
Obituaries

E v a  S u r a n o v a  (TCH), *2/* April 1 9 4 6 
in O z d / H U N ;  +31 D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6  in  
Bratislava/SVK. Eva Suran ova re m a in s  
th e  on ly  fe m ale  athlete  from Slovakia  
to h a v e  w o n  a n  O ly m p ic  m e d a l .  The  
M u n i c h  G a m e s  in  1 9 7 2  p r o v e d  to  
b e  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  h e r  l ife. Sh e  
p r o d u c e d  l i f e t im e  b e s t s  in a g r e at  
c o n t e s t  w it h  h o m e  fa v o u r ite  H e id e  
R o s e n d a h l  a n d  D ia n a  Yorgova from  
Bulgaria .  On h e r s e c o n d  a tte m pt,  sh e  
se t  a n e w  C ze c h o s lo v a k  record 6 . 6 0  
m a n d  im p ro v ed  th is  to 6 .6 7  m in th e  
fourth ro u n d .

Two y e a rs  la te r  S u r a n o v a  e n jo y e d  
a n o t h e r  s t a r ry  m o m e n t .  S h e  w o n  
E u r o p e a n  C h a m p i o n s h i p  s i l v e r  
in R o m e ,  l e a p i n g  6 . 6 0  m b e h i n d  
t h e  H u n g a r i a n  I l o n a  B r u z s e n y a k  
( 6 . 6 5  m ).  S h e  a ls o  t o o k  p a r t  in t h e  
M o n t r e a l  O l y m p i c s ,  b u t  f a i l e d  to  
q u a l if y  for th e  final.

She h a d  her greatest in te r n a t io n a l  
s u c c e s s e s  in t h e  lo n g  j u m p ,  yet  s h e  
w a s  a c t u a l l y  n a t i o n a l  c h a m p i o n  
in f o u r  d i s c i p l i n e s  -  e ig h t  t i m e s  in 
l o n g  j u m p ,  b u t  a l s o  o n c e  e a c h  in  
p e n t a t h l o n ,  1 0 0  m e t r e s  h u r d l e s  
a n d  1 0 0  m e t r e s .  In a l l ,  s h e  s e t  25  
C z e c h o s l o v a k  re c o rd s .  In 201£*, s h e  
w a s  n a m e d  " S p o r t s  L e g e n d "  b y  
Slovak sports jo u r n a l is ts .  (ZL)

J e a n  V u a r n e t ( F R A ) ,  * 18J a n u a r y  1933 
in Le B a rd o /T U N ; t 2  J a n u a r y  2 0 17  in  
S a l l a n c h e s .  T h e  s o n  o f  a d o cto r,  he  
a c h i e v e d  h is  first s ig n if ic a n t  a l p i n e  
s k i i n g  s u c c e s s  a t  t h e  C o u p  E m i l e  
A l l a i s  in  1 9 5 6 .  Yet  F r a n c e ' s  c h i e f  
coach J a m e s  Couttet refused to select  
h i m  for t h a t  y e a r ' s  O ly m p ic  W in t e r  
G a m e s  in  C o r t in a .  In 1 9 5 7  V u a r n e t  
a c h i e v e d  h i s  f i r s t  t w o  n a t i o n a l  
titles. He w a s  d e s t in e d  to w i n  se v en  
in  a l l .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  h e  w o n  
W orld  C h a m p i o n s h i p  b ro n z e  in th e  
d o w n h i l l  a n d  in th e  c o m b in e d .

V u a r n e t 's  greatest su cce s s  c a m e  in 
1 9 6 0  a t  th e  W in te r  G a m e s  in S q u a w

V a lle y .  He b e c a m e  t h e  f irs t  Alp n e  
O l y m p i c  c h a m p i o n  to  u s e  a m e t a l  
ski.  He p la y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r .  in 
t h e f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f a  m a re  
a e r o d y n a m i c  ski t e c h n i q u e ,  w h ic h  
w a s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  t h e  tu c k  ("oeuf").  
He w a s  also a n  author.

After h is  r e t ir e m e n t  he d e d ic a c e d  
h i m s e l f  to  b u i l d i n g  u p  w i n t e r  
s p o r t s  a r e a .  F ro m  1 9 6 8  to  19 7 2  h e  
w a s  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  t e a m ,  
w h ic h  i n c l u d e d  O l y m p i c c h a m p i o n s  
G u s t a v o  T h o m  a n d  P i e r o  G r o s .  
A fter t w o  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  y e a r s  a s  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  Ski  
F e d e r a t io n  ( 1 9 7 2 - 1 9 7 4 ), h e f o u n c e d  
a s p o r t s  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c c e s s o r i e s  
c o m p a n y .  The s u n g la s s e s  c o l le ction  
w h i c h  b ore  h is  n a m e  b e c a m e  b e s t  
k n o w n  of all.

LUNETTES  
SKILYNX ACIER

V u a r n e t  w a s  m a r r r i e d  to  Ed th  
B o n l i e u ,  a n  A l p i n e  s k ie r  w h o  t c o k  
p a r t  in t h e  1 9 5 6  G a m e s .  T h e  s is te r  
o f  1 9 6 4 g i a n t  s l a l o m  c h a m p i o n  
F r a n ç o is  B o n l i e u  (1937- 1973) w a s  a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  O rd e r o f  t h e  S o la r  
T e m p le  a n d  d ie d  in 1 9 9 5  a l o n g  w it h  
h e r  so n  Patrick a t  a m a s s  s u i c i d e  in  
Sw itze rlan d . (VK)

P a u l  B e r t  E l v s t r o m  ( D E N ) ,  * 2 5
F e b r u a r y  1 9 2 8  i n  H e l l e r u p ;  t 7  
D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6  in H e l le r u p .  O n e  of  
o n ly  se v en  O ly m p ia n s  w h o  w o n  four  
c o n s e c u t iv e  go ld  m e d a l s .  E lvstrpm  
got h is  first go ld  as a 2 0  y e a r  o l d  in  
t h e  Firefly c lass  a t  t h e  1 9 4 8 G a m e s .  
F u r t h e r  O ly m p ic  v ic t o r ie s  f o l lo w e d  
in t h e  F in n  d i n g h y  in 1 9 5 2 , 1 9 5 6  a n d  
 196 0 .  A reserve in 1 9 6 4 , h e  m a d e  th e  
t e a m  a g a in  in 1 9 6 8  a n d  1972. After a n

in terval  o f  t w e lv e  years he retu rn ed  
to t h e  G a m e s  in 1 9 8 4 . T h is  t i m e  he  
c o m p e t e d  a l o n g s id e  d a u g h t e r T r in e  
in t h e  T o r n a d o  a n d  f i n i s h e d  fo ur th  
(They r e m a in  to d a te  th e  o n ly  fa th e r/  
d a u g h t e r  c o m b i n a t i o n  in  O l y m p i c  
history). He b a d  farew ell at th e  1 9 8 8  
Seoul G a m e s  w h e n  a t  th e  a g e  o f  6 0  
he f in is h e d  i s 1" in th e  Torn ad o .

A l t o g e t h e r  h e  t o o k  p a r t  in  t h e  
G a m e s  o n  e ig h t  o c c a s i o n s .  He w o n  
13 w o rld  titles in te n  d ifferent cl asses  
of b o a ts .  His s a i l in g  career s p a n n e d  
40 y e a r s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  h e  b r o u g h t  
h o m e  20 m e d a l s  from  in t e r n a t io n a l  
c h a m p i o n s h i p s .  In 1 9 9 6 ,  o n  t h e  
o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t e n a r y  o f  t h e  
D a n i s h  S p o r ts  F e d e r a t i o n ,  h e  w a s  
elected " S p o rts m a n  of t h e  C en tu ry".

E lv s tr p m  a ls o  r e a c h e d  t h e  t o p  in  
b u s i n e s s .  In 1 9 5 4 h e  f o u n d e d  h i s  
o w n  f irm  o f  s a i l m a k e r s  b e c a m e  a 
e a d e r  in  t h e  f i e l d .  H is  t e c h n i c a l  
n n o v a t i o n s  a ls o  e n r ic h e d  t h e  sp ort  

o f  s a i l i n g  a n d  h e  a ls o  p u b l i s h e d  a 
s e r ie s o f b o o k s a b o u t s a i l i n g .  (vi<)

W i m  v a n  d e r  V o o r t  ( N E D ) ,  * 2 4  
March 19 2 3  in ' s - G r a v e n z a n d e ;  +23  
0c t o b e r2o i6 in Delft. He w o n  s p e e d ­
sk a t in g  s ilver at  th e  19 5 2  Oslo W in ter  
O l y m p i c s  in  2 m i n .  2 0 . 6  s e c .  He  
•"inished o n ly  0.2 s e c o n d s  b e h in d  th e  
great N orw e g ian  H ja lm a r  A n d e rs e n .

V a n  d e r  V o o r t  n o t  o n l y  h a d  to  
r a c e  a g a i n s t  A n d e r s e n  i n  t h e  
B is le t t  S t a d i u m  b u t  a l s o  c o n t e n d  
w i t h  t h e  s n o w  t h a t  j u s t  fell before  
h e  s t a r t e d .  T h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  
A n d e r s e n  h a d  b e a t e n  h i m  in t h e



World Championship in the same 

stadium. In the final race against 

each other, Andersen fell and van 

der Voort crossed the line first. But 

he agreed to skate again and this 

time Andersen prevailed. The Dutch 

coach and national federation were 

unsuccessful in their appeal against 

the organisers decision. (BvH)

F a i n a  M e l n i k  (U RS ),  *9 June 1945 

in Bakota, Khmelnytskyi Oblast/ 

UKR; t i6  December 2016 in Moscow. 

A farmer's daughter, she took up 

athletics during her studies at the 

Institute of Physical Culture in Kiev. 

From 1968 she lived in Erevan, 

Armenia, where she was coached 
by Kim Bukhantsev, h im s e lf  an 

Olympian in discus from 1956 to 

1964. In 1971 afterfour invalid throws 
she produced a world record 6^.22 

m In the last round to take European 

Championship gold.

Melnik set ten more world marks, 

f in a l ly  e x te n d in g  the record to 

70.50 m (1976). Her sequence as 

world record holder was only briefly 

In te r ru p te d  by the R o m a n ia n  

Argentina Menis who threw 67.22 m 

thirteen days afterfinishingsecond 

to Melnik at the Munich Olympics.

M e ln ik  w a s  u n d e f e a t e d  in 

competition for a three year period. 

She defended her European title 

in 19 74 but was u n e x p e c te d ly  
beaten into fourth place at the 1976 

Olympics. In the fifth round she 

did achieve 68.60 m, which would 

have been enough for silver, but the 

throw was disallowed because she 

had started her turn twice contrary 
to the rules. at the 1980 Games her

53.76 m in the qualification round 

was not enough to reach the final.

From 1977 to 1979, she was married 
to the Bulgarian discus thrower Velko 

Velev. She subsequently  worked 

as a coach and looked after the 

Olympic shot put champions Natalya 

Lisovskaya (1988) and Svetlana 

Krivelyova (1992). After studying 

medicine in the 198os in Moscow she 

also worked as a doctor, (vk)

H e i n z  U l z h e i m e r  ( F R G ) ,  *27

December 1925 in Frankfurt-Höchst; 

1" 18 December20i6 in Bad Sooden- 
Allendorf. Rudolf Harbig, w h o o n i2 ,h 

August 1939 had run a world record 

over u o o  m In 46.6 sec, thereafter 

visited Ulzheimer's school in Höchst, 

where he distributed signed cards. 

From then on he was Ulzheimer's 
hero, who began serious sport in 

1944 -  in that year, Harbig died on 
the Eastern Front.

Ulzheimer had to w aita longtime 

before he could prove his running 

talent. The Germans were excluded 
from the 1948 Games. When they 

were permitted to start in 1952, the 

almost 27 year old suspected that 
these would be his only Games. And 

he knew h o w  to take advantage of 

his chance: in the 800 m he came 

third In a personal best(1:49.7 min) 
behind Malvln Whitfield (USA) and 

Arthur Wint (JAM). After the Second 

World W ar this w a s  t h e  first German 

Olympic medal at Summer Games.

The Frankfurt car mechanic, who 

secured a second Olympic bronze in 

Helsinki in the 4x400 m relay, was 

subsequently invited to the indoor 

season in the USA. There he was the 

first foreigner to win over 1000 yards 

in Madison Square Garden. With a 

further bronze in the 4x400 m rela 

at the 1954 European Championships 

ended his sporting career.

He did his examination as motor 

v e h ic le  service t e c h n ic ia n  and 

opened a petrol station. In his Iasti5 

years of employment he looked after 

the FrankfurtSports Museum, which 

was closed when the stadium was 
rebuilt, (vk)

M u r u s e  Y e f t e r  (ETH), *15 May 19^9. 

in Awsaja, Province of Tigre; +23 

December20i6 in Toronto, Ontario/ 

CAN. Although only 1.61 metres tall, 

Yefter was a very great runner. Called 

up to  the airforce to Addis  Abeba, he 

met his sporting hero Abebe Bikila, 

who was preparing for his third 

OlympicGames in 1968.

Yefter f irst  drew atte ntion to 

himself In an USA vs. Africa match 

in North Carolina. He won over

10,000 metres. at the 1972 Olympics 

in Munich he took bronze over the 

same d istance be hind  the Finn 

Lasse Viren and B e lg ian  Em iel 

Puttemans. He m ight well have 

could have been successful also over 

5000 metres, but he arrived too late 
for his heat. An overzealous steward 

had prevented him from entering to 

the stadium.

Yefter missed the 1976 Olympic 
Games, when Ethiopia were one 
of 15 black African NOCs to boycott 

the Games. The following year he 

achieved the 5000 m /1 0 ,0 0 0  m 

double at the inaugural IAAF World 

Cup and repeated his success in 

1979. The same year he also won 
5000 and 10,000 m at the Soviet 

Spartakiade. The follow ing year 

he returned to Moscow for the 

Olympics.

By now 36 and a captain in the 

army, he celebrated his greatest 

triumph with gold over 5000 and 

10,000m . His dream of ending his 

career in 19 8 4 with an Olympic 

marathon victory remaind unful­

filled. Ethiopia boycotted Los Angeles 

and also stayed away from the 1988 

Games i n  Seoul.

The father of seven children, he 

moved to Canada in 1990 to work 

as a coach. He had always been 

known throughout the Western 

world as "Miruts Yifter” and nick­
named "Yifter the Shifter" because 

of his f in ish in g  speed. In fact he 

confirmed to the author in a long 

interview that the correct spelling 

s h o u ld  be M uruse Yefter. His 

handwritten confirmation is in the 
archive. (VK)
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F r a n k  I s a a c  S p e l l m a n  (U S A ),  *17

September 1922 in Malvern, PA; +12 

January 2017 in Gulf Breeze, FL. He 
started weightlifting in 1990 and 

within two years he had won the 

ju n io r  m iddlew eight title. In the 

same year he enlisted in the US 

Army. He took part in the Normandy 

In v a s io n  in 1999. W hen peace 

returned, he fin ished third in the 

World Championships and a silver 
the following year as a prelude to 

Olympic gold in 1998. His career was 

a short one but he also took 1996 and 
1998 AAU titles and in 1950 a gold 

medal at the Maccabiah Games.

In 1961, at the age of 39, he came 
out of retirement and won another 

AAU Cham pionship. He made his 

career as a professional photogra­

pher and was also considered an 

accomplished artist, musician, and 

woodworker, (pt/ vk)

N a d e z h d a  F y o d o r o v n a  O l i z a r e n k o  
(URS), *28 November 1953 in Bryansk/ 

RUS, +17 February 2018 in Odessa/ 

UKR. The Russian began in 1967 with 

athletics. From 1972 she concentrated 

on the 800 m. Under her maiden 

name o f  Mushta she came second in 

1978 in the European championship 

b e h in d  her com patriot Tatyana 

Providohkina.

In thefollowingyearshe married 

the Ukrainian steeplechase runner 
Sergey Olizarenko. After she had set 

a world record oni2thJune 198o with 

1:59.9 min, she was considered top 

favourite for the Moscow Games,

a role she lived up to. She became 
Olympic champion and improved 

her world record in the race to 

1:53.93 min. 0veri5OO m she won the 
bronze medal.

After Moscow she retired to have 
a baby. But her plan to end her 

career in 1989 in Los Angeles with a 

second gold failed due to the Soviet 

Olympic boycott. For that reason 
she postponed her retirement to 

the next Games, which was only 

partly successful. She did become 

European champion in 1986, but 

at the G am es in Seoul she was 

eliminated in the semi-final. (v\)

Y u r y  M i k h a i l o v i c h  P o y a r k o v  (URS),
*10 February 1937 in Kharkiv/UKR, 
t í o  F e b ru a ry  2017 in K h a r <iv . 

Poyarkov from Burevestnik Kharkiv 

played with the Soviet team f'om 

1960-1972 and was the captain from

1965 to 1972.
He won two Olympic golds (1969, 

1968), two World Championships 

titles (1960,1962), two European 

Cham pionships titles (1967, 1971) 

and a World Cup in 1965. He also 
won bronzes at the 1972 Olympics,

1966 World Cha m p io nship, 1963 
European Championship and 1969 
World Cup.

After finishing his sporting career, 

Poyarkov worked as a professor 
of Kharkiv  National Pedagogical 

University, being the head ofsaort 

games departm ent. He was also 

active with Ukrainian Volleyball 

Federation, b e ingthe member of 

their executive committee. He died 

on his 8 o,h birthday, (tk)

W i l l i a m  N o r v a l l  " B i l l "  C r a ig  (USA),

*16 January 1995 in Culver City, Cal.; 
t i  January 2017 in Newport Beach, 
Cal. Although Craig was rather below 

his best on the breaststroke legof the 

medley relay at the 1969 Olympics, 

his USA team still became the first 

ever to swim below four minutes 
for the event. He had also been a 

member of the gold medal medley 

relayteam at the 1963 Pan-American 
Games.

Craig later owned a restaurant, 

'B il ly ’s at the Beach', in Newport 
Beach, California. This was a Hawai­

ian style eatery based on concepts 

he found in the Hawaiian Islands, 

his favorite place. He also worked in 
other roles, including finance and 

teaching, (b m )

J a n  S z c z e p a h s k i  (POL), *20 Novem­

ber 1939 Matecz; +15 January 2017 

Warsaw. A lightweight boxer, he won 

Olympic gold at the 1972 Games in 
Munich in what was essentially his 

second career.
He had been national champion in 

1962 and 1963 but was then arrested 
foralcohol anddrugabuse. Released 

in 1968, he set about rebuilding his 

careerand won national titles again 

from 1969 to 1971. He won European 
Championship gold in 1971 before 

his victory in Munich.Thefollowing 

year he retired and worked as a 

boxingcoach. He also appeared in a 

numberofPolishfilms. (wr)

V a s i l y  K u d i n o v  (RUS), *17 February 

1969 in llyinka, Astrakhan Oblast; 

t n  February 2017 in Astrakhan. A left 

backcourt player, Kudinov started 

his professional career with local 

Dynamo Astrakhan in 1987. After 

w in n in g  gold at the 1989 World 

J u n io r  C h a m p io n s h ip ,  he was 

selected to the Soviet team in 1990 

and played with them (and later 

Russian) for 19 seasons until the 

2009 Olympics. He won the Olympic



golds in 1992 and 2000 and bronze 

in 2004, while being fifth at  th e  1996 

Olympics.

K u d in o v  w a s also the w orld  

cham p ion in 1993 and 1997 and 

European champion in 1996. He was 
the top goalscorer with 50 goals at 

the 1991+ European Championship 

and was selected to the all-starteam 

as the best left backcourt player at 

the 1994 European a n d  1997 a n d  1999 

World Championships.

From 1993-1997 he played in France 

with US Ivry and won the French 

title in 1997 and French Cup in 1996. 

From 1997-2001, Kudinov played in 

Germany, first with VfL Hameln until 

2000 and then one season with 

SC Magdeburg. With Magdeburg, 
Kudinov won both the Germ an 

title and EHF Cup in 2001. From 2001 
to 2004 Kudinov played in Japan, 

with Honda Suzuka and won three 

Japanese titles In a row from 2002 

to 2004, before finishing his career 

again with Dynamo Astrakhan in 

200^-2005 season.

After that he worked as a ch ild ­

ren's coach with Zarya Kaspiya in 

Astrakhan. His son Sergey belongs to 

the Russian team since 2014. (tk)

S a m u e l  L e e  (USA) *1 Augusti920 in 

Fresno, CaI.; t2  December 2016 in 

Newport Beach, Cal. The Olympic 

champion in high diving of 1948 and 

1952 as well as bronze medallist in 

London in the 3-metres springboard 

was the son of Korean immigrants. 

Although his father was qualified In 

civil engineering, he found no work 

in California, whereupon he opened 

a chopsuey restaurantand market.

After the f a m i ly  had moved 

to H ig h la n d  Park, a su b u rb  of 

Los Angeles, Sammy Lee got the 

o p p o rtu n ity  to take part in an 

"international day", where he was 
discovered for diving. Under the 

tutelage of the coach Jim Ryan, Lee 

in 1938 was the first diver to perform 

t h e  tw o-and a half salto backwards 

and in 1940 the t w o -a n d  a half  

Auerbach salto. In 191+2 he became US 

champion for the first time.

After he had concentrated in the 
next years on his medical studies 
at the Southern California School, 

which he concluded with an MD in 
1947, he managed a comeback. In 

1946 and 1947 he won the national 

c h a m p io n s h ip s  at the platform 

event.

Lee went to the US Army Medical 

Corps In Korea from 1953 to 1955, 

where he specialized In diseases of 

the ear. As a coach ne looked after in 

1960 the Olympic champion in high 

d iving Robert Webster. He wrote 

a popular book about diving and 

in 1971 discovered Greg Louganis, 

at that time only eleven, whom 

he coached from 1975 to 1978 ard  

who became four tim es Olympic 

cham pion. At the Games of 1956, 

1961+ and 1968, Lee was usee as a 

judge. In Los Angeles' Koreatown 

there has been a Sammy Lee Square 

at the corner of Olympic Boulevard/ 

Normandie Avem_e. See also: JOH, 

Vol. 10, No. 2, pp. 15-21. (VK)

(BM = Bill M allon, Bvh = Bep van Houdt,

PT = P aul Tchir, Tl< = Toavl Kalju,

Vl( -  Volker Kluge, \NR = Wolf Reinhardt,

ZL =  Zdenka Letenayova)

The ISOH offers the fam ilies 
of the deceased its sincere 

condolences.


