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For Principality and Britain:
Wales at the 1908 Olympic Games
By LUKE J. HARRIS 

The 1908 London Olympics represented Great Brit-
ain’s first serious entry into the Olympic Games.
The team numbered 676, nearly a third of the total
number of competitors.Of these 39 came from Wales,
the least populous of the four nations that made up
the ‘Great Britain and Ireland’ team. They included
its first female representatives and its first Olympic
medallists. This article will give details about some of
the prominent performances of Welsh athletes, along
with providing analysis of the coverage offered by the
Welsh press with the desire to explain how this pro-
vides evidence from a sporting perspective of a new
Welsh identity which historians believed had been
developing throughout the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

Edwardian Wales

The Edwardian period (1901-1914) was a prosperous
one for Wales, both in terms of its economic output
and its sporting endeavours. The discovery of large
quantities of coal in the valleys of South Wales during
the industrial revolution had changed the very nature
of the country, from an agricultural centre, to‘one of
the first truly industrial societies in the world’, plac-
ing at the ‘the heart of the imperial economy’1by the
start of the twentieth century. The consequence was
that Cardiff expanded from having a population of just
10,000 in 1841 to 164,000 in 1901 and on its way to be-
coming a city in 1905.2

Historian Kenneth O Morgan describes the period be-
tween 1905 and 1914 as one ‘when the economic pros-
perity, national awareness, and political creativity of
the Welsh people were most effectively deployed for
the benefit of themselves and their neighbours.’3He
identified a ‘glow of optimism’ present in Wales during
this period, owing to its economic strength, sporting
prowess and the achievements of Welshmen such as
David Lloyd-George, who became Chancellor of the
Exchequer in 1905, the highest governmental posi-
tion held by a Welshman for over a century. Conse-
quences of Wales’s new optimism was the creation of
a new sense of Welsh nationalism, viewed as a factor
in helping to save the Welsh language.4

The growth and prowess of Wales owed much to the
central position it played within Britain and the Em-
pire, and this was a source of immense pride. This
sentiment was expressed in 1900 by a Liberal Party
candidate in Barry on St David’s Day (1st March). He
confessed to be ‘proud of being a Welshman’,but had
‘a greater pride that Wales was part of the British Em-
pire-the largest and best in the world.’5

There were those that were not as passionate about
the Union as the Liberal candidate, as a home rule
movement was emerging, while there was also reali-
sation of a critical division between North and South
Wales.6Despite this, those running the country were
committed to British Imperialism, and kept prob-
lems that could have been created by this to a mini-
mum.7

From a cultural standpoint there were moves during
the Victorian and Edwardian periods which illustrated
the new Welsh identity. In 1858, the Eisteddfod (an an-
cient festival of Welsh literature, music and culture)
was revived, while a national library and museum
were established in 1907. These all helped to give
Wales institutions that were not British, but Welsh.
David Andrews explains that ‘the Welsh were look-
ing to create a nation which would contrast with and
yet complement England. Within the parameters of a
Great Britain, Wales was intent on developing a sepa-
rate identity out of historical difference, rather than
one based upon hostile resistance.’8Pride in Wales’s
role in Britain along with establishing its own identity
separate, but uniquely Welsh are themes prominent in
their representatives and coverage of the 1908 Olym-
pics.
Excluding the Olympic Games, sport provided Wales
with an opportunity to develop and express its bur-
geoning identity, as the first international sporting
contests came between the nations of Britain. For
example, Wales’s inaugural international football
match was in 1876 (against Scotland) and its maiden
rugby international in 1881 (against England). Rugby
quickly became the national sport and historian Rich-
ard Holt states that rugby held a ‘central role’9 in the
development of Wales’s new identity at the end of the
nineteenth century. Its significance to the nation was
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further enhanced by its successes during in the Ed-
wardian period, particularly following a famous vic-
tory over the touring New Zealanders in 1905.
Before facing Wales, the New Zealanders had won all
27 of their matches beating England, Ireland and Scot-
land.
The Western Mail newspaper suggested believed that
the Welsh victory had come ‘to the rescue of the Em-
pire and that the team had demonstrated the fine attrib-
utes of ‘pluck and determination’and had ‘produced
sons of strong determination, invincible stamina, res-
olute, mentally keen, physically sound,’10 statements
which implied a strong physical identity.
The match has taken on legendary status and in his es-
say on the game,Gareth Williams believed, ‘that it was
far more than a game, but a factor defining national
existence...It was not merely that the Welsh XV-at this
time enjoying the Wales whose offspring they were, a
Golden Age of enterprise, optimism and confidence.’11

This sporting success was Wales’s alone, but it con-
tributed towards the greater good.
Historian Martin Johnes explains that during this pe-
riod; ‘Popular Welsh patriotism was more concerned
with achieving recognition within a British context
than with separation. Sport offered a perfect vehicle
for this: an opportunity to get one over the English
neighbour without any of the uncertainties of extremi-
ties of a political movement.’12 This is certainly appar-
ent here and represented a chance for Wales to ‘get
one over’ on England, whose own physical status had
been a cause for concern. This followed the recruit-
ment crisis for the Boer War, where many recruits
failed to reach the required physical fitness standard,
resulting in a 1904 Inter-Departmental Committee on
Physical Deterioration.
The separation between Welsh and English athletes
is a theme which is prominent in Welsh press reflec-
tions on the 1908 Olympics, as when a Welsh athlete is
successful this is often highlighted as being different
to that of England. The coverage of Welsh athletes is
generally positive, whatever the performance.

Wales at the 1908 Olympics

In comparison with other international sporting con-
tests, the Olympic Games provided Welsh sportsmen
and women something different, as they competed
for ‘Great Britain and Ireland.’Prior to the Games, the
various Welsh Sporting Associations had the opportu-
nity to submit their athletes for selection in the British
team. This came as a result of both regional and na-
tional trials with different processes undertaken. For
example, it was reported that the Welsh Swimming
Association considered that:

‘only one entry in each event was feasible, and only
when a swimmer had a reasonable chance was it ad-
visable to enter him. Aspirants in the various towns
would have to swim a trial against the watch, and only
in a case where the time shown would compare with
last season’s championships would further consid-
eration be given.’13

The consequence of this was that a mixture of trials
against the clock and races between the Welsh swim-
mers took place in either Cardiff, Newport or Swan-
sea. In total, ten men were named in an article which
reflected on a meeting of the Welsh Amateur Swim-
ming Association Executive Committee, although only
one, Paulo Radmilovic was to compete.14

Radmilovic, won two of the three gold medals won by
Welsh athletes. In all five medals were won (3 gold, 1
silver and 1 bronze). The other Welsh medallist was
Albert Gladstone, grandson of the former Prime Min-
ster Ewart Gladstone, in the rowing eights.
Gladstone, who was born in Hawarden, Flintshire,
was just 21 years old and the youngest member of the
Leander crew, one of two British crews in the event.
They defeated a Belgium crew in the final. The only
silver won by a Welsh athlete at the Games was won
by archer Reginald Brooks-King in the double York
round. Born in Monmouth born and  a five-time na-
tional champion between 1900 and 1908, he finished
second behind William Dod, another British archer.
The largest percentage of athletes from Wales com-
peting in any single sport was  hockey, where in com-
mon with the other all three home nations entered
their home team.
The competition therefore included England, Ireland,
Scotland and Wales.
This came about after the Irish Hockey Association
rejected an English proposal for a combined British
Hockey team. This resulted in the decision that each
of the British nations would entered their own team,
all under the name of ‘Great Britain and Ireland’.15 This
made for a six-team competition alongside France
and Germany.
The hockey tournament at the 1908 Olympics was one
of the events often referred to as the ‘Autumn Games’.
It which took place between 29-31 October. After  a bye
in the first round (where France and Germany were
eliminated), Wales took on the Irish in the semi-final,
a match they lost 3-1. Despite the defeat, the Welsh
team were awarded a bronze medal alongside Scot-
land, who were defeated by England in their semi-
final. England defeated Ireland 8-1 in the gold medal
match.
Amongst the Welsh competitors were three female
archers who competed in the double National round
archery. These were Louisa Nott Bower who finished
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11th, Doris Day who placed 16th and Katherine Mudge
17th respectively. These were the first ever Welsh
women to compete at the Olympic Games.

The coverage of the 1908 Olympics in the
Welsh Press

The 1908 Olympic Games received extensive cover-
age in the Welsh press and provide a valuable source,
principally the South Wales Daily News (SWDN)and
the Western Mail. The latter claimed to be the‘voice of
Wales’,16 and included some of the most extensive and
insightful Olympic commentary found in the British
press. These publications reported daily on the ef-
forts of British athletes and often played special at-
tention to the performances of Welshmen. Predomi-
nantly, these articles presented the conclusion that
Welsh success was one for Britain and that all British
successes were a source of Welsh pride.
Other newspapers analysed for this article gave
less comprehensive coverage of the Olympics, and
principally focused on the performances of Welsh
athletes. A prime example of the Welsh press con-
centrating on their own came in the weekly Cardiff
Times and South Wales Weekly News. For instance,
following the first week of the Games, an article ap-
peared reflecting on the opening ceremony events,
before concluding with a subsection entitled ‘Welsh
gymnasts at the Stadium’:

Welsh athletes will watch with interest the doings
of the representatives of the Principality in the
Olympic Games. The four countries are considered
as one in these championships, and in the gymnastic
section Donville, of Cardiff St Saviour’s, and Meade,
of Abertillery, will do battle for Wales. Both are
internationals.17

This section does little more than state the facts, but
crucially it demonstrates a firm interest in the perfor-
mance of Welsh athletes at the Games. The statement
of how the gymnasts were doing ‘battle for Wales’
could be seen as an indication of the pride in repre-
senting Wales.
The South Wales Weekly Post, published in Swansea,
also concentrated upon Welsh athletes in an article
headed ‘South Walians “out of it” at the Stadium.’18

This referred to the exit of three men from Swansea,
Newport and Cardiff, who had competed in the Olym-
pic athletics events. The preference for concentrating
upon the efforts of Welsh athletes continued the fol-
lowing week with a description of the half mile race.19

Both these articles promoted Welshmen, separating
themselves from Britain, a notion that was also ap-

parent in the post’s article on the marathon, headed
‘Englishman’s poor show’ which simply listed the 27
men that completed the race (none of whom came
from Wales, nor is there any evidence of any Welsh
participants in any of the trial races).20

The publication’s separation of Wales from Britain
was not universal. Its edition of 1 August defended
those attacking British physicality and its appar-
ent decline following the marathon race, (where the
first Britisher home came in 12th position), calling it
‘unadulterated balderdash.’21 It argued that Ameri-
can athletes had only been so successful because
of ‘superior science, determination and training’
and believed the British failure came because ‘our
crack runners exhausted themselves in the initial
ten miles; is a glaring object lesson in the folly of ig-
noring brain and relying solely upon brawn.’22This
sentiment was commonplace in the British press,
following a race where the home athletes failed to
get the expected victory.23The article also made a
subtle reference to Welsh physicality as it stated that
‘the Anglo-Celt and Scandinavian races have been
easily first;  Dorando Pietri has been practically the
only Latin to champion effectively the prowess of the
Mediterranean race.’
Pietri was the Italian who won the Olympic marathon
but only to be disqualified afterwards  for the help he
received from the officials in crossing the finishing
line. This kind of reference had more in common with
the coverage of the 1905 Wales versus New Zealand
rugby match, with the emphasis upon different physi-
cal characteristics between English and Welshmen.
The article was also the only time when ‘Celtic’ is used
within the Welsh coverage found.
The efforts of Welsh athletes at the Olympic Games
featured strongly within the Welsh press. When her
athletes came to the fore, the press changed from a
British to a Welsh perspective. For example, the SWDN
was the only British newspaper identified that took an
interest in the visit of the Prince of Wales to the White
City.24 The paper often referred to the performances
of Welsh athletes in its Olympic Games articles, such
as ‘Walters of Cardiff, in the Hurdles,’25 referring to
David Walters victory over Lemming in the first round
of the 110 metre hurdles. Some notable achievements
are missed, such as after the gold medal success of
rower Albert Gladstone in the ‘Eights,’26 but there was
a desire to feature the success of Welshmen within the
Welsh press.
The most comprehensive 1908 Olympic coverage in
the Welsh press came in the pages of the Western Mail.
Its coverage was more comparable to the English dai-
lies than the Welsh publications previously referred,
with regular results and descriptions of the actions
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which evinced pride in the British performance. On 20
July for example, it carried a story headlined ‘British
still advancing in points’ and in the body of the arti-
cle proclaimed,‘Great Britain and Ireland succes-
sively carried off the 5,000 metres cycle, the 200metre
breast stroke, the tug of war.’
It approached the subject of the spirit in which the
Olympics, (at least the athletics events) had been
played out in a number of editorials. One such sug-
gested that

“Olympic contests are very admirable in their way. They
are great agencies for promoting international concord.
But we wish they could be a little more sportsmanlike.
The etiquette of sport differs in different countries, and
this may account for more than one unpleasant incident
which has marked the progress of the exciting contests
in the Stadium. It is no spirit of vanity that we say it, but
we think Great Britain can claim to have set before
herself a high standard of sportsmanship. Sometimes
we may fall short of it: but, with all the shortcomings, it
remains a standard that deserves to rule and that other
nations would profit by copying.”27

The tone in this article, comparable with others found
in this publication features British morals and sense
of superiority. Although it is different to English edi-
torials upon the same subject in that it admits to the
British falling short upon its own moral standards
(presumably in reference to  the incidents in the 400
metres and tug of war). Despite this feeling, it still in-
dicates a feeling that British sportsmen are superior
to those of other nations.
The failure of the British athletes in the marathon was a
blow to its belief in its physical superiority. In the after-
math of the race, other British qualities were promoted,
such as Britain’s apparent good sportsmanship:

“If anything could prevent that it would be the graceful
act on the part of Queen Alexandra on Saturday, when
she presented the courageous Dorando, who came so
near to winning the Marathon Race, with a special cup.
In doing so her Majesty gave practical expression to
the sporting instincts of the British people. On more
than one occasion during the week of the games that
the spirit of sportsmanship has made itself felt in the
stadium. It reached its highest expression, perhaps, at
the close of the great Marathon race, when Britishers
cheered every arrival, whether Italian, American, or
any other nationality, with splendid impartiality. The
spirit of sportsmanship triumphed over the natural
feeling of regret that the English representatives
were nowhere in the race. With this spontaneous
demonstration before them, the detractors of British
sportsmanship might have been expected to change
their opinions, or, at any rate, their tone. But there is
little sign of that yet.”28

Throughout this article in the Western Mail, there are
references to apparent positive British sportsman-
ship, particularly during the final lines. Interestingly
it portrays the British athletes in the marathon race
as ‘English’, perhaps in an attempt to separate Wales
from this English failure.This editorial was not the
only one in this publication concern the race to sepa-
rate the rest of ‘Britain’ from the English failure, as
two days previously its initial article on the previous
days’ marathon race it wrote;‘to Englishmen it is a great
disappointment, because, with all the advantages of cli-
mate in their favour, the British runners fail miserably, to
approach the expectations they inspired.’
The Western Mail’s ‘London Letter’  (a daily editorial fea-
turing short articles of a Welsh interest from London),
also separated Wales from England. It began with the
comment; ‘the poor display of the English runners in
the marathon race is due not so much to bad general
ship as to the excessive heat.’
A similar tone was expressed later in the same article,
when it was described that ‘the Englishmen started
as though running a sprint. Ten miles in fifty minutes,
and under a burning sun! No wonder they fell out and
let their opponents pass them.’ Despite the failure,
there was some sympathy.
Despite the failures, the majority of articles in the
Welsh press demonstrated a pro-British sentiment,
and a pride in the nation’s achievements. A prime ex-
ample of this appeared in the South Wales Daily News:

“The superiority of the British athlete is freely and fully
admitted; he has the physique and the opportunities
for training. This country has shown the way in open-
air sports and has revived the spirit of emulation of the

Action from the 1908 men’s water polo final between Great Britain
and Belgium
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classic days of Greece and Rome. The Olympic Games
this year have demonstrated that, after all, Great Britain
is not, physically at least, on the down grade!”29

This editorial came under the title of ‘the Moral of the
Stadium’and focused primarily upon the international
reaction to the Olympics. It believed that international
sport ‘instead of leading to international friendship
leads to international war.’30

Aside from the examples above, there was little evi-
dence of negativity within the Welsh press. The only
other notable example of Olympic related negativ-
ity came after Alfred Yeoumans, the Welsh Champion
walker was unable to compete in London because‘he
could not get his expenses paid to compete in the walking
matches at the Olympic Games.’31No further comment
was made about this, but the frustration was appar-
ent, and one comparable to that felt within the sport-
ing press of the North and Midlands of England, whose
athletes suffered similar problems.

Throughout their coverage of the Games, both the
Western Mail and SWDN wrote about all the men
of Britain when they were competing and demon-
strated pride in their victories. Comparable to what
was seen in the majority of the British press, those
in Wales offered a retrospective upon the Games im-
mediately after their conclusion a British perspec-
tive was presented. An example of this came in the
SWDN; it wrote of ‘Olympic Amenities,’32 and pre-
sented a standpoint frequently seen in the English
dailies. It believed that at the Games the British had
demonstrated superiority in its organisation, abili-
ties and sporting manners.
Perhaps the most interesting aspect of the Welsh
presses coverage of the Olympics came in its repre-
sentations following the marathon defeat, when it
spoke of ‘Englishmen’ rather than the ‘British’. This
might be example of interchangeable use of the words
English/England and British/Britain that was com-
monplace in the British press at this time; although
this is not something seen within the Welsh press
sources analysed here. If it is not, then it could be ar-
gued that this was an attempt by the Welsh press to
see its nations failure, which was a blow to ideas of the
supposed physical prowess of British/English ath-
letes.
Concluding their coverage of the Olympic events of
late July, both the Western Mail and the SWDN took
a British outlook and wrote with pride in the perfor-
mance of the nation. An editorial from the former be-
lieved; ‘Great Britain has every reason to be proud of
her achievements in the Stadium, where her victories

far exceed in number those of the United States or any
other country’.33 The SWDN also wrote from a similar
perspective stating; ‘It may be added that England is
holding her own against the world; her champions
have won the majority of events: which is some an-
swer to the cry of British degeneracy.’34 This article
adds to the list of numerous Welsh articles that used
the terms both British and English, but significantly, it
mocked the cry of British degeneracy.

Paulo Radmilovic

The gold medals won in swimming and water polo at
the 1908 Olympics made Paulo Radmilovic the most
successful Welsh athlete. Perhaps no athlete embod-
ied the ‘new’ industrial Wales better than Radmilovic.
His father was a Croatian immigrant who had moved
to Cardiff in the 1860s, his mother was Cardiff born,
but to Irish immigrant parentage. His parents were
publicans, running the ‘Glastonbury Arms’ pub in
Bute Street, a career which Radmilovic would pursue
in his adult life.
A national champion in the 100m freestyle at the age
of 15 in 1901 (a title he would win 15 times), Radmilovic
moved to Weston-Super-Mare in England at the age of
18. After joining the town’s water polo club, he helped
it to become one of the major forces in the sport, as
they became English Champions four times. They
were also runners up on four other occasions be-
tween 1906 and 1925.

His international swimming career began at the 1906
Olympic Games in Athens, known in Britain as Inter-
calated Games.
Following this, he competed at every Olympic Games
from 1908 to 1928, becoming the first British athlete to
compete at five Olympics.
Primarily, he competed in the water polo, but in 1908
and 1912 he featured in swimming.

Paulo Radmilovic
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He was also selected to compete as a swimmer in
1928 sport but was unable to participate because of
scheduling clashes with water polo .
Prior to the 1908 Olympics, Radmilovic was selected
for the final Olympic trial match between the domi-
nant England team and a combined Scottish, Irish and
Welsh team, alongside compatriots W.J Berill and
H.J. Herbert.
Following this match an eight-man squad was se-
lected, this included six Englishmen, including Rad-
milovic’s clubmate, Tommy Thould, Scotsman George
Conet and Radmilovic.35

Owing to a combination of the draw and dropouts,
Britain only played one match in the water polo com-
petition, the gold medal match against Belgium. The
match was one-sided, with Britain winning 9-2. Rad-
milovic scored two goals, becoming the first ever
Welsh medallist in the process. His performance
was noted by the SWDN, and included the subtitle of
‘Radmilovic scores in water polo,’36 and described
his goals in the accompanying article. It remarked
also that the victory was ‘the first time since Satur-
day the Union Jack was hoisted as the winning flag,’37

demonstrating undoubted pride in the performance.
With just one water polo match to play, Radmilovic
was able to compete in all four swimming events at
the 1908 Olympics. These were the 100m freestyle,
where he won his heat, but failed to progress beyond
the quarter-final; the 400m freestyle in which he
came fifth in the final and the 1mile freestyle, where
he failed to complete the final. His fourth event was
the 4x200m freestyle relay, where he came in as a

late replacement. After winning the semi-final the
British team faced a tough final against the United
States and Hungary, who had received a bye into the
race. In the final,Britain were in third  for much of the
race, but in the final leg Britain’s Henry Taylor over-
took both the Americans and Hungarians to take the
gold medal.
In contrast to the way that Scottish gold medal winning
athlete, Wyndham Hallswelle was portrayed as be-
ing English on occasion within his own national press
there is no doubt as to Radmilovic’s origins in accounts
by the Welsh press.
For example, the Western Mail’s, ‘London Letter’ re-
ferred to him as a ‘Cardiff Man’, who won his race by
using a ‘trudgeon stroke,’38a stroke also referred to as
the East Indian or racing stroke, one of the prominent
freestyle strokes used before front crawl became the
dominant freestyle strokes.
The SWDN singled out Radmilovic as being the captain
of the Welsh water polo team in an article that  also ex-
plained althoough had qualified for the second round
of the 1,500 metres freestyle, he would not be compet-
ing because the of the Amateur Swimming Associa-
tion’s (ASA) desire for him to be fresh for the relay. The
article is fittingly headed ‘Radmilovic’s sacrifice.’
The SWDN paid special attention to all of Radmilovic’s
swimming performances, such as following the 800m
relay final, it devoted the fourth paragraph to his
achievements:

“P Radmilovic (Weston-super-Mare, SC) is the Welsh
champion and 100 yards record holder. He is a winner
of the long-distance championship, and was placed in
almost every national championship last year. He has
played for Wales in Water Polo, and a few years ago
captain the Cardiff Water Polo Club.”39

This description demonstrates the desire of the Welsh
media to illustrate Radmilovic as a Welshman, keep-
ing in with the notion that Wales was proud to be part
of the British team, but when Welsh athletes came to
the fore, a special pride was apparent.
Following Radmilovic’s two gold medals at the 1908
Olympics, he competed at three more Olympic Games;
winning gold in water polo at the 1912 and 1920 Olym-
pics. In 1924, he Captained the British team which
were eliminated in the first round. In his final Olym-
pics in Amsterdam he was once again part of the water
polo team that finished in fourth place.
He remained Britain’s most successful Olympian un-
til  Steve Redgrave won a fifth gold medal at Sydney
2000.
Despite recent British Olympic success, he still re-
mains the 10th most successful British athlete of all

The plaque at the Cardiff International swimming pool to commem-
orate Paulo Radmilovic, Wales’s most successful Olympian
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time. Rob Cole,trustee of the Welsh Sports Hall of
Fame, has called him ‘arguably Wales greatest ever
sportsman.’40Despite his success, Radmilovic’s story
remains largely untold.

Coverage in the Welsh Language Press

Along with the coverage offered by newspapers pub-
lished in English, there was some limited Olympic
related comment in the Welsh language press. Typi-
cally, during this period, the interest in sport within
these publications was extremely limited and this is
reflected in the coverage offered in Baner ac Amserau
Cymru and Y Gwyliedydd, with only three Olympic relat-
ed articles appearing across these two publications,
although they do give some insight into their perspec-
tive on the Games. The first of these articles appeared
on 22 July, when Baner ac Amserau Cymru reflected on
the performance of two athletes the publication be-
lieved might be Welsh:

“It is not easy to guess how much fascination we should
feel in the Olympic sports that are now being carried
on in the French-British Exhibition in the capital. They
have contact points from almost every country under the
sun. We saw one Welsh name among those successful
for running ‘the five-mile flat race’ -E. Owen but, from
where, we do not know.

Ben Jones of Wigan, too, is probably a Welshman of
blood, if not tongue in cheek. He was competing on his
‘bike’. Bad we haven’t succeeded. He was defeated by a
German. He left that to him an advantage that he should
not have given him at all. We see that E. Owen lives in
Manchester.’41

As the first sentence of the article suggests, the pub-
lication is unsure how much interest it should dem-
onstrate in the Olympics. This is further shown by the
fact that despite the athletes mentioned had typically
Welsh surnames, they had no discernible Welsh con-
nection. Edward Owen was born in Manchester and
competed for athletic clubs in the city, before going on
to manage both the Belle Vue (Manchester) and Cray-
ford & Bexleyheath Greyhound tracks. Like Owen,
Ben Jones also had no apparent Welsh connection
and originated from Wigan, England and despite the
remark here, did enjoy a successful Olympics, win-
ning 2 gold medals and a silver from the 5 events he
competed in.
Reflecting on the Marathon race, the same publica-
tion made fairly extensive comment. It began by stat-
ing that ‘we don’t know how much humility our read-
ers took in the Olympic Games…one thing is certain,

namely, that the scene at the end of the great twenty-
six-mile run will never be forgotten’.42

The report continued; ‘nothing more painful and dis-
tressing has ever been seen as an example of human-
ity having exhausted its strength; and distressing as
an example of official folly’. It also remarked that the
treatment of the Dorando after he was disqualified af-
ter he received help in the closing day, was ‘appalling’
and explained in some its beliefs that the race should
not have taken place in such hot conditions.The sole
Olympic article in the pages of Y Gwyliedydd also re-
flected on the marathon race, and also took a dim view
of the event:

“No one is prepared to speak out against the
naturalistic practices, given that they are kept within
reasonable limits, but I wonder, in fact, that some of the
competitions that took place in London during the days
were not run to excess. last? What practical, or at least,
what good, purpose would be achieved in getting men
running for the first for a distance of twenty-six miles?
Didn’t creativity see one of the runners falling three
times short of strength, and then being helped to finish
the ride by his fans? Hopefully, this inhuman scene will
be  outlandish for such feats of character to exercise
greater prudence and display more humanity in the
future.”43

Both the articles from the Welsh language press
seen here demonstrated a negative perspective of
the Olympic marathon. Both focused on the brutality
and physical effort and conditions of the marathon
race. As demonstrated in this article and others
from across the British press, there was undoubt-
edly a negative response to the running of the mara-
thon race. The lack of coverage of the Games in the
Welsh language press might be seen as an indica-
tion of the divisions in Welsh society, and that not all
of Wales was necessarily  interested in this ‘British’
venture.

Conclusions

Welsh athletes made some significant contributions
at the 1908 Olympics. It was the first Olympics at which
the principality provided a significant number of ath-
letes, including its first female (four years later Irene
Steer was to be become Wales’s first female Olympic
medallist) and its first Olympic medals.
Paulo Radmilovic was one of the outstanding athletes
of the Games by winning medals in two different dis-
ciplines. Despite living much of his life in England, he
was always a proud Welshman. In 1951, he was inter-
viewed by BBC Radio.
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“I’m the only man in the world today - not the only
Welshman but the only human being in the world
today - that ever represented in six Olympic Games.
“I’m the only man in the world that’s won the
sprint and the long distance [Amateur Swimming
Association] championship, nobody in the world has
ever won a sprint and a long distance, but Radmilovic
as a Welshman I did it for Wales.44

(n.b. Radmilovic’s claim to being in six Olympics refers to his
participation in the 1906 Intercalated Games)

Such a comment demonstrates Radmilovic’s pride in
competing not for Britain, but for Wales and the same
could be true of the coverage of the 1908 Olympics
across the Welsh press.
Wales and the Welsh press were undoubtedly proud
of the successes of the British team, but when a Welsh
athlete was at the fore,there was special pride. This
fits in with the histography of this period from a po-
litical and economic perspective; Wales was proud to
be part of the success of Britain and its Empire, while
also being delighted about the accomplishments of
Welshmen.
The consequence of this was that the tone of the ar-
ticles is always positive when reflecting on the per-
formances of Welsh athletes. The only time which the
English-language Welsh language press was nega-
tive came when writing of a British perspective, and
within this it was clear to separate Wales and Welsh
athletes from this, seeing the failures depicted as
being ‘English’. In 1909, an article in the SWDN once
again referred to the traits of Welsh physical superi-
ority and sport making Wales a nation:

“Wales is a very small country. The success which has
attended her efforts in athletics is therefore a sort of
miracle. It has been attained by the exercise of those
qualities in which critics of the Welsh declare us to be
deficient-hard work, self-control, discipline. The game
has been intellectualised by our players. Whatever may
happen in the future, Wales is signalised.”

Such a comment furthers the concept of sport play-
ing a pivotal role of forming its new identity, seen in
the Welsh coverage of the 1908 Olympics. Wales was
undoubtedly proud to contribute towards British suc-
cess, but wanted also  whenever possible to highlight
the achievements of Welsh athletes.
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