor with the brand name Peace. Each Olympic sport 
was represented on a packet in a particular colour. The 
company, clearly with Tokyo 1964 approval designated 
one cover to Paralympic (see p. 62) and used the 
dove and five wheelchair wheels of that Organising 
Committee’s logo. The Games organisers actually 
had three names for the Games. These were; i. The 
International Stoke Mandeville Games (Dr. Guttmann’s 
preferred choice); ii. The Tokyo Games for the Physically 
Handicapped, and iii. Paralympics (The Organising 
Committee’s preferred choice, because it sounded nice). 
The Organising Committee actually produced three 
different sets of information for the Games, which were 
identical except for the name of the Games.

In 1968, 1972, 1976, 1980, 1984 they were held in other 
cities or countries. In 1968 in Tel Aviv & 1972 the title 
used was the International Stoke Mandeville Games 
for the Paralyzed. However, the term regularly appears 
during those later Games, albeit not as the main title 
but in other situations. For example in Heidelberg 1972, 
the fourth Games the athlete buses for the venues had 
their front signage as “Paralympics ’72” in spite of the 
fact that these Games may have included athletes with 
visual impairment in demonstration events for the first 
time.

In 1976 the Games title was the “Torontolympiad” and 
managed to scrape through IOC scrutiny, which was 
not the case in Arnhem 1980 where the title after much 
deliberation by the Dutch and the IOC was eventually 
allowed to be used was “Olympics for the Disabled 
Holland 1980”: however it came with the strict caveat 
“never again!”

In 1984 the Games were split between two venues, 
Stoke Mandeville (a late change after the failure of 
Champaign, Illinois, to raise sufficient funds) and New 
York – the former for wheelchair users and the latter 
for all other disabled athletes. These Stoke Mandeville 
Games designed a logo stating two banners – VII World 
Wheelchair Games and Paralympics UK 1984.  A version 
(see p. 65) using the Paralympics USA ’84 banner and a 
lion in a wheelchair was designed as a fundraising tool 
for the British team going to the Games in the USA by a 
British athlete/patient at Stoke Mandeville. However, 
when the Illinois section for wheelchair athletes was 
moved to Stoke Mandeville the “USA” was removed and 
it was used to raise funds not only for the British team 
but also for the Games operations generally, so dire was 
the financial situation in March 1984. 

However it is Seoul, South Korea and the Paralympic 
Games there in 1988 that has the distinction of initiating 
its use into everyday language globally.

At the start of this article, we pointed out that Girginov 
and Parry claim that it is a misconception that the 
word “Paralympic” derives from the term paraplegic. 
Although accurate for today’s definition the change 
from being understood as a shortening of “paraplegic 
Olympics” was actually forced upon the Games due to 
the development and inclusion of impairment groups 
other than paraplegics into the Games.

The modern day use and desire for a word like 
Paralympic, although not used came about in Toronto 
in 1976 when blind and visually impaired and amputee 
athletes were added to the programme for the first 
time. This meant that they could no longer be called 
the International Stoke Mandeville Games, nor could 
the term Paraplegic Olympics be applied, hence the 
contrived Torontolympiad.

In spite of its introduction and common acceptance 
that a collective noun was required for these complex 
Games involving so many groups, the word “Paralympic” 
created considerable annoyance and angst among 
certain groups – the visually impaired sports groups 
were particularly animated at this time. 

Understandably one can understand that they felt 
that they had not been welcomed with open arms 
into this wheelchair or even physically disabled sports 

1972 “Paralysed World Games” in  Heidelberg – the Games were then 
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world: they felt like second-class citizens. And then to 
compound the insult they were expected to compete 
under a banner whose derivation was “paraplegic”. 

However time is a great healer and it was clear to even 
the most intransigent the need to try to establish by 
a single word a place in society’s psyche, in contrast to 
the myriad of disparate sports organisations for people 
with different impairments which for 40 years struggled 
to capture people’s imagination and understanding. 
It needed that single word, like “Olympic”, which 
immediately creates in the mind of the recipient and 
particularly future hosts, sponsors and media, a quite 
specific and precise image of what was “in the can” – 
elite sport for people with impairments.

In the 1990s the IOC acknowledged their acceptance 
of the word “Paralympic” and its use for the Games with 
effect as initiated in 1988, where at the same time the 
Games finally returned to being hosted by the same city 
as the Olympic Games: a practise that has occurred ever 
since.

In 2001 the IOC and IPC Presidents signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) in which this use 
of  titles and marks and bilateral hosting of both the 
 Olympics and Paralympics was agreed. There have been 
 similar and regular updates of that IOC-IPC Agreement 
ever since. The most recent established that the IOC and 
IPC would co-register the word Paralympic to give its 
protection more strength.

But what of the word itself – what does it stand for, 
how does it translate? Those who opposed the term 30 
years ago readily accept that the word uses the prefix and 
Greek preposition “para” to mean “next to” or “running 
parallel” to the Olympic Games. However one can still 
hear those old antagonists to the word grinding their 
teeth in annoyance when it is used too freely in spite of 
their own long hours poring over world dictionaries, if 

for nothing more than just themselves, in the hope of 
finding a better and more acceptable word for this world 
movement of sport that has so captured the world’s 
attention. �
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448. | Rubén Acosta Hernández  | Mexico

Rubén Acosta, who was elected to the IOC in Sydney in 2000 as one of five 
presidents of an International Sports Federation (IF), studied Education, 
Science and Social Science from 1953 to 1957. He graduated from the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico in 1963 with a thesis on criminal law. From 
1963 to 1973 he was a lawyer for governmental affairs and supervisor for 
General Electric (Mexico).

After completing a course in Sports Administration, he became a 
consultant at the National Sports Institute (INDE). From 1978 to 2000, he 
worked as a private consultant in international trademark law, marketing 
and governmental procedures.

Acosta began his career in sports administration in 1965, when he 
became president of the Mexican Volleyball Federation. He was General 
Vice Director/General Director of Technical and Sports Organisation on the 
Organising Committee for the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexico City. In 1969, he 
founded the North, Central America and Caribbean Volleyball Confederation 
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On the recommendation of the IOC 2000 Commission it 
was decided on the 110th Session:

The total number of IOC Members may not exceed 115. 
These will include: 70 members elected on an individual 
basis, whose member ship is not linked to any specific 
function or  office,  including up to five members who 
may be elected in  special cases. There may be no more 
than one such  member from any given country.

15 active athletes, chosen from the summer and 
winter sports. Such a candidate must have been elected 
or appointed to the IOC Athletes’ Commission no later 
than the edition of Games of the Olympiad or the 
Olympic Winter Games following the Games in which the 
candidate last participated.

15 presidents or persons holding an executive or 
senior leadership position within IFs, associations of IFs 
or other organisations recognised by the IOC.

15 presidents or persons holding an executive or senior 
leadership position within NOCs, or world or continental 
associations of NOCs. There may be no more than one 
such member from any given country within the IOC.

Each IOC Member is elected for a term of eight years 
and may be re-elected for one or several further terms.

Any IOC Member ceases to be a member at the end of 
the calendar year during which he or she has reached the 
age of 70.

Any IOC Member whose election took effect before 
the date of the closing of the 110th Session (11 December 
1999) must retire by the end of the calendar year during 
which he or she reached the age of 80, unless he or she 
was elected before 1966. If a member reaches this age 
limit during his term as President, Vice-President or IOC 
Executive Board Member, the retirement will take effect 
at the end of the next Session.

New Composition, Structure and Organisation of the IOC since 1999
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(NORCECA), of which he was president until 1984. He organised three world 
championships between 1974 and 1981.

After being elected President of the International Volleyball Federation 
(FIVB) in 1984 as successor to Paul Libaud (France), he moved the 
organisation’s headquarters from Paris to Lausanne. Under Acosta’s 
leadership, the FIVB became the largest and one of the wealthiest 
international sports federations with 210 member associations (1993). 
New competition systems emerged from 1989, such as the Volleyball World 
League, Women’s World Grand Prix and the Beach Volleyball World Tour. At 
the same time, Acosta’s autocratic leadership style began to receive criticism.

A regrettable episode was the 2002 World Cup in Argentina, which earned 
a profit of 2.4 million US dollars for FIVB, but drove the Argentine head of the 
organisation and national association President Mario Goijman, who had 
used his own assets to support the competition, into personal bankruptcy.

Goijman filed a lawsuit against Acosta in a Swiss court at the end of 2002. 
He accused Acosta of arbitrarily ending marketing contracts and collecting 
commissions of 8.3 million Swiss francs. Two other FIVB officials were accused 
of financial misconduct and fraud.

Goijman had also contacted the IOC and accused the FIVB of a misap-
propriation of funds, so the Ethics Commission dealt with this case. In its 
 preliminary decision dated 21 October 2003, it underlined that “the Code 
of Ethics is applicable to IOC Members, even when their actions occur out-
side the IOC” and recalled the axiom that “the money from sport must go 
to sport". Two days before the Ethics Commission’s final recommendation 
was due in August 2004, Acosta announced his withdrawal from the IOC, 
a nticipating expulsion. As the Swiss court subsequently rejected Goijman’s 
lawsuit and declared this an internal affair of the FIVB, Acosta saw no reason 
to give up the post of FIVB President too. He did not resign until 2008 after a 
term of 24 years, and remained Honorary President for life. 

Tamás Aján was born in Transylvania. After the Second World War, he moved 
with his family to Hungary, where his father became director of a bank. He 
graduated from the Semmelweis University in Budapest in 1964 with a PhD in 
Physical Education.

Aján began his sports policy career in 1965 in the Hungarian Ministry 
of Sport. From 1968, he served as Secretary-General of the Hungarian 
Weightlifting Federation for 15 years. In 1983, he gained a PhD in Political 
Science and became Deputy State Secretary for Sports and Physical Education. 
From 1989 to 2005 he was Secretary-General of the Hungarian Olympic 
Committee, then Honorary General Secretary.

In addition, Aján has held a variety of posts on an international level. He 
co-founded the European Weightlifting Federation (EWF) and has been its 
Vice-President since 1970. He became Secretary-General of the International 
Weightlifting Federation (IWF) in 1976. In 2000, he was elected IWF President, 
an office he still holds today. 

Aján was Council member (1978-1988), then (1988-2011) Vice-President of 
the General Association of International Sports Federations (GAISF/since 2009 
SportAccord) and Council member of the Association of Summer Olympic 
International Federations (ASOIF) from 1988 to 1992. He has been a member 
of the ASOIF Representative Foundation of the World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) since 2000.
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449. | Tamás Aján | Hungary



In his youth, Bruno Grandi was a good gymnast and a member of the Italian 
youth team. After completing his schooling, he studied Physical Education 
at the Institute in Rome. After graduating, he worked there as a teacher and 
became coach of the junior national team. He was President of the Italian 
Gymnastics Federation (FGI) from 1977 to 2000.

Grandi was elected President of the International Gymnastics Federation 
(FIG) in 1996, and remained at the top until 2016. Artistic gymnastics became 
more dynamic under his leadership through the inclusion of many acrobatic 
elements, twists, somersaults and jumps. 

The judging regulations (Code of Points) have been changed several times, 
allowing a more objective assessment of the exercises. The introduction 
of the new scoring rules for the individual all-around (a maximum of 
three gymnasts per team) and the finals on the apparatus (a maximum of 
two gymnasts per country) has created a variety of opportunities for small 
countries to win medals.

As a third element of gymnastic competition,  trampoline was included in 
the programme of the 2000 Olympics. 

After the resignation of Mario Pescante, who assumed responsibility 
for the doping scandal in Italian football in September 1998 (see JOH, Vol. 
25/2017, No. 1, p. 61), Vice-President Grandi succeeded him as President of the 
Italian NOC (CONI). He held this office until 1999.

As one of five IF Presidents, Grandi was co-opted to the IOC in 2000 in 
Sydney. He served until he reached the upper age limit of 70 years.
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451. | Bruno Grandi | Italy 

Alfredo de Goyeneche y Moreno, X Marquis de Villafuerte and VI Count of 
Guaqui, was one of the best Spanish riders. He won the bronze medal in 
show jumping at the European Junior Championships in 1956. At the 1960 
Olympics in Rome, he was a member of the Spanish team, which, however, 
was not placed. He won the Barcelona Grand Prix in 1967. He was also the 
Spanish Polo Champion twice (in 1968 and 1976).

An engineer by profession, Goyeneche took over as Chairman of the Madrid 
Equestrian Club in 1976. He served as President of the Spanish Equestrian 
Federation from 1981 to 1987. In 1987, Carlos Ferrer Salat named him First Vice-
President of the Spanish Olympic Committee (COE). He was a member of the 
Sports Committee at the Organising Committee of the 1992 Barcelona Olympic 
Games (COOB).

After the sudden death of Ferrer Salat in October 1998, Goyeneche was 
chosen as his successor. He was co-opted with other six NOC representatives 
to the IOC at the 2000 Session in Sydney. He was on his way to the Final of the 
Copa de Rey in basketball when he was killed in a traffic accident.
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Paul Henderson grew up amongst boats and yachts in the Toronto Islands, 
where he quickly grew into one of the best Canadian sailors. He participated 
in the Canadian Olympic Trials from 1952 to 1984 and qualified for the Olympic 
Games on two occasions. In 1964, he came 12th in the Flying Dutchman class 
and in 1968, he finished in 20th place in the Finn. He was Canadian National 
Champion seven times, and US champion four times.

From the early 1970s, Henderson represented Canada in the International 
Yacht Racing Union (IYRU), which changed its name to the International 
Sailing Federation (ISAF) in 1996.  After serving as Vice-President from 1978, he 
was elected as the first non-European President in 1994. He was co-opted to 
the IOC in this position from 2000 until the end of his ISAF term in 2004.

The successful businessman operated RG Henderson & Son Ltd., a 
commercial food equipment service agency for manufacturers. He was 
committed to the management of the Toronto bid for the 1996 Olympics for 
five years. He was an Executive Member of ASOIF during his IOC membership.

As luck would have it, William Hybl was born in the same city as Robert 
Helmick, who resigned in 1991 after four years in office as President of the 
United States Olympic Committee (USOC) after business dealings which 
constituted a conflict of interest became known (see JOH, Vol. 23, 2015, no. 
3, p. 69). Hybl served as an adviser to the USOC from 1987, and was seen as an 
ideal choice precisely because he was not one of the group of people whose 
names were publicly debated on the question of a successor.

Hybl also spoke of his excellent connections to politics. He became a 
member of the Colorado House of Representatives in 1972 at the age of 30. 
In early 1981, he had a brief career as a Special Counsel to the US President 
during the transition from Jimmy Carter to Ronald Reagan. His tasks included 
finding solutions to problems arising from the 1980 Olympics boycott by the 
United States.

Born: 17 November 

1934, Toronto, 

Ontario 

Elected: 

13 September 2000   

Resigned: 

31 December 2004

Honorary Member 

since 2010

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 4, 

Absent 1

Born: 16 July 1942, 

Des Moines, Iowa  

Elected: 

13 September 2000   

Resigned: 

23 February 2002

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 1, 

Absent 1

453. | Paul Franklin Henderson | Canada

454. | William Joseph Hybl | USA

Mostafa Hashemitaba was elected in 1986 for a two-year term as President 
of the NOC in the Islamic Republic of Iran. He served again from 1996 to 2004,  
during which period he was co-opted as one of seven NOC representatives to 
the IOC. He was also Vice-President of the Head of Iran’s Physical Education 
Organisation from 1994 to 2001. 

After graduating as a textile engineer from the Amir Kabir University of 
Technology, Hashemitaba went into politics. During the war between 
Iran and Iraq, he served as Minister of Heavy Industries from 1981 to 1982. 
In 1996, he became one of the 16 founders of the reformist Executives of 
Construction Party, of whose Central Committee he was a member. He twice 
ran unsuccesfully for the office of President.

Born: 22 May 1946, 

Isfahan  

Elected: 

13 September 2000   

Resigned: 

29 August 2004

Attendance at 

Sessions: Present 4, 

Absent 1

452. | Seyed Mostafa Hashemitaba  | Islamic Republic of Iran
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Following his studies in psychology, philosophy and journalism at 
the University of Zurich, Gian-Franco Kasper worked for various Swiss 
newspapers. He published the St. Moritz Kurier in four different languages 
from 1969 onwards. He served often as press officer, in the PR sections of 
the organising committees of the 1974 Alpine World Ski Championships and 
the World Championships in Bobsleigh in St. Moritz, and in the European 
Championships in sailing and equestrianism. 

In 1975, FIS President Marc Hodler brought Kasper to Oberhofen on Lake 
Thun, where he took on the position of General Secretary of the International 
Ski Federation (FIS). Kasper was elected in May 1998 as the fourth FIS 
president, succeeding Hodler who had resigned at short notice. He has held 
the office for 21 years.

After Kasper joined the 1986 GAISF (now SportAccord) Council, he chaired 
the 2000-2002 Association of International Olympic Winter Sports Federation 
(AIOWF).

Kasper was co-opted to the IOC in 2000 under the regulations he was 
scheduled to retire when he reached the upper age limit in 2014. However, 
he was elected AIOWF President for the second time in 2014. As he was also a 
Coordination Commission member for the Winter Olympics of 2018 and 2022, 
and the 2nd Winter Youth Olympic Games of 2016. The 2014 session in Monaco 
approved the proposal that he should retain his position on the IOC until 30 
June 2018.

Born: 24 January 

1944, St. Moritz  

Elected: 

13 September 2000   

Resigned: 

30 June 2018

Honorary Member 

since 2019

Attendance at 

Sessions: 

Present 20, Absent 1

Executive Board 

Member No. 95 

Elected Member 

3 August 2016 – 

30 June 2018

455. | Gian-Franco Kasper | Switzerland
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He then returned to Colorado, where he received his bachelor’s degree in 
1964, and three years later his Juris Doctorate from the University of Colorado. 
In 1986, he became President of the El Pomar Investment Co. He also served 
on the Board of Directors of various companies.

Hybl managed the USOC for the remaining 18 months of Helmick’s term in 
office, and led the 1992 US Olympic Team Delegations to the Winter Games in 
Albertville and the Summer Games in Barcelona. After a break of four years, 
he was again elected as USOC President in 1996. He was co-opted onto the IOC 
in 2000 as an NOC representative.

After the 2002 Winter Games in Salt Lake City, Hybl ceded his position to 
Sandra Baldwin, who had become the first female USOC President two years 
earlier. She resigned only three months later after making false statements 
on the USOC website about her academic record.

Hybl is Chairman and CEO of El Pomar Foundation. President George W. 
Bush named him US Representative to the General Assembly of the United 
Nations in 2001. He was responsible for giving American approval to the 
Olympic Truce Resolution for the 2002 Winter Olympics. He was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the International Foundation for 
Election Systems (IFES) in 2003. President Bush appointed him Chairman of 
the US Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy in 2008.
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Kipchoge Keino was one of the greatest middle- and long-distance runners 
in the world. He came fifth in the 5,000 m at the 1964 Olympics in Tokyo 
when his country took part for the first time. He set two world records in 
1965: for the 3,000 m (7:39.6 min) and 5,000 m (13:24.2 min). In the same 
year, he won the 1,500 m and 5,000 m races at the first African Games. He 
won gold in the one mile and three mile at the 1966 Commonwealth Games.

Keino’s greatest achievements came at the 1968 and 1972 Olympics. In 
Mexico City, he took gold in the 1,500 m and finished second in the 5,000 m. 
In Munich he won 3,000 steeplechase gold and came second in the 1,500 m. 
As a reward, he was promoted to the rank of captain in the Police Force.

Keino ended his career as a top sportsman after a brief stint with the 
International Track Association (ITA), founded by former US volleyball player 
Mike O’Hara in 1973. Together with his wife Phyllis, Keino founded a charitable 
organisation at Kazi Mingi Farm near Eldoret in North Western Kenya. This 
cared for orphans and former child soldiers.

Keino was chosen as head coach for the Kenyan athletic team in 1976 but 
the Olympics were ultimately boycotted by Kenya. In 1984, Keino did fulfil this 
role. He also served as Chef de Mission at the 1994 Commonwealth Games and 
the 1996 Olympics.

He was elected Vice-Chairman of the National Olympic Committee Kenya 
(NOCK) in 1987, and succeeded President Charles Mukora as President in 
1999. Mukora, the former head coach was implicated in the bribery scandal 
surrounding the 2002 Winter Olympics and resigned from the IOC on 27 January 
1999, to forestall an investigation. (see JOH, Vol. 24, 2016, no. 2, p. 68).

Keino, who was co-opted to the IOC in 2000, remained President of the 
NOCK until 2017. When the Games were opened in Rio de Janeiro in 2016, he 
was the first to be awarded the Olympic Laurel by IOC President Thomas Bach 
for services to the Olympic Movement.

The 134th Session elected 10 new IOC Members. Four women and three 
men became Individual Members. The election of the remaining 
three is linked to a function within a NOC or Continental Association 
of NOCs. This means that the IOC has a total of 105 members.

Independent Individual Members

Mr. Spyros CAPRALOS (GRE), born 15 April 1955, President Hellenic 
Olympic Committee, Chairman Starbulk Carriers Corp.

Ms. Laura CHINCHILLA (CRC), born 28 March 1959, President of Costa 
Rica from 2010 to 2014, Visiting Professor

Ms. Ntsame Assembe Celestine Odette Epse ENGOULOU (CMR), 
born 25 September 1970, President Cameroon National Badminton 
Federation, Vice-President Cameroon NOC

Ms. Filomena Maria Spencer Africano FORTES (CPV), born 10 April
1966, President of the Cape Verdean Olympic Committee, Professor

Mrs. Matlohang MOILOA-RAMOQOPO (LES), born 1 November 1967, 
President Lesotho NOC, Deputy Head Teacher National University of 
Lesotho International School

Mr. Tidjane THIAM (CIV), born 29 July 1962, Credit Suisse, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Group, Chairman of the Executive Board

Mr. Erick THOHIR (INA), born 30 May 1970, President of Indonesia 
NOC, President of Southeast Asian Basketball Association, Director 
of Oxford United FC

Members linked to a function within a NOC 
or Continental Association of NOCs

Mr. Narinder Dhruv BATRA (IND), born 19 April 1957, President of the 
Indian Olympic Association, Industrialist

Mr. Mustapha BERRAF (ALG), born 21 February 1954, President of 
the Association of the NOCs of Africa (ANOCA), Honorary President of 
the Algerian Basketball Federation

Mr. Kee Heung LEE (KOR), born 3 January 1955, President of the 
Korean Sport & Olympic Committee, Chair of the Association of 
Korean Buddhist, Order of the Jogye

The total Number of IOC Members is now 105

Born: 17 January 

1940, Nandi  

Elected: 13 

September 2000   

Resigned: 

31 December 2010

Honorary Member 

since 2010

Attendance at 

Sessions: 

Present 10, Absent 1

456. | Kipchoge Keino  | Kenya
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Thank You Karel 

Karel Wendl (1930-2019)

By David Wallechinsky

Karel Wendl, who played an 
important role in promoting the 
study of Olympic history, passed 
away in Prague on 8 May 2019.

Wendl was born in Prague on 
22 November 1930. His father was 
Czech and his mother was Serbian-
Hungarian. Because his father was 
a member of the Czechoslovak 
diplomatic service, Karel spent most 
of the first nine years of his life in 
France. Two days before the German 
occupation of Paris, the Wendl 
family fled the city, first to Southern 
France and then to Algeria, Morocco 
and Portugal, before arriving in the 
United States and Mexico, where his 
father was appointed ambassador 
to Mexico. After the war, Karel settled 
in Prague, eventually earning a 
doctoral degree in law from Charles 
University in 1953. After serving in 
the Czechoslovak army, he worked 
in the legal departments of foreign 
companies and taught international 
law. Fluent in four languages and 
able to speak two more, he also 
worked as a translator.

Wendl was a leading marathon 
runner, achieving a personal best of 
2 hours, 24 minutes and 48 seconds 
in early 1956, a time that was 
faster than the winner of the 1956 
Melbourne Olympics. However, he 
was not sent to the Games because 
of the budget limitations of the 
Czechoslovak Olympic Committee.

With his Mexican wife, Maria del 
Carmen, Wendl emigrated back 
to Mexico in 1966. While there, he 
worked with the Mexican Olympic 
Committee and the Cultural 
Commission of the 1968 Mexico City 
Games, as well as with the Mexican 
Track and Field Federation. He also 
taught at the Instituto de Intérpretes 

y Traductores and worked at the 
Unidad Linquística de la Presidencia 
de México as an interpreter.

When his wife died in 1981, 
Wendl and his two sons moved to 
Switzerland. In 1983, Karel began 
working for the International 
Olympic Committee. He rose to the 
position of curator of the Olympic 
Studies and Research Centre in 1994, 
having already headed the IOC’s 
Olympic Research Department. He 
worked closely with IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samarach, including 
as a speechwriter. He also aided 
architect Pedro Ramírez Vázquez 
during the creation of the Olympic 
Museum and the IOC headquarters 
in Lausanne.

In 1992, Wendl became one 
of the original members of the 
International Society of Olympic 
Historians (ISOH). In 1994, he 
was appointed by IOC President 
Samaranch to be the IOC’s liaison 
to ISOH, and he became a member 
of the ISOH Executive Board. He 
was chosen to be an honorary life 
member of ISOH in 1996. That same 
year, he was awarded the Olympic 
Order by the IOC.

Among the articles he wrote were:

“Pedro Ramírez Vázquez: Portrait of a 
 Designer” (Olympic Review, 1987)

“Tarahumaras: A Passion for Running” 
 (Olympic Review, 1987)

“History Told Through Olympic Insignia” 
 (Olympic Review, 1988)

“The International Olympic Committee in 
the Years 1980-1994” (Critical Reflections 
on Olympic Ideology: Second International 
 Symposium for Olympic Research, 1994)

“The Olympic Movement One Hundred Years 
Ago” (Olympic Review, 1995)

“The Olympic Oath, a Brief History” 
(Journal of Olympic History, 1995)

“A Brief Commentary on the IOC Secretariat 
in Transformation” (Olympic Perspectives: 
Third International Symposium for Olympic 
Research, 1996)

“The Route of Friendship: A Cultural/Artistic 
Event of the Games of the XIX Olympiad in 
Mexico City – 1968” (Olympika, 1998)

On the Legacy 
of Karel Wendl

By Robert K. Barney

On behalf of the entire Olympic 
scholarly community worldwide, 
I would like to offer a Memoriam 
Reflection on the passing of Dr. Karel 
Wendl, whose death in Prague on 
8 May 2019 has been noted by both 
ISOH President David Wallechinsky in 
this issue of JOH and by his family’s 
posting of his obit on 22 June.

Much of Karel’s notable career can 
be gleaned from those messages.  
However, there is an aspect of those 
portraits that is missing and I would 
like to address it here. Karel Wendl, 
by training and nature was a true 
scholar in the historical sense, not 
solely because of his own research 
efforts and publications, but rather 
by the far greater influence and 
impact that he had on a countless 
number of Olympic historians across 
the globe.

How was this so? By one  simple 
factor! From the time of his appoint-
ment as Director of Research/ Archives 
at the IOC Château de Vidy head-
quarters in the middle 1980s, to a 
decade later near his retirement 
in the middle 1990s, Karel Wendl 
 believed steadfastly that archives 
existed for the scholarly voyages of 
 history-bent examiners. And, over 
time, he made every effort on be-
half of scholars to make the IOC’s vast 
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OBITUARIES

HRH Grand Duke 
Jean of Luxembourg

His Royal Highness Grand Duke Jean 
died on 23 April 2019 at the age of 
98. He was born at Berg Castle on 
5 January 1921. On 5 January 1939, 
the crown prince came of age and 
he assumed the title of Hereditary 
Grand Duke of Luxembourg. He 
became Grand Duke of Luxembourg 
on 12 November 1964. After 36 years 
of reign, he abdicated in favour of his 
eldest son, Hereditary Grand Duke 
Henri, on 7 October 2000.

Grand Duke Jean joined the IOC 
in 1946 and became an Honorary 
Member in 1998. The Chairman of 
the IOC Rules Reviewing Commission 
from 1973 to 1976, he was also a 
member of the IOC Commission of 
Enquiry for the Winter Games in 1968 
and 1969.

He was a volunteer in the British 
Army (Irish Guards, armoured 
division, 1942-1945), Colonel and 
Assistant Inspector General of the 
Luxembourg Army (1945-1964); 
member of the State Council (1951-
1961); and Lieutenant Representative 
of HRH The Grand Duchess Charlotte 
(1961-1964). (IOC/JOH)

Bayram Şit (TUR), *1930 in Akşar; 
†29 May 2019 in Ankara (TUR). Şit’s 
first major international wrestling 
victory for Turkey came at the 1951 
Mediterranean Games, where he 
won the freestyle featherweight gold 
medal. He followed this up a year 
later by becoming Olympic champion 
at the 1952 Helsinki Games, and 
was then runner-up to Japan’s 
Shozo Sasahara at the 1954 World 
Championships.

Both Sasahara and Şit attended 
the 1956 Melbourne Olympics, but Şit 
was unable to defend his title and 
finished joint-fourth with American 
Myron Roderick, while Sasahara took 
home gold.

Şit retired after these Games and 
worked as a trainer in both France 
and Turkey, eventually serving as 
technical director for his home 
country’s national team. (PT) 

Lowell North (USA), *2 December 
1929 in Springfield, Missouri; †2 June 
2019 in San Diego, California. In both 
the 1964 and 1968 Olympics, Lowell 
North was the helmsman on the 
medal winning boats. In Tokyo Bay in 
1964 he had Charlie Rogers and Dick 
Deaver as his crew, while at Acapulco 
in 1968 he was partnered by Peter 
Barrett in the star class. Partly for the 
gold medal performance, North was 
voted the Martini & Rossi Award as 
1968 Yachtsman of the Year.

North, a Cal/Berkeley graduate in 
engineering, was a four-time world 
champion in the Star class, and also 
finished second five times at the Star 
Worlds. The 1968 win was particularly 
satisfying because it came over the 
legendary Dane, Poul Elvstrøm, who 
had beaten him at two previous 
World Championships.

In 1977, North skippered the boat 
Enterprise at the America’s Cup Trials, 
but failed to be chosen to defend. He 
was the owner of his own sailmaking 
company, North Sails, which he ran 
for 27 years before selling it in 1984. 
(BM)

Thompson Mann (USA), *1 December 
1942 in Norfolk, Virginia; †4 April 2019 
in Amesbury, Massachusetts. After 
clocking exactly 60.0 sec. for the 100 
m backstroke in September 1964 for 
a world record, Mann became the 
first person to break the one-minute 
barrier when he clocked 59.6 on the 
opening leg of the 1964 victorious 
Olympic medley relay. At the 1965 
Universiade he won a bronze medal 
in the 100 m backstroke and a gold 
medal in the medley relay.

He had grown up in Richmond, 
Virginia where he swam for the 
Country Club of Virginia. After 
 college and residency, he stayed in 
San  Francisco where he practiced 
medicine, later moving back home 

archival collections available for 
study, often times arguing suc-
cessfully to higher authorities for 
relaxation of restrictions on other-
wise “embargoed” material.

With this basic philosophy ap-
parent, he put in place the seeds 
for the development of a great 
 Olympic Studies Centre, with 
its associated programmes of 
univer sity liaison, student re-
search scholarships, scholarly 
 Olympic conferences, and grants 
to  Olympic scholarship agencies 
across the world. Others, since his 
time, have extended and embel-
lished his evolutionary efforts.

When one gazes on today’s 
magnificent Olympic Studies 
 Centre in Lausanne, its vast 
archival and library collections, 
its cordial, highly trained, and 
efficient staff, and its basic 
mission of service to the scholarly 
community, one should be aware 
of, and remember, the legacy of 
Karel Wendl in those develop-
ments. Without his presence 
and fundamental philo sophy, 
a significant measure of that 
Olympic Studies Centre scenery 
noted above would have been 
much delayed.

Large numbers of us in the field 
of Olympic history owe supreme 
gratitude to Karel Wendl for our 
scholarly endeavors, endeavors 
that, granted, have greatly ad-
vanced our careers, but have also 
embedded Olympic Studies in the 
research agendas of a significant 
body of global scholars.  And, lest 
we forget, too, his influence in 
the study of the modern Olympic 
Movement and its Olympic Games 
through an explosion of univer-
sity courses and, as well, theses 
and dissertation subject matter 
for graduate students. This por-
trait, added to those expressed in 
other public testimonies across 
the Olympic spectrum, make Karel 
Wendl an Olympian of the schol-
arly world. Thus, we pay great 
honour to his name.  
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and her sister Éva won gold in 
this event, while Ilona was also 
eliminated in the semi-finals of the 
100 metres freestyle.

She competed at the European 
Championships in 1947 and 1954, but 
did not reach the podium, although 
she did help set a world record in the 
4x100 metres freestyle in 1952.

Following her retirement from 
competition, she was active as a 
sports administrator and physical 
education teacher, serving on the 
boards of both the Hungarian and 
European swimming associations. 
(BM)

Lina Cheryazova (UZB), *1 November 
1968 in Tashkent; †23 March 2019 in 
Novosibirsk/RUS. Lina Cheryazova 
is the only Uzbekistani athlete to 
win a Winter Olympic medal. As a 
youth, Cheryazova did gymnastics 
and trampolining and took up 
freestyle skiing in 1987. She débuted 
at the World Cup circuit in December 
1989 and soon rose to be the top 
female aerialist in the world at the 
start of 90s. Cheryazova was world 
champion in 1993 and won gold at 
the 1994 Olympics.

She won bronze at the 1990 
European Championships and was 
also the aerials overall World Cup 
winner in the 1992-1993 (winning 
six out of eight races) and 1993-94 
seasons (winning six out of 11 races). 
Shortly after winning her 1994 
Olympic victory, Cheryazova was 
told that her mother had died three 
weeks earlier, from injuries she had 
sustained in an industrial accident. 
Her mother had specifically asked 
that her daughter not be told so she 
concentrate on the competition.

In the summer of 1994, Cheryazova 
fractured her skull during training 
and was in a coma for more than a 
month. After more than a year of 
recovery, she returned to sport in the 
autumn of 1995, but never returned 
to her previous level, and after 
another injury sustained after the 
1998 Winter Olympics, retired from 
sports.

One of a set of triplets, she seemed 
to have everything going for her, 
but sustained a serious concussion 
while training in 2018. It affected 
her dramatically and she attempted 
suicide in January 2019, although she 
survived. In March 2019, however, 
she took her own life. (BM)

Dimitar Dobrev (BUL), *14 April 1931 
in Ezerche; †1 April 2019. Dobrev was 
a Graeco-Roman wrestler who won 
a gold medal at the 1960 Olympics 
and a silver medal at the 1956 
Olympics. Before becoming a wrestler 
he started his sporting career as 
a gymnast. He competed at the 
wrestling World Championships in 
1955, 1958, and 1962, placing fourth 
in 1958 and 1962.

By profession Dobrev was a mathe-
matician. He also served as a coach, 
eventually becoming Bulgarian 
 national coach in both styles. In his 
coaching career, he is known for 
having discovered both Boyan Radev 
and Petar Kirov. (BM)

Ilona Novák (HUN), *16 May 1925 
in Budapest; †14 March 2019 in 
Budapest. Ilona Novák’s swimming 
career began on the eve of Second 
World War. She won her first national 
medal, silver in the 100 metres 
backstroke, in 1939. The following 
year she won her first of 35 national 
titles, in a career that lasted until 
1956.

She made her Olympic début 
in 1948 in London, where she just 
missed a medal by coming in fourth 
in the 100 metres backstroke. She 
was also fifth in the 4x100 metres 
freestyle relay. At the 1952 Helsinki 
Olympics, the relay including Ilona 

to set up a practice in Richmond. In 
his later years, he moved his practice 
to Newburyport, although he had 
to retire from practice prematurely 
 because of health issues.

Mann was inducted into the Inter-
national Swimming Hall of Fame in 
1984. (BM/WR).

Lydia Wideman (FIN), married 
Lehtonen, *17 May 1920 in Vilppula; 
†13 April 2019 in Tampere. Lydia 
Wideman became the first female 
Olympic medallist in cross-country 
skiing when she won a gold medal in 
the 10 km at the 1952 Winter Olympics. 
The Finns completely dominated that 
race by taking all podium places and 
a fifth place.

Wideman won the Finnish title 
in the 10 km in 1952 and silver in 
1951. She also won the 10 km at the 
1952 Lahti Ski Games, the 10 km at 
Ounasvaara in 1951 and 1952, and the 
10 km race at Puijo in 1949.

In 1952 Wideman started in 13 
races and won all of them. During 
and after her sporting career she 
worked as a clerk. Upon the death of 
Durward Knowles in February 2018, 
she became the oldest living Olympic 
champion. (PT)

Kelly Catlin (USA), *3 November 1995 
in Saint Paul, Minnesota; †8 March 
2019 in Stanford, California. Catlin 
won a silver medal in team pursuit 
at the 2016 Rio Olympics. At the 2015 
Pan American Games, she won a gold 
medal on the road in the team time 
trial, and also won silver in the team 
pursuit on the track. She was a three-
time gold medallist in the team 
pursuit at the World Championships, 
helping the US team win in 2016-18 
and a bronze medallist in individual 
pursuit at the 2017-18 Worlds.

Catlin graduated from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, where she ma-
jored in mathematics and Chinese. 
She then attended graduate school 
at Stanford, studying computational 
and mathematical engineering. She 
was also an accomplished violinist 
and artist.
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Championships. In 1967, he also won 
the West German national omnium 
title.

After his active career, he started a 
short coaching career as an assistant 
to his teammate Udo Hempel, be-
fore becoming a sports and biology 
teacher in Cologne. (WR/VK)

Kenneth Joseph Matthews (GBR), 
*21 June 1934 in Birmingham; †2 June 
2019 in Wrexham, Wales. In 1959, Ken 
Matthews of the Sutton Coldfield 
Walking Club won the first of his six 
consecutive RWA 10 miles titles, and 
as he also won the 2 miles and 7 
miles at the AAA Championships that 
year, he was the British champion 
in all three walking events, a feat 
he repeated in 1961, 1963 and 1964. 
With victories in the 1964 Olympics, 
the European Championships in 1962 
and the Lugano Cup in 1961 and 1963, 
Matthews won four of the five major 
international races in which he took 
part and his only failure came in the 
1960 Games.

Starting as one of the favorites for 
the 20 km title in Rome, he made 
a rare error of pace judgment and 
failed to finish. Four years later in 
Tokyo Matthews was a convincing 
winner, finishing ahead of the East 
German Dieter Lindner and the 
Ukrainian Vladimir Golubnichy, who 
had won the Olympic title in 1960 
and was to win a second gold medal 
in 1968 after Matthews had retired.

Matthews, who was an electrician 
at Hams Hall Power Station, near 
Sutton Coldfield, was the only British 
Olympic champion in Tokyo who was 
not honoured with an MBE at the 
end of the year. A campaign from 
within the sport to rectify this finally 
succeeded in 1978 and Matthews was 
appointed an MBE 14 years after his 
Olympic victory. (IM)

Yvette Williams (NZL), * 25 April 
1929 in Caversham; †13 April 2019 in 
Auckland. Yvette Williams was one 
of the greatest athletes produced by 
New Zealand and one of the most 
versatile. She won the long jump and 

the pursuit final against Denmark. 
The West Germans always led and 
the race looked over when, after 9 
of 12 laps, a Danish rider went off the 
back. However, they re-grouped but 
still trailed at the bell.

The team then began to split, with 
Kissner dropping off the pace. As his 
teammate Karlheinz Henrichs passed 
him, Kissner’s hand appeared to 
touch him, possibly giving him a 
slight push. Germany held on to win 
by 3½ seconds, but East Germany 
immediately protested that the 
touch had been an illegal shove.

After a 15-minute conference 
among the judges, West Germany 
was disqualified, and Italy and the 
Soviet Union were announced as the 
silver and bronze medal winners. 
FRG officials then protested, stating 
that Italy and the Soviets should 
not be placed ahead of their riders. 
Another long conference ensued, 
and the result was announced as 
Denmark first and Italy third. No 
silver medal placement was given 
until a meeting of the Fédération 
Internationale Amateur de Cyclisme 
(FIAC, later the UCI) in November, 
when West Germany was awarded 
second place and their silver medals.

Kissner, who was born in East 
Germany, had been a member of 
GDR’s four-man squad for four years 
and had options to participate in the 
1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo. For 
this, however, the squad had to beat 
the West German team – which also 
sought the Olympic participation – at 
a qualifying event.

After two races, held in the West 
and the East, it was a tie, and a 
 second round was scheduled. But 
before the first race, which was to 
be held in Cologne, Kissner defected 
with the help of a friend and the sup-
port of a tabloid newspaper. Thus, 
the weakened GDR squad lost both 
races. The West German team trained 
by Gustav Kilian went to  Tokyo, where 
it won the Olympic gold medal.

Kissner won a silver (1966) and 
a bronze (1967) with the West 
German pursuit team at the World 

Later, Cheryazova worked as a 
freestyle skiing coach in Uzbekistan 
and Russia and worked as a deputy 
sports director of the National Bank 
of Uzbekistan. She also headed her 
own non-profit foundation Olympic 
champion Lina Cheryazova, that 
promotes freestyle skiing in the 
former Soviet Union. (PT)

Klara Ivanova Guseva (URS), married 
Nesterova, *8 March 1937 in Pichersk; 
†12 May 2019 in Moscow. The winter 
of 1960 was very successful for Klara 
Guseva. She won her only Soviet title, 
in the 1000 m, and was runner-up at 
the Soviet All-Around Championships 
and in the 500 m and 1500 m. Then 
ten days later she won the 1000 m at 
the World Championships. 

At the 1960 Winter Olympics in 
Squaw Valley, where women’s speed 
skating for the first time belonged to 
the Olympic programme, she gained 
the gold medal over 1000 m. In the 
1500 m competition, she finished 
fourth.

Her next international appearance 
was at the 1961 World Champion-
ships, where she was fifth in the all-
around. As married Klara Nesterova, 
she made her last international ap-
pearance at the 1964 Olympics, where 
she finished fourth in the 3000 m. 
In 2019, she was hit by a car and 
 succumbed to her injuries. (TK/WR)

Jürgen Kissner (FRG), *18 August 1942 
in Luckau; †18 May 2019 in Cologne. 
At the 1968 Olympics, track cyclist 
Jürgen Kissner replaced his injured 
teammate Rainer Podlesch after the 
quarter-final. The team then reached 
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training centre in Berlin as a  senior 
physiotherapist until her passing 
away. She married the former c yclist 
Norbert Pinske. Her son Michael, 
born in 1985, participated in the 2008 
Beijing Olympics as Judoka (-100 kg).

In a trial in 1998, she admitted 
to the use of forbidden  substances 
 during training, and her former 
coach was imposed a fine. (VK)

Josef Feistmantl (AUT), *23  February 
1939 in Absam; †10 March 2019 in 
 Kufstein. Feistmantl had a long 
 career in international luge, winning 
five medals at the World Champion-
ships from 1959-1971. In 1964 he 
and Manfred Stengl became the first 
 Olympic champions in doubles luge.

Feistmantl’s World Championship 
medals were all in singles, with a 
gold in 1969, silvers in 1959 and 1970, 
and bronzes in 1967 and 1971. He 
won three medals at the European 
Championships, all in doubles, with 
a gold in 1967 and silvers in 1954 and 
1962. 

Feistmantl won nine Austrian 
championships, five in singles in 
1962-1963, 1966-1967, and 1970, and 
four in doubles in 1961 and 1963-
1965.

In 1976 he was chosen to light one 
of the two Olympic Flames, along 
with Christl Haas, at the Innsbruck 
Opening Ceremony. In 1996 he was 
awarded a Gold Medal for Service to 
the Austrian Republic. Feistmantl’s 
career was as an optician. (BM)

BM = Bill Mallon, IM = Ian Morrison, 

OM = OlyMADMen, PT = Paul Tchir, 

TK = Taavi Kalju, VK = Volker Kluge, 

WR = Wolf Reinhardt

The ISOH offers the families 
of the deceased its sincere 
condolences.

it was Sercu’s 66th win, it broke the 
previous record held by Post. Sercu’s 
88th, and last, six-day win was in the 
Copenhagen Six with Gert Frank in 
1983.

He was also a successful sprinter 
on the road, capturing the green 
jersey in the 1974 Tour de France, as 
well as total of 6 stage wins in the 
Tour and 13 in the Giro d’Italia. He 
also twice finished second in the Het 
Volk (now Omloop Het Nieuwsblad) 
minor classic, a race his father won 
in 1947.

In total, Patrick won 1,038 track 
races and a further 168 on the road. 
Later, he was active as an organiser of 
six-day races in his native Belgium, 
including the famous Six Days 
of Ghent, a race he won 11 times 
between 1965-1981. He was also the 
Belgian national track coach. (BM)

Andrea Pollack (GDR), married 
 Pinske. *8 May 1961 in  Schwerin; †13 
March 2019 in Berlin.  Pollack came 
to competitive sports as a five-year 
old doing orthopedic swimming. 
At the 1976 GDR champion ships, 
which she entered as a 15-year-old, 
she  finished second right behind 
 Kornelia Ender at the 100 m butterfly 
event. The  Montreal Olympics saw an 
identical result.

Contrary to all forecasts, she man-
aged to beat her favorite team-
mates – Rosemarie Gabriel and 
 Ulrike  Tauber – at the 200 m butterfly 
event. Pollack won a second Olympic 
gold medal in the 4x100 m medley 
relay and also took silver home with 
the 4x100m freestyle relay.

After Pollack became the 1977 
European champion and 1978 Vice 
World Champion in 100 m butterfly 
and medley relay, she won her third 
gold medal in the medley relay at the 
1980 Olympics, to which she added 
a silver medal in 100 m butterfly. 
In 1987, she was inducted into the 
International Swimming Hall of Fame 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

After abandoning competition, 
she completed a training as a physio-
therapist. She worked at the  Olympic 

was second in the javelin at the 1950 
Empire Games in Auckland and two 
years later became the first female 
New Zealander to win an Olympic 
title when she won the long jump at 
the Games in Helsinki. She was also 
tenth in the discus and sixth in the 
shot put in Helsinki.

At the 1954 British Empire Games 
in Vancouver, she won the shot put, 
discus and long jump, won a silver 
in the javelin throw, and was sixth in 
the 80 metres hurdles.

Williams had also set a world 
record (6.28 m) for the long jump 
earlier that year in Gisborne. She 
won 21 New Zealand Championships 
in various events – shot put (1947–
54), javelin (1950), discus (1951–54), 
long jump (1948–54), and the 80 m 
hurdles (1954).

She also played basketball and 
netball for New Zealand. In the 
centenary year of Athletics New 
Zealand in 1987, she was named 
Athlete of the Century. A brother, Roy, 
won the decathlon at the 1966 British 
Empire Games. (OM) 

Patrick Sercu (BEL), *27 June 1944 in 
Roeselare; †19 April 2019 in Roeselare. 
The 1962 Belgian amateur sprint 
champion at the age 18, Sercu went 
on to become the most successful 
six-day racer in cycling history. With 
88 victories form 233 starts, he had a 
success ratio of nearly one in three.

Sercu also won three sprint world 
titles, one as an amateur (1963) and 
two as a pro (1967, 1969), as well as 
the 1964 Olympic gold in the 1 km 
time trial. He also broke both the 
indoor and outdoor 1 km world 
record.

His first win as a professional came 
in 1965. He continued to win one 
or more events through 1983, the 
year of his retirement. He partnered 
some greats of the day, including 
Eddy Merckx, his partner on the 
occasion of his first six-day win, 
and Peter Post, with whom Sercu 
enjoyed the most success. Ironically, 
when he won the Berlin Six with 
Dietrich Thurau on 17 October 1979, 
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Association for 12 years and served as 
NOC Vice-President for a long time. In 
1998, she was elected to the IOC, an 
office she held until her death.

While the decades leading up to 
Irena’s departure from active sports 
are documented in classic black 
and white, the final chapter of the 
book, entitled “Life after Sport”, is 
in sumptuous colour. I must admit 
that these photos, which show 
the former queen of athletics with 
the powerful brokers of this world, 
made little impression on me, for 
family snapshots of this kind are too 
commonplace nowadays.

All in all, it is a beautiful album 
which keeps the memory of “Irenis-
sima” alive, and that is worthy of a 
place in your own library.

Wolfgang Decker / Bernd Wirkus

Der Hofphotograph Albert Meyer und die 

Olympischen Spiele 1896 in Athen 

(The Court Photographer Albert Meyer and the 

1896 Athens Olympic Games)

pp. 171, ¤ 26,00. Arete Verlag Hildesheim 2019, 

in German,  ISBN: 978-3-96423-016-4 

Reviewed by Volker Kluge 

To classify the book, you should know 
the history behind it. Albert Meyer, 
to whom we owe the most and 
best recordings of the first Olympic 
Games, was almost unknown 30 
years ago. By sheer chance, as I was 
researching someone else in 1994, I 
came across a thick file that the Berlin 
police had on him between 1887 and 
1909: the accusation, “unauthorised 
advertising”. Meyer was recognised 
as “Court Photographer”, a title 

childhood and adolescent years. The 
album carries a very personal touch.

One sees Irena as a four-year-
old in kindergarten, as a first-class 
pupil, on the beach, cuddling her 
cat and on a winter holiday. Her 
interest in sport was aroused in 1961 
as a 15-year-old. During her entire 
life, she remained loyal to Sport Club 
Polonia Warsaw.

The structure of the book follows 
the Olympic cycle. In this way, 
readers can follow Irena’s experience 
at the 1964 Games in Tokyo, 1968 
Games in Mexico City, and Montreal 
in 1976, where she celebrated her 
most significant successes, as well 
as 1972 in Munich, where she had 
to content herself with bronze on 
200m, and 1980 in Moscow, when 
she was injured.

Szewiński’s camera has also 
 captured other historical moments, 
such as the Prague Rošický Memorial 
in 1965, when she set the first of her 13 
world records in the 100 m race with 
a time of 11.1s, with her teammate 
Ewa Kłobukowska. Or her  victories at 
 European Championships, where she 
won the 1966 title in the 200 m and 
the long jump events, and in 1974 in 
100 m and 200  m.

Most interestingly, the book offers 
a rare look behind the scenes. There 
are photos showing her strenuous 
training routine in the gym, running 
in a snow storm, or sitting exhausted 
on a running track. Moreover, we 
find Irena at school and as a mother 
of two sons. Readers can also see the 
couple celebrating, dressed to the 
nines, laughing, singing or dancing. 
Janusz was Irena’s partner since 
1962.

Soon after  reti r ing,  I rena 
Szewińska realised she had no 
interest in pursuing a coaching 
career. Nonetheless, she recognised 
that she would be able to represent 
Poland internationally as a sports 
official, so she took the challenge. In 
1984, she was elected to the Council 
of the International Association of 
Athletics Federations (IAAF). She 
presided over the Polish Athletics 
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Janusz Szewiński / Leszek Fidusiewicz

IRENA SZEWIŃSKA

pp. 252, 20 ¤ + postage, available via Muzeum 

Sportu i Turystyki, Warsaw, 

sklep@muzeumsportu.www.pl

 in English, ISBN: 978-83-951158-1-3 

Reviewed by Volker Kluge

There are not many Olympic cham-
pions who received a state funeral. In 
fact, no more than a dozen have re-
ceived this honour. The last name on 
the list was that of Irena Szewińska, 
who died on 29 June 2018.

The Polish athlete took part in five 
Olympic Games between 1964 and 
1980, achieving three gold, two silver 
and two bronze medals. But she 
was exceptional for more than her 
sporting achievements.

She had a gracious demeanour: 
whether in evening dress or running 
jersey, she was always a grande 
dame whose hand gentlemen would 
kiss in the manner still in fashion in 
Poland.

Irena Szewińska, née Kirszenstein, 
was married to Janusz Szewiński 
for 51 years. Once a top-class 400 m 
 hurdler, he was one of the best Polish 
sports photographers. Since he later 
became a trainer and coached  Irena, 
whom he married in 1967, Janusz en-
joyed numerous opportunities to 
capture her sporting and profes-
sional career in pictures.

Szewiński and his friend and 
colleague Leszek Fidusiewicz 
have selected the best and most 
memorable moments from their 
collection, supplementing them 
with private photos from Irena’s 
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piece of the mosaic of the exploration 
of early Olympic history. No attempts 
to raise an important institution’s 
interest in the compilation, which 
also includes 20 original photos from 
1896, have been successful so far.

Luís Henrique Rolim Silva 

The Formation of an Olympic Nation in the 

Persian Gulf: sociocultural history of the sport 

in Qatar, 1948-1984 

pp. 416, online publication at https://fis.dshs-

koeln.de, Cologne 2019, in English

Reviewed by Christian Wacker

This valuable monography is the 
outcome of an intense study and 
research efforts for about ten years 
and was submitted as PhD thesis 
to the German Sports University in 
Cologne. The author used to live in 
Qatar for seven years and had been 
involved as senior researcher into 
the Qatar Olympic & Sports Museum 
project. He got to know the country 
he wrote about and he had the 
chance to interview athletes, sports 
officials and other stakeholders. 

This truly pioneering work 
describes nothing less than the 
introduction of modern sports in 
Qatar. Fundamental research was 
needed and primary sources had 
been available only to a limited 
extent. Reliable information could 
be achieved through sports-related 
archives mostly outside of Qatar, 

details of the history of photography.
Half the book revolves around 
Meyer’s Olympic correspondence, 
which encompasses the 63 letters. 
Ten of them come from Pierre de 
Coubertin himself, in his native 
language. IOC President Vikelas 
is represented twice, whilst IOC 
Members Boutovsky, Kémeny 
and Balck appear once each. The 
remaining correspondence consists 
largely of appreciation letters from 
royal and princely houses, to which 
Meyer sent albums as gifts – probably 
in anticipation of further orders and 
recognitions.

On the other hand, less prominent 
personalities did not receive a 
discount. Not surprisingly, that 
the name of Dr. Willibald Gebhardt 
is missing. The first German IOC 
Member blamed the photographer 
for not contributing a single German 
Mark to the difficult financing of 
the German Olympic delegation. 
For this reason, when Coubertin 
asked Gebhardt whether he should 
award Meyer the 1894 IOC medal, 
he tried to talk him out of it. 
Gebhardt’s annoyance was perhaps 
understandable.

The 63 letters all concern the sale 
and distribution of photographs 
and albums, and their content is 
often irrelevant. Although readers 
can learn a lot about Meyer’s 
business practices, the letters offer 
scant insights into the history of the 
Olympics. And whilst most letters 
feature comments, these comments 
could have been more detailed and 
in-depth in a few instances.

In this respect, the publication 
remains incomplete, since it 
contains only the letters addressed 
to the photographer. In several other 
archives, we can find letters written 
in Meyer’s hand, where he praises 
his albums and photos. My 1996 
book holds a few examples thereof. 
All in all, a full picture can only 
emerge by bringing these documents 
together.

Having said that, Meyer’s cor-
respondence is another important 

awarded to him by the king of 
Saxony. In the imperial capital, 
however, there was only one court 
photographer – that appointed by 
the German Emperor and King of 
Prussia.

On the occasion of the 100th 
anniversary of the Olympic Games, I 
published a four-language work on 
Meyer containing 52 photos taken 
in Athens in 1896. The book was 
supplemented by snapshots of other, 
mostly Greek, photographers.

In the wake of this publication, I 
had the opportunity to meet  Meyer’s 
grandson, who had an  album of his 
grandfather with 34 well-known 
motives in his possession, which he 
sought to auction at Sotheby’s. In-
stead, he was persu aded to sell the 
album to the sports museum of his 
hometown Leipzig.

But he failed to disclose that he 
also had his grandfather’s extensive 
correspondence in connection 
with the marketing of his Olympic 
photographs. This was uncovered 
by ISOH member Rüdiger Fritz. 
Fortunately, Meyer’s grandson 
allowed him to copy the entire 
correspondence and publish it as 
needed. Thanks to this finding, it 
was possible to document the history 
of the first two IOC photos that were 
taken in Athens in 1896 (see JOH, Vol. 
1/2016, pp. 4-15).

Once Meyer’s grandson r ecognised 
the significance of the correspond-
ence, he decided to sell the com-
pilation to the antiquarian, Bernd 
Wirkus. The former employee of 
C ologne’s Carl Diem Archive also in-
tended to auction the documents. 
But he planned to publish the 63 
 letters in a book in co-operation 
with the Cologne Emeritus  Professor 
of Sports History, Wolfgang  Decker. 
Wirkus, alas, died at the age of 75 be-
fore bringing his plans to fruition, 
and Decker took over the project.

This book begins with a short  essay 
on Meyer and, by way of introduc-
tion, a chapter on the history of the 
Olympic Games and their revival. 
Wirkus’ contributions include brief 
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believers through their religion and 
ideology versus modern and Olympic 
sports as secularism. 

But the final and most important 
result of this monography leads back 
to the early decades of the Olympic 
Movement. Pierre de Coubertin 
never got tired of promoting sports as 
means to construct better societies. 
Qatar is an excellent example and 
case study on how to implement 
transformation processes in high 
speed into a young nation and 
dynamic society.

Manfred Lämmer

Deutsch-israelische Fußballfreundschaft, 

(German-Israeli Football Friendship) 

pp. 304, ¤ 29.90, in German

Verlag Die Werkstatt: Göttingen 2018

ISBN: 978-3-7307-0420-2

Reviewed by Andreas Höfer

Sport is a vehicle, if not a catalyst, 
for peace and international under-
standing. In any case, this is what 
advocates always like to claim for the 
cause they support, ever since Pierre 
de Coubertin tried to legitimise the 
modern-day Olympic Games, which 
he invented, with the same idea of 
them being a cultural asset worthy of 
protection.

Now, history has often shown that 
the supposedly shiny medal also has 
a dark side. This is what critics say, 
sometimes with relish, to expose 
the wonderful idea as whitewashing 
or an unrealistic utopia in order to 
prove that sport, whatever bridges 
it may claim to build, frequently 
has the opposite effect, namely to 

deepen existing divides, or even 
open new ones.

If the ambivalence in question 
can be adequately examined in 
different historical contexts, for 
example with regard to the Cold War, 
the divided states of Germany and 
Korea or the apartheid regime in 
South Africa, the history of the state 
of Israel is particularly suitable for a 
corresponding case study. 

After all, sport was and is often 
used by its declared opponents 
to publicly deny its right to exist. 
It goes without saying that the 
relationship between Israel and 
Germany, which is heavily burdened 
by National Socialism and the 
Holocaust, has a specific meaning 
in this context, which makes it all 
the more astonishing that sport can 
be credited with a noteworthy, and 
remarkably positive, role.

For many years now Manfred 
Lämmer, one of the best-known and 
best-versed experts in the matter, 
has addressed this topic in a variety 
of ways, and always persuasively. 
Now, in a recent monograph, he 
examines a specific aspect of the 
subject, namely the German-Israeli 
Football Friendship.

If the title itself looks like an 
apodictic response to the question, 
posed at the outset, of it being a 
curse or blessing, it is substantiated 
and decisively justified over just 
under 300 pages. For good or for 
bad, the author focuses on the 
relationship between Israel and 
the Federal Republic of Germany, 
as during its existence the GDR 
maintained a “non-relationship” 
due to political consideration 
with regard to the Soviet Union 
and categorically rejected any 
responsibility for the consequences 
of the war, and thus Israeli demands 
for compensation. For that very 
reason a “sporting friendship” with 
Israel was not an option from the 
point of view of the GDR.

If “friendship” initially seems 
like too strong a word in view of 
the relationship between the two 

official reports and advertising 
brochures of sports associations and 
federations inside the country and 
oral history as mentioned above.

The latter was crucial for under-
standing the arrival of modern sports 
to Qatar and the outcome would 
have been scrappier without the 
author having had such a strong 
connection to the country.

The period after the Second World 
War until the 1980s was character-
ized by the transformation of  Qatar 
from a tribal and rural to a  modern 
and urban society. Back in the 1960s 
 Qatar and other countries in the 
Middle East had been recognised 
inside the Pan Arab movement 
 under strong leadership of Egypt 
as Islamic partners and brothers. 
But the countries in the Middle 
East were  economically growing 
and transforming themselves 
into independent nations. New 
identities were created and sports 
played a major role in the nation-
building process of Qatar. Western 
sport events (i.e. football, tennis, 
basketball) were  imported to Qatar 
and served as one of the motors for 
 modern Arab society. 

Modern sports were and still are 
a symbol for  modernisation inside 
the nation-building  process.  Qatar 
profes sionally hosted numerous 
 mega-events, using them for key 
political changes inside society. The 
introduction of  women’s sport and 
the implementation of  human rights 
are two such examples. In addition, 
Qatar became visible and internatio-
nally respected due to its skills in 
organising these mega-events. The 
award to host the FIFA 2022 World Cup 
is the best-known  example. 

Nevertheless, the processes in 
nation-building and modernisation 
through sports in the fast-growing 
country of Qatar are not easy and 
not always harmonious given the 
controversy between modern sports 
as secular tool against the tradition 
of “ummah”. This is addressed in 
various parts of the study as a pre-
national concept to unify Muslim 
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countries and the profound historical 
debt, the treatise documents a 
development that was, at the very 
least, astonishing. Even if scientific, 
cultural, and also sporting exchange 
with the country of the Nazis was, 
for a long time, an absolute no-
go for the state of Israel, which had 
been proclaimed in May 1948, the 
attraction of encounters in the 
field of sport allowed the gradual 
sprouting of a tender little plant, 
which put down ever stronger roots 
and bore ever larger fruit. The fact 
that football in particular was a 
particularly effective fertiliser goes 
without saying due its status as the 
most popular sport in Germany, one 
which many Jewish immigrants had 
brought with them to their new 
home in Israel.

In this regard, the three intro-
ductory chapters of the book, in 
which co-authors Markwart Herzog, 
Erik Eggers, Nikola Schlichting and 
Jim G. Tobias shed light on the role 

of Jews in German football in the 
first third of the 20th century, the 
bizarre  history of football in the 
Theresienstadt ghetto, and the brief 
heyday of  Jewish football in the first 
DP camps in post-war Germany, 
serve as a historical foil for the theme 
of the book itself.

This highlights an astonishing 
abundance of bilateral encounters, 
which, starting in January 1969, 
and despite all understandable 
uncertainties and persistent resent-
ments,  represented important 
steps on the long and rocky road 
to a normal, sporting, i.e. human, 
contact. For  example,  Lämmer 
describes a landmark appearance 
by Borussia Mönchen gladbach, the 
best German team of that time, in 
Tel Aviv in February 1970.  Despite, 
or perhaps because of, the 6-0 
defeat of the Israeli  national team 
by the German team led by coach 
Hennes  Weisweiler and its star, 
Günter Netzer, both the crowd 

and journalists in the packed 
stadium were enthusiastic about 
the  performance by the Germans, 
which was outstanding in every 
respect, and which led more to 
lasting positive effects than well-
sounding declarations of intent or 
diplomatic initiatives. This positive 
development was not stopped by 
the brutal assassination of the Israeli 
team at the 1972 Olympics in Munich.

Through the description of these 
and other episodes in a specific 
relationship there develops, one 
might say, a lesson in the tension 
between sport and politics, which 
may not serve as a blueprint for 
a reliable means of overcoming 
conflicts, but nevertheless shines 
a dazzling light on the potential 
of – not only – football as part 
of the Olympic vision of a better, 
peaceful world. For this reason 
alone, therefore, this book is warmly 
recommended to all friends of the 
sport.

Member Information

NEW MEMBERS

ÁLVAREZ Ramón Mr. *26 February 1965; E-mail: 
Ramon.alvarez@upr-edu; Address: Salinas, 
Alberque Olimpico, 00751 PO Box 2096, PUERTO 
RICO; Phone: 1-787-996-1001; Occupation: 
Professor; Publications: Sport Training Manual for 
Youth Sport, Special Interest: Olympic Values.

BELYAKOVA Maria Mrs. *13 July 1981; E-mail: 
mbeliakova@ranepa.ru; Address: Prospekt 
Vernadskogo District 84. corp 3, 13 floor, room 
1300, Moskow 117571, RUSSIAN FEDERATION;  Phone: 
79169400785; Occupation: PhD in Economy, 
associate professor, Deputy Dean of the Faculty 
of Management in the Sports and Tourism 
Industry, head of the Chair of Sport and Tourism 
Management at the Russian Presidental Academy 
of National Economy and Public Administration; 
Publications: Abstract of thesis for the degree 
of candidate of economic sciences / Russian 
Academy of Economics. G.V. Plekhanov. Moscow, 
2006 - “Development of a complex approach to 
evaluating the investment attractiveness of an 
investment object (enterprise)” XII International 
Interuniversity Scientific Practical Conference 
RUSSIAN ENTERPRISE: HISTORY AND MODERN 17 
May 2016 - “Organizational structure of the 
management of physical culture and sports 
movement in Russia: socio-economic and legal 
aspects”; Special Interests: Sports Information 
Systems, The history of development of the 
Organising Committees of the Olympic Games, 

Structure and evolution of structure of the 
International Olympic Committee, regional 
economic aspect of the Olympic Games.

BOWLDY Michael Mr. *28 March 1959; E-mail: 
titlemstr@aol.com; Address: 6615 Comet Circle 
#301, Springfield, VA, 22150, UNITED STATES; Phone: 
(1) 703-417-9531; Occupation: Legal research; 
Special Interests: Olympic photography and 
photographers. I have an archive of photos of 
American Olympians - 10,000 +/- original photos 
1900 to date, 3000+ transparencies, glass plate 
negatives, regular negatives and magic lantern 
slides. I am also building a website of rights-free 
mostly pre-WWII images. I also collect credentials, 
passes, tickets, bibs, vests and other items related 
to official photographers.

COSTE-MANIÈRE Ivan Mr. *22 January 1961; E-mail: 
Ivan.costemaniere@skema.edu; Address: Villa 
Wilde, 6 Boulevard George, Clémenceau 06130, 
FRANCE; Phone: +33 623463923; Occupation: 
Professor; Vice-President, Association Franco-
phone des Académies Olympique; Publications: 
“Deporte, Olimpismo y Juventud”; “Marketing 
d’influence et Jeux Olympiques”; “Art, Luxury, 
Culture in Olympics Communication”; “The 
Francophonie Dilemma: from Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin to Paris 2024”; Special interests: Sports 
management, anti-doping, communication.

DIAKONOV Artem Mr. *8 January 1995; E-mail: a@
olymphub.com; Address: Kronshtadtskiy Bul’var 6 
corp.5, 162, Moscow 125212, RUSSIAN FEDERATION; 
Phone: 79096993043; Occupation: Master of 
Sports Administration. Project management 
in sports industry, dedicated to the Olympic 

Heritage; Publications: Doping as a tool of political 
influence (2019, Olympic Bulletin Nr. 20, Russian 
Olympic Academy); Commercialization of world 
sports movement (2019, Olympic Bulletin Nr. 20, 
Russian Olympic Academy), Special interests: 
Digitalization and preservation of History of the 
Olympic Movement. Research into the history of 
the management system development in the 
Olympic Movement and the Olympic Games.

DROZDOWSKY Daniel Mr. *13 July 1992; E-mail: 
daniel.drozdowsky@gmail.com; Address: 
5 Sellmar Road, Toronto, Ontario M9P 3E4, 
CANADA; Phone: (1)416 246 9186; Occupation: 
Physiotheraphy/Clinic Assistant; Special interests: 
Canada, Ukraine, Track and Field, Politics.

DUDDY Niall Mr. *5 March 1979; E-mail: 
niallduddy@gmail.com; Address: Athenry, Co. 
Galway, H65 K197, Brackloon, IRELAND; Occupation: 
Teacher; Special Interests: Ireland at the Olympic 
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