
Obituaries
Piero D 'ln zeo (ITA /p hoto : right),

%  March 1923 in  Rome; +13 Febru­

ary 2014 in Rome. The horseman was 

the older brother of Raimondo (left). 

Like h is younger brother, Piero won 

six  Olym pic m edals, but unlike his 

brother, he never m anaged a gold. 

In i9 6 0  at Rome, Piero was second 

to his brother in the individual show 

ju m p in g  com petition. He also won 

a team  s ilv e r in  show  ju m p in g  in 

1956 and four bronzes -  in d iv id u a l 

ju m p in g  in 1956, and team ju m p ­

ing in 1 9 6 0 ,  19 6 4 , and 1972. Piero 
did w in  the in d iv id u a l gold m edal 

at th e  1959 European C h a m p io n ­

sh ips and also won a silver m edal 

in 1958 and bronze in 1962 in that 

event. He competed at eight Olym­

pics consecutively from 1948 to 1976, 

and he and his brother, Raimondo, 

were the first Olym pians to compete 

in eight Olympics, a m ark since bet­

tered only by Austrian sailor Hubert 

Raudaschl. (WR)

Raim ondo D'lnzeo (ITA), *8  Febru- 

aryi925 in Poggio Mirteto, Rieti; +15 

Novem ber20i3 in Rome. Raim cndo 

D'lnzeo and his brother, Piero, were 

the first O lym pians to com pete in 

eight Olympic Gam es, a m ark since 

equaled by only five Olympians and 

later bettered o n ly  by C a n a d ia n  

horseman Ian Millar, with ten Games 

th ru 2012, A ustrian  s a ilo r  H ubert 

R au daschl and Latvian  A fa n a sijs  

K uzm in s, w ho both com peted in 

n in e . D 'lnzeo's p a rticip atio n  was 

continuous between 1948 and 1976. 

D uringth at tim e he won six Olympic 

m e d a ls  in c lu d in g  an in d iv id u a l 

show  ju m p in g  gold in 1960 at Rome. 

At Rome, the silv e r m e d a llist  was 

Raimondo's older brother, Pierc. His 

other medals were silvers in 1956 in 

both the individual and team ju m p ­

ing event, and team bronzes in 1960, 

1961+, and 1972. In ad ditio n, D'lnzeo 

w as the w orld in d iv id u a l ju m p in g  

cham pio n  in both 1956 and 1960, 

and a silver m edallist in that event 

in ig s s a n d  bronze medallist in 1966. 

He won eight In te rnation al Grand

Prix events between 1956 and 1975. 

D'lnzeo w as a career officer in the 

Ita lian  cavalry and alw ays rode in 

m ilitary uniform. (OM)

Tony Bu hler (SUI), *15 June 1922 in 

W interthur; +29 March 2013 in Sankt 

G allen . Th e so n  o f Swiss cavalry com - 

m anderand horse rider Hans Biihler, 

w ho w on ju m p in g  team  silv e r at 

the 1921+ Olympics, Tony Bühler fo l­

low ed h is  fa th e r's  footsteps and 

served w ith the Swiss cavalry from 

19 4 2 - 4 5 an d  later becam e a top 
Sw iss eq u estrian . He competed in 

eventing at three Olym pic Gam es, 

each 12 years apart -  19 4 8, 1960, 

1972. The high point of his career was 

likely the i9 6 0  Olym pics, w hen he 

won the in d iv idu al eventing bronze 

and helped the Swiss team to cap­

ture a silver m edal. Five years earli­

er, a t  th e  1955 European Cham pion­

ships, Biihler won the eventing team 

silv e r w ith  h is  fathe r and brother 

Marc. He also competed twice at the 

Badm inton Horse Trials — in 1951 and 

in 1968 -  com pleting the event on

David Coleman (GBR), *26 April 1926 Alderley Edge Cheshire; 
t 2 i  December 2013 Berkshire. The passing of David Coleman 
at the age of 87 severs another link  w ith the pioneering days 
o f live sport on televis io n. Coleman covered every Olympic 
Games from 1960 to 2000 for BBC television and is considered 
by m any to be the architect of modern sports commentary.

"He w asn't ju s t  the voice of sport, he ju s t  was so incom ­
p arably better than anybody else th a t did it  e ither in that 
generation or in the current generation." said British Olympic 

Association Chairman Lord Coe.

Colem an w as no m ean athlete and w on the Manchester 
Mile in  191+9, but h is career as a broadcaster w as tru ly world 

class. Few if  a n y could com m unicate the sheer jo y  of sport 
better. His com m entary on Ann Packer's barnstorm ing fin ish 

to the 800 m in the 1964 Olympics remains a classic. "Here she 
comes on the outside a tremendous run and she’s goingto do 
it, Ann Packer's g oingto take the gold m e d a l... oh fantastic 

r u n ..., m agnificent, m agnificent m agnificent."

In Moscow 16 years later Steve Ovett beat Sebastian Coe in 
the m en's 800 m in 1980, Coleman's turn of phrase was equal 

to the occasion "Ovett's blue eyes like chips of ice."
His enthusiasm  was not restricted to British athletes. By his 

own adm ission his love for the Olympics had been kindled by 
listeningto the exploits of Jesse Owens in radio commentaries 
from the 1936 Berlin Games. At his own final Olympics in 2000, 

he called home Australia's Cathy Freeman in the i+oo m final.

"The crowd roaring Freeman on, and the response is there!" 

His im pact w as such that Freem an requested a tape of the 
race w ith  his BBC com m entary. The Intern atio nal Olym pic 
Committee recognised his contribution to the Movement with 

the aw ard of the Olym pic Order. Very few  jo u rn a lists  have 
been so honoured.

He w as also an o utstand ing  football com m entator and 

described m any of the big international occasions for the BBC 
in the sixties and seventies including the 1971+ and 1978 World 

Cup finals.
Such w as his versa tility  th a t he w as also despatched to 

interview the Beatles at the height of theirfam e, and later be­

came a popular host of the BBC quiz programme "A Question 

ofSport".

Yet perhaps his finest hour was in covering one of the great­
est tragedies in Olympic history. Atthe 1972 Games, Coleman 
w as sum m oned to describe the terrifying scene of a terrorist 

siege in Munich's Olympic Village.

W hen it  was all over, the Olympic Movement came together 

for a m em orial service. "The Olym pic Games stand still, the 
flags in the stadium  at h a lf mast, the citizens of M unich, the 
thousands of competitors and officials bew ildered and a p ­

palled."
His words ctth is  tim e of tragedy were as appropriate and as 

they had been for so m any golden moments.

P h ilip  B a ik e i



both occasions and was a s ix -t im e  

national eventing champion.

Bu h ler retired from com petition 

after the 1972 Olympics, but rem ain­

ed active in ridingcircles. At th e  198 o 

Olympics, Bu h le r w a s th e  designerof 

the cross-country course for event­

ing and at the 1988 Olympics he was 

president of the ground jury. Outside 

of sports, Bu hler, who studied agri­

cultural e n gin ee ring  at Zürich and 

Cambridge Universities, ran his own 

farming and forestry business. (OM)

N a ta ly a  Lavrova (RUS), *a  August 

19 8 4 in Penza; +23 April 2010 near 

Krivozerye, Penza. In addition to her 

two Olympic gold m edals, the Rus­

sian  rhythm ic gym nast was a four­

tim e world champion in group com­

petitio n, in 1999, 2002, 2003, and 

2005. She also was European Cham ­

pion in group in 2001. Lavrova began 

rhythm ic gym nastics in  1989 w ith 

the Dynamo club in her hometown 

of Penza. She retired from com pe­

tition in 2005 and became coach of 

the Russian national team. She was 

killed instantly in a h ead -o n  car ac­

cident w hile riding in a car driven by 

her sister, w ho was also killed. (OM)

N adeshda Ilyina (URS), née Kolesni­

kova, *24  Janu ary 19A9  in Z e le n o - 
kumsk, Stavropol Kray; +7 December 

2013 in Moscow. The Russian athlete 

w as the leadin g Soviet fem ale long 

sprinter in the m id-1970s. Nadeshda 

Ilyina competed at the 1972 and 1976 

Olympics, w in n in g  a a x a o o  m relay 

bronze in  1976 an d  rea ch in g  the 

400 m se m ifinal at both Olympics. 

She also competed at the 1971 and 

197A European Cham pionships and 

won the 4xa o o  m relay bronze at 

both cham pionships, w h ile  fin ish ­

ing fourth in the a o o  m in  197A- At 

th e  European In do or C h a m p io n ­

sh ip s, Ily in a  won gold in ax2 laps 

relay in 1975, Aoo m silvers in 197A 

and 1975. AX2 laps relay silver in 1972 

and 1+ 2 + 3 + A  laps relay bronze in 

1970. At the 197A European Indoor 

C h a m p io n sh ip s  held  in G o th e n ­

burg, Ilyina set a world indoo ra o o m

record, w hen she clocked 52.44 in 

her s e m ifin a l ru n . D om estically, 

Ilyina w as th e  Soviet 400 m champion 

in 1973-75 and a x a o o  m champion in 

1969,1971, 1973. 1974  and 1977.
After fin ishing her sporting career, 

Ilyina worked as an athletics coach 

with Dynamo Moscow. Her daughter 

Nadiya Petrova became a successful 

tennis player who ranked no. 3 in the 

world in singles in May 2006. Ilyina 

died in a car accident in the Moscow 

suburbs. (OM)

Eero Kolehm ainen (FIN), *24  March 

1918 in Anttola, Mikkeli; +7 December 

2013 in Mikkeli. Although known as a 

lo ng-d istance skier, K olehm airen's 

first biggest a cco m plish m en t was 

an 18 km victory at Holm enkollen in 

1950. At the 1952 W inter Gam es he 

won a silver in the 50 km , behind 

the great Veikko H aku lin en , in his 

o n ly  start at th at Olym pics. At the 

195A World Cham pionships he again 

started only in the 50 km and was 

11th. At the 1956 W inter Olym pics he 

placed fourth at 50 km, w hile at the 

1958 World Ch am pionships he was 

fifth  in th e  50 km . K o leh m a in e n  

also won the 50 km at the Lahti Ski 

Games in 1956 and 1957 and in 1959 

won h is  o n ly  F in n ish  C h a m p io n ­

ship, again over 50 km. By profession 

Kolehmainen was a farmer. (OM)

Em m anuel McDonald Bailey (GBR),

*8  December 1920 in Hardbargain, 

W illiam sville (TTO); +5 December 2013 

in Port of Spain (TTO). McDonald Bailey 

w as a native T r in id a d ia n  sprin ter 

w ho com peted for B rita in  in  the 

Olympics because Trinidad &  Tobago 

did not yet have a NOC. After fin ish ­

ing sixth in the m en's 100 metres at 

the 1948 Olympics, Bailey returned 

in 1952 to w in a bronze m edal. He 

also ju s t missed the podium  in the 

200 and a x i o o  relay, placing fourth 

in both events. Between Olympics, 

Bailey had tied the world record of 

10.2 for 100 m etres, recording that 

t im e  in  a n  in te rn a t io n a l m atch 

a g a in st Yugoslavia in Belgrade on 

25 A ugust 19 51. He also recorded

n um ero u s u n -r a t if ie d  European 

records, with three marks in the 100 

(1946, 1947,  1950), and six m arks in 

the 200 in 19 5 0 -5 2 . Between 19A 6- 

52 Bailey won 14 in d iv id u a l British 

sp rin t title s, w in n in g  the 100 and 

220 yards in 194 6 - 47, and 1949 - 53 . 
After serving in Royal Air Force (RAF), 

he played professional rugby league 

fo r  a bit and then returned to Trin i­

dad in 1963 and spent the rest of his 

life on the Caribbean islan d. In 1977 

he was awarded Trinidad &  Tobago’s 

Chaconia Medal for service to the 

islands. (OM)

Pyotr B o lo tn iko v (URS), *8  March 

1930 in Zinovkino, M ordoviya; +20 

December 2013 in Moscow. Bolotni­

kov started athletics only at age 20, 

when he joined  the Soviet Army. He 

won h is first n atio n al c h a m p io n ­

ship title in the 19 5 7 10,000 metres, 

when he surprisingly beat the great 

Vladim ir Kuts in the finishing straight 

by 0.2 seconds. He became double 

Soviet cham pio n  in the 5000 and 

10 ,0 0 0  m etres from  1 9 5 8 -6 2 . He 

also won the national 10,000 metres 

title in 196A and was national cross­

country champion in 1958.

Bolotnikov participated  a lready 

at the 1956 Olym pic Gam es and he 

reached a ninth place in 5000 m e­

tres. At the i96 0 Olympics B olotni­

kov controlled the 10,000 race from 

sta rt-to -e n d , beating the favorites, 

East Germ an Hans Grodotzki and 

New Zealander Murray Halberg, by 

five seconds. Later in  i9 6 0  Bolot­

n iko v low ered the 10 ,0 0 0  m etres 

world record by alm o st 12 seconds 

to 2 8 :18 .8 . Just tw o w eeks before 

the 1962 European Cham pionships, 

Bolotnikov lowered th at record to 

28 :18 .2 , th u s beco m ing the m ain  

distance favorite at the Europeans. 

He easily won the 10K, but was su r­

prisingly beaten to third in the 5K.

After an unsuccessful 196A Olym­

pics, Bolotnikov retired from athlet­

ics in 1965. From 19 6 5 -8 5  he worked 

as an ath letics coach w ith  Spartak 

Moscow. From 19 9 0 -9 2  he w as the 

President of Spartak Moscow. (OM)
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V ik to r T sy b u le n k o  (U R S /p h o to : 

centre), *13 July 1930 in Vepryk, +19 

October 2013 in Kyiv. The Ukrainian 

Viktor Tsybulenko was the top Soviet 

javelin throw erofthei950s, w inning 

the Soviet title five times -19 5 2 ,19 5 5 - 

57 and i959.Tsybulenko competed at 

three Olympic Gam es, w in nin g gold 

in 1960, bronze in 1956 and placing 

fourth  in 19 52. He also com peted 

at tw o European C h a m p io n sh ip s, 

w in n in g  silv e r in  1962, and fin ishing 

fourth in  1954 . Tsybulenko ranked 

in the w orld top 10 every year from 

19 52-6 2, save for 1955, but was never 

ranked #1, his best placement being 

second in 1962 and third in 1960.

After fin ish in g  his sporting career, 

Tsybulenko m ade h is career in the 

Soviet Army, retiring from the force in 

1985 with a rank of colonel. After his 

retirement, he again took up javelin  

throw ing and won the 1991+ World 

Masters Championships in M6i+ class. 

(OM)

Valdis M uiznieks (URS), *22 February 

1935 in Riga (LAT); +29 Novem ber 

2013 in Riga. Shooting guard Valdis 

M uiznieks played w ith  the Soviet 

basketball team from 1956-61+, won 

three Olym pic silver m edals (19 56- 

6 a), and was three tim es European 

c h a m p io n  (1957, 1 9 5 9 . 19 61). He 
also participated at the 1959 World 

C h a m p io n sh ip s, w here the Soviet 

Union refused to play against Taiwan 

and was disqualified.

Atthe club level, Muiznieks started 

to play basketball in 1951 w ith D in a - 

mo Riga and then from i95i+-6i+ was 

w ith ASK Riga. With ASK, M uiznieks 

won the Soviet title  four tim es in a 

row (i955_58) and Euroleague three 

tim es in  a row (19 5 8 -6 0 ). He also 

won two silvers (1962,1961+) and one 

bronze (1961) at the Soviet champion­

ships and was a ru n n er-u p  at Euro­

league in 1961 w ith  ASK. M uiznieks 

fin ish e d  h is career by p laying w ith 

Rigas VEF from 19 6 A -6 9 , w in n in g  

another bronze at the Soviet cham ­

pionships with them in 1966.

After his sporting career, Muiznieks 

became a sports official. From 19 69 -

1976 he worked with the Latviar SSR 

Physical Culture and Sports Com­

m ittee and from 19 7 6 -8 8  w as the 

general manager of ASK Riga bas <et- 

ball team . In 2006 M uiznieks was 

selected as am ong the 10 best Soviet 

or Russian sh oo tin g guards of the 

20th century by a newspaper readers' 

p o ll. His son Karlis an d  d aug hter 

Anete also became successful basket­

ball players. (OM)

Jorg Spengler (FRG), *23 December 

1938 in Rem scheid; t2 6  November 

2013 in Nurem berg. Together w ith 

h is bowm an Jorg Schm all, Spengler 

was am ongthe world's best Tornado 

sailors in the 1970s. The duo sailed 

out of the Yacht Club Noris, where 

Spengler, an  educated architect, 

had designed the clubhouse. He was 

part of the German "Golden Olympic 

G e ne ratio n", and won h is  brcnze 

medal in 1976.

Spengler won the European Cham­

pionship in 1970 with non-O lym pian 

van Salzem and the World Cham pi­

onship in 1975 w ith Schm all. In 1977 

Spengler defended h is World title  

with non-O lym pian Rolf Dullenkopf. 

(OM)

Im re  N a g y  (HUN), *21 F e b r ia r y  

1933 in Monor; +20 October 2013 in 

To ro k b a lin t. The H u ng arian  tw ice 

competed a t  the Olympics in m od­

ern p e n ta th lo n , w in n in g  a team  

gold and an individual silver in i960, 

and a team bronze in 1961». Nagy also 

won three silver medals at the World 

Cham pionships in the team event -  

1958 and 1961-62. He was an econo­

m ist as a career, graduated from the 

University of Budapest.

After his sports career ended, he 

helped form a H u n g a ria n -K o re a n  

jo in t venture, which he led until his 

retirement. He was a board member 

of the Union Internationale de Pen­

tathlon Moderne (UIPM), becom ing 

Secretary-General in 1988. He also 

coached th e H u ng arian  n a tio n a l 

team  from 19 7 0 -7 6 , in c lu d in g  as 

coach of the team  at the 1972 and 

1976 Olympics. (OM)

H âkon B a rfo d  (NOR), *17 August 

1926 in Oslo; ti+ Novem ber 2013 in 

Bæ rum . Barfod w as introduced to 

com petitive sa ilin g  at a young age 

by h is  fathe r and after WWII, to ­

gether with Sigve Lie, became a crew 

m e m b er o f th e  N orw eg ian  boat 

"Pan", which was bu ilta n d  skipped 

by Thor Thorvaldsen. The crew was 

c o n s id e re d  as th e  w o r ld ’s best 

Dragon class crew d u rin g  th e  late 

191+05 and early 1950s, as they won 

Olympic golds in 191+8 and 1952 and 

won the Dragon Gold Cup, a regatta 

th a t w as considered as the u no f­

ficial World Cham pionships during 

that era, in 1948 and 1950. Besides 

sa ilin g  in Dragon class, Barfod was 

also a competent Snipe class sailor.

By profession, he was a boat build­

er, b u ild in g  life b o a ts, as w e ll as 

Snipe and Flying Junior class racing 

boats in a factory located in Leang- 

bukta Maritime Center in Vettre, near 

Oslo. He continued sa ilin g  w ell into 

his 80s and at the tim e of his death, 

he was the oldest liv in g  Norwegian 

Olympic gold m edallist. (OM)

V la d im ir  M u s a lim o v  (URS), *31

D e c e m b e r 19 44 in  M osco w ; +3 

Novem ber 2013 in  L u han sk, UKR. 

Besides his Olympic bronze in 1968, 

M usalim ov w as th e  Soviet boxing 

welterweight cham pion three tim es 

in  a row from  19 6 7 -6 9  an d  won 
bronzes a t  the Soviet Championships 

in 1966 and 1970. He also took bronze 

a tth e ig 69  European Championships 

and silv e r a t  th e  1971 W orld Army 

C h am pio nsh ips. After h is  sporting 

career, M usalimov worked as a box­

ing coach and referee in h is h om e­

town of Luhansk. (OM)

W alter B ellam y Jr. (USA), *21+July 

1937 in  New Bern, North Caro lin a 

(USA); 1 2 November 2013 in  College 

Park, GA. Walt Bellamy was the start­

ing center on the 1960 Olympic gold 

m edal team . He played for In dian a 

U n ive rsity an d  m ad e m ost of the 

A ll-A m erica team s in 1960 and 1961 

before being drafted in 1961 by the 

Chicago Packers, a sh o rt-liv e d  NBA



ex p a n sio n  team . B e llam y starred 

in the NBA from the start -  he was 

Rookie of the Year in 1962, leading 

the league in fie ld -g o a l percentage 

(with w hat was then a record .519) 

and a verag ing 31.6 po ints and 19 

rebounds a game. During a 14 -year 

career w hich saw  him  play for five 

team s -  the Packers, w ho became 

the Baltimore Bullets, the New York 

Knicks, the Detroit Pistons, the At­

lanta Hawks, and the New Orleans 

Jazz. B e lla m y was one of th e  top 

centers in the league and ended up 

with career averages of over 20 points 

and 13.5 rebounds. From 19 6^-66 he 

w as the NBA career leader in fie ld  

goal percentage, but was later sur­

passed by Wilt Chamberlain.

Bellam y's 14th year was a short one 

as he played ju s t  one gam e w ith 

the Jazz but th is m ade him  the last 

of the 1960 Olym pians to be playing 

pro b a sk etb a ll. He had an active 

bu sin e ss  career w h ile  he played 

pro basketball. Investing w ise ly in 

real estate and office build ings his 

career since leaving basketball was 

sp e nt m a n a g in g  h is  in vestm ents 

and doing public relations for several 

Southern firms. (OM)

Arne Johansen (NOR), *3 April 1927 in 

Oslo (NOR); +25 October 2013 in 0 rland

(NOR). The Norwegian speed Skater 

w as a sprin t spe cia list, and hence 

never managed to qualify for inter­

n a tio n a l a llro u n d  to u rn a m e n ts. 

Even in national cham pionships, he 

never qualified  for the fin al 10,000 

m. He d id , however, w in the 500 m 

twice, in 1951 and 1952.
The latter performance got him se­

lected for the Olympics, which were 

held in  h is native Oslo. Johansen 

ended up in third, tying with Cana­

d ian Gordon Audley. His best 500 m 

tim e was set in  h is  f in a l season, 

fin ish in g after 42.6 at the fast Davos 

rink.

Johansen rem ained  invo lved in 

the sport all h is life. He w as a re­

spected referee in  Norway, often 

w orking together w ith h is brother 

Johnny, who w as a starter. Arne's 

d aughter, Linda, also w as a speed 

skater. (OM)

Eero M a n ty ra n ta  (FIN), *20 No­

v e m b e r 1937 in  L a m k o ja rv i; +30 

December 2013 in Oulu. Mantyranta, 

probably the most successful Finnish 

cross-country skier ever, competed 

a t  four Olympic Winter Games (1960- 

1972), w in n in g  cross-country skiing 

medals at three of them . A member 

of the Finnish 4 x 1 0  km relay team 

from 19 6 0 -6 8 , he won gold in i960,

silver in 1964, and a bronze in 1968. 

At his peak in 1964, Mantyranta won 

both the 15 km and 30 km and added 

a silver and a bronze in these two 

events in  19 68  to b rin g  h is  total 

m edal h aul to seven. He w as also 

w orld cham pio n  at 30 km in  1962 

and 1966, won relay silvers in both 

these cham pio nships and added a 

bronze in the 50 km in 1966.

He also won the 15 km at H olm en- 

kollen thrice (1962,1964 , 1968) and 

15 km at Lahti tw ice (1964, 1972). 

Mantyranta won five Finnish Cham­

pionships, was selected as the Finn­

ish Sportsm an of the Year in both 

1964 and 1966 and was awarded the 

Holm enkollen medal in 1964 . By the 

tim e of his fourth Olympic appear­

ance in 1972, he was past his prime 

and was selected on lyforthe 30 km, 

in which he finished 19th.

His career ended soon afterwards 

w hen he becam e the first F inn ish  

sportsm an to have tested positive 

for doping. Mantyranta actually had 

tested positive for am ph etam ines 

at the 1972 Finnish  Cham pionships 

before the Sapporo Games, but the 

result was hushed up. The fact came 

to lig h t after the O lym pic W inter 

G a m e s, b u t it has been  a lw a y s 

denied by Mantyranta, although he 

later ad m itted  tak in g horm ones,

Distance champions linked in death

Two of Australia's great distance runners, both multiple 
Olympians, have died within months of each other. David (Dave) 

Power, who finished seventh in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics 
and won a bronze medal in the 10,000 metres in Rome in 1960, 

died in Noosa, Queensland, aged 85, on February 12014; Albert 
(Albie) Thomas, who set world records over two and three miles 

and competed in the Olympic Games of 1956,1960 and 1964, suc­
cumbed to a heart attack in Sydney, aged 78, on October 27 2013.

Among Power's enduring triumphs were his victories in both 
the six miles and the marathon at the Cardiff Commonwealth 

Games in 1958. He was unused to the latter event, and it pun­
ished his feet so badly that he had to be carried to the victory 

rostrum, holding blood-soaked shoes. He told this writer at the 
time: "I was so groggy and n u m b ... I wanted to keep in charge 
ofmysensesand killthepain. Ithoughtabout my family and my 
home. I tried to visualise every shrub in the garden. It sounds 

silly, but I had to keep going and needed some link with reality.”

Thomas, built like a bantamweight boxer, competed in the 

magnificent mile race atSantry Stadium in Augusti958 when five 
runners ran the distance in less than four minutes —  when that 
time was one of sport's more unyielding barriers. Thomas set the 
pace, and the quintet finished with these near— unbelievable 

times: Herb Elliott, 3:54.5; Men/ Lincoln, 3.55.9; Ron Delany 

3:57.5; Murray Halberg, 3:57.5; Thomas, 3:58.6. Next night Elliott 
returned the favour at the same stadium in the way only great 

runners can. He became the "bunny”, and he set an early pace 
for Thomas as the smaller man set a world record for two miles 
of 8:32.0. A month earlier, also in Dublin, Thomas set a world 
three-m ile record ofi3:io.8.

It was a vintage era for distance and middle-distance runners. 
The passing of Power and Thomas is given added poignancy by 

the recent loss, in January 2014, of another famed runner of the 
period, the British Olympic middle-distance runner Christopher 
(later Sir) Chataway. He was 82.

H arry G ordon



w hich during his sports career were 

not yet prohibited. Interestingly, he 

suffered from a m edical condition 

term ed po lycythem ia vera, w hich 

gives one a very high hematocrit, or 

red blood cell count. Normal hem a­

tocrits for men are 4 0 -4 5  but M anty- 

ranta's was a high as 6 0 -6 5 , giving 

his blood increased oxygen carrying 

capacity, w h ich  lik e ly  contributed 

to his success in the aerobic sport of 

cross-country skiing. (OM)

W ilbur "M oose" Thom pson (USA),

*6  A p ril 1921 in  Frankfo rt, South 

Dakota; +25 December 2013 in Long 

Beach, CA. W h ile  a tte n d in g  high 

school in Modesto, Thom pson was 

a nationally  ranked age-group shot 

putter in 1937 and 1938. He moved 

on to Modesto Ju n io r College and 

w on th e N a tio n a l J u n io r College 

Title in 1939 and 1940, but on enroll­

ing at Southern Cal success did not 

com e im m e d ia te ly  and it w as not 

until 1 9 /4.6 , afterThom pson returned 

from war service, that he m ade any 

sort of im pact in the se nio r ranks. 

In 19146 he placed  second in the 

NCAA cham pionships and, although 

he never won an AAU title , he was 

a com fortable w in n e r at the 19*48 

O lym pics. Three of h is m arks were 

superior to Jim  D elaney's best ef­

fort in second place and Thompson's 

w in n in g  put of 17.12 metres was an 

Olympic record and a career best. He 

was world ranked « 2  inig/fB, after be­

ing ranked « 6  in 19/47, and he would 

fin ish  career after 1950, w ith  rank­

ings of # 3  in 19/49 and # 4  in 1950.

After college and earning a m as­

t e r ' s  degree in  petroleum  e n g i­

neerin g at USC, Thom pson worked 

in it ia lly  in the oil business and later 

w ith  th e  C a lifo rn ia  State L a n d s - 

Commission.(OM)

Irma H eijtin g-S chu hm acher (NED);

*2/4 February 1925 in G in neken  en 

Bavel; + 8  Janu ary 201/4 in Berkeley 

Vale, NSW/AUS. The Dutch sw im m er 

started her career in  th e  R otter- 

dam sche Dames Zw em dub (RDZ) in 

Rotterdam and already in 19/47 was

a m em ber of the n a tio n a l 4 x 100 

metres free style relay team , w hich 

won a silver m edal at the European 

Ch a m p io n sh ip s. In 19/48 she was 

m em ber o f th e  O lym pic team  in 

London 19/48. As a m em ber of the 

Z4 x 100 m etres free style relay she 

won a bronze m edal and in the 100 

metres final she reached sixth place.

A tth e  European Cham pio nsh ips 

in V ien na, Austria in 1950, she was 

again  a m em ber of the free style 

relay team  w h ich  becam e Eu ro­

pean Cham pion. She repeated th is 

cham pionship in the in d iv id u a h o o  

metres fin a l, w hich she won in the 

tim e of 1:0 6,4  and also got a silver 

medal in the 400 m free. At the 1952 
Olympics, she was again a member 

of the 4 x lo o  metres free style relay 

team ,w h ich  won the silver m edal 

behind Hungary. In the 100 metres 

fin a l, she again  became sixth. This 

tim e, she also took part in the 400 

metres free style, w here she was 

eliminated in the 4th heat.

In 1951, d urin g  a sw im m in g tour 

to Australia, she met John H eijting, 

w ho was in the Royal Australian Air 

Force (RAAF). Only one week aftei the 

Closing Ceremony in H elsinki, they 

em igrated to A u stra lia  an d  uoon 

a rr iv in g  "dow n u n d e r"  changed 

th eir fa m ily  nam e in Heyting. They 

travelled  a ll over associated w ith  

John's RAAF postings. They had three 

sons, but later in their marriage they 

divorced. She continued to live on 

the Central Coast of New South Wales, 

w here she teached sw im m in g  for 

m any years. Later she also s ta te d  

Masters sw im m in g and once even 

broke the world record in the 50 m 

free (70-75 age group). (AB)

B esik K ud ukh o v (RUS), *15 August 

1986 in Tskhilon/GEO; +29 December 

2013. Kudukhov started w restling in 

1995 and was chosen to the Russian 

national team in 2005. Atthe end of 

the 2000s, he was considered among 

th e best fe a th erw e ig h t and later 

lightweightfreestyle wrestlers in the 

World. Kudukhov won the Olympic 

featherw eight bronze in 2008 and

Olympic lightweight silver in 2012. He 

also won the world title four tim es -  

in 2007 in  featherw eight and from 

200 9-2011 in lightw eight, and was 

European featherweight cham pion 

in 2007 and won the featherweight 

silver at the 2006 World Cham pion­

ships.

Dom estically Kudukhov won the 

Russian title five tim es -  in 2005 in 

featherweight and from 200 9-2012 

in lightw eight. On early m orning of 

29 Decem ber 2013, K ud ukhov lost 

control over h is car on the Kavkaz 

highw ay near Arm avir and collided 

with a truck com ing from the oppo­

site direction. Kudukhov died at the 

scene. (OM)

K a re l G u t (TCH), *16 Se p te m b er 

1927 in Uhrm ëves; t 6  Janu ary 2014 

in Prague. Gut played football as a 

youth but became better known as 

an o ffe n s iv e -m in d e d  ice hockey 

defenseman. He was capped 114times 

for Czechoslovakia, scoring 34 inter­

n atio n al goals, and captained the 

national team from 1952-60. He par­

ticipated three tim es at the Winter 

O lym pics an d  reached place four 

(1952, i960) and he wasfifth in 1956.

Gut started h is career w ith  Praha 

ATK, then moved to Tatra Sm ichov 

from  19 5 1-5 3 , before p la y in g  the 

rest of his career w ith Spartak Praha 

Sokolova TJ. Competing six tim es at 

the World Cham pionships, Gut won 

three bronze m edals in 19 55,1957, 

and 1959, and in 1955 was voted the 

best defensem an at Worlds. He re­

tired  in  1964 an d  becam e an ice 

hockey coach, le a d in g  Czechoslo­

vakia to gold m edals at the World 

Championships in 1976-77, and w in - 

n in g  six  w orld m e d a ls in  a ll as a 

coach. He has been inducted into 

both the Czechoslovakian and the 

IIHF Hall of Fame. (OM)

(AB: Anthony Th. Bijkerk, OM: Olympedia, 

WR: Wolf Reinhardt)

The ISOH offers the families 
of the deceased its sincere 
condolences.


