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"A Possibility of a Lady Competitor”:
Helen Preece and the 1912 Olympic Modern
Pentathlon
by Tom Lough, Kevin Witherspoon,
and Kyser Lough

women's soccer team, nicknamed Nadeshiko Japan, that opened the
2020 Tokyo Torch Relay. The optimism radiating from their faces gives

hope that this Olympic celebration will not go down in history as the

TheJournal of Olympic History is published three
times per year. All rights reserved. No part of the
publications may be reproduced ortransmitted
in any form by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including any information storage
orretrieval system now known or to be invented,
withoutthe prior permission of the President or
Secretary-General of the International Society
of Olympic Historians. Published articles remain
inthe responsibility of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the official opinion of the ISOH.
Pictures without reference were provided by the

E-mail: olympic.journal@t-online.de respective author.

In some cases, it has not been possible to identify
the copyright holder of the photograph. Justified
claims will be honoured.



Welcome to the Issue

Along with the start of the cherry blossom front, which
brings the Japanese islands to bloom from the southwest
to the northeast, the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Torch Relay
began on 25 March with a year's delay.

There is no going back now! The 121-day countdown,
for which extensive hygiene measures have been taken
in the host country, undoubtedly poses an enormous
challenge until proof can finally be provided - on 23
July, in the National Stadium in Tokyo — that the Olympic
Games are able to be celebrated even under the
conditions of a global pandemic.

As far as Olympic history is concerned, however, given
the current problems, we should not forgetan important
anniversary. The reference here is to the Olympic
premiere in Athens 125 years ago, which people outside
Greece often only found out about after weeks — mostly
through the reports of a few participants.

How much courage, optimism, and thirst for
adventure must have been needed back then to travel
at one's own expense to a country on the periphery of
Europe and compete in an event, which 10C founder
Pierre de Coubertin had called the Olympic Games in
order to impart them with a “halo of grandeur and
glory" and thus place them under the protection of
classical antiquity? One of these Olympians, the road
cyclist Anton Gddrich, is remembered in thisissue.

While half of the participants in Tokyo this summer
will be women, in 1896, only men were admitted.
Entirely in the spirit of his caste, Coubertin considered
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women's sport to be impractical, uninteresting, and
even indecent. His ideal remained the ceremonious
performance of male athletics "with the applause
of women as a reward". It was a 17-year-old English
woman named Helen Preece who refused to accept this
barrier. She registered in 1912 for the Modern Pentathlon,
which was first held in Stockholm. One suspects that her
application was rejected at this juncture, if not before,
but it nevertheless earned her a place of fame in the
history of women's sports. Her biography is told for the
first time in this issue, using previously unpublished
memoirs and family documents.

Another female pioneer who made Olympic history
is Agnes Keleti. A Hungarian Jew, she survived the
Holocaust by assuming a false identity, and afterwards
displayed great ambition and patience in order to still
fulfil her Olympic dream as a mature woman of 35 years.

The second part of Dick Pound's Olympic TV history
begins with the 1964 Tokyo Games, which marked a
milestone. For the first time, there were transcontinental
broadcasts. Four years later, the Games in Mexico were
airedin colour, and, in1972, there was “wall-to-wall TV".

The "Television Games" have been a reality ever
since, and this time too, despite the coronavirus, it
will be possible for billions of people to experience the
competitions on screen.

Alot will be different this time. But Tokyo 2020 could
be a glimmer of light that strengthens hope for the light
atthe end ofthe tunnel. =

Volker Kluge
EDITOR
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Olympic History
in Popular Culture

Olympic history describes a field of historiography that
deals with topics of the Olympic Games, the Olympic
Movement, and Olympism as a philosophical and ethical
superstructure in their historical dimensions. It was
and is ISOH's mission to present this Olympic history
in an understandable and interesting way for a broad
audience, harnessing the powers of storytelling.

At the Journal of Olympic History, great importance
is attached to ensuring that contributions are well
researched according to academicstandards, with respect
forthe differences between primary (e.g.: original letters)
and secondary (e.g.: opinions in literature) sources — but
also that they are pleasantto read and comprehend. This
is because we want to address as many types of readers as
possible, who have in common their interest in Olympic
history topics.

The Olympic Movement itself is interested in being
perceived by a broad audience. Its sporting events are
covered by the media worldwide, and Olympic Education
Programmes such as the Olympic Values Education Pro-
gramme (OEVP) have a deep impact on societies through
National Olympic Committees, Olympic Studies Centres,
and more. The Olympic Movement can thus be counted
as popular culture in the best sense of the word, which
reflects and serves phenomena in society as awhole.

In contrast to "high culture”, which traditionally
caters to an elite audience, popular culture opens
up an ambivalence between high culture and mass
culture. It uses the mass media to achieve its goals and
seeks to satisfy society's need for intense experiences
through deliberate changes. These changes, especially
in democratic societies that demand and sometimes
encourage the dismantling of elitist structures, are
expressed nowhere better than in how museums have
evolved over the years.

Kevin Moore's important book, Museums and
Popular Culture (1997), reinforced and spurred a trend
to open the doors of museums wide to all segments of
the population. This trend is reflected in the creation
of numerous sports museums (currently about 1,500
worldwide) and several dozens of Olympic museums.
Olympic history and Olympic culture should be accessible
and, above all, understandable to everyone.

This is exactly where the concept of popular culture
comes in. As Olympic historians and history enthusiasts

Christian Wacker
ISOH PRESIDENT

on the Olympic Movement, we also seek to promote
entertaining approaches to the topic beyond the
contributions in the Journal of Olympic History or on the
ISOH website. Olympic documentaries and feature films
are a popular medium for approaching Olympic topics.
What Olympic enthusiast can watch Chariots of Fire (1981)
without being emotionally stirred?

Fans of literature can learn more about Olympic
history through myriad novels — even if experienced
historians are always happy to expose errors. George
Hirthler's book, The Idealist (2016), for example,
is a great introduction to Pierre de Coubertin. Well
researched and rich in detail, the author succeeds in
crafting a vivid portrait of an extraordinary person who,
in the splendour of the belle époquein Paris, launched
a movement that today, in Coubertin’s spirit, spans the
entire world.

On behalf of the ISOH Executive Board, we
extend our warmest congratulations to
Dr. Thomas Bach on his re-election as
president of the I0C. Itis a stroke of luck for the
10C, especially in these difficult times of the
pandemic, to know that an experienced and
thoughtful leader will continue to be at the
helm.

Another book recommendation to quench people’'s
Olympic curiosity is the novel Rings of Sand (1984) by Tom
McNab. In it, the writer describes professional Olympic
Games in which each athlete has to pay a participation
fee —still fiction at the time. Published before the Games
in Los Angeles, the book has the makings of a thrillerand
even today, after nearly 40 more years of Olympic history,
never fails to make the knowing reader smile.

One of the most popularly successful German
writers at the moment is Volker Kutscher, whose books
inspired the globally successfully streamed series Berlin
Babylon. His most recent bestseller is his 2020 crime
novel Olympia. Setin Berlin, it takes the reader through
the highs and lows of the extraordinary 1936 Olympic
Games. An English translation has been announced; stay
tuned! =



Tokyo 2020 Should Become
a Manifestation of Human Resilience
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The I0Cheld a remote Session for the second time from 10
to 12 March 2021. 10C President Thomas Bach chaired the
meeting from Olympic House in Lausanne.

In his opening speech, he emphasised the optimism
created by the successful organisation of over 270 major
sports events with measures in place to safeguard the
health of all involved. He also spoke of the widespread
support the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo
2020 have received from the United Nations and
the G20 and G7 leaders. Reflecting on this, he said:
"Encouraged by this support, the 10Cis working at full
speed together with our Japanese partners and friends
to make the postponed Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 a safe
manifestation of peace, solidarity, and the resilience of
humankind in overcoming the pandemic."”

On the exceptional nature of this Olympic year -
preparing for two editions of the Olympic Games in
parallel — President Bach highlighted the excellent state
of preparations for the Olympic Winter Games Beijing
2022.
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Valid votes: 94; Yes: 93; No: 1

On the first day of the Session, Thomas Bach was re-
elected for an additional four-year term as president. 93
of the 94 10C members eligible voted "Yes". There was
one "No" vote.

Thomas Bach, who won gold with the German foil
fencing team at the Olympic Games Montreal 1976, was
elected as president atthe Session in 2013 in Buenos Aires
for a first eight-year term. This term will finish on the
closing day of the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 on 8 August
this year. His second term will start immediately after,
and will conclude in2025.

Thomas Bach was a founding member of the 10C
Athletes' Commission in 1981, on which he remained
until 1988. In 1991, he became an I0C Member and sat
on the I0C Executive Board between 1996 and 2013. He
served as I0Cvice-president from 2000 to 2004, 2006 to
2010, and from 2010 until his election as 10C President in
September2013.

For the second time,
the 10C Session was
held asavideo
conference because
of the COVID-19
pandemic. President
Thomas Bach led the
Session from Olympic
House in Lausanne.

Photo: picture-alliance



"With Olympic Agenda 2020, we have changed
the Olympic Movement"

Adopted by the 10C at its 127*" Session in 2014, Olympic
Agenda 2020 is a set of 4,0 detailed recommendations
whose overarching goal was to safeguard the Olympic
values and strengthen the role of sport in society.
Commenting after the unanimous approval of the
Closing Report on Olympic Agenda 2020, 10C President
Thomas Bach said: “"With Olympic Agenda 2020 we
turned the challenges into opportunities. With Olympic
Agenda 2020, we have changed the Olympic Movement."

Some key highlights from the results:

The 10C has completely reformed the way the Olympic
Games are awarded with the introduction of the
two Future Host Commissions, Winter and Summer,
making the whole procedure more cooperative and
targeted. This resulted in a decrease in the average
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The memorial stone for the 10C presidents in the Olympic Stadium from
1896 will remain valid for another four years. Originally, the 137" 10C
Session was planned to take place in Athens. As a result of the
pandemic, Hellenic Olympic Committee President Spyros Capralos
symbolically opened the Session from the Panathenaic Stadium.

The Session in Athens has been rescheduled for 2025. photo: Gabriele kluge

candidature budgets for the Olympic Winter Games
2026 to USD 5 million, compared to USD 35 million for
2022, representing a reduction of some 80%.

By maximising the use of existing or temporary
infrastructure, addressing the service levels and other
measures, the 10C has significantly reduced the costs
of organising the Olympic Games.

This is evidenced by:

-Savings of approximately USD 4.58 billion achieved
over the past seven years through joint efforts by
the 10C and Tokyo 2020, over and above the 10('s
contribution to the Games of USD 1.7 billion. This
includes USD 2.2 billion saved during the review of
the Venue Master Plan, USD 2.1 billion saved from the
operational budget thanks to the New Norm, and an
estimated USD 280 million in savings through initial
simplification and optimisation efforts to deliver
Games fit for a post-coronavirus world.

- For Paris 2024, there is a reduction in overall
numbers of about 1,000 athletes and officials. The
overall athletes quota has been reduced by 592
compared to Tokyo 2020 (including all additional
sports) to exactly 10,500. This will also resultin a
reduction in the overall number of officials by 4.00.
Itis expected that 95% of the venues used by Paris
2024 to stage the Olympic Games will be existing or
temporary.

- No new permanent venues are planned for the
Olympic Games LA28.

The 10Chas undertaken what is probably the greatest
reform of the Olympic programme in history.

- Gender parity will be achieved at the Olympic
Games Paris 2024 with exactly the same number of
male and female athletes participating, following
Tokyo 2020, which will achieve gender equality with
48.8% women participants. At London 2012, prior to
Olympic Agenda 2020, women made up 44.2% of the
competitors.

-The number of mixed events at the Olympic Games
has grown from eight before Olympic Agenda 2020
(London 2012) t0 18 in Tokyo 2020 and 22 in Paris 2024.
- Additional sports, which can be proposed to the
I0C by the Organising Committees, make the Olympic
Games more urban, more youthful, and more female.
Tokyo 2020 chose skateboarding, sport climbing,
surfing, karate, and baseball/softball. Paris 2024 has
selected skateboarding, sport climbing, surfing, and
breaking.

The Youth Olympic Games (YOG) have served as an
innovation lab for testing new, more youthful, and
more urban sports. Sports initiation programmes
implemented for Buenos Aires 2018 attracted
250,000 participants, while at Lausanne 2020 similar
programmes attracted 200,000 participants.

The YOG are now being brought to new cities, helping



to bring Olympism to new territories. The fourth
edition of the Summer YOG will be staged in Dakar,
Senegal, in 2026, the first Olympic competition to be
held on the African continent.

More than 100,000 Olympians, elite athletes,
and their entourage members have signed up to
Athlete365, a multilingual one-stop-shop and
dedicated platform offering specially tailored
programmes and resources in six languages.

Some 5,500 athletes benefitted in the first year from
support programmes offered in the areas of dual
careers, career transition, and mental health, as well
as a Business Accelerator Programme, delivered in
collaboration with the Muhammad Yunus Foundation.
The Olympic Movement spends USD 260 million during
an Olympiad to fight doping, with USD 136 million
coming from the I0Cdirectly.

As a consequence of Olympic Agenda 2020, USD 60
million has been invested in the protection of clean
athletes. Of this:

- The 10C provided a fund of USD 30 million to
establish the International Testing Agency (ITA), to
create a level playing field for all athletes.

- AUSD 20 million "Protection of clean athletes"” fund
has beensetup:

a) USD 10 million is dedicated to developing robust
education and awareness programmes on the risks
of match-fixing, manipulation of competitions, and
related corruption. The latter has led to approximately
50 events reaching around 100 different countries,
involving not only representatives from sport but also
from police, criminal justice, and betting authorities.
b) USD 10 million is dedicated to supporting projects
offering new scientific approaches to anti-doping.
Of this, USD 6 million was matched by governments,
creating a fund of USD 12 million that was used by the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) to support projects
selected by the WADA Health, Medical and Research
Committee; and USD 4 million has been spent on 16
anti-doping research projects since 2014, 12 of which
have been successfully completed.

- At the Fifth World Conference on Doping in Sport
in November 2019, the I0Cannounced an additional
USD 10 million Action Plan, including USD 2.5 million
for research; USD 2.5 million for intelligence and
investigation, with a broader scope to include those
who enable and encourage doping beyond athletes;
and USD 5 million earmarked for long-term storage
for reanalysis.

Engagement with the International Partnership
Against Corruption in Sport (IPACS) has resulted in
the first tool to prevent corruption in sport. IPACS
was launched at the 10(C's International Forum
on Sport Integrity (IFSI) in February 2017. A multi-
stakeholder platform, its mission is "to bring together
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international sports organisations, governments,
inter-governmental organisations and other relevant
stakeholders to strengthen and support efforts to
eliminate corruption and promote a culture of good
governance in and around sport."”

100% of Olympic sports IFs are today compliant
with the Olympic Movement Code on the Prevention
of the Manipulation of Competitions, including
the awareness-raising programme for athletes,
entourages, and officials.

+ The 10Cdistributes 90% of its revenues to the wider

Olympic Movement.

During the period of Olympic Agenda 2020, the
budget allocated to Olympic Solidarity to support
athletes and National Olympic Committees (NOCs) was
increased from USD 311 million to USD 590 million for
the Olympiad 2021-2024. This is an increase of 90%.
During the coronavirus crisis, the 10C has actively
supported the athletes, NOCs, and IFs through an
additional aid package programme of up to USD 150
million. It has supported more than 1,600 athletes
with Tokyo 2020 Olympicscholarships, enabling them
to continue their preparations for the postponed
Olympic Games nextyear.

+ The I0C Refugee Olympic Team was established by

the I0C. Supported in their preparation by Olympic
Solidarity, 10 athletes competed for the first time at
the Olympic Games Rio 2016, sending a message of
hope to refugees and displaced persons around the
world. Olympic Solidarity is now supporting a group
of 50+ refugee scholarship holders aspiring to join the
10C Refugee Olympic Team for Tokyo 2020.

As a result of Olympic Agenda 2020, the I0Cwill make
the Olympic Games and Olympic Winter Games
climate positive from 2030 onwards. This builds on
the 10('s efforts to date, working with the Organising
Committees for the Olympic Games to ensure that all
upcoming Olympic Games are carbon neutral and
have a significantly reduced carbon footprint.

+ Today, female I0C membership stands at 37.5%, up

from 21% at the start of Olympic Agenda 2020. Female
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"Keep your distance
is also the motto of
the OlympicTorch
Relay, that started
on 25 Marchin
Fukushima.

representation on the 10C Executive Board stands at
33.3%, up from 26.6%. Women account for 47.8% of
members of I0C Commissions, up from 20.3%.

+ Thel0Chas called on all NOCs to include at least one

woman and one man in their teams for the first time
everin history atthe Olympic Games Tokyo 2020.

The 10C's protocol guidelines have been changed to
allow one female athlete and one male athlete from
each NOCto carry the flag jointly during the Opening
Ceremony.

A digital strategy has been putin place, beginning
with the launch in 2016 of the Olympic Channel,
the "always on" platform to connect the Olympic
Movement and the wider public.

Since the launch of the Olympic Channel in 2016,
it has garnered some 3.4 billion video views on
all platforms; created 25,000+ pieces of athlete-
centric content; produced 76+ original series and
films; entered into collaboration agreements with
95 Federation partners; gained 10.4 million social
media followers; offered contentin 12 languages; and
has linear distribution partnerships in 175 territories.
Some 75% of the engagement on social media is with
people underthe age of35. =

Olympic Agenda 2020+5: A New Strategic Roadmap

The 10C Executive Board has proposed a new
strategic roadmap to the 10CSession. Consisting of 15
recommendations, it builds on the results of Olympic
Agenda 2020 and act as the roadmap for the next five
years. The title, Olympic Agenda 2020+5, has been
chosen to reflect the fact that this new roadmap is
the successor to Olympic Agenda 2020 and will
determine the direction of the I0C and the Olympic
Movement until 2025.

The 15 recommendations are based on key trends
that have been identified as likely to be decisive
in the post-coronavirus world. They are also areas
where sport and the values of Olympism can play a
key role in turning challenges into opportunities.
The key trends include:

+ The need for greater solidarity within and
amongsocieties

Growth in digitalisation, while keeping in

mind the need to expand digital capability to

the currently digitally underserved

+ Theurgency of achievingsustainable development

+ The growing demand for credibility, both of
organisations and institutions

+ The need to build resilience in the face of the
financial and economic consequences resulting
from the COVID-19 pandemic and which
will influence priority-setting among governments
and enterprises.

The 15 recommendations, which have been inspired
by these trends, call upon the 10C and the Olympic
Movement to:
Strengthen the uniqueness and the universality of
the Olympic Games
Foster sustainable Olympic Games
Reinforce athletes' rights and responsibilities
Continue to attract the best athletes
Further strengthen safe sport and the protection
of clean athletes
Enhance and promote the Road to the Olympic
Games
Coordinate the harmonisation of the sports
calendar
Grow digital engagementwith people
Encourage the development of virtual sports and
further engage with video gaming communities
Strengthen the role of sport as an important
enabler for the UN Sustainable Development Goals
Strengthen the support to refugees and pop-
ulations affected by displacement
Reach out beyond the Olympic community
Continue to lead by example in corporate citizen-
ship
Strengthen the Olympic Movement through good
governance
Innovate revenue generation models.
(10C/J0H) ®



Overseas Spectators Are
Not Allowed in Tokyo

Overseas spectators will not be permitted at either
the Olympic or Paralympic Games. The International
Olympic Committee (10C) and International Paralympic
Committee (IPC) were informed of the decision in a
meeting of the five major stakeholders. For the reason of
the safety of every Games participant and the Japanese
people, their conclusion is fully respected and accepted
by the l0Cand the IPC.

During the meeting, the I0Cand the IPCwere informed
on 20 March 2020 that, as outlined in the full statement
by Tokyo 2020, the conclusion of the Japanese parties is
not to allow entry into Japan for overseas spectators for
the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020 due to
the prevailing worldwide COVID-19 pandemic. Olympic
and Paralympic Games tickets purchased by overseas

b

residents from the Tokyo 2020 Organising Committee will
be refunded.

"We share the disappointment of all enthusiastic
Olympic fans from around the world, and of course the
families and friends of the athletes, who were planning
to come to the Games," said 10C President Thomas
Bach. "For this I am truly sorry. We know that this is a
great sacrifice for everybody. We have said from the very
beginning of this pandemicthat it will require sacrifices.

"Butwe have also said that the first principle is safety.
Every decision has to respect the principle of safety
first. I know that our Japanese partners and friends did
not reach this conclusion lightly. Together with them,
the 10C's top priority was, is and remains to organise
safe Olympic and Paralympic Games for everyone: all
the participants and, of course, our gracious hosts, the
Japanese people. We stand shoulder-to-shoulder at the
side of our Japanese partners and friends, without any
kind of reservation, to make the Olympic and Paralympic
Games Tokyo 2020 a great success." (I0C/JOH) =

NEWS

One year before the XXIV Winter
Olympics in 2022, 10C President
Thomas Bach invited the National
Olympic Committees to participate.
The Winter Games are scheduled to
take place from 4 to 20 February in
Beijing.

Brisbane was announced as
“preferred candidate city"” for
the 2032 Olympic Games by the 10C
Executive Board at their meeting

on 25 February. The Future Host
Commission for the Games of the
Olympiad, headed by the Norwegian
Kristin Kloster Aasen, had checked
the conditions of the potential
applicants beforehand. Budapest,
Doha, and the Rhine-Ruhr region
in Germany also showed interest.
Brisbane already ran for the 1992
Olympic Games, butwas defeated in
thethird round inthe 1986 vote, with
only 10 votes compared to Barcelona
(47) and Paris (23).

JOH 1| 2021 Overseas Spectators Are Not Allowed in Tokyo

Preliminary measures against the
NOC of Belarus were decided on by
the I0CExecutive Board on7 Decem-
ber2020 - in response to allegations
that the current leadership has not
adequately protected their country's
athletes from political discrimina-
tion. These will apply until a new
leadership is elected — particularly
relating to NOC President Alexander
Lukashenko, First Vice-President
Viktor Lukashenko, and Executive
Board member Dmitry Baskov.

Five-party meeting
on the monitors
(Lto R): Tokyo
Governor Yuriko
Koike, 10C President
Thomas Bach, IPC
President Andrew
Parsons, Tokyo
Games Chief Seiko
Hashimoto, and
Olympic minister

Tamayo Marukawa.

Photos: picture-alliance



Aristidis
Konstantinidis:
1896 Olympic
champion, who
cyclled 87 kmin
record time. The
Athens bicycle
mechanicwasa
student of Anton
Godrich and the
only Greek to win
an Olympic cycling
race.
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The “"Knight of the Pedals" and the
‘“"Master Driver"” on the Road

By Volker Kluge

One hundred and twenty-five years ago, no eventatthe
Games of the first Olympiad in Athens excited the Greeks
quite as much as the marathon, which was considered
to be the most important event in 1896. It was Franco-
German philologist Michel Bréal that we should thank
for the idea of an event which combined glorious Greek
history, embellished with legends and myths, with
modern sporting competition.

This makes it all the easier to understand how
dejected the 70,000 spectators must have been when
the rumour spread that Australian Edwin Flack was
leading and would be the first to arrive. This news was
communicated to them by Anton Godrich, a German
cyclist who had accompanied the runners and ridden
out in front of them from the 36™ kilometre. A mourn
[of] silence fell on the audience,” says the Official Report
ofthe Games.?

Just a little while later, however, another messenger
dashed into the stadium. It was Colonel Giorgios
Papadiamantopoulos, who had fired the starting pistol
atthe bridge on the plain of Marathon to set the race
in motion after a brief speech. He informed King George
that Flack had collapsed from exhaustion after 37 km and
that Greek runner Spyridon Louis would soon be first to
reach the finish line. “The news spread like wildfire and
the excitement which followed is more easily imagined
than described."3

Louis's victory sparked a wave of national enthusiasm
that could hardly have been any greater. And not only
that: “The mere name of Marathon and whatever
was attached to it excited the interest of the public,
particularly so since the victory of Louis, joy over which
still filled every Greek's mind."* Those words did not
referto the footrace butinstead to the “marathon cycling
race", which was held two days later as one of the last
competitions of the Games.

Although 21 cyclists had registered, only six showed
up atthe start line on Kifisias Avenue, where they were
seen off by a euphoric crowd across from Evangelismos
Hospital. Four of the riders were Greek, the two others
were foreigners living in Athens. One of them was
Edward Battel who was in service at the British Embassy.
As he was a servant, and therefore not a "gentleman"”
some British residents wanted him barred. They
reasoned that he was not being a real "lover of the
sport”, and thus as an amateur. The other was the
aforementioned German, named Gddrich.

The outward half of the race was from Athens to
Marathon along roads that were still unpaved. Cyclists
had positioned themselves along the route to act as
pacemakers for the competitors, which was then allowed
under the rules. Inspectors monitored compliance with
these rules at various points. Aristidis Konstantinidis of
Greece was the first to reach the village of Marathon at1:15
pm. He signed in at the checkpoint and hurriedly began
thereturn journey, closely followed by Godrich.

This turned out to be dramatic for Konstantinidis.
He suffered a flat tyre and Battel took advantage of this
mishap to take the lead. However, the Greek managed
to switch over to the bike of a friend who was there as
a pacemaker and was thus was soon able to catch up
with the British rider. On the road to Neo Faliron, Battel
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fell from exhaustion, leaving Konstantinidis to race
unhindered towards the finish in the velodrome. By this
time, the royal family had arrived to see the finish. Loud
calls of "Zito" announced the arrival of Konstantinidis.
The Official Reportsays:
One can more easily imagine than describe the burst
of applause which followed when the hoisting of the
National Colours announced to the crowd assembled
inside and outside the Velodrome that the bicycle race
of Marathon had also been won by a Greek. It was, on
a smaller scale, a repetition of the scenes of the Friday
before.®

Konstantinidis recorded a time of 3:22:31 h over the 87
km, which equates to a speed of about 25.85 km/h.¢
Behind him, Gddrich came in 20 minutes later for
second. He also fell and had to change his bike because
of a problem with the mechanics. Battel, by now badly
injured, finished third.

Who was Godrich really?

Itis strange that, even after 125 years, all thatis known
about the only Greek Olympic cycling champion is that
he was known as Aris, came from Lefkonikos in Cyprus,
and that he worked as a bicycle mechanic in Athens.
There seems to be more information about the German
rider but much of it does not stand up to scrutiny.

To come straight to the point: Godrich was neither
a nobleman nor a landowner, and he did not speak 12
languages either. He was not from Hamburg, and did
not cross the Alps on a stolen bicycle in1896. He also did
not travel as a stowaway on a coal steamer from Italy to
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Greece, and itis not at all true that he reached Athens
at the last minute, so as to register just in time for the
Olympic Games, as some accounts relate.”

But who then was he really? Anton Godrich was
born on 25 September 1859 in Gerlsdorf, which at that
time was part of Austrian Silesia, one of the territories
of the Bohemian Crown, and thus part of the Habsburg
monarchy.® The village (today called Jerlochovice
and incorporated into the town of Fulnek) is located
in Kuhlandchen (Kravafsko), a historical region of
Moravia. It was mostly inhabited by Germans.® The most
famous of these was Sigmund Freud, the founder of
psychoanalysis.

Godrich's father, also called Anton, was a farmer
who, like his grandfather, cultivated leased land. In
Anton junior's military papers the entry in the "Personal
circumstances" section records that he is “Son of a
freight forwarder"."

By 1866, Prussia had become the leading German
power after defeating Austria and Saxony at the
Battle of Konigsgratz (Hradec Kralové). In Vienna, the
rulers attributed their defeat primarily to problems of
communication in their army. This was drawn from
many ethnicities and many were also illiterate.

One consequence was a measure to increase
compulsoryschooling from six to eightyears. An exception
was made for the pupils of the cadet schools, who were
taken on as future officer candidates at the age of11to 12
after four years of “normal school" with excellent final
results. Godrich was amongthem.

After he had attended cadet school for two years, he
was drafted into the infantry regiment of Emperor Franz
Josefas avolunteerin1876, one day after his17™ birthday.

Neither nobleman
nor landowner:
According to the
birth register of the
municipality of
Gerlsdorf in Austria-
Silesia, Anton
Godrich (second
column) was born on
25 September 1859,
the son of a simple
farming family.
Right: Extract from
Godrich's military
files, indicating his
height as1.565 m.
His homeland was
Moravia.
S_t_)ur(c:AusmanSIanAr[hwcs
(OSTAWar Archives), land
register sheet; Troppau (Opava)

City Archive, Matriky 0D IV-15,
p.34



Achievement
badge of the ARU,
founded in Germany
in1886 as an
umbrella
organisation
modelled on the
English Cyclists'
Touring Club.

Photo: Volker Kluge
Archives

His military service, which, in line with
the Defence Act, was to last12 years,”
came during a time of peace. From
this time right up until 1914, the
only serious problem came in

1878 when forces occupied the

former Ottoman provinces of

Bosnia and Herzegovina. From

this point on, the territories

remained a constant source of
unrest.
After Godrich's trainingin a school
company in 0lmiitz (Olomouc) Fortress
on the Austro-Prussian border, for which he
received a monthly “bounty” of three guilders,” he was
accepted into the cadet school of Mostyka near Lemberg
(today Lviv, Ukraine). His record shows that he was a very
good rider, swimmer, gymnast, and fencer. In 1880, he
was appointed carbine shooter of the first class; shortly
thereafter, he was promoted to corporal.

During the firstfew years, his superior officers reported
that Godrich had ambition and a cheerful and good-
natured character.® Later the appraisals deteriorated. He
stood only1.565 m tall, and was considered a rebellious
spirit, upon whom no fewer than nine sentences were
imposed for refusing to obey orders, insubordination,
disobedience, and other offences. Over eight years,
he had served 99 days in detention, 30 of them "for
negligence as a clerk in the squadron office".™ At the
end of188y, Godrich was transferred to the reserves of
the 12t Dragoon Regiment as sergeant. He moved to the
Viennese suburb of Margareten, where he occupied a
small apartment at Griingasse 15.

A bogus “count” and the search
for a "solid office chair"

0n 21 November 1885, police arrested an elegantyoung
man in the uniform of a Uhlan cadet sergeant, going by
the name of Count Teleky, at the Viennese grain market.
His true identity was Alexander von Friebeisz, a 23-year-
old who had been discharged from the army three years
earlier. The detectives discovered a forged leave passin
his possession. This had been issued by Anton Godrich.

The next day, Godrich was also arrested. However,
while escorted by two police officers, he managed to
make an escape, which ended on the fourth floor of a
nearby apartment building. During a subsequent house
search, the officers discovered stacks of forms for leave
passes, several unused passports, and other documents
in Godrich's apartment, which corroborated the
suspicion of commercial forgery.™ The trial of Friebeisz,
the bogus count, took place on 22 March 1886. The
Viennese jury sentenced him to two and a half years of
confinementinirons.™

10

Godrich was also sentenced, but this term was
presumably shorter as his name soon reappeared in
public. This time in sports reports, albeit with varying
spellings. On 30 January 1887, a certain A. von Gddrich
took partin the “racing meet" of the Vienna Ice Skating
Club, where he caused a sensation, especially due to his
style — which involved not gliding but jumping. After
being outin front for a shorttime, he fell twice and only
ended up in penultimate place. He again proved that
the noble gentleman did not like black ice in the 800
m backwards running race. The press reported: "His ...
unspeakably wooden movements ... looked extremely
comical and repeatedly activated the laughing muscles
ofthe audience."”

In the summer, they learned that a "“former Austrian
Uhlan lieutenant Mr. A. von Goderich" had recently set
off from Vienna to Sofia on a penny-farthing, a common
sight in those days, aiming to reach his destination in
seven days. The reason for the trip was stated as being
that the “nobleman” wanted to set down his "light
riding bike" there after his arrival "so that he could
permanentlysitdown on a solid office chair".*®

The question of whether things had become too “hot"
for Godrich in Vienna cannot be answered conclusively.
What is noticeable, however, is that from now on he
also used the first name “August”, had a "lieutenant
commission”, and had acquired the noble title of “Edler
von Godrich” (*Noble von Godrich") — or also Gdderich.®

Godrich's search for a “solid office chair" in Sofia was
presumably unsuccessful. However, what must certainly
be true is that he began to feel comfortable on the seat
of a penny-farthing. Because, when a four-kilometre
cycle race took place in the Bulgarian capital for the first
time, a year after his arrival, the winner was "A. von
GOdrich".»

An imaginative sender: “A. de Goedrich” and stamp “General Cyclist

Union Consulate Athens - Piraeus". Photo: Collection Riidiger Fritz



Godrich had already joined the Rapid Bicycle Club in
Vienna. He also became a member of the Aligemeine
Radfahrer Union (ARU/General Cyclists Union), founded in
1886, which wanted to bring together German-speaking
touring cyclists following the example of the English
Cyclists' Touring Club.?

To support them on their travels, the umbrella
association funded the establishment of consulates, for
which suitable ambassadors were sought. Atthe congress
0f 1888, when the ARU already had 2,200 members,
a decision was also made to award the title of “master
cyclist” to the member who had covered the most
kilometresin a year.

High-wheeler or safety bicycle?

Cycling, which by now enjoyed great popularity, had
undergone a revolution in 188y after the Englishman
James Starley presented the Rover Safety Bicycle. Three
years later, its advantages were truly demonstrated
for the first time when the Scottish-Irish veterinarian
John Dunlop marketed an air-filled rubber tyre, which
a certain Robert Thomson had, in fact, already invented
40 years earlier, but the patent had subsequently been
forgotten.

However, the high wheel bicycle® retained its
importance for a short time. Ambitious riders achieved
speeds of up to 20 km/h with the James Ordinary Racer,
which was constructed in England in 1889 and weighed
only seven kilos. Godrich, who in his own words used a
two-wheeler with solid rubber tyres even considered
himself "unbeatable”" with it. This weighed 23.5
kilograms and was 1.35 metres in height.

However, reading the descriptions of his adventurous
journeys, in which he is supposed to have ridden
completely alone over several thousand kilometres,
begins to raise doubts. Here is a sample, which he
probably wrote himself:

In Upper Egypt, the natives simply believed him to be
an evil spirit and fled from him in fear, while, among
the Bedouins, he only managed to escape an attack
from bandits due to the speed of his two-wheeler.
He only suffered one serious accident in Lebanon,
when something on his velocipede broke, causing
him to fall and plummet metres down. While he lay
there unconscious, passers-by stripped him of all his
belongings, and it took him ten days to recover, while
receiving painstaking care.”

In the summer of 1889, Godrich moved from Sofia to
Athens, apparently for economic reasons. He went there
to open ashop as a representative of Seidel & Naumann,
the largest German bicycle factory. At the same time,
he was to represent the interests of the General Cyclist
Union as consul.
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The Dresden company, which originally specialised in
sewing machines, had started manufacturing bicycles
in1887. Its first model, a penny-farthing licensed by the
Coventry Machinist Company, was named “Dresden”. By
1889, safety bicycles were also available. The best known
was the "Germania”, which had a steel frame and rear
brake.

The development of new markets played a majorrole
for company owner Bruno Naumann. The fact that he
also thought of Greece might have had something to
do with Princess Sophie, the 19-year-old sister of Kaiser
Wilhelm II. She was married to the Greek Crown Prince
Konstantin on 27 October 1889, which was great publicity
for German products.

Back then, Greece had little public transport and was
undeveloped. Roads were mostly unpaved and horses
and donkeys dominated. There were some bicycles. The
first was brought back by King George | from his Danish
homeland in 1881, and it was common knowledge that
his eight children enjoyed riding two-wheelers at Tatoi
Palace, their summer residence.

However, the greatest influence that caused their
spread came from Gddrich. It took some time, though,
for the German to be noticed. His breakthrough came
one Sunday morning in Athens when he appeared
in Syntagma Square and announced that he would
be riding a two-wheeler through Greece. The crowd
showed theiradmiration for the daring undertaking and
bade him farewell with flowers and fanfares.

The horror was therefore all the greater when news
came from Arachova, located at the foot of Parnassus,
reporting that Godrich had been attacked and murdered
by robbers in Boeotia. Asty newspaper published an
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High wheeler or
safety bicycle?
Thesize of the front
wheel on the high
bikes depended on
thessize of the rider.
Usually the diameter
was five to six feet.
In contrast to the
high-wheeler, the
safety bicycle had

a chain drive. It
replaced the high-
wheeled bicycle
shortly after1890.

Photograph: Volker Kluge
Archive



Two Americans on
the Acropolis.
William Sachtleben
and Thomas G. Allen
Jrbegan their Bicycle
World Tour in Athens
in1890/91, where
they also met with
"master driver"”
Anton Godrich, who
viewed them as
undesirable
competition.

Photo: UCLA CharlesE. Young
Research Library Department of

Special Collections Sachtleben
Collection

obituary on 5 December 1890. This set out Godrich's
achievements. He had also organised the first race
in the summer of 1890 and opened a cycling school.
The Austro-Hungarian delegation asked the Greek
government to clarify the circumstances, whereupon
soldiers were dispatched, but they were soon able to
report to Athens that they had found the globetrotter
alive.

Greek journalist Vassilis Koutouzis suspects that
this supposedly tragic death was nothing more than
a publicity stunt, because, from then on, business
boomed. The first to buy the bicycles were fashionable
young Greek dandies.»

Gaodrich enjoyed his fame. "1 moved to Athens in true
triumph," he wrote to Germany, announcing two “world
records": he had covered 301 km in 12 hours and 507 km
in 24 hours. There were however no witnesses.?®

Two US showmen who insulted
"true sportsmen”

At the end of 1890, two young Americans arrived in
Athens. They were William Sachtleben and Thomas G.
Allen, Jr who had undertaken a "Bicycle World Tour"
after their studies at Washington University in St. Louis,
Missouri.? They travelled first to Liverpool, where they
boughttwo novel safety bicycles by Singer with wheels of
the same size, a chain drive, and a handbrake.

The pair wanted to spend the winter in Athens before
starting an 11,000 km journey through Asia in the spring
0f1891. They quickly made friends: they were invited to
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the house of the American ambassador and befriended
the family of the US consul. An Armenian revolutionary
informed them of the conditions in the Ottoman Empire,
and on 4 January 1891, they took part in the memorial
service and funeral for Heinrich Schliemann, who had
excavated Troy and Mycenae.

Athens was not a large city in those days so an
encounter with Gédrich was inevitable. In his diary,
Sachtleben wrote:

He came up, shook us by the hand and proceeded to
rattle away at me in German. | understood everything,
but Allen only grasped a sentence now and then. He
was short (a full 3 inches shorter than us) and stout. He
was evidently a cyclist, judging by his dress. He looked
as if he was a strong rider.?®

Godrich told them he was a former army officer who had
given up his diplomatic career to pursue his hobby as a
high-wheeler. He boasted that he had started the first
cycling club in Athens two years previously. He related
how he had earned his money as a consultant for a
large cycle manufacturer in Dresden and as an author of
German cycling magazines.

However, though no one questioned his title of
nobility, his demeanour did not match it. Sachtleben
described him as a ""hopeless curmudgeon” who "“clung
to his big wheel when the whole world was turning to
the safety.”Godrich proudly announced that he was
a member of the largest bicycle organisation in the
world, the General Union of Velocipedists, whereupon
the Americans, who valued their independence,
declared that they would not spend two cents on such
a membership. Despite their shared passion for cycling,
the mood between them became distinctly cool.®

What irritated the Americans most of all was Godrich's
egotism. Whatever city or country they mentioned, he
had already been there, and so they got the impression
that he did not seem to be following a continuous
course, but was jumping from point to point. They
pointed out that no one in England had heard of him.
England was the number one cycling nation at the time
and this remark prompted indignation.

Nevertheless, Godrich made an effort to be friendly.
He even insisted that the two of them should visit him
at his bicycle club, which was located in two small rooms
in his house on Epirus Street. According to Sachtleben
these were decorated in Germanic style. They were
drinking wine there one afternoon and listening to
German songs, because most of the club members were
Germans, whom Goddrich had taught would be well
taken care of with the ordinary: “There's more fun in the
high wheeler. It is more difficult to learn, and when you
fall, you fall harder."°

The Americans' round-the-world trip was the
inevitable focus of the discussions. But they felt



increasingly uncomfortable, because Gddrich, who had
taken the opportunity to announce his own expedition
to Asia Minor for next spring, began to offer unsolicited
advice. He described roads and routes as impassable.
They would have to swim through raging rivers, wade
through mud half a metre deep, and run the risk of
being attacked by robbers. In short: they would never
reach their destination.

The Americans left the club in frustration that evening,
determined to ignore all the warnings. As a precaution,
though, Allen returned to London to procure two
Humber safety bicycles with air-filled tyres, which were
considered particularly reliable. They then took the ship
to Constantinople, where they began their touron 3 April
1891. They crossed Turkey, Persia, and southern Russia
unscathed before reaching Beijing on 3 November 1892
via the Marco Polo route through the Gobi Desert.

Godrich, who was said in German newspapers to have
cushion tyres and absurdly light bicycles, had the last
word on their expedition in which they travelled mostly
by train and ship. His verdict: “Showmen like these are
aninsultto true sportsmen and a menace to cycling."

Cash prize rider and record hunter

It has not been proven whether or not "the bold cyclist
who wanted to introduce cycling to all the major cities
of the Eastern countries" actually carried out the tour
he had announced. However, there is evidence that
Godrich rode from Athens to Patras on a penny-farthing
inJuly1891. There he boarded the Austrian Lloyd steamer
to Brindisi, Italy. He made a stopover in Corfu and stayed
in the house of former Greek naval minister Giorgios
Theotokis, whose sons had been hisfirst cycling students
in the still overgrown Athens stadium 3

The purpose of his trip was to attend the ARU Congress,
which took place in Berlin in August 1891. Before that,
Godrich cycled to Seidel & Naumann to report back.
From Berlin, he wentto Leipzig, where the magazine Das
Stahlrad ("The steel wheel”) organised the first long-
distance trip across 500 km on 12 September 1891. Victor
Anton Blank recorded a time of 27:52 h for the Leipzig-
Berlin-Leipzig route. Godrich, who had been expected
to dowell, gotlost. He eventually finished three-and-a-
half hours laterin sixth.*

The defeat gnawed at his self-confidence, especially
since he had also lost the 24-hour record in early
October. He responded immediately and won it back two
weeks later — he even mounted the previously rejected
safety bicycle to do so, whose advantages he now
appreciated. But experts and competitors doubted his
claims to have covered 522.9 km. They laboriously made
their calculations using the certificates that Godrich had
obtained on the way. In fact, only 415 km were submitted
for the award of a gold medal.3¢
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Spurred on by cycling pioneers like Godrich, numerous
clubs were formed in the early1890s, mostly for citizens
oracademics. With the development of the safety bicycle
and mass production, cycling lost its previous exclusivity.
Atthe same time, international competition increased.

To popularise their brands, companies and magazines
organised record attempts over hundreds and even
thousands of kilometres. Races and even indirect duels
were held on prestigious routes, such as in the spring of
1891 between the French Edouard de Perrodil and the
Austrian Adolf "Filius" Schmal.”

With commercialisation, the idea of amateurisation
inevitably became the focus of discussion. In search
of globally valid rules by which the "true enthusiasts”
could differentiate themselves from the "professionals'’,
the International Cyclists' Association (ICA) was founded
in London in November 1892.38 The initiator was the
British cyclist Henry Sturmey, who had already played an
importantrole in the founding of the world's first cycling
organisation, the National Cyclists' Union (NCU).3®

At the founding Olympic Congress, to which Pierre de
Coubertin had originally invited delegates to Paris in
June 1894 ostensibly to study the amateur rules, there
was no international association. However, the NCU
was represented by three delegates who were actively
involved in the deliberations of the amateur commission.

Grosste
Fahrrad-Fabrik

des Continents

Seidel & Naumann

Dresden.
Jahresproduction: 7600 Fahrrider,
1300 Arbeiter.
Leichtester Gang.
Solideste Arbeit. Bestes Material.
Schine Form.
Goldene Medaillen

anf den Sports Ausstellungen:

i (01, Cassel, Stuttgart ete.

marken franco z. Diensten

Aufeinem von uns gekauften Rad wurden vomMaeisterfahrer
der Allgemeinen Radf.-Union, Hemn Ant, Edler von Gid-
rich, bls jetzt (iter 17000 Kllometer zurilckgelegt und die
24 Stunden - Meisterschaft mit 507 Kilometer gewonnen.

§ Wir concurriren nur in der Qualitit — nicht im Preis! Jj

The Dresden company Seidel & Naumann claimed in an advertisement that “Ant. Edler von

GOdrich” covered 17,000 km with one of their pl’OdUCtS. Photo: Collection Rainer Gilles, Dresden
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The programme for
the marathon cycle
race on 11 April
(30March) 1896
recorded 21 names,
including no. 3,
Anton Godrich, who
had registered under
a non-existent
"German Cyclist
Union". Intheend,
onlyssix drivers took
part. The race was
postponed for a day.
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(Finnle)
AIDAOYN (DOUBLE)
" Elids.

Despite a multitude of opposing opinions, they managed

to agree on a seven-point definition that authorised only

amateur sportsmen to take part in the Olympic Games,

which were first planned for 1896. According to this

definition, an amateur was considered someone who:
has never participated in open competitions, who
has never taken part in a competition in return for
money or prize money of whatever origin, in particular
if it were entrance fees, who has never challenged
professional athletes, and who has never been a sport
teacheror a coach for money...*°

Godrich's own amateur status was questioned, even
before this rule, which most international sports
federations adopted as a matter of principle. Since
German sponsors had been using his name for
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advertising purposes for a long time, Gdédrich's entry
for the 500 km Vienna—Graz-Trieste race of 1892 was
rejected in Austria, where a powerful industry had by
then also emerged — without a reason being given.*

Gaddrich then travelled to Germany, where there
were no such concerns about his participation in the
500 km championship advertised by Stahlrad. When it
subsequently became known that he had received 50
gold marks for his victory there,* the Allgemeine Sport-
Zeitung (ASZ) demanded "to put a quick end to this
gentleman's amateurism".® In order to avert sanctions,
Gaodrich therefore converted his honorary award into
a donation for the Leipzig touring club. However, he
informed critics in a letter to the editor that he would not
be embarrassed about accepting cash prizes if they were
to be allowed soon, as he hoped. The ASZ countered by
stating that Gddrich "is not the right man to take the
floorinthe discussion of the question of cash prizes" .

The newspaperwas also increasingly critical of his self-
promotion. He had entered his name in the “foreigners’
list" at Hotel Florian in Graz with the professional title
of "writer and world traveller"*: "A. v. Godrich knows
how to make a name for himself wherever he goes - you
have to give him that." According to the ASZ, the former
officer, who claimed to have covered 60,000 km on his
bike in five years, met with particularly gullible minds at
an eventin Liitzen near Leipzig. “Now we just need all
these robber stories to be true, and then things will be
wonderful!"

Austrian, German, or ...?

The Leipzig organiser of the 500 km race revealed in the
ASZthat Godrich's result would by no means be accepted
as a record.* This was justified by the different nature
of the routes. This decision was in line with the NCU,
which in1890 had banned races on public roads — with
the exception of time trials, during which the riders
were sentinto the race atintervals. Only performances
achieved on racetracks were recognised as records,
which seemed sensational compared to the times
achieved on roads.*®

In this respect, it was not surprising that the first
version of the cycling programme for the 1896 Olympics
contained only four track competitions.* The call for
entries bore the handwriting of the Greek Konstantinos
Th. Manos,* who had graduated from Balliol College in
Oxford and was guided by the rules of the International
Cyclists' Association.

It was only after 3 March 1896, when the first
qualifying races for the Greek Olympic team took place in
the newly builtvelodrome in Neo Faliron in the presence
of the royal family, that the one-lap event (333 /3 m)
and the road race were added to the programme.* It
was announced that the latter would be contested over



84 km, at which a newspaper commented: "The great
distance riders will hardly be catered for."*?

In fact, there were only a few long-distance experts
among the 21 registered participants. Six of those who
had signed up did not even show up to the start line -
they probably chose not to make the trip. Another, an
Italian named Airaldi, fell victim to his honesty. When
he arrived in Athens, he was invited to the palace by
the Crown Prince to meet him. He mentioned in a
conversation there lasting several hours that he had
won a prize in the Turin to Barcelona race, and was
subsequently rejected by the competition committee
because he was ruled to be a professional. The Crown
Prince offered to reimburse him for his expenses, but
Airaldi (or Airoldi) refused.5*

The name Schmal was also on the "black list". The four
representatives sent by the German Cyclists' Association
(DRB) protested against his participation. In fact, he
had ridden as "Filius" in a race for cash prizes in Steyrin
1895, but did not receive one, and so was able to avert
disqualification.ss However, he opted notto start on the
road; instead, he won the 12-hourrace in the velodrome
the next day.

The DRB representatives ignored both events after
already coming away empty-handed in the other four.
Professor Ferdinand Hueppe, who accompanied the
German delegation to Athens as a doctor and referee,
described cycling as a "failed part of the Games". He
suggested to the Germans thatitwould have been better
forthem if they had stayed at home.5¢

Neither Hueppe's detailed description of the Olympics
nor the reports in the German newspapers, with the
exception of Sport im Bild magazine, mentioned
Godrich's second place, although, according to the start
list, he had entered the race on behalf of "Allemagne".
Schmal and swimmer Otto Herschmann wrote for
the Austrian newspapers but they did not recognise
Godrich's success either. He was an individualist who
felt that he did not belong to either team, which is
also evident from the club name given in the list. The
German Cyclists Union (DRU), under which Gédrich had
registered, did notyet exist at that time.5®

The Olympic Games were followed in 1897 by the
Ottoman-Greek War. This was a defeat for the Greek
troops under Crown Prince Konstantin. Only then did
Godrich's name reappear in the newspapers. Once
again, he announced a "round-the-world trip" on his
bike, this time going from Athens to Paris. He was now 38
years old but still aimed to cover the distance of 3,500 km
in less than 14 days.5°

Throughout the journey he provided bulletins
updating his position to editorial offices until his tour
came to an abrupt halt. According to a report, the
evening after his arrival in Vienna, his bicycle had been
stolen. It was worth 300 guilders. In addition, there
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had been banknotes to the value of 100 German marks
and 200 French francs in his tool bag.® The thief was
suspected of being a 23-year-old official of the workers’
health insurance provider. Godrich, the "record rider"
had left the bike in his care for a few minutes. Whether
the fugitive was ever caught, and whether he had even
existed, remains unclear.

Godrich was apparently able to continue his journey
after receiving a new bike in Vienna. However, reports
came from the destination in Paris that he had been
sick there for a long time.® Six weeks later, however, an
advertisement announced that Godrich had covered
the route in 19 days and 62 hours. This was “despite
the terrible heatin the south," as was reported, despite
""days of persistent rainy weather, and despite terribly
bad mountain roads." However, the Excelsior Pneumatic
tyres proved their worth — "better than all the others".®
From then on, all trace of Godrich was lost.

The 77-year-old guest of honour
came to Berlin by bike

Godrich's name did not emerge again until many years
later. In September1916 at the height of the First World
War, he was one of the 60 Germans, Austrians, and
Hungarians who had to leave their adopted home at
the request of the Allies, who blocked the Greek ports.
Their property was confiscated without compensation.
Those who were expelled were deported to Kavalaon a
Greek steamer.% After an adventurous journey via Sofia,
they finally landed under German protection in Silesia,
togetherwith the Fourth Greek Army Corps.

Godrich returned to Kuhlandchen (Kravaisko) and
to Fulnek, where he lived in the Postgasse (Post Alley).
Twenty years later, as an Olympic medallist, he was
invited as a guest of honour by the organising committee
of the 1936 Berlin Games. Appropriately perhaps,
Godrich decided to cycle the 550 km to the capital of
the Reich although he was by now nearly 77 years old.
Grocery wholesaler Ernst Englisch gave him a new F.K.Z.
company bike.®

However, it remains uncertain whether he actually
did complete the ride. Whatever method he used, he did
definitely make it to Berlin, because on 10 August he was
photographed as he personally congratulated French
rider Robert Charpentier who won the individual road
race.

GAodrich died on 16 March 1942 in Fulnek. Itis unlikely
that there was an estate which could fill in the gaps in
his biography. As a result of the displacement of the
Sudeten Germans after the Second World War, numerous
documents were lost. However, it is gratifying that in
1989 the residents of Fulnek remembered the "first
Olympic champion born in what is now the Czech
Republic"® and started a bike race in his honour. »
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Farewell to an
Olympic guest of
honour in Fulnek.
For the trip, Godrich,
then almost 77 years
old, received a new
bike as a present,
with which he rode
the 550 km to Berlin.
Was it legend or
truth? We may never
know, but he did
arrive at his
destination.

Photo: Franz Gddrich,
Welzheim
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The former Olympic
master and his
successor: Anton
Godrich, assisted by
alucky chimney
sweep, congratulates
Robert Charpentier
of France, who won

theroad race in1936.

Photo: Heinrich Hoffmann



The cosmic age began
with Syncom il in
1964. At the second
attempt, the39 kg
US communications
satellite was
launched from Cape
(anaveral into space
on 19 August, where
ittransmitted
television images
from Japan to Point
Mugu in California
from an altitude of
38,000 km. However,
thereporters’
comments were sent
via cable to recipient
countries, where
image and sound had
to be synchronised.

Photo: Official Report
Tokyo 1961

The Impact of the Mass Media
on the Image of Olympic Cities e

By Richard W. Pound

Looking back, the additional revenues derived by the 10C
from television were miniscule, even once it became an
important factor in attracting audiences that had never
before had significant access to the Olympic Games. In
relative terms, however, for an organisation that lived
almost literally from hand to mouth and had to assess
its own members for funds, even a few thousand Swiss
francs of additional revenues were hugely significant, as
was the expansion of its global reach and impact. Radio
had been the most recent technical miracle and would
remain important for many decades after television
emerged, butsound alone was far less dramatic than the
visual impact of television.

The 10C continued its efforts to understand the
medium and to try to find effective means to come to
grips with the potential of the technology as well as its
promotional and economic aspects. Progress was not
always easy or smooth. There were many competing
interests to be served. The pace of technical change
accelerated almost on a daily basis. Small wonder that
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many of the early considerations seem, in hindsight,
almost comparable to prehistoric cave drawings. They
are, however, part of a fascinating continuum that has
made the Olympic Games one of the most important of
world phenomena.

* % %k

The 1964 Games in Innsbruck and Tokyo were both
broadcast successfully and the 10C had held off the NOC
demands for ashare in the related television revenues.
By mid-1965, however, it was clear to the 10C that the
NOCs were going to insist on a share of the television
revenues. An 10C Executive Board meeting with the
NOCs was scheduled for Madrid in October. The NOCs
themselves were meeting in Rome prior to that meeting.
It was expected that they would form an association and
elect a president and committee. The principle of such
a meeting had been accepted by the 10C the previous
year in Tokyo, on the understanding that the NOCs could
consulttogetherin orderto propose resolutions adopted



in common to the 10C. As expected, the association was
formed under the name of General Assembly of National
Olympic Committees (GANOC). Giulio Onesti (ITA), then
president of CONI, the Italian NOC, and the former
president of the 1960 Rome organising committee, had
been the instigator of the meeting ofthe NOCs.

Brundage disliked Onesti and was not warm to the
idea of the NOCs forming their own organisation. The
practical reality, however, was that he had little choice
in the matter and had had no protocol alternative but to
appear in Rome to open the assembly, since (likely in an
effort to keep his enemies close at hand) he had agreed
with cooptation of Onesti as an I0C Memberin1964.

Once a collective voice had been established for the
NOCs, they had no hesitation in demanding a share
of the television revenues, arguing that they were the
ones who, on the one hand, financed the International
Federations (IFs), presumably though their support of the
national federations and, on the other, had the biggest
expense for transportation, housing, and maintenance
ofthe athletes at the Games. The 10Crecognised thatan
equitable distribution would not be easy.?

The IFs and NOCs demand a share of TV revenues

At the 1965 10C Session, Onesti clarified that the
resolution adopted in Rome had asked for distribution
of funds from television rights to NOCs, but only to
those in difficult circumstances, not for all NOCs. He
said that the 10C should evaluate the needs of those
NOCs and make the distribution, and thus ensure the
independence of those NOCs which, at that time, had
to appeal to their governments for funding. Brundage
responded by saying that a general study would be
undertaken by the 10C, adding the Olympic Academy

to the then existing list of those organisations seeking
television revenues — namely the 10C, 0C0Gs, IFs, and
NOGs in difficulty.

At the Session the following year, the Executive Board
had considered a number of proposals, looking only
at revenues from the 1972 Games, since Brundage had
declared that the distributions of1968 rights had already
been definitively settled. He said that, in principle, the
television rights to the Olympic Games belonged to the
10C, reversing the previous ill-considered decision to
acknowledge that the rights belonged to the organisers,
with only a designated share of the revenues to be
allocated to the 10C. There could, he said, Brundage-
like, be no doubt on the subject. The I0Cwould like the
money to be entirely devoted to the Olympic Movement.
The 10Cwould examine the claims of the three other
(four, if the Olympic Academy were counted) interested
parties: the organising committees, the IFs, and the
NOCs. The organising committees would face enormous
expenses: if the 10C continued to increase the number
of sports, Brundage warned that candidate cities would
become increasinglyrare.

He cited the example of the 1972 Games, in respect
of which three candidates had withdrawn for financial
reasons. The revenue distribution proposal submitted to
the Session was that the first million dollars go entirely
to the 10C, which would divide itinto thirds, one each for
the I0C, IFs, and NOCs. The organising committee would
receive no part of the initial sum, in order to encourage
it to obtain as much as possible from the television
companies. The second million would be divided,
one-third going to the organising committee and two-
thirds to the 10C for the equal division contemplated for
the first million. Starting from the third million dollars,
two-thirds would go to the organising committee, and

Mobile television for the first time: The marathon was accompanied in 1964 by a cameraman driving ahead of the runners and by a helicopter

belonging to the Japanese television company NHK. Right: The big TV experience - watching the Olympic Games with the family.

Photos: Official Report Tokyo 1964, Volker Kluge Archive
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Since the mid-1950s,
the “three sacred
treasures" in 90% of
Japanese households
were the washing
machine, refrigerator,
and the television -
on which the 1964
Olympic Games could
be watched.

Far right: The Pacific
telephone cable,
inaugurated in 1961,
used to send reports
via Guam and Hawaii
to North America and
Oceania. When a ship
accidentally destroyed
the cable, reporters
were involuntarily
given a two-day
break from broad-
casting.

Photos: Official Report Tokyo
1964, Volker Kluge Archive
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one-third to the 10C for the equal partition. The same
progression for Winter Games would start from $200,000.
This was agreeable to the I0C Members.

As part of the discussion of the proposal, the Marquess
of Exeter, David Cecil (also known as David Burghley) gave
a (not entirely accurate) description of the evolution of
the matter:

The Marquess of Exeter recalled the history of this
question of television rights and of a distribution to the
International Federations. At the Games of Melbourne,
there were no television rights. At the Games in Rome,
the money received by the Organizing Committee
was very small, because the television was not very
developed and scarcely reached beyond the borders of
the country. In Tokyo, the television came up against
the difficulties of intercontinental transmission which
was accomplished by shipments of film. When Mexico
City was chosen to organize the 1968 Games, the
Telestars did not yet exist and no one could suspect at
the time the prodigious development that television
has since had nor the extraordinary sums that would
be offered for the Games. No one can foresee what the
situation will be at the time of the 1972 Games. The
proposed table of distribution takes into account future
development.*

Rights owners form first pool
The 1968 Mexico Games were the first to be televised

partly in colour. This development brought with it
the need for better lighting and a far more complex
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organisation for the benefit of the broadcasters.
Estimates by the Mexican organisers regarding potential
television spectator audiences were conservatively fixed
at4oo million. The organisers were also considering a
closed-circuit system to be installed in auditoriums,
conference rooms, and gymnasia at all primary, high
school, and higher learning institutions in Mexico City
and elsewhere. Since the broadcasts would take up
a considerable number of hours for several days, the
publicwould be invited to watch by paying a moderate
fee, which would help cover the expenses of installing
the sets, which would remain as the property of the
same schools, making it feasible for them to develop
new audiovisual systems for teaching. The material
inheritance of the television sets for the schools would
have an important and immediate impact on teaching
systems.5 Indications of the increasing interest in
Olympic television appeared at the Executive Board
meeting early in 1967, at which Exeter announced that
the distribution table would have to be reviewed in light
of information from the Mexican Organizing Committee
that additional funds would be made available.®

The 10C Executive Board had no idea of the primitive
state of television in Mexico or the difficulties affecting
the broadcast of the Games. Telesistema Mexico was
barely television at all and had only two black-and-
white channels. There was not the slightest possibility
that the domestic broadcaster could act as the host
broadcast organisation (HBO) for the Games. The result
was that the broadcast rights holders themselves (ABC,
EBU, NHK, and (B() created their own pool to do what



the HBO should have been able to do, each providing
facilities, mobile units, and equipment. Each appointed
a coordinator. The EBU “contribution” for this project
was Manuel (Manolo) Romero, a young Spanish
engineer, who volunteered for the job, which required
an engineer who could speak both Spanish and English.

This turned out to be the beginning of an uninter-
rupted connection, which lasted until 2012, for Romero
with Olympic television, in which he was central to
many of the innovations which have made Olympic
television second to none in the level and creativity of
sports broadcasting.” Despite the many difficulties and
the lack of a sophisticated domestic broadcaster, colour
coverage of track and field, swimming, and gymnastics
was produced. The first satellite station was established
for a single international channel, but it could not
accommodate the commentary, which had to go by
underwater cable and be spliced to the video coverage
atthe receiving end. Compounding the difficulties, the
cable had been accidentally cut and was repaired justin
time for the Games.

Mobile cameras were used for the first time for track
and field coverage. This possibility had been discussed
in the Executive Board, and the broadcasters had to
convince the IAAF that this would be a good idea. The
mobile units were very heavy and consisted of two
parts, the camera (still using 2-inch tape) and a separate
recorder, cabled together. The first slow motion cameras
were used, but only 20 seconds of coverage were
recordable on the magnetic discs available at the time.
Thefirstland line between Mexico and the United States
was installed by Siemens and ran through El Paso. The
offices used by the Olympic broadcasters were on the 14"
floor of a building in which the elevators were installed
only a few weeks before the Games

There was a mixture of enthusiasm and caution
expressed later the same year. The 10C Secretary General,
Johan Westerhoff, had identified a number of things

thel0Cshould do and indicated that to achieve all these
elements, the I0C needed a professional, organised,
and equipped office as soon as possible. This could be
done, he maintained, as the financing had been taken
care of with the help of television funds from 1972.8 At
the Session, however, Brundage said that increasing
the importance of the I0C office would only be possible
once the television money was available, and asked
for caution as it was not sure that these funds would
be available indefinitely.® Brundage also complained
at this Session regarding the association of IFs and its
"meddling" in 10Caffairs."

He was still rather testy about the IFs at the January
1968 meeting of the Executive Board, when Secretary
General Westerhoff, following up on previous discus-
sions, noted that the IFs were not satisfied with the
basis upon which the television money was distributed
and expressed themselves in favour of setting up a
commission, composed of members from the I0C and
the IFs to study this question. Brundage retorted that the
money belonged to the 10Cand that it was for the 10Cto
decide what should be done with it." This meeting was
immediately followed by a similar meeting in Grenoble,
prior to the 1968 Winter Games, where Brundage noted
thatthe I0Chad decided to recommend that the IFs were
not required to abandon their world championships
during the course of these (presumably Olympic)
years, but that under no circumstances were world
championships to be organised in the Olympic city.? This
can only be described as a combination of concession
and a pre-emptive move by the 10C, since it removed
the rather sophistic justification for IF claims that the
Olympic Games caused them to lose money. The IFs were
not wholly united and it is clear that not all of them
were content to have Berge Phillips of Australia (the FINA
president) speaking for them and that, notwithstanding
the existence of the association of IFs, many IFs wanted
to maintain theirindividual relationships with the 10(.»

MEXICO 68 were the first 0Olympic Games to be broadcast partly in colour. But that didn't mean they could be seen like this everywhere. The American

system was different from the western European one, where the French SECAM competed with the German PAL. In many countries there was still

black & white - including Mexico until 1968. Right: Manolo Romero, a young Spanish engineer at the time, did a great job. photos: olympicNews; picture aliiance
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City of satellites:

A giant directional
antenna transmitted
the images from
Mexico to the

US Andover ground
station. From there
they reached Europe
with the help of the
Intelsat television
satellite, which was
positioned over the
Atlanticin 1967.

Photo: Official Report
Mexic01968

The report to the Grenoble Session in 1968 was
somewhat more benign, although both Brundage and
Marc Hodler (SUI) spoke about the dangers represented
by the association of IFs, as well as those deriving from
the association of NOCs.™ Regarding televising of the
Games scheduled for later that year in Mexico, the
Mexicans reported that the television programmes
would include both sport and cultural events, with direct
transmission to Mexico and the United States. Tapes of
the events would be sent to those countries wishing to
receive them.” When the Finance Commission reported,
it was to state that the I0Cwould “supervise" the sale of
television rights for the Munich Games in 1972 and that
the services of a broker might be engaged to ensure that
the maximum profit could be drawn from the sale.™

Between the time of the Grenoble and Mexico Games,
the main I0C preoccupations became the exclusion
of South Africa from the Mexico Games and, later, the
student demonstrations that had led to the shooting
deaths of several of the students in Mexico City. The
worldwide coverage regarding the demonstrations and
their outcomes gave the 10C some idea of the power
of the medium and underlined the fact that not all
television content could be controlled. The 10C had
been besieged with questions from parents of athletes
in light of the responsibility of the I0C and the Executive
Board for the safety of the athletes. Assurances had
been sought from the Mexican authorities.” Regarding
television, there were more requests from IFs for sharing
the revenues, which were put off for further study by the
Finance Commission.™
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When the Finance Commission reported to the Session, it
noted that it had met with representatives of the IFs and
had tried to work out a formula for the distribution ofthe
amount allocated to the IFs from television receipts, but
this had proven impossible. The IFs had undertaken to
try among themselves to work out an equitable solution
and were to produce a report for the next 10C Session.
The formula being discussed was that which would
apply to the established portion of the television rights
allocated to the IFs, namely, how the total should be
shared internally among themselves. This remained a
problem for many years and, even now, still cannot be
regarded as definitively resolved. The IFs had also asked
for an advance payment from the Munich television
rights, a request which the Finance Commission was
considering.” The Munich organising committee had
agreed to advance DM500,000 per year against the
television rights. Interestingly, the Finance Commission
had taken out insurance on the advance payment, in
case the Games of 1972 were not to take place. Little
could they have known how close the possibility of
cancellation of the Munich Games would come.

Asthe importance of television atthe Games increased,
the 10C had to wrestle with the matter of appropriate
media accreditations. Press, apart from the international
agencies, had been accredited through the NOCs, on
the ostensible basis that the NOCs knew best the serious
sports journalists in their countries. Without a clear
picture of the national differences between television
broadcasters, the Press Commission had concluded that
radio and television reporters were not national, but
operated on a pool basis. The matter needed further
study.?

At the Executive Board meeting in March 1969, a
proposal which had been put forward at the Finance
Commission by Dr. Georg von Opel (GER) that, for the 1972
Olympic Games, a ratio of distribution had already been
fixed for the television and film royalties and payments.
For future Olympic Games, however, he proposed that
the I0Creceive all such payments and that part of these
payments would be forwarded to the IFs, but none to the
organising cities. The Games, he said, should be given by
the I0Conly to those cities which agreed not to claim any
television or film payments. Lord Luke (GBR), chairing the
Finance Commission meeting, thought this was rather
severe and said that it would be put to the Executive
Board.? Although not formally discussed, it appears
that the Executive Board and Finance Commission had,
by now, realised that the idea of permitting organising
committees to own the television rights to the Games
had not been a good idea.

In Warsaw later in 1969, there was a report at the
Executive Board regarding a meeting with the IFs atwhich
the question of television rights had been punted to
the Finance Commission. The Finance Commission, for



its part, did not want to sign any contracts for 1972 until
the end of the year, when full account could be taken of
the television situation throughout the world.= At the
Session immediately following, the Finance Commission
had some sobering observations, including the fact
that the 10C was already living off the Munich rights,
which were being spent too fast and unheedingly;
over-expenditure for 1968 was SF264,000 and at the
present rate would be SF410,000 for1969.1n conjunction
with the Munich organising committee, the Finance
Commission was trying to obtain the best television
contracts for the 1972 Games. ABC had made an offer to
the organising committee, but it seemed prudent to
wait before accepting this, so that more research could
be undertaken into the whole question. Here, Brundage
pointed out that they should not wait too long, as with
the changing world situation the prospects might get
worse instead of better.

The Munich report drew attention to the needs
of several stakeholders, saying that the 10C (and
organisers) must give consideration to the requirements
of spectators and to the facilities available to the
press, radio, and television, which represented the
link between the Olympic Games and the hundreds
of millions of interested men and women all over the
world.»

Sapporo and Munich '72
gave the Olympics more colour

Munich appears to have been the first organising
committee to form a comprehensive view of
communications needs and the growing role of the
media. It noted that the responsible bodies were guided
in the matter by the conviction that the press, radio,
and television services, in particular, would acquire
increasing importance at Olympic meetings. The image
which the world receives of the Games, the host city,
and the whole country would depend largely on the
mass media.? It was also the first organising committee
to establish a specific broadcast centre between the
Press Village and the stadia, to provide the very latest
technical facilities for the reporting work of some 60
foreign television corporations, 110 radio systems, and
1,500 technical personnel. Full coverage in colour was
guaranteed, as well as the possibility of transforming
the German PAL system into other television systems.?
For transmission to other continents, a “decisive role"
would be played by the satellite station at Raisting, 40
km south of Munich.®

In addition to these facilities, the principal press sub-
centres would be provided with their own printing press
for the results bulletin and there was to be synchronic
communication with an internal computer system. Press
seats and the reporting rooms were to be furnished with
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television receivers carrying an internal information
programme which, in the event of important results,
could be interrupted for additional particulars from the
electronic processing plant.

In Sapporo, NHK built on the very successful Tokyo
coverage from 1964 and continued its extraordinary
progress in camera and other technologies, led by
Panasonic, which had, in a back room, the first high-
definition television camera and laser technology.
Sony had notyet become the dominant leader it would
soon become. Romero led the European group.? There
was only one studio and a few unilateral coverages
were used. The decision of the 10C, led by Brundage,
to disqualify the Austrian alpine skier, Karl Schranz, on
grounds of professionalism, was fresh in everyone's
mind.3° Romero remembered a Spanish alpine skiing
medallistwho had been interviewed on television. Upon
leaving the studio, the athlete was given an envelope.
When he opened it, he found %100, the standard amount
then given to anyone appearing as an interviewee. The
athlete handed it back.

Munich reflected the first systematic approach to
media and broadcasting. Much of this was the result of
the leadership of a university professor, Horst Seifart,
who was able to convince the leaders of the Munich
organising committee of the importance of an integrated
view of both the challenges and opportunities offered
by the Olympics. The two public broadcasters, ARD and
ZDF, worked together to create a pool, partly because
of their obligation within the EBU to service all the
EBU members, most of which had some elements of
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Munich1972:
“Olympia. Total
television" says

the cover of the
magazine Der Spiegel.
For the first time,

the press areas in the
Olympic Stadium were
equipped with
monitors on which
the competition
results could be

displayed online.

Photo: Der Spiegel



unilateral programming for their national coverage.
OIRT worked separately for the Munich Games and,
given the ongoing Cold War and complications within
West Germany as a result of the GDR, there was a good
deal of political manoeuvring throughout the exercise.
There was now a second generation of tape recorders,
although the 2-inch tapes were still used. The slow
motion was better and there were wireless cameras,
which were much lighter than those used in Mexico.
Because of “Black Tuesday", the operations had to
change abruptly from sports coverage to news coverage
and then back again mainly to sports.

At ground level, however, the 10C was still wrestling
with many of the important details. In October 1969,
there were many unanswered questions, especially with
respect to the largest of the television contracts, that
with the United States broadcaster. There was an offer
from ABC of $13.5 million, from which the 10C thought it
would probably get $7.5 million, to be divided between
the 10C, the NOCs, and the IFs, since the installations
would cost $6 million. The contract figure seemed low,
in comparison with the much higher figures being paid
in the United States for football and other games. The
Finance Commission was soliciting advice from "various
top people" in the television world with regard to the
matter. [t would meet again in February1970 and report
to the Executive Board the same month. Sapporo was
in the course of negotiating with NBC for $6.4 million,
of which the net figure was to be $5 million and was to
make its first advance paymentin April1970.

Minchen

DOZ

The Executive Board, in splendid isolation, solemnly
decided that expenses of the television installations must
not be deducted from the gross television payments.
Those expenses were, it stated, the responsibility of the
organising committees. This decision was to be included
in the instructions to candidate cities and would be
an important factor in selecting the cities to stage the
Games. In this way, any contractfigure would be net.'The
organising committees, however, still in effective control
ofthe television negotiations, continued to ignore these
Instructions.

The 10C's financial expectations regarding the ABC
contract proved correct. Munich would not agree to
calculate the rights fee on the basis of $13.5 million, but
insisted on a rights figure of $7.5 million and a separate
payment by ABC of $6 million for the installations, as
described in a Memorandum of Terms dated 1 April
1969. The division of the rights fees from ABCand any
other television broadcasters between the I0Cand the
organising committee was to be made in accordance
with the distribution formula established at the Rome
10CSession in1966.

The I0Cacknowledged that the organising committee
would incur expenses for television facilities and
equipment and, therefore, agreed regarding the %6
million to be “reimbursed" by ABC regarding those
expenses, but stated that the organising committee
would be responsible for any additional expenses.®
Negotiations with NBC regarding Sapporo appeared to
have come to naughtand a report was to be provided at
the time of the 1970 Session in Amsterdam.

The 10C needed time to find its way
in the technical world

The pace of change in television technology and the
increasing ease of virtually instantaneous worldwide
communications were now thrusting themselves on the
way in which the 10Cand organising committees had to
deal with the broadcasters.

Nowhere was this more evident than in the potential
clash between the holders of broadcast rights to the
Games and the non-rights holding broadcasters
who had access only for limited news coverage.? The
availability of satellite broadcasting and video recording
had drastically reduced the interval between the time
the actual events occurred and the time when they could
be seen thousands of miles away.

In territories where there might be broadcasters other
than the Olympic broadcaster, it was entirely possible
that a non-rights holder might broadcast the “news"

before the rights holding broadcaster had broadcast its
comprehensive coverage of the Games. Where competing
broadcasters existed in any territory, the economic
value of the Olympic television rights was derived from

Test image from the German Olympic Centre for Radio and Television (D0Z) with the distinctive
tent roof over the competition venues and the television tower on Munich's Oberwiesenfeld.
The company was founded in 1968 by the broadcasters ARD and ZDF, which alternated over the
16 Olympic days in 1972 with a total of 230 hours of broadcasts.
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the exclusive ability of the rights holding broadcaster
to present the Games in that territory. Broadcasters
would not be willing to pay so much for the Olympic
rights without some protection against the possibility
of its coverage being trumped by a non-rights holder
which chose to treat certain Games coverage (e.g., a
world record set in the 100 metres) as “news.” This
consideration would clearly affect both the I0Cand the
organising committee.

Dressing up the purely economic considerations, the
broadcasters argued that a further effect of the situation
would be that focus of the competing broadcasters would
be solely on the speed of getting the news broadcast
on the air, with the result that it might be hastily
assembled, without due regard for presenting to the
public any feeling for the Olympic Ideal. The relatively
simple solution to the problem was to add a sentence to
paragraph 3 of Rule 4,9, which would prevent a non-rights
holder from broadcasting any coverage of the Games until
therights holder had completed its daily coverage .3

1970, in addition to expulsion of South Africa from
the Olympic Movement, was the year in which the 10C
selected the host cities for the 1976 Games. Montreal
was the eventual winner of the summer event, beating
out Los Angeles and Moscow.3 Sapporo reported to
the Session that a contract had been signed with an
American television company and that contracts would
shortly be made with European television companies.
Brundage pointed out that the television arrangements
should be made as soon as possible and approved by the
10C, as it was a very important question for both the 10C
andtheIFs.3¢
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When Munich reported, Brundage stressed that,
regardingtelevision arrangements, the citywhich under-
took to stage the Games was also under the obligation
of providing facilities for television transmission .3 Willi
Daume, in his capacity as president of the organising
committee, gave a non-responsive reply, stating only that
the organising committee would try to do its best.®

The Finance Commission, charged with the television
responsibility, had no particular recommendations and
reported that it was working with Munich and Sapporo to
maximise the revenues from the television companies of
the world. Lord Luke (GBR), chairman of the Commission,
went on to acknowledge that it had been difficult to
convince the two organising committees that I0OC Rule
49 with regard to the sale of television rights meant
that the organising committees pass over to the 10C the
full sum paid for television rights, without deduction
of any kind, and that the organising committees would
defray expenditure on television installations from their
proportion of the television revenue received back by
them from the 0C. This proportion was calculated to give
the organising committees a higher percentage than the
10C, IFs, and NOGs put together. He said they had already
cleared with Montreal and Denver that they understood
this position and would stand by it when they began
to negotiate for the rights for the 1976 Games.* Letters,
however, would be sent to Montreal and Denver putting
inwriting the agreement reached verbally between their
representatives and Reginald Alexander on behalf of
the Finance Commission. There were to be consultations
and working together from the start of any television
negotiations.*°
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View into the control
room of the DOZ with
its 90 monitors.

Far left: Munich was
connected to all
continents via the
Telstar television
satellite, thanks to
the directional radio
antennas in Raisting.
The images were
delivered to 98
countries, where

an estimated 800
million TV viewers
could see them.
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Asin1968 in Mexico,
the American tele-
vision broadcaster
ABCacquired the
exclusive rights for
the 1972 Summer
Games in Munich.
Once again, the
prime-time host was
Chris Schenkel.

Photos: picture-alliance

Prior to the Amsterdam Session in 1970, the winter
IFs had met with the 10C regarding the allocation of
a portion of the television rights, since, although
agreement had been reached with the summer IFs, no
similar agreement had been reached with the winter
sports. Atthat stage, only ice hockey, skiing, and skating
had come forward. Ice hockey proposed a third for each
of them. The 10C said that if the federations agreed
on such a principle, the 10C would also agree. While,
during the discussion, Lord Killanin said he thought the
summer and winter rights should be lumped together, it
was decided that they were two separate things.* Each
winter IFwould appear separately before the I0C to make
its representations. The IFs also took the position that
they should be included in the television negotiations.

The stage was set, therefore, for the 10C's transition into
adolescence, albeit occasionally bumpy and fractious, in
relation to a medium which would lead to an astonishing
transformation - even transmogrification — of the
impecunious, ineffective, and unimportant organisation
into the leading international sport organisation in the
world, governing an increasingly influential Olympic
Movement.

This could never have happened without the financial
resources derived from the sale or licensing of television
rights to the Olympic Games. The start was slow and
the amounts significant only in relation to the 10C's
limited financial resources when the revenues began
to accrue, but over the course of only a few decades,
they would reach billions of dollars. After an uncertain
and often tentative beginning, as well as determined
opposition by organising committees, the I0C would
gradually assume complete control of the negotiations
of the rights and the allocation among stakeholders of
portions of those rights, which provided an 10Cinfluence
commensurate with the funding so provided.

While the normal review of Olympic developments
follows the celebration of each Games, the discussion
of the developments in television technology for each
Games has not been fully compartmentalised in each
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installment of this series of articles, since the Games
are awarded several years prior to their celebration.
The treatment of television relating to each Games
was affected by decisions taken, well after bids were
designed and host cities voted upon by the 10C, during
the organisational phase of each edition, often even
before the preceding Games had taken place. This was
almost always on the basis of knowledge that was all but
out-of-date by the time the particular Games occurred
and on the basis of contracts negotiated with no real
appreciation of the pace of change that would affect
both the television industry and the technical advances
occurring on virtually a daily basis.

The chief value of arranging this series of articles
in such a manner is to show how the 10C struggled,
especially in its early phase, to find its way in a
technical world which it had no organisational means
to fully comprehend. The 10C now benefits from its
own experience and the assistance of experts in the
management of its single most important asset. At the
time, however, the I0C was entering into a period of
distracting uncertainty and international turbulence
following the end of the Brundage era and the
beginning of Lord Killanin's one-term presidency. This
included abandonment of the 1976 Winter Games by
Denver, the possibility that the 1976 Summer Games
might be withdrawn from Montreal, out of concerns that
itwould be incapable of organising them, and a series
of significant politically-motivated boycotts, beginning
with1976. =

10CEB 9-10 July 1965, Paris, p.2. GANOC was the precursor to today's

ANOC (Association of National Olympic Committees). See also I0CEB

16-17 December 1967, Lausanne, where the grouping of the NOCs

under Onesti was discussed by the Executive Board.

2 |0CEB 5 October 1965, Madrid, 2, item 6.

3 10CSession, 6—9 October 1965, Madrid, 6.

4 10C Session, 24-30 April 1966, Rome, 4ff. Some of the IFs balked at
the proposal, saying they wanted one-third of the total television
rights fees, but eventually the proposal was accepted along with the
idea of a committee to deal with future distributions. There was a
good deal of political posturing by the NOCs, no doubt engineered
by Onesti, which had less to do with television itself than the
manoeuvring for advantage in dealing with the 10C.

5 10CEB 22 October 1966, Mexico City, Annex Il, 5ff., Diffusion.

6 10CEB 11—12 February 1967, Copenhagen, item 22. In the end, the
1968 rights amounted to $9,750,000.ABC paid $4,500,000; OTI (Latin
America) paid $2,500,000; EBU paid $1,000,000; NHK (Japan) paid
$1,000,000; Australia/New Zealand paid $500,000; and (BC (Canada)
paid $250,000.

7 Jacques Lesgards was the ABC person, also selected because of his
ability to Speak Spanish. EBU and OIRT worked together. The OIRT
coordinator was Henrikas Juskévicius, who received a package
of books every day, which he delivered, unopened, to the Soviet
embassy in Mexico. He was concerned that he might be being
"tested" for any proclivity to read subversive literature.

8 |0CEB 2-8 May 1967, Teheran, 5. There was discussion of possibly
moving the headquarters of the 10C.Brundage was to investigate
proposals from Lausanne. If these were not acceptable, it was
decided that the 10C should move, in which case Zurich would be
the most suitable location, provided satisfactory arrangements
could be made.
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10C Session 3-9 May 1967, Teheran, 4.

10C Session 3—9 May 1967, Teheran, 1. It was not specified exactly
what this was all about, although there was, starting around this
period, a concerted effort on the part of the IFs, led by Thomas Keller,
president of FISA, to try to take over the Olympic Movement. The 10C
was not particularly well regarded by the IFs. Brundage would have
been particularly sensitive to any action or suggestion that the IFs
might impinge on the 10(C's authority. The IF effort culminated at
the 1973 Olympic Congress in Varna, which was adroitly handled by
Brundage's successor, Lord Killanin, and sidelined into the effective
oblivion of what was referred to as the Tri-Partite Commission,
consisting of representatives of the 10C, IFs, and NOCs. The 10C also
made it clear (as it has done since) that Olympic Congresses are not
legislative occasions, but merely consultative.

10CEB 26-27 January 1968, Lausanne, item 3(b)(6).

I0CEB 29-31January 1968, Grenoble, 31.

When ANOC replaced GANOC in 1979, many NOCs had the same
misgivings and individual NOCs insisted on their right to continue
dealing directly with the 10C.

10C Session 1-5 February 1968, Grenoble, 2. Hodler was to some
extent wearing two hats, since he was president of the FIS from
1951-1998.

10C Session 1-5 February 1968, Grenoble, 3.

10C Session 1-5 February 1968, Grenoble, 5. See Annex lllic (38),
where it was noted that if the Munich television rights brought only
$10 million, according to the distribution scheme of Rome, the 10C
would receive $1.3 million, or SF5.6 million. There seemed to be no
urgency in respect of the matter of acquiring professional assistance
regarding television, since more than a year later, the Finance
Commission was still proposing to find such an agent and would
report in June 1969. (I0CEB 22-23 March 1969, Lausanne, 5). See
also Annex Il, item 4 of the Finance Commission report at the same
meeting for suggestions (not too scientific) of persons to contact for
the purpose.

I0CEB 30 September—6 October 1968, Mexico City, item 56, 19.

10CEB 30 September-6 October 1968, Mexico City, item 27, 12.

10C Session 7-11 October 1968, Mexico City, 11. The Finance
Commission reported that it was considering the possibility of
engaging brokers on behalf of the 10C. Brundage also indicated
that the IFs present in Mexico City had requested a meeting with
the Executive Board following the Games. He had met with most of
them privately and a further meeting was not considered necessary.
(10C Session 7—-11 October 1968, Mexico City, 29).

10C Session 7—11 October 1968, Mexico City, 12.

10C Session 7—11 October 1968, Mexico City, 13.

10CEB 22—-23 March 1969, Lausanne, Annex Il, 3. There was also some
discussion in the Aid Commission (precursor to Olympic Solidarity,
an idea proposed by Count de Beaumont) about devoting a certain
amount of the television rights to maintain a sports aid and
assistance centre. The Games in Munich should allow the creation
of the first centre, even if voluntary donations had to be found to
finance the construction. (Annex I, 3)

10CEB 5-9 June 1969, Warsaw, 9, 12.

10C Session 7-9 June 1969, Warsaw, 9. By the end of the year, it
was clear that the 10C over-spending was a serious matter. The
Finance Commission reported that the annual income of the 10C
was SF540,000, while it was currently spending an average of
SF790,000, the income being the advance payment from the Munich
and Sapporo television rights. The following year, the first payment
from Sapporo would be received, in the amount of SF412,500, giving
the 10C at least SF900,000 for the year. See I0CEB 23-27 October 1969,
Dubrovnik, Item 7, Finance, Budget, items 5 and 6.

10C Session 7-9 June 1969, Warsaw, Annex VIII, 38 (of file).Report by
Willi Daume.

10C Session 7—-9 June 1969, Warsaw, Annex XIb, 53 (of file).

10C Session 7-9 June 1969, Warsaw, Annex XIb, 53 (of file).

10C Session 7-9 June 1969, Warsaw, Annex XIb, 53 (of file).

Jeff Mason was the NBC coordinator.

While it is a different story, Brundage was generally no fan of the
Winter Games, especially with respect to skiing and ice hockey, both
of which he believed were rife with the dreaded "professionals".
I0CEB 23-27 October 1969, Dubrovnik, Agenda No. 7. Finance,
Television Rights. Additional rights received were $1,745,000 from
EBU, $1,000,000 from Japan, $300,000 from OIRT (Eastern Europe),
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$257,000 from Canada (CBC) and $990,000 from the rest of the world,
for a grand total of $17,792,000.

I0CEB 21-23 February 1970, Lausanne, Agenda No. 13, Finance
Commission, Television Rights, 16ff.

The 10C Rule which led to the problem was Article 49 of the Olympic
Charter and the relevant paragraphs were numbers 3 (granting
certain news access rights) and 4 (providing for the sale of television
rights to the Games). This was particularly important in the United
States and broadcasters from other countries were content to have
ABC, as the largest financial contributor of television rights, lead the
discussions with the 10C.

I0CEB 21-23 February 1970, Lausanne, Agenda No. 13, Finance Com-
mission, Television Rights, Annex 11, ABC's Request for Amendment
to Rule 49.

Montreal's bid had been led by its charismatic mayor, Jean Drapeau.
The other members of the delegation were Lucien Saulnier, Gerald
M. Snyder (misspelled in the I10C minutes), Harold M. Wright
(president of the Canadian Olympic Association), E. Howard
Radford (past president of the Canadian Olympic Association), and
Pierre Charbonneau. The only discussion of questions raised was
a question put by Brundage at the request of Count de Beaumont
regarding a deposit to guarantee the Games. Drapeau thought that
a cash deposit would not mean more than the word of Montreal
(given by its mayor). If the City of Montreal promises to hold the
Games, he said, this promise is the most valuable guarantee. Those
present at the Session recall that Drapeau received enthusiastic
applause in response to this declaration. The matter of guarantees
had been discussed by the Executive Board immediately before the
Session and it had been decided to ask the summer city for $1 million
and the winter city for $250,000. [I0CEB 8-16 May 1970, Amsterdam,
point 13] This was also the Session at which the correction was
made to the numbering of the Sessions, since a Session in 1908 had
somehow escaped historical notice. The Session in Luxembourg the
following year would be the 71t Session. See Minutes of Session,
item 15, 21-22 and Annex 25, 96.

10C Session 12-16 May 1970, Amsterdam, 7-8. The contract was with
NBC for an amount of $6,401,000, executed on 8 May 1970.

10C Session 12-16 May 1970, Amsterdam, 9. It is not clear why he
raised the point during the Munich report at the Session, since
the Executive Board had already reached an agreement with the
Munich organising committee and had capped the amount to be
allocated to facilities at $6 million. He may simply have wanted the
candidate cities for 1976 to hear the policy.In any event, agreement
notwithstanding, Munich would later make a separate agreement
for facilities with the European broadcasters. Reginald Alexander
(KEN) asked what arrangements were being made for countries
which did not have the advantages of instantaneous transmission
by satellite.

10C Session 12—-16 May 1970, Amsterdam, 17. Daume did, however,
acknowledge that Munich was ready to advance to the 10C a further
payment of DM500,000 per year until the Games, to be given to the
IFs, and stated that the organising committee did not consider that
there should be any repayment if, for any reason, the Games were
not held. The Marquess of Exeter suggested that if money were to be
passed on to the IFs, it should be in the form of a loan, and not as
an advance, in order to avoid taxation.

10C Session 12-16 May 1970, Amsterdam, Finance Commission report,
Annex 14a, 47. Despite the earlier assurances to the contrary given
by Montreal, the rights for Montreal proved to have even more
allocations for technical facilities than had been the case for
Munich.

10C Session 12-16 May 1970, Amsterdam, Finance Commission report,
Annex14b, 48.

I0CEB 8-16 May 1970, Amsterdam, 12 May 1970, Meeting with Winter
Federations. (It might be worth speculating how matters might have
evolved had the two sets of rights been lumped together. Perhaps a
single pot might have advantaged the summer sports, since because
of the huge increases in television rights for the Winter Games, with
such a small number of IFs involved, the winter IFs are rolling in
money today.)
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The Queen of Gymnastics
Agnes Keleti: A True Olympian

By Dezsd Dobor

One hundred candles
for Agnes Keleti's
100" birthday.
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They called her the "eighth wonder of the world". While
the accolade spread throughout the mass media, it was
not when Agnes Keleti was actively a shining star of the
gymnastics world, but rather decades later, while she
was teaching gymnastics and training young people in
thediscipline.

The description may have been a bit exaggerated but
no one really contested it, for Keleti's gymnastic talent
did indeed raise her to Olympian heights. During her
illustrious career as a gymnast she won five Olympic
gold medals, butitis herlife as a whole and her caring
personality that has made her a deserving recipient of
attention from around the world, especially from her
two homelands.

Those who saw her perform gymnastics even once
would never forget this graceful female figure. Her
movements were comparable to a musical performance,
her powerful muscles working in harmony and with ease,
giving herthe aura of a supernatural phenomenon.
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And those who have met this intelligent and experienced
trainer and college professor will never forget the
influence she has had on her students with her deep
passion for the subject, herinspirational presentations,
and, if needed, her practical demonstrations.

Despite this positive story, Keleti's life also knew
great suffering, in the darkest times of the last century.
Thanks to her strong spirit, she managed to get through
these times, and found a way out, which finally led to
happiness. She lived her life in two countries: she won
her Olympic medals - altogether ten for Hungary, where
she was born — and she gave birth to two lovely sons in
her adopted homeland, Israel, where she worked for
decades and was proudly recognised as the founder
of gymnastics in Israel. She also received the country’s
highest award, the Israel Prize. Agnes Keleti, Holocaust
survivor, five-time Olympic champion, and currently the
oldest living Olympic champion of the world, has turned
100 years old.



The beginnings: life in Hungary

Agnes Edit Klein was born on 9 January 1921 in Budapest
to a wealthy Jewish family, as the second child of Ferenc
Klein and his wife, Rézsi Gyarfas. Naturally, she had
no idea that the world she was born into would take a
terrible turn.

Whenever Agnes Keleti has been asked about her life,
she has spoken of the anti-Semitism she experienced
throughout her life, especially during her childhood. In
1920, the first anti-Jewish law was passed in Hungary,
which essentially closed the doors of universities to
Jewish intellectuals. Meanwhile, the little girl grew
up, completed her elementary studies with excellent
results, and developed a passion for playing the cello.
Her musical education would go on to be of great help
when she was practicing gymnastics. One of her friends
recounted: “We once went on a boat trip, and when
we landed, she got out and immediately started to do
headstands, handstands, and cartwheels. Her first
thought was to find a flat, grassy area, where she could
do her gymnastics stunts straight away." Agnes’s passion
for gymnastics soon surpassed her enthusiasm for the
cello: "Gymnastics is an endless wealth of possibilities,
a multitude of combinations and variations."” The
thought of practicing gymnastics grew stronger with the
knowledge that she would not be allowed to apply for
university. She excelled due to her talent: in her high
school yearbooks, she is mentioned as the winner of the
school's gymnastics competition.

Then came the man who changed the life of tens of
millions of people. Hitler took advantage of the difficult
conditions prevailing in Germany to build a vengeful,
racialist "Third Reich" with the complicity of German big
business. Laying out his Nazi ideology in Mein Kampf,

Dezsé6 Dobor
0Olympic Games; co-author of the book The Queen of Gymnastics: 100 years of Agnes Keleti;

contributor and expert consultant to several Hungarian sport and Olympic history exhibitions,
co-founder of the Hungarian Olympic Academy.

JOH1|2021 100 Years Agnes Keleti: A Really True Olympian

*1954 Budapest; sports journalist, book author, and TV commentator for nine

he blamed the Jews for the suffering of the German
people, basically advocating the eradication of Jews
from the world. The life of the Klein family soon changed
dramatically for the worse.

As Jews, they were unable to continue running
their once successful factory. Their standard of living
plummeted. Their only respite came from the great
performances by Agnes in the gym. “In contrast to how
things are done nowadays, | only started to regularly
train atthe age of16," she said.

Sandor David/Dezs6 Dobor
Keleti 100: “Mert szeretek élni ...".

The Queen of Gymnastics:

100 Years of Agnes Keleti

Magyar Torna Svovetség (Hungarian Gymnastics
Federation), Budapest, 2020; Hungarian edition:
3708 Ft, ISBN 978-615-00-9246-1

English edition: $20, ISBN: 978-615-00-9247-8
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Helsinki1952: Agnes
Keleti won her first
Olympic gold medal
in floor exercise
ahead of Mariya
Gorohkovskaya (URS)
and Margit Korondi
(HUN [ right).

A name change, from Klein to Keleti

In 1939, the Germans attacked Poland and the Second
World War began. Meanwhile, Agnes was in training
for her first international appearance for Hungary in a
match against Italy in1940.

Unfortunately thiswould end in great disappointment,
for she was not allowed to participate. A Hungarian
champion at the time, Margit “Maca" Csillik, had
informed the Hungarian Athletic Federation that it would
not be right to include Agnes Klein, who was Jewish, in
a team that was competing against a team from Fascist
Italy.

Agnes took an enforced five-year break from
gymnastics. She changed her last name from Klein
to Keleti. The prevailing laws forbade international
appearances by Jews, and they were also prohibited
from practicing sportin any federation.

Other Hungarian Olympic champions faced similar
problems at that time. When Istvan Sarkany, a gymnast
who had participated in the Berlin Olympic Games,
stepped in to train Agnes, he was forced to do so in secret.

0n 19 March 1944 the forces of Nazi Germany invaded
Hungary. Hearing that newly-wed women would not
be deported, Sarkdny and Keleti, who had grown closer
personally as well, quietly married in 1944. For the
ceremony, they asked passers-by to step in as the best
men and sign their marriage document as witnesses.
Sadly, their vow of "“forever" did not save Istvan Sarkany,
who soon found himself on a long march toward a
concentration camp headed for the gas chamber.
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During this time Agnes was not allowed to practice or
study gymnastics. Distrustful of assurances that no one
would be harmed provided they observed the Germans'
instructions, she tried to avoid wearing the yellow star
that was compulsory for Jews, and looked for a way
out. "l did not want to go into a ghetto, and then be
transported to the slaughterhouse," she stated.

Surviving the Holocaust

The father of Agnes was deported, and he died at the
Auschwitz concentration camp. Before the Second World
War approximately 850,000 Jews had lived in Hungary;
by its end, only 250,000 remained. Agnes was among
them, having bought the identification documents of
a Christian girl. In exchange, Agnes had to give up her
belongings, and she often had to hide in unpleasant,
filthy conditions in rat-infested cellars.

At times she went to the banks of the Danube River
to practice gymnastics, because she never gave up her
dream of participating in the Olympic Games - not
even in the face of the fiercest persecution of Jews and
the cruellest times of the war. "My first identity check
was the hardest moment of my life. By that time | had
memorised the girl's personal information, the name of
her mother and father, and everything else that related
to her. | had to state all this information at the identity
check. I do not wish on anyone the nervousness | felt,
because those moments meant life or death for me. And
I did it — | passed the exam as Piroska Juhdsz," Agnes
recalled later.



Meanwhile war raged all around her. Her husband’s life
was also adventurous. According to Istvan Sarkany, I
managed to escape in Burgenland, but I meta German
soldier on horseback. He dismounted and reached for his
pistol. He stared at the lapel of my coat, and examined
my badge from the Berlin Olympic Games. "'Yes, the
Olympics ... | was there as a gymnast' — | showed him
my Olympic passport with my photograph. 'l am also a
gymnast,’ he answered. He took a nice, big potato from
his sack and handed it to me. 'Go that way," he pointed.
Then he holstered his pistol, mounted his horse and rode
off. Iwent the way that he pointed. Eventually | came to
the Mauthausen concentration camp, which was similar
to the place | had escaped from. | managed to stay alive.
Butlweighed only 33 kg when | was liberated."

On 18 January 1945, the turmoil of the siege finally
ended. Agnes left behind her false identity as Piroska
Juhész and emerged again as Mrs. Agnes Sarkany-Keleti,
who had celebrated her24™ birthday some days before.

An international gymnastic career
starts at age 27

Sporting life soon resumed in the ruined and bombed-
out city of Budapest. Keleti found a metal stove which
she used to heat a war-damaged hall, and she found
a training partner, and started practicing gymnastics
again. "“This was real happiness for me, the only way
out. What else could | do?" she said. In 1947, she won
every gymnastics event at the Balkan Games, and gained
international fame in the sport. "Her movements were
like music. Her gymnastics routine was like a beautiful
ballet presentation!"

At age 27, she was ready to demonstrate her talent
in her first Olympic Games. But fate once again stood
in her way and prevented her from taking part. At the
last training session before the competition, she trained
on the flying rings. “The apparatus was unacceptable,
outdated, and dangerous; there was a duvet-like thing
fixed to the ground with buttons. It was a thin, shabby,
trashy carpet. | was in very good shape, | powerfully flew
into the airand down to the ground — and | immediately
heard that terrible sound. That crack. Something had
tornin my leg. Itwas the external ankle ligament. In that
moment, | knew that my chance of a first Olympic medal
was gone." It also meant the loss of the gold medal for
the Hungarian team, because without her, the team was
only able to win silver.

During this time she also started to study at the
College of Physical Education of Budapest. Her skills
and knowledge about gymnastics broadened, and she
also became interested in its scientific background. As
a student she was eligible to participate in the World
Student Championships of1949 in Budapest, where she
showed her talent with four gold medals. Her personal
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life also evolved: she and Istvan Sarkany divorced in
1950.

Then came the world championship in Basel,
Switzerland. Keleti and the other members of the
women's team worked through the year, hoping that
fate would give them back everything it had taken from
them atthe London Olympics.

Instead, fate denied them the opportunity to
compete altogether. A couple of days before travelling,
the leadership told them that, due to political reasons,
theywould not be able participate at the championship.
There was a boycott by the so-called Socialist bloc. When
the news was announced to the young women, each
gymnast received a bar of chocolate as consolation.

In 1952, the Olympics of Peace offered the next
opportunity for Agnes to demonstrate her talent.
In the floor routine, Keleti needed a mark higher
than 9.7 points to overtake the overall leader Mariya
Gorokhovskaya of the Soviet Union.

Keleti, with black hairand a thin, muscular, and lean
stature, started her routine with the ease of a ballet
dancer, but also with powerful flexibility. She was full
of charm and grace. Then her routine continued with
more difficult elements, movements requiring great
power and acrobatic skills blended with artistic dance
moves, performed in a natural way. Handstands, splits,
arabesque, jumps...

It was like poetry in gymnastics, representing
strength, beauty, and skill at the highest level possible
in the sport. Artistic experience and superior positivity
were reflected in her every move. Victory! "Finally," she
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"Kiss Me!" After
finishing fourth
onthe beamin
Helsinki, Agnes
Keleti was Olympic
champion on the
balance beam
in1956.

Photos: Official Report Helsinki
1952; Volker Kluge Archive



With four gold and two silver medals, Agnes Keleti was the most

successful participant in the 1956 Olympics in Melbourne. Among other

things, she won on the uneven bars.

said quietly and happily. "l have been waiting for this
moment for a very long time. Itwas worth it."

In Helsinki, Agnes was again able to demonstrate her
talent, winning a gold medal for her floor routines and
a bronze for the uneven bars. There was also team silver
inthe all-around competition and a bronze in the team
portable apparatus competition. Her success may well
have been the most pleasant memory of the Helsinki
Olympic Games, where the Hungarian team won 16 gold
medals.

Despite her success, Agnes remained approachable
and friendly to her students at college. She was happy to
demonstrate beginner-level exercises. Her objective was
to share her knowledge with as many people as possible.
For this purpose she travelled to the countryside nearly
every weekend, holding gymnastics demonstrations to
popularise the sport.

Active and energetic, she even posed for a statue
of herself, and on 20 August 1953 she had a role in
the opening ceremony of the People's Stadium,
Hungary's main stadium, where it was hoped that a
future Olympic Games would be held. Together with
her gymnastics partners, she carried the flag into the
stadium to a frenzied welcome by 80,000 spectators,
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and she fascinated them with herimpressive gymnastics
choreography.

Keleti and her colleagues ensured that gymnastics
would be at the forefront and their positive image
showed people thatitwas an enjoyable sport.

The 1954 Artistic Gymnastics World Championship
in Rome took place in intense heat at the Olympic
Stadium. The trainers worn by some of the competitors
nearly melted and several gymnasts practicing under
the hot sun became ill, with some of them suffering
severe sunburn. But not Keleti — she won the world
championship on the uneven bars. Both her compulsory
routine and freestyle exercise were also a great success,
leaving the best Soviet, (zechoslovakian, Polish, and
Hungarian gymnasts trailing behind.

Her Olympic gold at Helsinki on the individual
apparatus was followed by a World Championship gold.
She also won team gold in the portable apparatus, team
silver in the all around, and bronze on the balance
beam. Newspapers and experts raved about her
performances. "It was fascinating! The inspiring music
and the expressive dance choreography reflected a
blazing patriotism."

The will to excellence:
five Olympic gold medals were no accident

Olga Tass, an Olympic teammate, noted of Agnes that
"she wrote down her own mistakes after every training
session. Imagine how self aware that was, to write down
her mistakes after every training! Everything! She wrote
down what she failed at, and how to fix it! She was
continuously thinking aboutit... So, those five Olympic
golds were no accident. Agi was very hard on herself.
Admittedly, on the other hand she did not stand for
contradiction. Fortunately none of us contradicted her,
because we all had the utmostrespect for her."

1956 was the year of the Melbourne Olympic Games.
Agnes had been hindered by her ankle injury for
months; she was not able to practice in the way she
had planned, and worried that she might not be able to
participate in those Games.

Nevertheless she soon regained her fitness — when,
shortly before they were due to set out for Australia, the
revolution erupted in Hungary. Sportspeople were full
of doubts: should they go, or stay home? After much
hesitation and an adventurous beginning, they began
their long journey to the other side of the world; it
lasted more than a week. This was an extra special trip
for Keleti, because after nearly a decade, she was able to
once again see hersisterwho had emigrated to Australia
with her family.

A considerable amount of training time had been
lost, but when Keleti had the opportunity, she always
trained by herself. Evenin the airport lounges and on the



aeroplane, she practiced gymnastics, handstands, and
similar elements between the seats. Without the usual
training sessions she was unsure about her skills.

By then, she was already over 35 years old. She had left
her beloved mother at home in Budapest, which again
became a centre of civil unrest during the revolution.
There was hardly any communication: contact was
only possible by telegraph and telephone and it was
necessary to wait hours for a connection, to say nothing
of the difficulties posed by the different time zones.
What remained were newspapers speckled with half-
truths, leaving only a sense of nervousness, insecurity,
and waiting, which slowly eroded the confidence of the
people.

In those trying times, Agnes received the highest score
possible as a human, sportsperson, and gymnast: a true
Olympian.

"] have a good personal ability: | can sort out my
thoughts and calm myself down, and this was the basis
of my success in both of my Olympics," she claimed.

As at the previous Games, on the floor she again
included difficult elements to her floor routine. She
mastered all of her movements, performed with perfect
posture, and finished a well-balanced routine with a
perfect somersaultin the air. The response was a storm
of cheers. The Soviet Larissa Latynina, 14 years younger,
received exactly the same marks as Agnes, which meant
atie, so both women were awarded the gold.
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On the uneven bars, Agnes's final dismount at the World
Championships in Rome secured her victory. Here she
did not dare risk it. During her training in Melbourne she
incorporated a different kind of dismount. She finished
her routine on the balance beam with a somersault
dismount, to great applause. It can be said that she was
the most popular participantin the women's gymnastics
events.

According to Keleti, "1 was not really interested in
whether I finished first or second. On the other hand, it
bothered me ifI made mistakes. Naturally, it felt good to
be rewarded for my work, but | didn't feel excited about
it. | was rather more worried for my mother, who had
stayed alone athome in Budapest.”

Her final Olympics, her “swan song", would prove
a sweeping triumph. She received her third 1956
individual gold medal after the balance beam. The fates
which had dogged her for so long, finally bowed before
her tough willpower, and rewarded her with three
individual gold medals.

And this was still not all. A great moment was
yet to come for the team of six in the team portable
apparatus event. Agnes came up with the idea of the
six-metre-long ribbon on a handle, and she improved
this apparatus year by year. They took the best and
most modern form of this ribbon to Melbourne. The
choreography was devised by Keleti, Eva Kovécs, and
Sara Berczik, accompanied by the music of Béla Bartok
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This was her fifth
Olympicvictory she
achieved with the
Hungarian team in
group gymnastics.

Photos: Official Report
Melbourne1956



As a trainer, Agnes
Keleti had a soft spot
foryoung people,
but she maintained
that “to be nice and
motherly is not

enough”.

Photos: Tamds Réth

(naturally, Agnes chose the music). Keleti explained,
"Barték was a modern musician, and this modern music
helped us to separate ourselves from the old kind of
movements, and to express our message more easily. |
love to renew things, to step onto a path where no one
has been before, to modernise things."

Queen Elizabeth I, who was patron of the Games, was
represented in Melbourne by her husband Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh. He had arrived late at the gymnastics
hall and asked the jury to allow the team to repeat
their masterpiece as he was keen to enjoy this special
experience in its entirety.

What could be done? The jury asked the Hungarian
gymnasts, who agreed. (Wouldn't this be unheard of
today?) Wholeheartedly they repeated their performance
for the Prince. (By the way, Philip was also born in 1921,
the same year as Agnes, albeit a few months later.)

A new homeland and late return to Hungary

After the revolution of1956 was suppressed, 48 members
of the Olympic team did not return to Hungary. Most
of them went to the United States. Keleti stayed in the
land of the kangaroos, but did not settle in Australia;
gymnastics did not exist there. In 1957, she was invited
to the Maccabiah Games in Israel to make a gymnastic
presentation. There was no gymnastic apparatus
in Israel, so she bought the equipment in Europe
and arranged for it to be transported to Israel. Upon
accepting the invitation her life took a180-degree turn:
she found a new homeland. The young Jewish country
immediately offered her citizenship and work. She
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taught future physical education teachers at Wingate
University, and became head of the national women's
gymnastics team — a role in which she would continue
for 22 years, building the team from scratch. During
her career, she also strived to reform Jewish national
education. She remarried and gave birth to a son at the
age of 41. Asecond son arrived four years later.

Agnes Keleti retired at the age of 75, and in 2000,
she moved back to Hungary, where she was inducted
into the Hall of Fame for the sport of gymnastics. At
the ceremony she said, “Here and now, | speak for the
health and happiness of women. | believe that | could
perform a cartwheel and a handstand right here and
right now [laughter and applause], though | won't do
it not. Gymnastics to me is a real show, where every
woman should participate. Everyone — and not only
those special women who are at the top nowadays.
We all should practice gymnastics, train our body, and
remain healthy! You could say itis my ars poetica, as the
old Greeks said."

In Jerusalem in 2017, Agnes Keleti received the Israel
Prize, the country’s most prestigious award, recognising
her work in training gymnasts and physical education
teachers. Keleti told the gathering that the everlasting
love of her students was worth more to her than than
any prize; it was a pleasure to her to help improve the
quality of physical education for the children of Israel.
"l always wear this gold medal on my necklace, which
| received from my students for my birthday. When |
look at this medal, it strengthens my conviction that we
should constantly remember the power of leading by
example." =



Walther Troger Honoured
with the 2020 ISOH Lifetime Award

By Volker Kluge

Atthe ISOH meeting on 30 November 2020, which had to
take place as a video conference due to the coronavirus
pandemic, the Executive Committee decided to present
Walther Troger with the ISOH Lifetime Award for 2020.
Before he could be officially informed of this decision,
the I0CHonorary Member died on 30 December 2020 in
Frankfurtam Main atthe age of 91.

Walther Troger was one of the most important living
witnesses of Olympic history, which he experienced
and helped to shape in different ways. Starting with
Innsbruck in 1964, he took part in no fewer than 27
Summer and Winter Games. Although he stayed in
Moscow during the 1980 I0C Session, he returned home
afterwards, as he did not want to celebrate an Olympic
Games at which his country’'s athletes were not allowed
to compete per the recommendation of the German
Bundestag. Before that, Troger was among those who
had fought in vain against the Olympic boycott, which
the majority of the German NOCdecided to support.

Walther Troger was born on 4 February 1929 in
Wunsiedel, Upper Franconia in southern Germany.
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He spent his youth in Breslau (now Wroctaw, POL),
where his father was a government councillor in the
customs service. His father, Karl Troger, joined a middle-
class conservative resistance group after the Nazi
"Machtergreifung” (seizure of power). In1937/38 he was
arrested and charged by the so-called People's Court
with "preparations for high treason" and imprisoned.

After the death of his father shortly before the end
of the war, his family fled back to Wunsiedel, where
Walther Troger sat for the Abitur (secondary school-
leaving exam). He studied law from 1947 t0 1951, but the
young graduate's wish to enter the diplomatic service
did not come true. In addition, his mother died young,
so that, asthe oldest of four brothers, he also had to take
on family responsibilities.

After coming into contact with the game of basketball
through student sports, with which he remained
connected throughout his life, he decided to pursue
a professional career as a sports official. In 1953 he
became general secretary of the German Student Sports
Association, in which he acquired a reputation as a
technical expert.

After Karl Ritter von Halt resigned as NOC President,
Troger belonged to a young team led by von Halt's
successor Willi Daume, who was unencumbered by
allegations of a Nazi past. He began in 1961 as head of the
International Relations Department of the German Sports
Confederation and managing director of the NOC. After
the two divisions separated, he served as NOC general
secretary from 1970 t01992. He felt particularly connected
to winter sports. Eight times - from 1964 to 2002 - he
served as chef de mission on German Olympicteams.

When the Hungarian Arpad (sdnadi suddenly died in
1983, Troger also took over his post as honorary 10Csports
director at the request of 10C President Juan Antonio
Samaranch, which he held until1990. He played a major
role in introducing the Olympic Programme, which was
expanded by new sports and disciplines during this
period. In 1989 he was elected to the 10C, on which he
satuntil 2009, when he reached the age limit of 80 years.

Although Troger had a strong personality, he was no
power politician, and this was not always an advantage
for him. His strengths included convincing arguments
and a sense of what is feasible. While Daume was often
praised as a visionary for thoughts he expressed in
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ISOH Lifetime Award winner 2005 - 2021

Richard Pound (CAN)
Harry Gordon (AUS, 1)
John A. Lucas (USA, 1) and
David C. Young (USA, 1)
Volker Kluge (GER)

2005 presentedto
2006 presentedto
2007 presentedto

2008 presented to
2009 presentedto
Allen Guttmann (USA)
Monique Berlioux (FRA, 1)
Ove Karlsson (SWE)
Manfred Lammer (GER)

2010
201
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to
presented to

Wayne Wilson (USA)
Roland Renson (BEL)
Lamartine DaCosta (BRA)
Jean Durry (FRA)

Anita L. DeFrantz (USA)
Norbert Miiller (GER)
Walther Troger (GER, 1)
Bill Mallon (USA)

passing, some people liked to pigeonhole Troger, who
had succeeded Daume as NOC presidentin1992, as a file
clerk — wrongly, apart from the often-bulging briefcase
which he sometimes carried with him.

Troger saw himself more in the role that he had
preferred to assume when playing basketball — as a
connector. Especially in the times of the Cold War, when
the I0C had obliged the two German NOCs to form joint
Olympic teams, he was one of the proponents of a
selection process based on performance and not on
tactical or political calculations. His ability to compromise
paid offwhen, in1990, after German reunification, it was
necessary to merge two different sports systems.

In terms of character, Troger was loyal, and he also
expected loyalty from others. He was helpful and
knowledgeable, often down to the smallest detail.
Despite his pragmatic and sometimes defensive
attitude, he did not shy away from conflict. However,
this also brought him some disappointments, such asin
2002 when he was voted out of office as NOC president.

Troger would have liked to have done without
another, far more important and terrible chapterin his
biography. This was Munich 1972, his Olympic Games,
in which he would become involved as Mayor of the
OlympicVillage. It was initially light-hearted, cheerful,
and cosmopolitan, just as it was intended — until
5September, when Palestinian terrorists kidnapped the
Israeli team and destroyed this vision.

On that day, Troger was part of a group of four who
negotiated with the hostage-takers about the release
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Robert K. Barney (USA/CAN) and

Conrado Durantez Corral (ESP)

of the Israelis. Although he was the lowest in the chain
of command in terms of office, he had the greatest
responsibility. This was because the chief negotiator,
Federal Minister of the Interior Hans-Dietrich Genscher,
spoke little English at the time. In each of the twelve
conversations, which were translated and documented
by Troger, the head of the guerrillas threatened that the
first athlete would soon be shot if the demands were not
met again. As proof, “Issa", as the masked man in the
white hat called himself, showed a hand grenade.

It sounded credible when Troger later said that he
had not felt fear even in moments like these, because
he had already experienced enough horrors in wartime.
Although it meant his life, he offered the terrorists
to board the plane that the Federal Government was
to provide, as a substitute hostage, taking the place
of the Israelis. He had known for a long time that the
irrevocable decision had been taken to prevent their
departure by force if necessary.

During his life, Troger would never be able to forget
the images of the eleven slain hostages and the other
victims — a German police officer and five terrorists. It
is hard to count the number of interviews in which he
answered questions on this subject without claiming to
know every detail of what happened. He was even sure
thatthere are still things that have been kept under lock
and key to the present day.

Itis no secret that Troger, unlike organisation head
Willi Daume, who saw his life's work destroyed by the
assassination, was one of those who pleaded for the



Olympic Games to continue in 1972. He also encouraged
I0C President Avery Brundage by invoking the Israeli
victims, who had asked him not to allow himself to be
blackmailed into abandoning the Games.

Another personal word. My correspondence with
Walther Tréger began in 1961 when | discovered my
interest in the Olympics as a16-year-old high school
student. From then on we stayed in touch. Adecade later
we gotto know and like each other personally.

So from many conversations | know how intensively
he dealt with history — not just the history of the
Olympics, but far beyond. He was arguably also one of
the most avid readers of the Journal of Olympic History.
He loved to discuss one topic or another over the phone
when each new issue was published. He was happy to
talk about the upcoming Olympic Games in Tokyo. His
last great wish was to take part there.

Troger's historical interest was genuine and by
no means platonic. He and Manfred Lammer were
among the founding fathers and driving forces behind
the establishment of the German Sports & Olympic
Museum in Cologne. Since 1994 he was chairman of
the sponsoring association and chairman of the board
of directors of the Willi Daume Foundation. The 300
boxes of Olympic material left behind in his last office,
only some of which have been sifted through to this
day, show Troger to be an extremely avid collector who
considered everything under the sign of the five rings to
be worth keeping. The Olympic collectors' community
will also miss him very much.
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Wreath-layingin
1972 at the scene of
the attack, Munich
Connollystrasse 31:
Mayor Walther
Troger together with
the chef de mission
for the Israeli team,
Shmuel Lalkin.

Photo: picture-alliance

In agreement with Walther Troger's family, to whom the
ISOH Executive Committee has expressed its condolences,
the ISOH Lifetime Award will be handed over to the
German Sport & Olympia Museum for permanent
safekeeping. »

ISOH Awards

Vikelas Plaque

2020 no allocation
2021 Kyoko Raita
Junko Tahara

Article Award

2019 lan Britain, Bill Mallon, David Davis,
and Tony Sainsbury
“The Genesis and Meaning of the Term
'Paralympic Games'"

2020 Luke J. Harrris
"Scotland and Scottish Identity
atthe1908 Olympics"

Book Award
no allocation
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“A Possibility of a Lady Competitor": Helen
Preece and the 1912 Olympic Modern Pentathlon

By Tom Lough, Kevin Witherspoon, and Kyser Lough

Framed photographs of Helen Preece, Queen Alexandra, and the
five-pound note first prize. Engraved text clockwise from lower left:
"“Her Majesty Queen Alexandra commanded Helen Preece aged 14 to
the Royal Box. Her Majesty said, “You have ridden very well and | have
much pleasure in handing you your first prize. 1 Prize Polo Pony Show
March 1910. The Royal Agricultural Hall. Her Majesty at the Hunters'
Show, March 1910. Islington, 11 March 1910. This bank note is the one
handed to Helen Preece by Her Majesty, the Queen."”

Source: The family of Helen Preece Chipchase Lewis.
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On7lJuly1912, the Louisville Herald published a story with
the headline, "Girl to Enter Olympic Games", in which
a teenaged English girl named Helen Preece detailed
her modern pentathlon training and her intention
to compete in the Olympic Games in Stockholm. She
wanted to "be absolutely fit for the Pentathlon” but
she admitted she was worried that "I shall be the only
woman competitor in this particular contest; it may
make me nervous."
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The modern pentathlon competition in Stockholm
started that same day; however, Preece was not there.
In fact, Olympic organisers had refused her entry. The
erroneous headline and story point to the uncertainties
of publishing and the press in the early 20™ century, and
also to a national and international fascination with the
prospect of awoman participating in an event rooted in
male-dominated events such as riding, shooting, and
fencing. Helen Preece did not compete in Stockholm
and thus did not break both age and gender barriers
that precluded her participation in the event. Yet,
Preece did submit an entry form for the event, she did
train for several months under the expectation that she
would compete, and she did attract the attention of
the international media for this Olympic foray. In the
aftermath of her failed Olympic venture, Preece lived
a long and prosperous life, where she continued to
challenge gender norms in a variety of ways. Until now,
historians have largely overlooked Preece and her life
story. This article sheds new light on the life and legacy
of this would-be Olympic pioneer through the benefits
of previously undiscovered documents and articles,
Preece's unpublished memoir, and interviews and
material shared by members of her family.2

The early years

Dorothy Helen Preece was born on 11 November 1895,
the first child of Ambrose Ernest Duncan Preece and
Edith Clay Preece of 21 Craven Road (Fig. 2, site A), a two-
storey row house in the Paddington district of London.
Her parents owned and operated the "largest and best
ventilated” riding school (Fig. 2, site B) in London and
both were skilful riders.? Part of her father's work was
as a jobmaster, supplying horses, carriages, and drivers

Tom Lough PhD, retired from Murray State University as a
professor of science education. In 1968, he competed in the
Olympic modern pentathlon in Mexico City. In 1976, he directed
the US Olympic Bicentennial Project and has coordinated the
production of legacy materials for the 1968 US Olympic Team.
(ontact: tom.lough@gmail.com.

JOH 1| 2021 “A Possibility of a Lady Competitor”:

for hire. He had taken over his father's livery business
and managed a series of stables with horse taxis all over
London.*

Sometime between 1898 and 1901, the family moved
to a large country home in Kingsbury, a suburb about six
miles northwest of London, with acreage, stables, and
barns. Preece’s father started her riding lessons when
she was three and encouraged herin "one sport after
another, anything [she] became old enough to try."s She
called herself her “Dad's Girl" in those days. By the time
she was six, Preece could ride and jump sidesaddle. She
began winning blue ribbons competing against other
children in horse shows and cross-country rides with
jumps. Later, her father taught her to ride astride (cross-
saddle), as well.¢ As a teenager, Helen was a student at
the Corran Collegiate School in Watford, Hertfordshire,
north of London, where she was active in gymnastics
and lacrosse.” Her father frequently took her out of
school for horse show competitions.®

Eady 1900s
Key:

A: Helen Preece
birthplace,

21 Craven Road

B: Preece & Son,
250 Fulham Road

C: Agricultural Hall
Arena

D: Olympia Arena

F: British Olympic
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Birth registration of
Dorothy Helen Preece
in Volume o1. A Page
69 of the Paddington
District Birth Register
for December1895.
Source: United Kingdom HM

Passport Office General Register
Office.

Annotated map of
1900s London.

Source: C.J. Prints, www.
oldtowns.co.uk, used with
permission.




o, West London
Early 1900s

Key:
E: Richmond Horse
Show Arena

Annotated map of
1900s West London.
Source: C.J. Prints, www.

oldtowns.co.uk, used with
permission.

From 1909 through early 1912, Preece's equestrian life
cycled annually through many horse shows, including
three major seasonal shows in the London area. The Polo
and Riding Pony Society Show was held each March at
the Royal Agricultural Hall (Fig. 2, site () in Islington. A
few months later, the world-famous Olympia Horse
Show took place in the Olympia Arena (Fig. 2, site D) in
Kensington. A month or so later, the Royal Horse Show
was held in an outdoor venue (Fig. 3, site E) at Old Deer
Park on the west side of London.

Even though she did not win all her contests, Preece
quickly became known for an exciting style of riding that
brought the crowd to its feet. Typical newspaper articles
included descriptions such as “She rode her horse with
a soft, easy hand ... coupled with a perfect balance
of body,"? and "Dashing into the arena like a bullet
[from a gun], the dashing Briton, with her hair tossing
rebelliously ... made straight for the first hurdle with the
speed of one racing before a prairie fire. The spectators
were scarcely able to follow her with their eyes, so swift
was her rise and fall over the fences. After she had

Kevin B. Witherspoon PhD, is the Benjamin E. Mays
Professor of History & Philosophy at Lander University in
Greenwood, South (arolina. He is the author of Before the Eyes
of the World: Mexico and the 1968 Olympics, and co-author of
Defending the American Way of Life: Sport, Culture, and the
(Cold War, both of which are NASSH award winners.
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completed the circuit, she was given the most stirring
ovation of any one thus far during the exhibition."™

Atthe1909 Islington show, Preece, at13 years old,won
a jumping competition on a polo pony owned by Robert
Sievier, producing the earliest newspaper report of her
prowess and marking the beginning of herrise to the top
rankings of female riders in England.™

At the 1910 Islington show, she rode her own horse,
Queenie, sidesaddle to such an excitingwin in ajumping
class that HRH Queen Alexandra asked her to come to
the royal box so that she could award the prize of a five-
pound note herself. Preece's family framed the note
alongwith photographs of her, Queenie, and the queen.
This framed piece became a treasured family heirloom
that has been passed down through the generations
to her grandchildren. This also became a notable and
newsworthy moment to accompany articles about
Preece in lateryears.”

At the Olympia show later that year, she took third
place in a hunter class against both boys and girls up to
16 years old, all of whom rode astride. She was the only
sidesaddle rider. Preece was described as "a tall girl
without a hat, but with a wealth of ... hair which she
wore down her back over a black habit", and who rode
on horses owned by George Chipchase, among others.®
Chipchase was the horse business manager for Judge
William Moore, a prominent Boston multimillionaire,
and both were well-known internationally for their
stables of world-class horses. Chipchase took an interest
in Preece's talent and arranged for her to ride and jump
his horses frequently.™

At the 1910 Royal Horse Show near Richmond Park,
Preece was photographed in an iconic moment, clearing
a stone wall five feet high while riding sidesaddle
on Queenie, hair flying and reins loose. She won the
championship, and the photograph “was in all the
papers.'®

Her riding carried her abroad to a November 1911
appearance at the National Horse Show in Madison
Square Garden, New York City, where she won several
classes, including those with both men and women
competitors.” In the wake of these victories, she
was described in the press as the best female rider in
the world. Her notoriety soared after an interesting
encounter with the New York Mounted Police while
exercising one of her horses in Central Park. Thinking she
was in distress, the police rode to her rescue, but instead
she mischievously led them on a merry chase. At the

Kyser Lough PhD, is an assistant professor of journalism
at the University of Georgia (USA), and a graduate of the
University of Texas at Austin with a PhD in Journalism (2019).
His primary research interests are photojournalism and
solutions/constructive journalism.



end, she pulled up and disclosed to the surprised officers
who she really was.” As she celebrated her sixteenth
birthday, Helen Preece was a champion-calibre rider
with a growing international reputation. The prospect of
competing in the ultimate international sporting event,
the Olympics, loomed.

The modern pentathlon

That Preece petitioned to compete in the modern
pentathlon, rather than a pure riding event that
might have been better suited to her expertise, can be
attributed both to the rules and restrictions in the riding
events, and to the fact that the modern pentathlon was
making its debut in Stockholm. In fact, the novelty of the
modern pentathlon contributed to uncertainty both as to
the nature of the various events, and — more important
for our discussion — to whether a woman might be
allowed to compete.

Developed personally by Baron Pierre de Coubertin to
challenge a versatile all-around athlete, the modern
pentathlon included the sports of horseback riding
over jumps, epee fencing, pistol shooting, swimming,
and cross-country running.” One of the earliest known
public notices in England about modern pentathlon
appeared in an article in the 17 February 1911 issue of
Sporting Life. It clearly described fencing, swimming,
riding, and shooting; however, it described running as
"'Steeplechase. Foot Race. 3000 metres."™
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Some of the subsequent articles abbreviated the
descriptions. For example, an article in the 4 March 191
edition of The Field announced the modern pentathlon
as a new addition to the 1912 Olympic programme.
(alling it the “genesis of [a] new and wonderful series of
competitions ... [for] ‘'the complete frontiersman'", the
article included swimming, steeplechasing, shooting,
riding, and fencing as the five events. The steeplechasing
was a bitambiguous; without the “foot race" reference,
it could be interpreted both as a running race and a
horse race.?®

Other articles did little to clarify the specifics of the
event.? A September article in the London Daily News
contained the description of shooting, swimming,
fencing, riding, and "cross-country”, which left the
event open to even more misunderstanding, as will be
shown shortly.?? Adding to the confusion was a January
1912 article in the Pall Mall Gazette announcing that the
pentathlon consisted of only “shooting, swimming,
fencing, and riding".»

Based on these and other early articles describing
the new event, it is difficult to discern when Preece
might have heard about it, and what she and her family
actually understood about the nature of the various
disciplines. Articles in the papers repeated the errors,
evidence of the absence of fact-checking and accuracy
of some journalism in that era. With no clarity regarding
age and gender restrictions, however, the door was open
for Preece to feel qualified.
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Helen Preece in New
York, November1911.
Source: George Grantham Bain

Collection, USLibrary of
Congress.

Far left: Helen Preece
sidesaddle on
Queenie clearing a
stone wall five feet
high.

Source: The London Graphic,
25June1910.
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Olympic Hopes and Dreams

Little is known about Preece's knowledge of or experience
with the Olympic Games prior to 1912; however, the
factthat the 1908 Games were held in London suggests
that she was aware of them. Based on her memoir and
other sources, it appears that she did not attend those
Olympics. As a13-year-old consumed with herascendant
riding career, she would probably have had little interest
in the equestrian offerings at the 1908 Olympics, which
included onlythree polo matches.

And yet, in early 1912 Preece began training in the
modern pentathlon. How and why this came about is
uncertain. Her father could have seized upon the idea to
prop up his declining horse business.

While an article in the 12 March 1912 London Standard
announced riding as an eventin the upcoming Olympic
Games in Stockholm, it stated, “These competitions are
strictly confined to gentlemen riders."? But the article
continued: "The Olympic games also include a new
competition named the modern pentathlon, composed
of five events: — Pistol shooting at 25 métres; swimming,
30 [sic] métres; fencing, epée; riding over a course of
about 5000 métres, with obstacles; cross-country race,
about 4000 métres. Each competitor must take partin
every event.'?

No gender limitation was mentioned, perhaps giving
Preece the opening he was seeking,that his daughter
could ride in the Olympics by competing in the modern
pentathlon. To do so, of course, she would have to
train in the other events, but with several months to go
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before the Games she might be able to pull it off. Based
on the published material available to that point, the
ambiguity in the parameters of the new event and the
qualifying process could have led Preece to think that his
daughter might be allowed to compete.

The London Standard article concluded with a
sentence that the full details of all competitions were
available from the British Olympic Association (BOA).
Perhaps Ambrose went to the BOA office for clarification.
Someone did. On 21 March 1912 the BOA was motivated
by someone (perhaps Mr. Preece?) to send a query to
the Swedish Olympic Committee (SOC) asking about the
civilian-eligible riding events: "Are ladies eligible to
compete in prize riding and jumping[?]"¥

The 22 March SOC reply stated, "Horse Riding
Competitions only open to gentlemen riders[.]"?8
While it is possible, even likely, that Preece's father
had initiated this query to determine if she could
compete in the civilian riding events in spite of the
published regulation, that question was no longer
in doubt. However, if he had obtained a copy of the
Modern Pentathlon Rule Book from the BOA, he would
have found that the “gentlemen only" rule does NOT
appear.®

In her memoir, Preece states, “Somehow through
Dad’s friends, they started to get me into a class for the
Olympic Games."3° This supports the likelihood that
the initiative for the idea came from her father and his
friends. Her use of the word, “class”, suggests an initial
horse show mindset, since horse shows are segmented
into "classes" of competition.

Her memoir continues, "It was an event for women
in four parts. You had to swim two miles, ride three
miles over jumps, fence, and shoot a revolver at a black
iron target stuck up in the ground shaped like a man
wearing a top hat."s While there were certainly some
discrepancies in her event description (e.g., the event
was not expressly for women, and it was certainly not
in four parts), her descriptions of the individual athletic
contests do resemble those of the modern pentathlon
and may reflect her father's interpretation of the earlier
newspaper article. Elements of her incomplete and
inconsistent description can be found in the newspaper
articles published about her in the next few months,
suggesting that she or her father were the primary source
of information for the reporters.

Making the commitment

Unlike the other Olympic sports, in 1912 the modern
pentathlon had no national committee in Great
Britain. This meant there was no organised method
to select the British competitors.3? The BOA resorted
to a series of newspaper invitations for applicants
published in March and April, with a deadline of 1 May.3
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This application deadline gave Preece only about 1.0
days to train, assuming she made her commitment
immediately after the SOC confirmed to the BOA the
"gentlemen only" rule in riding. If she wanted to ride
in the 1912 Olympic Games, the modern pentathlon was
heronly hope.

Once Preece's commitment was obtained, her
father began working with a press agent for a news
campaign. This could have been motivated by a desire
for publicising his horse and livery business to counter
the increasing number of motorcars appearing on
the London streets. In her memoir, Helen mentioned
loaning her scrapbooks to a press agent "who wanted to
write an article about me. "

They must have worked quickly because on 27 March,
an article appeared in the London Standard with the
headline, "England's Girl Champion. Miss Preece's
Olympic Task. A Marvellous [sic] Career”.>s Along with
two paragraphs of background information, including
the location of her father's business and a photograph
of Preece on horseback, the article stated two Olympic
intentions. The first was a curious reference to a 34-
mile race on horseback with the last three miles being
a steeplechase course. The second was to “win the
Pentathlon”, suggesting that she was training in five
events.

Swimming, fencing, and shooting were described
accurately in the article. However, riding was described
as two events, a cross-country ride of 4,000 mand aride
over a course of 5,000 m. Running did not appear in the
description.
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Training regimen

With the Olympic deadline looming, Preece embarked
on a vigorous training regimen. Her father rented a
cottage for her near Richmond Park (in the vicinity of the
annual Royal Horse Show) so that she could dedicate
herselfto training six days a week, with Sunday as a day
of rest. After a walk and breakfast, she would ride each
morning. The afternoons were focused on training in the
other sports.

She took fencing lessons three times per week. At that
time, the epee fencing style was for men only. Women
were permitted to fence only with the foil, a lighter
weapon. Most likely, she took foil lessons at a nearby
fencing club.3¢ For pistol shooting, the family called
in Walter Winans, a friend from the horse world. As an
Olympic gold medallist in shooting and the author of a
book about revolver shooting, Winans was eminently
qualified to train Preece. She travelled to Windsor by
train twice each week for his lessons.” Her memoir also
mentions training in swimming. Itis unclear whethershe
trained in running; perhaps due to the uncertainty about
the nature of the various events she neglected it. In any
case, her days in the spring of 1912 were consumed with
rigorous training in the various disciplines.3®

The petition
It is highly likely that on 1 May, Preece (or perhaps her

father) submitted to the BOA a signed entry form
for her to compete in the 1912 modern pentathlon,
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similar to the one by Hugh Durant, including “Yes" for
bringing her own horse.3 0n the following day, the
honourable secretary of the BOA sent a letter to the
Swedish Olympic Committee (S0C), saying, “We have
had an application from a lady to be allowed to enter

for the modern pentathlon in the Olympic Games of

Stockholm. | presume from your telegram of March 22",
[sic] stating that the Horse Riding Competitions are only
open to gentlemen riders, that the Modern Pentathlon
is not open to ladies. | do not however feel authorized
to decide this question absolutely, and therefore beg to
refer it to you for a definite decision."+°

0On 7 May, the SOC responded to the BOA that they
would take up the matter with the Modern Pentathlon
Committee (MPC).# But on the very next day they sent a
letter to Baron Pierre de Coubertin of the International
Olympic Committee asking for his recommendation.*

Sandra Heck describes Coubertin's response
as expressing personal opposition to women as
competitors, but, since they were already admitted to the
Olympic Games for swimming and tennis, suggesting that
there were no real grounds for refusing them in modern
pentathlon. He said he would go along with whatever
the SOCMPCdecided.* The MPCvoted 10 to 2 on written
ballots (with one vote by telephone) that women should
not be admitted in modern pentathlon and the SOCsent
a letter to the BOA on 17 May to that effect.* At least one
newspaper continued to promote her cause to the public
during May of 1912.% This likely prompted some public
discussion, which evidently reached the BOA.
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An article published on the front page of the 31 May issue
of The Sporting Lifeannounced the three United Kingdom
entries for the 1912 Olympic modern pentathlon and then
addressed rumours that were surely related to Preece's
Olympic quest. It read, “In one quarter it was actually
suggested thatthere was a possibility of a lady competitor
beingamongthe United Kingdom's representatives ... we
can assure ourreaders thatthere is notthe leastlikelihood
ofalady beingsent.” The article concluded, "Rev. Courcy
de Laffan ... [honourable secretary of the BOA] ... assured
our representative thatthe ... [SOC] rules ... precluded a
lady from competingin the modern pentathlon."
Exactly how and when the news was relayed to Preece
isunclear. One can infer from heraccountin her memoir
that she was not told the full story. Preece wrote, "I
became good at all these events, but when the time
came to go, the officials considered me too young."*
The “time to go" she mentioned was in June, when the
other modern pentathlon competitors were shipping
their horses and making their travel arrangements for
Stockholm. During thatsame time, Preece returned to her
earlier horse show life. Her pentathlon story disappeared
from the Great Britain newspapers. However, in other
parts of the world, her story was just gaining traction.*®

International notoriety

Inthe spring 0f1912, Preece's name and image appeared
often in the British papers: in that span, there were at
least19 articles about Preece and her accomplishments,
about half of which focused on her participation in the
Olympics. When headlines appeared with the stories,
they veered toward the sensational, providing further
support that her participation was newsworthy: “Best
Girl Rider in the World" ,» "'Flapper’ who will represent
England in the Olympic Games",>° and “England’s Girl
Champion".®

Once the United Press International (UPI) picked up on
the story, she began appearing in newspapers around
the world, often headlining the same sensational
qualities celebrating a young, skilful, female horse-
rider. Between January and June 1912, 11 different
newspapers in Canada, and 12 papers in Australia,
published articles referencing her Olympic aspirations.5?
Her story spread the widest among US newspapers,
with at least 85 articles appearing in 71 newspapers,
mostly minor publications. It started and ended with
ten non-0lympic stories about her horse shows - five
nearly-identical stories in January and February with a
photograph about the New York horse show and focused
on how she rode an unmanageable horse that had killed
a bystander and five announcements in October and
November about how she was to visit America soon.>
The middle of the year and the bulk of the stories were
devoted to the Olympics. Headlines from United States



newspapers were notably less sensational than other
countries, mostly focusing (erroneously) on how she was
the onlywoman competingin the Games.>*

In total, Preece's Olympic story made it to at least
105 stories in 90 newspapers in Great Britain, Australia,
Canada, and the United States. Errors abounded, from
getting the events wrong to even placing a Stockholm
dateline on the story suggesting she was present and
competing in the Olympic Games. Preece's pentathlon
coverage in her home country expired with the denial
of her entry. Elsewhere, the story seemed to catch the
imagination of creative and competitive wire services
that did not place a premium on accuracy.

After Stockholm 1912

Considering that Preece believed her age had been the
disqualifying factor for her petition in 1912, did she plan
to try again for the Berlin Olympics in 19167 Perhaps. The
next year, in an article in the London Evening News, a
correspondent reported on her “marvellous skill" at
the Richmond Horse Show, continued that she was
still active in swimming, fencing, pistol shooting, and
running, and concluded, "Miss Preece is ambitious
and hopes to enter for events at the Olympic Games in
Berlin."s5 Although Preece did not mention this in her
memoir, evidently she was motivated enough by her
1912 efforts to continue training and perhaps try again in
1916. In the same vein, historian Andy Archibald reported
that sometime in 1914 Ambrose Preece approached the
newly formed BOA Modern Pentathlon Council to ask
ifwomen might be allowed in future Olympic modern
pentathlon competitions.* The council did not take any
action, and everything remained the same for more
than eight decades. Whatever hopes and dreams Preece
and her father may have had about participation in the
1916 Olympics, the onset of war dashed them abruptly
and permanently. The 1916 Olympics were never held,
and in the passing years Preece’'s life moved away from
competing atthe highestlevels.

By 1914, the horse taxi business had been eclipsed
by motor taxis, and the British Army was preparing
to confiscate show horses for the war effort against
Germany. George Chipchase assisted Preece and her
father in immigrating to the United States, bringing
some horses with them. He helped set up her father in
the Washington, DC horse business, where he became
so well-known that he was selected to drive the four-
horse carriage that took Woodrow Wilson to his second
inauguration.””

Preece competed in several US horse shows in the fall
of 1914 and then married George Chipchase in March
of the following year. With him, she had two children,
made "a good life”, and had "a happy family"”.5® The
Chipchases operated their own horse business out of
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Beverly Farms in Massachusetts’® and then eventually
moved to Aiken, South Carolina, where they opened and
operated the Chipchase Riding School.

Aiken was a hotbed of equestrian activity at that time,
enjoying a "Gilded Age" of prosperity from the 1890s
to the 1940s. The Aiken Horse Show - still an annual
tradition today — drew top riders from all over the world
each year, along with thousands of spectators, helping
make Aiken a Southern hub of high-society culture.®

Helen and George Chipchase, Yankees wintering in
South Carolina, may not have risen to the most elite
social circles in Aiken, but they were prominent enough
that newspapers noted their comings and goings several
times each year. From these references, we can trace the
life of a vibrant, successful socialite.

While in Aiken, she adopted a busy lifestyle, including
raising her two daughters as well as a boy and girl
from her husband's previous marriage, growing prize-
winning roses, buying and selling horses, teaching
riding lessons, riding to hounds, organising moonlight
horseback rides, taking tennis lessons, going on bird
shoots, and singing in the church choir.”

In her memoir, she noted taking morning rides with
a "Mrs. Hitchcock™ in Aiken and helping her to organise
fox hunts and rides. "Mrs. Hitchcock" was certainly
Louise Hitchcock, the grande dame of Aiken equestrian
society. She and her husband Thomas were inheritors of
avast 2,100 acre estate, known even today as Hitchcock
Woods. The Hitchcocks organised rides and fox hunts for
riders from home and abroad, among other community
efforts. Preece-Chipchase, while perhaps not of the
same social status as the Hitchcocks, was clearly involved
in many of the same activities.®

Occasionally, Preece-Chipchase was noted among
"high society" references in the paper. In1936, she was
numbered among 90 Prominent People"” participating
in the staging of “The First Commandment," which the
paper celebrated as "The Biggest Event Ever Staged in
Aiken!"s

45

One of a series
of Aiken (SC)
advertisements
in192y.

Source: Aiken (SC) Journal
Review, 23 January1924.



Photograph of Helen
Preece Chipchase
Lewis, circa1966.

Source: Frances Schilson,
great-niece.

All of these articles suggest that, after her flirtation with
notoriety leading up to the 1912 Olympics, she remained
a figure of note even in later years. She helped torun a
business, contributed to philanthropic efforts, taught
and coached many prize-winning riders (including her
daughter), judged equestrian competitions, and hosted
newsworthysocial events.®

On the personal front, those years may not have been
as happy as they appeared to outsiders, as her time
in Aiken witnessed the crumbling of two marriages.
She and George Chipchase grew apart and eventually
divorced. She remarried, to another horse trainer, John
Leslie Smith, in December 1934, but that marriage failed
a fewyears later.

World War Il stopped the horse business. Preece
disposed of her remaining livestock and moved to Virginia
to take a government office job at Fort Lee. There she met
Nelson Lewis, whom she married in 1942. They made a
home in the Fox Hill area of Hampton, surrounded by
family members. Nelson died in 1986 and Preece-Lewis
followed on 2July1990, at the age of 94. She was buried
in Hampton, Virginia. %

Life in retrospect

The life and career of Helen Preece provide us with
opportunities to reflect on the realities of gender norms
and expectations in the early 20™" century, and also to
ponder the lost opportunities for change. Preece, raised
in the comfort of a horse-centred English family, may
not have fully realised the societal pressures against her
at the time of her Olympic venture in1912. In her own
recounting, itwas her age — not her gender - that kept
her from participating in the Olympics. At times, herown
naivete about the pentathlon suggests either she didn't
takeitasseriously as onetryingto shattera gender barrier
might or that she was just going along with her father's
plans.

However, from what we see in her early years of riding
(especially her Central Park adventure), it's not hard to
believe that Preece was on board with challenging the
system and finding a way to ride in the Olympic Games.
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And while media fascination with her story suggests that
awoman playing ata man's game was worthy of tabloid
speculation, “there is not the least likelihood of a lady
being sent."”% While a few members of the committee
considering her candidacy took it seriously enough to
vote in the affirmative, the prevailing view was that such
an eventwas no place forawoman.

At the same time, her life after 1912 demonstrated
that she remained a strong, independent woman,
breaking barriers in other ways. Her series of divorces
and remarriages suggests a woman not confined to
the conventions of the day, and perhaps one whose
independent streak pushed the limits of patience and
understandingin her series of husbands.

Operating in a world where the men around her
were wealthy and preoccupied with their own pursuits,
she created her own businesses and followed her own
interests. She was business owner, coach, philanthropist,
judge, event coordinator, along with being a wife,
mother, and mentor to her children. While the organising
interests of high-level amateur sport prevented Preece
from pursuing her Olympic dreams, elsewhere in life
she pushed the boundaries of accepted gender norms,
becoming a figure of note outside of the Olympics.

Epilogue

If Helen Preece had lived ten years and a few months
more, she could have watched a landmark event
on television that surely would have moved her. On
10ctober 2000 in Sydney, Australia, the women's
modern pentathlon atlast had its Olympic debut. Preece
would have been proud that women from Great Britain
captured individual gold and bronze medals. It would
not have been selfish for her to claim just a bit of the
credit as one of the trailblazers toward gender equality
inthe games.

After all, she had been the first woman down that
road a long time ago. Indeed, as part of the official
programme for modern pentathlon at the 2000 Olympic
Games, historians Stephanie Daniels and Anita Tedder
contributed a one-page article that was dedicated to
the memory of Helen Preece. They described her struggle
and eventual denial but used the story to give a sense of
closure and a salute to the history, legacy, and courage of
the women who came to compete.
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72 Years of Olympic Memoirs

By Stan Greenberg

I should start by indicating that | come from a religious
family who had no interest in, or knowledge of, sport.
Indeed | don't believe that my father had ever thrown
or kicked a ball, until he started playing with me as
| got older. At my infant school | discovered that | had
considerable speed, which initially helped get me out
of the reach of bullies, and then got me into football
(as a fast winger) and cricket (as a fast fielder) teams,
since | didn't appear to have the usual basic skills in
those sports. As | reached my teens, during World War
Il, I became a football fan, regularly supporting both
the Tottenham Hotspur and Arsenal teams, who used
the same ground at that time. Nevertheless, I recall
that | had heard of Jesse Owens and his feats at the
Berlin Olympics, and he became my sports hero even
then. At my grammar school, athletics was restricted to
the annual school sports, although oddly enough they
employed a coach and became the strongest athletics
school in London the year after | left.

However, | never got personally interested in the
Olympic Games until they were held in London in 1948.
At that time | had only been at work (at Lever Brothers,
later Unilever) for about a year, and had very low wages,
so it never occurred to me to buy any tickets. Also the
company had the statutory two weeks holiday, from
which | had to deduct three days for religious reasons,
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so that | really didn't have the holiday time available.
However, atthe end of the first day of the Games, my best
friend came to my house and asked me if | would like
to go to the next day's athletics, as he had been given
two tickets. | leapt at the chance and we got to Wembley
Stadium very early the next day as we had standing
tickets and itwas a case of first come first served.

We positioned ourselves on the back straight, directly
opposite the finish line, and with food and drink from
home and our programmes, we were self-sufficient.
I didn't have an inkling then of how that day was
eventually to completely change my life. We had read the
morning newspapers and thus had some idea of who
were the “stars” we would see, so we were somewhat
surprised when the 100 m final was won by Harrison
Dillard, apparently only the third string for the American
team, and primarily known as a hurdler. Other finals that
dayincluded the hammer event, which fascinated me,
and was won by world record holder Imre Németh of
Hungary, who | would later see more often, and whose
son Miklds | would eventually witness at the 1976 Games
win the javelin event.

The other finals that day were the 400 m hurdles, the
long jump, the sokm walk, and the women's javelin in
which, I didn't realise till much later, was Dana Ingrova
of Czechoslovakia — later to be Mrs. Zatopek. | was very
pleased to see Emil as well in his 5,000 m heat, as he
had easily won the 10,000 m on the first day. | was also
privileged to watch the fabulous Dutchwoman Fanny
Blankers-Koen in the 100 m heats. Whatan introduction
to athletics and the Games.

| determined to attend another Olympics, and started
saving up from the next day, with the intention of going
to Helsinki in 1952. Also, specifically, | began reading
everything | could get my hands on about athletics itself,
as | soon realised that, to appreciate it properly, one
needed to know something about it and its practitioners.
Little did I realise just exactly what that involved.

Over the next few years | built up files on all the top
athletes in the world, and read about all the major
championships, especially the Olympics, of the past.

As Helsinki approached it seemed that | was not going
to be able to afford it, when a fairly well-to-do aunt,
at the urging of her sister, my mother, gave me a quite
large, and early, 21t birthday present, which enabled



me to join an Olympic tour. Thus in mid-August 1952
I was on a ship (my first time ever) going from Tilbury,
near London, to Gothenburgin Sweden, then by train to
Stockholm, by ship again across the Baltic sea to Turku,
Finland, and finally, because we had been delayed
a day in Sweden, on a wild coach ride to get to the
Helsinki Olympicstadium for the opening ceremony. It is
intriguing to note that the overall journey took two days,
whereas today itwould only take a few hours.

At that Games there were 4,931 competitors from 69
countries, which included, for the first time, the Soviet
Union, and the return of Germany and Japan. | recall
that they were all lined up in perfect order when the
final bearer of the torch relay entered the stadium. It
was the legendary Paavo Nurmi, and there was chaos as
everyone crowded to the edges of the track to take his
photograph.

Our group was billeted in a school hall with double
bunks, and | found that the chap above me had won the
British junior mile walk in 1950. He sometimes had to
wear a cumbersome metal back brace, which | helped
him with, and he mentioned that his family was going
to emigrate soon. His name was Norman Read, and
I next heard of him four years later when he won the
Olympic50 km walk gold medal for his new country, New
Zealand. One day in the stadium a middle-aged couple
sat next to me, and | thought I recognised the man. He
was Victor Barna, one of the greatest ever table tennis
players, who had won 15 world titles when younger.

As far as | am concerned the 1952 Games were
dominated by the remarkable Zatopek couple, as
Emil won a unique treble of the 5,000 m, 10,000 m,
and marathon golds, while his wife, Dana, took the
women's javelin title. However, | was also overwhelmed
by Adhemar Ferreira da Silva of Brazil who beat the
existing world record in the triple jump with four jumps,
his best being16.22 m. I must also mention Australia's
Marjorie Jackson who won the 100 m and 200 m, setting
world marks in both. Returning home, my mind was
overloaded with what | had witnessed and | redoubled
my research efforts.

However, when the next Games came due, in
Melbourne, I just couldn't afford the trip. There was no
general television coverage in those days, so one could
only learn about what was happening from newspapers
and cinema newsreels, which | devoured. Although | had
intended to attend the Rome Games, in the meantime |
had met Carole, and when my future in-laws suggested
the date of our marriage as 4 September 1960, | didn't
argue as | wanted to show them that she meant more to
me than sport.

The 4 September was in fact an athletics rest day, and
| used to joke that, when there was a lull in the marriage
service, | asked the rabbi if he knew who had won the
100 m. We then went to Lucerne for our honeymoon,
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where Carole was surprised when | showed a lot of
patience with the time she spentlooking in the windows
of smart clothes shops in the town's shopping centre.
What she didn't realise for a time was that nearly all the
major shops had small screens in their main windows
giving Olympic results. Also, at the end of our stay we
went to see the Olympic champion gymnastics team,
Japan, led by the fantastic Takashi Ono, compete against
the Swiss team.

Again in 1964 private life interrupted my Olympics
life, as we now had our first child and once more lack
of finance took over. However, | still got my Olympics fill,
because of two things. Firstly, | probably put my business
life in jeopardy, when | asked the Lever Brothers vice
chairman's secretary, whom | had got to know as part
of mywork, if she would ask if | could possibly watch the
Games television in the Board's conference room, if it
was available. To her and my surprise | was told | could,
if my departmental boss agreed. He did, as he knew |
would make up the time, so | sat for most mornings in
the boardroom taking down results, often interrupted by
various directors and/or secretaries comingin to see how
Britain was doing.

| think that my acceptance was mainly due to the
fact that | was, at the time, organiser of the company
athletics team. The second thing that happened was that
ITV approached me to help outin their London office.
This was because at that time film was sent from Tokyo by
satellite, but sound came by land (and sea) line, which
every now and then would break down, and the London
commentator would be brought in. If that happened
they needed some expertise available. Because of the
time difference | was able to attend in the evenings after
my work ended. They would then have a taxi to take
me home for a short sleep. Thus, | had an overall better
coverage of the Games than if I had actually been there.

By the time of the 1968 Games in Mexico City, | was
working for the Greater London Council helping to set
up its Transport Library, and had more holiday time.
Strangely enough, | had been helping Norris McWhirter,
of Guinness Book of Records fame, with some of his BBC
reports on athletics in previous months. As had been the
case with ITV, he had been left in London to cover any
breakdowns in sound, and he asked me to sit with him
and help out.

Again the time factor was in my favour, so | did. In
fact the sound did go a couple of times and he filled in
very well. My outstanding memory of the time was the
phenomenal long jump of 8.90 m made by Bob Beamon
(USA). I recall that Norris and | initially had a problem
converting it to feet and inches as our conversion table
only went up to 8.50 m. | suggested that it was like
"someone jumping through a normal house's front
window and leaving by the back window", which phrase
was used by the BBC.
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Possibly because of the help | had been, or because
of the previous use Norris had made of me, the BBC
started using me for the next 26 years for athletics
generally, and thus it meant that | was present at the
1972 Games at Munich, which was very memorable,
but for conflicting reasons. The standard of sport was
tremendous, especially in athletics. Ron Pickering, who
was also covering gymnastics, made me go with him
one evening to see the new star of the sport, Olga Korbut
(URS). She was terrific, though | was particularly taken
by her teammate the all-round champion, Lyudmila
Turishcheva.

However, it was all overshadowed by the murders
of the Israeli sportsmen. The BBC office at the stadium
was in such a position that | actually was in the right
position to see the “famous" sight of the balaclava-clad
terrorist on the Israeli team's balcony. Also the whole
ghastly episode was very personal to me, as | had been
introduced to one of the victims, coach Amitzur Shapira,
a day or two before, and our commentary position was
directly next to the Israeli commentary team whom we
had befriended. | am afraid that my heart wasn'tin the
rest of the Games.

At Montreal in 1976 it was rather worrying to see all the
armed police and soldiers throughout the Games site.
There was a boycott by 20 primarily African countries,
due to the inclusion of New Zealand who had played
South Africa at rugby, which mainly affected boxing and
some athletics events.

The swimming was virtually dominated by American
men and GDRwomen, and | made sure | spent a couple
of hours at the pool and so witnessed three world
records. In athletics there was a surprise when Miklds
Németh, the son of Imre who had won the hammer
in London in 1948, won the javelin with a new world
record. A new gymnastics star was the Romanian
Nadia Comaneci, only 14 years old. At the end of the
Games, Canada, who had done a great job, gained the
distinction of being the first host country not to win a
single gold medal.

The 1980 Games were held in Moscow, and because
of the Soviet Union's invasion of Afghanistan there
was a massive boycott by about 50 nations, led by the
United States — difficult to confirm as a number had
not intended to be there anyway — but there were still
80 countries there, and over 5,000 participants. At the
opening ceremony a tremendous impression was made
by use of spectator-held cards which formed wonderful
images.

The sporting facilities were excellent, as indeed were
the press hotels — aside from rather excessive security
details. | had worried about the quality of food, based
on my previous trips to the Soviet Union, but for the
Games it was apparently brought by lorries from Finland
every day, and was first class while we were there.
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The star of these Games was again a gymnast, but this
time a male, Alexander Dityatin (URS) who won a unique
eight medals. Once again the GDR women dominated
the swimming events, while the stadium witnessed the
expected victories of Steve Ovett and Seb Coe, both of
Britain, butin the “wrong" events.

Incidentally, one of the best things were the press
buses, which kept incredibly to time. The time table
would state that the bus would leave the hotel at say
7:54 and arrive at the stadium at say 8:21, and to the
second thatis the times that they left and arrived at the
stadium. It seems that they had total control of the roads
as they rarely took any notice of traffic lights.

The next Games, atLos Angeles in 1984, were surprise,
surprise, boycotted by the Soviet Bloc and allies, with
the exception of Romania. Nevertheless there were still
140 countries in attendance comprising nearly 6,800
participants. A day or so before the opening ceremony,
which was fantastic, my BBC colleagues and | visited
the British team's training ground in San Diego, and
as we came back Stuart Storey, who was also due to
commentate on the Games basketball competition,
noticed an auditorium where there was to be a match
between the US Olympic team (then amateurs) and
a professional team - they had special permission
from the 10C to do so. He somehow wangled seats for
the three of us and | therefore saw the likes of Michael
Jordan and Patrick Ewing. | was totally mesmerised by
their skills and realised that the US team were virtually
unbeatable.

Attendances at all sports was outstanding, butlam
afraid that there was an unfortunate orgy of American
chauvinism displayed by many spectators, and
particularly the media. With the absence of the Soviet
Union and East Germany the great majority of medals
went to the United States, although, interestingly, the
initial gold medal of the Games was won by China, their
first ever, in the shooting. In the athletics Carl Lewis (USA)
matched his idol, Jesse Owens in 1936, by taking gold
medals in the 100 m, 200 m, long jump, and relay. The
closing ceremony involved one of the greatest fireworks
displays ever staged

It is unfortunate that the 1988 Games in Seoul will
forever mainly be remembered for the 100 m win and
staggering record by Canadian Ben Johnson, who
was later disqualified for drug use. Other than that
the Games were excellent, and due to a number of
additions of events and sports the event total had risen
to a record 237. North Korea caused some discourse, not
being allowed to host half of the Games, by withdrawing
along with a few hard-line Communist countries, such
as Albania and Cuba, but there were still a record 159
countries and 8,423 competitors. US television paid
enormous sums for coverage rights, and there was an
estimated total 0f16,000 media.



The original "Antwerp flag" from 1920 had been fading
away, and thus a new one was presented to the I0C by
the Seoul Organising Committee. The opening ceremony
involved some tremendous drumming, and the torch
was carried part of the way in the stadium by 76-year-old
Sohn Kee-Chung (Kitei Son), the Korean who had won the
1936 marathon forthe then occupyingJapanese.

Kristin Otto (GDR) won a record six titles at swimming,
including at three different strokes. In diving, Greg
Louganis (USA) retained both his titles from 1984, despite
hitting his head on the board during one preliminary
dive. In boxing there were a number of "bizarre"
decisions, and some judges were suspended. One
evening | had just entered the weightlifting hall when
the great Naim Siileymanoglu (TUR) lifted a remarkable
new world record in the featherweight category. On
the track Florence Griffith Joyner (USA) won three gold
medals and asilverinthe100 m, 200 m, and both relays,
while her sister-in-law, Jackie Joyner-Kersee, won the
heptathlon and long jump.

Prior to the Barcelona Games in 1992 | had initially
given up my work with the BBC, but they had then
given me a computer and printer and persuaded me
to remain. | am particularly pleased that | did, because
it turned out to be the most pleasurable Olympics |
had been to since 1952. Having spent months getting
all my data onto the computer and then adding the
bib numbers of the athletes, | could literally produce
the information needed by the commentators within
minutes, instead of the previous many hours. It meant
that I was able to look around the town and village to a
degreevirtually impossible before.

There were new records set by the number of countries
competing (169) — actually there were 170 countries in the
opening parade (but Afghanistan had no competitors)
and competitors (9,385). In total there were 259 medal
events in 26 sports and a record 64 countries won
medals. For a change there were no boycotts and South
Africa returned to Olympic competition after32 years; the
Baltic States were independent, and reunified Germany
competed as one team.

As usual the media outnumbered the competitors.
The opening ceremony was very colourful and musical.
The overall standard of sport was high, especially in
tennis and basketball where professionals were allowed
for the first time. Indeed the US basketball team,
containing "Magic" Johnson and Michael Johnson, was
one of the highlights of these Games. Other particularly
noteworthy performances were in the oo m hurdles,
in which Kevin Young (USA) smashed the world mark
with 46.78, and in the 1,500 m swimming gold by Kieran
Perkins (AUS), also with a world record of 14:43.48.

Unfortunately Barcelona was the last Games | was to
attend for some time due to financial and age reasons.
However, watching TV coverage of the next four Games
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gave me a far better coverage and knowledge of what
was going on than “merely"” being present primarily at
the athletics events.

Thus | was determined to attend the 2012 Games in
London, despite having entered my 80s. | didn't think
thatlwould be able to get press accreditation, but | was
pleasantly surprised when | learned that the head of the
media organisation had applied, on my behalf, to the
10C, pointing out all that | had done for athletics and the
Games over the years.

They were kind enough to grant me a special 10C
accreditation, and | had a wonderful position in the
press section of the stadium, directly over the finish line.
Thus I was able to meet up with many of my world-wide
friends and colleagues, as well as have a terrific view.
There were some excellent performances, but | hope
I will be forgiven if I fix on the famous Saturday when
Britain won three golds, achieved by Greg Rutherford in
the long jump, Jessica Ennis in the heptathlon, and Mo
Farah in the 10,000 m. There were three fabulous world
records on the track, by David Rudisha (800 m), and the
United States in the men's and women's 4 X100 m relays,
butitis that Saturday which still sticks in my mind.

Thus my wonderful Olympic connection came to an
end, asldidn'teven consider attempting Rio in 2016, and
possible thoughts of 2020 Tokyo were obliterated by the
virus pandemic. Hopefully, they will follow this summer.
After that comes Paris in 2024, who knows, and God
willing I may not be quite finished yet. »
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The "0lympic Tent"
of the German YMCA
Movement and New
Christians at the 1936
Olympic Games in
Berlin.

Source: Private collection of
Dr. Christian Kunz

Rise of the Reich in Mandate Palestine:
The NSDAP, Jerusalem YMC(A, and "Participation” of Attallah Kidess
in the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games (part3)

By San Charles Haddad

NB: This isthe fourth and final article in a series for Journal
of Olympic History (JOH) that explores Mandate Palestine's
connections to the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games. The nota
benefrom thefirst article’also applies to this article. The
articlesin the series should be read in sequence.

Foreword

As mentioned in the Foreword to my previous article,
this final article (Part 3 of the examination of Attallah
Alexander "Ted" Kidess and his connection to a
Palestinian delegation to the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games)
continues to address the various claims, made over
decades, that Kidess was an Olympian. | continue to
compare these claims to documentary evidence of note.
While my research remains inconclusive regarding a
complete understanding of who initiated the Palestinian
delegation and forwhat purpose, this final article, when
combined with my others in the series, defines a more
complete picture of what transpired with Palestine’s
presence at the “Nazi" Olympics. At the same time,
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my research opens the door for others to examine my
findings further and explore archival material that | have
notyet discovered or have been unable to access.

Since March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has inhibited
access to archives around the world, and | have not been
ableto conduct extensive new research. Nor has JOHEditor
Volker Kluge been able to access easily material ofinterest
that he identified at the Bundesarchiv. Nevertheless,
our research is ongoing in this regard, with a tranche of
preliminary German files obtained in October 2020. In
our discussions pertaining to the Palestine Olympicfile
in Berlin, Kluge has noted that only about 20% of the
material from the XI Olympiad survived the war, so it
could be that the veil of secrecy that has shrouded the
Palestinian delegation to Berlin will remain in place.
Special thanks are due to Kluge and ISOH member Dr.
Christian Kunz for providing insight, research support,
primary documents, and photography for this third article
pertainingto Kidess and the Palestinian delegation to the
"Nazi" Games.

* ¥k ¥k



Kidess as Palestine's first Olympian?

It behooves me to clarify that even though there are
claims that Kidess was in Berlin as an Olympic athlete,
he was not a member of the Nationalsozialistische
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP/Nazi Party). My research
demonstrates the early deep and effective penetration
of Nazis at the Jerusalem YMCA, but we know from
Appendix Il of Heidemarie Wawrzyn's Nazis in the Holy
Land 1933-1948 (2013) that Kidess is not identified as a
member of the NSDAP. Her appendix lists more than 700
ethnic Germans (Paldstinadeutsche) who joined the
NSDAP during the Mandate but does not address known
Arab members.>

We know that, in 1933, approximately 40 of the
Paldstinadeutsche Party members joined the Jerusalem
YMCA en masse, shortly after Kidess left Palestine to study
inthe United States of America. In her Acknowledgements
about her research,® Wawrzyn identified the extensive
sources she used to compile her list. | conducted an
additional review of American intelligence documents
(Declassified NND 61695) on the NSDAP in Palestine, held
at NARA*in College Park, Maryland,s and confirmed that
Kidess is notlisted in those records among the few Arabs
who did hold party membership. Only a handful of Arab
(or other Palestinian "non-Aryans") were ever granted
Party membership, and these men were affiliated
with the Grand Mufti and military operations that he
supported against the Zionists. They generally received
German monikers to conduct their Party business.

Kidess left the Association with Heinrichs' coordination
and support (along with that of Laurence Doggett,®
Springfield College's fourth president): he received
a scholarship to complete a master's degree in
Massachusetts, between 1933 and 1935. It was Heinrichs
who personally received the cable from the college
"granting scholarship of tuition and room-rent"7 to
Kidess, a fact recorded in his diary that demonstrates
his central role in not just launching but also advancing
Kidess's career with the YMCA Movement. Heinrichs'
support effectively secured a pathway for Kidess out of
Palestine, when things got dicey in the summer of1946
with the bombing of the King David Hotel.

0On the same day that the cable approving Kidess's
scholarship arrived, Heinrichs received approval from
all the Association's board members (exceptJ. Gordon
Boutagy) to replace Kidess temporarily with his own
brother, Conrad Heinrichs.? (This would later be used
nefariously to accuse Heinrichs of nepotism and be
included in the list of reasons to fire him — which the
Executive Committee had no right to do anyhow.)
Later, on 6 July 1933, Heinrichs' entire family, which
had previously arrived in April for the dedication of the
new building, even hosted the senior leader’s dinner,
at which they personally bade Kidess farewell. Based

on Heinrichs' diary entries and his support of Kidess's
studies, it is fair to conclude that Heinrichs and Kidess
were comparatively close (in contrast to other Arab staff).

Kidess's departure occurred just days after the founding
of the local branch of the NSDAP in Jerusalem. Quickly
thereafter, things with the Nazis in Jerusalem heated up.
Inaletterto FrankSlack, Heinrichs pointed outthat "some
30 members of the German community ... recently joined
the Association (after many years of no contact with the
Y.M.C.AL[.])"¢This sudden nature of the Germans' affiliation
to the Association implies that the decision to join came
with an agenda, especially since the Paldstinadeutsche
were historically comfortable (and preferred) practicing
sportin their own network of German sport clubs in the
German colonies throughout Palestine.

In his valuable book, From Desert Sands to Golden
Oranges: The History of the German Templer Settlement
of Sarona in Palestine 1871-1947 (2005), Helmut Glenk
discusses the active sporting life of the Paldistinadeutsche
after their return, in 1920, from exile and internment in
Egypt during the First World War. Glenk even identifies
how “[t]he build up to, as well as the 1936 Olympic Games
in Berlin, Germany may well have given a stimulus to"
the Hindenburg trophy.” Wawrzyn identified this sports
competition as integral to the emergence of the NSDAP
in Palestine, in 1932, and concludes her chapter on "NS
Groups and Events" by recounting the August193y edition
of the competition, during which “[t]he Hitler salute
was given with raised arms."™ It is worth noting that
these were public events at which even the British police
competed, so these Nazi displays in Palestine were much
more publicinitially than even the Party in Germany
allowed them laterto be.™

|

As Heinrichs looked over details of the dedication of the new Jerusalem YMCA with Lord Allenby,

Source: University of Minnesota
Libraries’ Department of
Archivesand Special Collections,
Kautz Family YMCA Archives,
Records of YMCA International
Workin Palestineand Israel.

in April 1933, dark forces penetrated Jerusalem from Germany as Nazis finalised the formation of

an NSDAP Ortsgruppein the Holy City, in June of the same year.
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Heinrichs had fled to the US about five months (in March,
1934) before the third edition of this sports competition
to fight to keep his job. Kidess met with Heinrichs just
two weeks after Heinrichs' Nazi-induced return to the
US. Heinrichs recorded in his diary how the men met
for breakfastin Springfield and, "had a very interesting
discussion on [the]Jerusalem situation. I went back to the
YMCAandsat...foran hour, and talked of ... Kidess' thesis,
and the [Jerusalem] staff.” 3 Their correspondence would
continue as late as November1934, when Kidess informed
Heinrichs of developments in Jerusalem by letter.™ Kidess
was among three individuals from Jerusalem who
raised the alert to Heinrichs in correspondence that the
Association’s staff who had supported him (against
the Nazis) were being fired. Clearly, Kidess maintained
correspondence from the US with Jerusalem colleagues
and had received information about how things were
unfolding with the NSDAP after Heinrichs had fled.
Suddenly, in1935, Kidess was recalled to Jerusalem, under
unclear circumstances, whence he became the director
of the Physical Department, remaining in the post until
1947. Within ayear of his return to Jerusalem, a Palestinian
delegation to the Berlin Games had been decided. As my
previous article has shown, Kidess appears to have led
this entire effort.

There is no evidence yet found to suggest that Kidess
had advance notice of the Nazis' intentions toward the
man who hired him. As a Mason, Kidess also would
have been considered an enemy of the Nazis. But Kidess
knew, concurrently, of Nazi actions against Heinrichs
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(and presumably Masons, too). This makes his decision
to participate in Berlin, especially after an extended
period of exposure to the boycott debate in the US,
peculiar. One can imagine a range of reasons for his trip
to Berlin, from anti-Nazi Masonic agent for the British to
anti-Zionist civilian sport leader for the Arab sport cause.

Kidess lived in Palestine at a time when many of its
inhabitants were sympathetic to the rise of Hitler. Many,
especiallyin certain Christian circles, considered the Third
Reich as a potential ally in their conflict with Zionism.
If an Arab Palestinian delegation, possibly comprising
NSDAP-affiliated Paldstinadeutsche, attended the Berlin
Games in any capacity, this is historically significant.
Therefore, it is reasonable to question why someone,
seemingly as principled as Kidess, would go to Berlin
atall and, for decades after the war, have the audacity
to allow the story's promotion, once the crimes of the
Nazis were well known. To be frank, it also calls into
question the rationale of Springfield College in allowing
such promotion, and renders extremely suspicious the
editorial choice, after the 1972 Munich Massacre of Israeli
Olympic delegation members, to use “Middle East" in
lieu of “Palestine" when describing Kidess's Olympic
affiliation. This diction was chosen for a speech written
for the bestowal of a distinguished service award to
Kidess, which he received in1979.

Kidess is the only Mandate-era Palestinian whom
I was able to identify, in archival records, as attending
the Berlin Games as a member of this alleged
Palestinian Olympic delegation. From time to time, |
wonder whether Kidess's story is simply one of self-
aggrandisement: Other than the Filastin article that
reported the delegation’s return,” | have not found
contemporaneous primary archival evidence that
corroborates Kidess's claim that Palestine was, in
fact, atthe Games in an official Olympic capacity. But |
did find documents that suggest there is a thread of
truth to Kidess's assertion—perhaps a quasi-official
participation through a third channel. Three of these
documents are of note, and | discuss them in the next
section ofthis article.

In addition, while | was still working in Qatar
and seeking assistance on The File from an eminent
Palestinian sociologist, | was made aware of the
existence of a photo album of a Palestinian delegation
to the Berlin Games. The sociologist conveyed to me
his understanding that the delegation was a tourist
endeavour. | was notso sure, especially after that letter |
received from the lawyer.

After publishing The File, | finally reached out to that
scholarand asked him to put me in touch with the person
who has custody of the album. I was able to learn that
it belonged to another member of the delegation who
had joined Kidess. The other delegation member's family
ended up in the American Midwest after the war, as did



many Palestinian Christians. The photo album includes
dozens of photographs and other primary documents
of historical value. We now know the names of five
delegation members, but | agreed with the individual
who holds the album that | will not disclose more details
inthis article. Suffice it to say, since my last article we have
much more information about this delegation.

The archival evidence of note: Lewald’s letter

The first document of note is a correspondence (No.
0K.2373/34 L/M) that is contemporaneous to the
recognition of the POC. Sent by Theodor Lewald to
General Consul Wolff in Jerusalem (on the same day that
the Organising Committee mailed its invitation, No.
0K.2374/34 LIM, to the Palestine Olympic Committee), the
letter stated:
At its meeting in Athens on May 17", the International
Olympic Committee decided to recognize the
National Olympic Committee of Palestine after the
conditions set, namely the participation of Muslims
and Christians and the approval of the mandate
government, had been satisfactorily met. A letter
was presented from a Mr. Mustakim from Jaffa,
who was elected vice-president of the committee,
as well as a letter from the Y.M.C.A., which also
promised to be involved. The present English
member Lord Aberdare stated from a letter from the
Secretary of State of the English Colonial Office that
the latter agreed with the recognition.™

Thus far, this is the only Olympic document that | found
that supports the theory that the Nazi agitation against
Heinrichs at the Jerusalem YMCA was coordinated with
those inside the Association, linked to the Olympic file,
and served as a pathway for a Palestinian delegation to
the Berlin Games. It also suggests that the Zionist effort
was above board. The British (in Jerusalem and London)
were aware of the Zionists' efforts, and these efforts were
not the great secret or chicanery that some might claim
them, today, to have been. Lewald’s letter also suggests
thatthe continuation of Heinrichs at the Jerusalem YMC(A
most certainly would have led to the Arabs' inclusion
in the governance structure, and, in turn, this might
explain the reluctance of some to scrutinise or discuss
this file, especially as it relates to Kidess, the Berlin
Games, and the Arabs' failure to obtain recognition from
the 10C. Basically, the Arab camp appears to have made
a fateful strategic error when it backed the Nazi position
in the Jerusalem YMCA and abandoned Heinrichs — the
man they had hired to deliver the Olympic affiliation.

| could not find the original YMCA letter that Lewald
referenced. Ifit was a letter that Heinrichs signed before
he left, this would only reinforce the debacle that his
ouster created for the legitimate Arab position at the
table of Olympic governance. Itis also not clear whether
the YMCA letter went only to the Organising Committee
in Berlin, or also to the 10C. The 10('s recognition letter,
sent to Kisch, only referenced Mustakim's letter (which
the Zionists had forwarded to Switzerland) and made no
mention of the YMCA. In addition, Kisch had complained
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First page of
Theodor Lewald's
letter identifying
that the Jerusalem
YMCA would be
involved with the
Palestine Olympic
Committee and,
presumably, the
Berlin Organising
Committee, 1934.
Source: Sport1928t01939, Israel

State Archives (Jerusalem, Israel)
67.113-1530, 526/15-n.
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An den deutschen Ganeralkonsul
gerrn Dr. W o 1T ¢ :

Joruseleon/Paliating

Sehr vershrter Herr Generalkonsul,

das Internsticnale Olymplache XKomitee bzt
in geiner Tagung in Athen am 19.Moi d.J.beschlozeen, dasn
Nationala Olyepiache Konitee Palstinas snzuerkennen, nach-
dep die gestellten Sedingungan,; nimlich Mitwirkung von
Moslema und Christen nnd Zustimmung doxr Mandatsregismmg,
befriadigond oxrfiillt sind. Es warde sin Exief eines Herrm
Hustekis aus Jaffa vorgelegt, dor zum Vigoprlecidonten deo
gormitees gewikhit ist, fernor ein Scaralven der Y.U.C.A., wo=-

. nach sach diesse dnve Mitwirkung verepriocht. Daes anwesende

englieche Eitglied Lord Abexdere toilio ang einem Schreiben
des Staztsgekrotirs dos englischen Xolonialamtis mit, dass
dieses mit Qer Anerkennung esinverstanden sei.

Demgeniiss babe ich jetat pn das Nationale
Olympische Xomitee Palfstinas in Tel-Aviv die offizielle Bin-
ledung gur Teilnphme an dén Olympiscken Spielen 1836 in Berlin
wid an den Winterapislen in Carmisch~Partenkirchen arxgehen
lassen. Ich wiirde s fir erwiinscht halten, dass das Olympigohe
Kositeo Paléistines die Einladungen alsbald annimet, de hier-
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specifically about the Jerusalem YMCA as an obstacle to
sport cooperation in a letterto I0C President Count Henry
Baillet-Latour.®® Mustakim, who was Muslim, was not on
the board of the Jerusalem YM(CA and notin a position to
speak on the Association's behalf. Thus, it seems that the
YMCA letter was sent to Germany but not to Switzerland,
thereby reinforcing the theory that the Arabs established
a backchannel to the Organising Committee in Berlin.
Obviously, the Ortsgruppe thatinfiltrated the Jerusalem
YMCAis the most likely key to the backchannel.

The evidence gathered to date strongly supports the
theory of a backchannel. It is important to highlight
that, by the time the Great Arab Revolt erupted in April
1936, Mustakim was increasingly unpopularin some
Palestinian circles, and the Arab nationalists aligned
with (or afraid of) the Grand Mufti would likely have
been avoiding the Arab vice president of the POC. Kheir
Eldin AbulJubein, who wrote the laudatory article about
Kidess in Al Difa newspaper (discussed in my last article),
eventually recounted in his memoirs (in 2002) how

durol
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Mustakim was one of many Jaffa-based members of the
political opposition to the Grand Mufti who enhanced
his personal security to prevent assassination.” Abul
Jubein also helped reconstitute the APSF with both Spiro
and Attallah Kidess, so Abul Jubein was in a position
to remember well the intra-Arab sport politics of the
period. His work with the Kidess brothers suggests that
the Kidesses did harbour anti-Zionist sentiments that
found expression in sport organising, despite Attallah's
also holding a senior leader role at the Jerusalem YMC(A,
where this type of expression was not allowed.

Abul Jubein is an important sport colleague of Kidess
to reference, because he was also an early member of
Al Najjadeh, the paramilitary resistance organisation
of Palestine, which was founded in early 1945 from
the Islamic Sports Club in Jaffa, shortly after the
reconstitution of the APSF.?° This club had also provided
players for the 1931 Arab Palestinian national football
team, of which (as we have already seen) Attallah
Kidess was a member. On the occasion of the founding
of Al Najjadeh, Ahmed Al Shukeiri, who eventually
served as the Palestine Liberation Organization’s first
chairman (before Yasser Arafat cemented control),
delivered a speech on the Al Bassa sport field of Jaffa.
Although it is not known whether either of the Kidess
brothers attended this event, | draw attention to it
to underscore just how politicised (and militarised)
the Arab Palestinian sport camp had become by 1945.
Indeed, these paramilitary developments might have
been a factor in Kidess's 1947 decision to leave Palestine,
especially in light of the fact that many Palestinians
mourned the defeat of Germany, and the neighbouring
Arab states were unable to prevent the United Nations'
recommendation to partition the country. This
recommendation allotted — controversially — Kidess's
ancestral coastal city of “primarily-Arab" Jaffa to the
Jewish state.

The archival evidence of note: Hartman's letter

The second document of note is a letter from Paul
Hartman (the man who replaced Kidess), dated 20
January 1947, to Harold T. Friermood in New York (a
member of the United States Olympic Committee, 1944—
1985).2This correspondence references conversations, in
1947, about the Berlin delegation, and Kidess's attempts
to leave Palestine. As noted in my previous article,
Friermood was the interlocutor between Avery Brundage
and Hartman on the Palestine situation. Hartman
had come to Jerusalem to replace Kidess, who had
announced his plans to leave. From Hartman's letter,
we learn that, in 1947, Kidess was preparing to leave for
the US, perhaps by April: "Kidess is still here and the only
possibility of his leaving before about April is tied up with
Australian connections. They seem to be interested in
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him for some special work before he goes to the U.S. but
with the speed that events take place out here, | doubt
if it will materialize."2Kidess's connections to Australia
are not clear, but they are curious: Paldstinadeutsche
who had a family member associated with the NSDAP
in Palestine were sent to Australia in a transport during
the war. The advance toward Palestine of Field Marshal
Erwin Rommel's Afrika Korps triggered the first major
transport of more than 600 Paldstinadeutsche to the
island-continent's internment camps atTatura, because
the British were concerned about the possibility of a fifth
column.

After the 1948-149 Arab-Israeli War, Australia was
also where J. Gordon Boutagy settled. Boutagy was a
member of the Jerusalem YM(A's executive committee
and Heinrichs' chief antagonist. Nicholas Lattof, the
Association's assistant secretary-general, pointed the
finger squarely at Boutagy and Boulos Said for Heinrichs'
ouster (in a letter to Heinrichs, which seems not to have
survived). Lattof accused them of colluding to keep

Farewell dinner for Lee M. Terrill, the associate secretary-general of

the Jerusalem YMCA in1943. Kidess is seated front, inside right table.
Kidess would later miss a scheduled meeting with Terrill in New York,
causing YMCA officials in New York to question Kidess's attitude.

Left: First day cover sent from the Benghazi field office with a Jewish
National Fund commemorative stamp of Frederick Kisch, chief engineer
of the Allied Eighth Army and president of the Palestine Olympic
Committee, 1944. Kisch died on April 7, 1943 in the Battle of Wadi Akarit.

Source: Private collection of San Charles Haddad. Crown Copyright expired. Stamp image sources an original
INFIKKL portrait of Kisch.

Heinrichs' fate out ofthe wider board meeting.?¢ He tried
in vain to convince Heinrichs that he did not collude in
his ouster, and regretted their split late into his life. The
decision of the Association’s Executive Committee to ask
Heinrichs to resign was a shock — even to YM(A leaders in
the US — and provoked an investigation covered in the
international press. Heinrichs' ouster occurred only three
weeks before the recognition of the POC by the 10C. Diary
accounts suggest Heinrichs' stand against the Nazis, and
his accommodation of Jews at the Association, especially
incensed Boutagy. Upon discovering from Lattof that his
fate had been only in the hands of Boutagy, one of the
Jamal brothers, Dr. Tawfik Canaan, and Said, Heinrichs
recorded in his diary that he was done for.

Curiously, the only Palestinian surname associated
with the Jerusalem YMCA board that actually shows
up in NSDAP records from Palestine (that | reviewed) is
"Boutagy". One family member in Haifa is identified as
moving Nazi propaganda across the border with Syria
(now Lebanon) on behalf of the Party, but there is no
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evidence that this was J. Gordon Boutagy himself (who
was from Haifa, but also lived in Jerusalem because
of his business).” However, the Boutagys did import
radios to Palestine and might have been the conduit
for Germany's shortwave radios — Volksempféinger -
which allowed Palestinians to receive news directly from
the airwaves of the Third Reich and were eventually all
impounded by the British.

In later life, Boutagy served as an Anglican minister.
In this role, the Anglican Church, whose Archbishop in
Jerusalem was one of Heinrichs' strongest supportersin
the Volkischer Beobachter affair, barred Boutagy from
using his position as a clergyman for political purposes,
especially in relation to Israel and Palestine.?® After the
Black September attack at the Munich Games, Boutagy
also provided an interview to the Australian press.
Although he deplored the action of Black September,
he was also quoted as saying, "Why should Arabs suffer
for the crimes of the [Nazi] Germans."* Despite the fact
that Boutagy eventually became an Anglican minister, in
1934 (when Heinrichs consulted the Anglican Bishop of
Jerusalem and obtained his backing in the battle against
ordering the Volkischer Beobachter), it was Boutagy,
according to Heinrichs' diary entries, who most vocally
protested the bishop's involvement: Heinrichs wrote
that Boutagy "thought | had embarrassed the case in
favor of the Jews,""3° meaning that the Nazi newspaper
was less likely to be ordered because Heinrichs had
involved the Anglican bishop. In a critical meeting
of the board during the newspaper incident, it was
Boutagy who forced Heinrichs to reveal his confidential
correspondence to Bayard Dodge in Beirut, the contents
of which none of the other board members found
problematic. In his diary, Heinrichs characterised
Boutagy's conductin the meeting as "wild".>

Returning to Hartman's correspondence, it reinforces
the impression that, by early 1947, Kidess was making
plans to leave Palestine, possibly exploring more than
one option as to where he might establish himselfin
the event of Arab Palestine's collapse. By this time, the
political situation in Palestine was very unstable. The
previous summer, the King David Hotel, located across
the street from the Jerusalem YMCA, was bombed by
Lehi, an extreme Zionist faction. The attack killed several
of the Association's board, staff, and members. Four
months prior, the Hagannah had also assassinated
Gotthilf Wagner (NSDAP No. 7024779) in his car near
the German colony Sarona, close to Jaffa. | have not
uncovered evidence that Kidess was connected to
Wagner: I mention Wagner's assassination only because,
atthetime, itwas big news and hit close to home (Kidess
also being from Jaffa).

In her research on the assassination, Wawrzyn notes
thatthe Zionists had learned that Wagner was the person
Germany had named to assume the role of Gauleiter,
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in the event that the Nazis had made it to Palestine
during the war.3 This means that Wagner would have
been in charge of Palestine (similar to the way that
Reinhard Heydrich was in charge of (zechoslovakia)
and central to implementing the Final Solution in the
territory, as might have Waldemar Fast, the Jerusalemite
most likely responsible for preparing the travel of the
Palestinian delegation to Berlin: "His German Travel
Office, located at the Fast Hotel, was responsible for
providing ‘all particulars' regarding the Berlin Games
for those interested in traveling to see them."3 In 2006,
Anna Rohrer, one of the Paldstinadeutsche deported (as
a child) to Australia, in 1941, remembered Fast as “Von
Papen's ambassador"” in Turkey, who facilitated the
prisoner exchange between Jews (from concentration
camps in Europe) and Germans (interned in Palestine).
After the Second World War, the Jewish Agency (which
would also be bombed in Jerusalem’s civil war) seems
to have been well aware of Fast's alleged senior status in
the SS, vaguely stating, immediately after the war's end,
In the disturbances 0f1936-1939 their sympathies were
avowedly with the terrorist bands and their supreme
leader, Amin Al Husseini. German settlements were
known to be harboring terrorists and assisting them
with information, shelter and technical means.
German workshops were used for the manufacture of
land mines and other means of destruction and for
the instruction of Arab terrorists in their handling. At
the outbreak of the war some of the younger members
of this colony left Palestine in time to join the German
army. Some were subsequently sent back to Palestine
as spies or agents. One Palestinian German is reported
to have achieved great notoriety as a principal
commissioner in charge of the extermination of Jews;
he showed a thorough knowledge of Palestinian-
Jewish affairs and even boasted knowledge of
Hebrew.?

Thus, by 1946, some Zionists had decided to take out
people they considered affiliated with the Nazis, as
well as those they deemed to be standing in the way
of their declaration of a Jewish State. Such boldness
would probably have unnerved anyone who had a link
to the Palestinian delegation that went to the Berlin
Games, even if the delegation’s intentions had been
innocent. After all, at the height of the Nazi agitation
atthe Jerusalem YMCA, amply covered in the local and
international press at the time2® Heinrichs had made
it clear that the Association building was full of spies,
including Nazi agents.¥ So, the Zionists were probably
well aware that a YMCA delegation reached out to
Berlin shortly thereafter, but it was probably not clear
in exactly what capacity (unless the Zionists themselves
sent it, which seems to me highly unlikely). Because
Hartman's 1947 letter also suggests that, 11years later, the



The aftermath of the bombing of the King David Hotel by the extreme
Zionist faction Lehi. The bombing killed several Jerusalem YMCA board

staff and other Association members, 1946.

Middle: Damage to the Jerusalem YMCA from the bombing of the King
David Hotel. The bombing most certainly would have unnerved Kidess

and all who were touched so closely by it.

Below: The bombing of the Ben Yehuda business district by Arab
extremists in 1948, considered retaliation for the attack on the King
David Hotel.

Sources: Top: G. Ericand Edith Matson Photograph Collection, Library of Congress Prints and Photographs
Division Washington, D.C. Digital ID matpc12970 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/matpc.12970. Center and bottom:

PHG\1075989 and PHG\1073337 (respectively), reproduced with permission of the Central Zionist Archives.
Photographers: Unknown. Originals held at the Central Zionist Archives 75989 and 73337.

delegation was not a secret, it is no surprise that, after
the Wagner assassination and bombing of the King David
Hotel, Kidess began looking for a way to leave Palestine.
It is a well-documented fact that a general sense of
fear gripped Jerusalem in those days, and anyone who
experienced the bombing of the King David Hotel on
such a personal level, as did Kidess, would have been
deeply shaken, even without a connection to the Berlin
Games.

Hartman's 1947 letter also lamented the shortcomings
ofthe Arab attitude toward sport, just as Lattof had done
17 years earlier. Hartman wrote, "I find members over
here prone to put their athletic activity in a secondary
position to many other forms of leisure time activity
such as having a cup of coffee for an hour."3® Writing
the letter over a period of days, he continued his second
page on 23 January, expressing hope that a trip to the
1948 Olympics would materialise and stating, "l think it
should be possible as Kidess went with a group in 1936
and they are still talking about it."3 This letter proves
that, during the ten-month period in Jerusalem when
Hartman worked with Kidess, Palestinians were still
discussing (publicly or privately) their delegation to
Berlin and, it appears, trying to find a pathway to the
1948 Games in London. Despite attending the Games in
1936, Kidess seems not to have desired to stick around
and partake in another Olympic effort.

We now know that there should have been no official
Palestinian delegation in Berlin. My first article for JOH
outlined the complex nature of the Olympic negotiations
surrounding the creation of the Palestine Olympic
Association, and its recognition within the context of
the boycott effort. Eventually, that Olympic Committee —
recognised by the 10C on 16 May 1934 through necessity
and not chicanery — boycotted the Games. Therefore,
Hartman's letter and the context in which he wrote
it support Kidess's claim that some type of “Olympic”
delegation - not just a trip among friends - originated
inthe Jerusalem YMCA after the Nazis ousted Heinrichs.
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The "0lympic Tent"”
was not located on
thesite of the Berlin
Olympic Stadium,
but a few kilometres
away near the
Heerstrasse
commuter train
station.

Source: private collection of
Dr. Christian Kunz.
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The archival evidence of note:
the 1954 Springfield Union article

The third document of note captures the only published
words directly attributable to Kidess, in the form of
a direct quotation, about his presence in Berlin. It
addresses the delegation's accommodations and their
participation in sport events. These remarks provide
further clues as to how the Palestinians might have
gotten to the Games in what they perceived to be (or
Kidess later allowed to be pitched as) an official capacity.

In August 1954, Dr. Ellis Champlin, the physical
education director at Springfield College, spoke at a
panel discussion where he discussed international
understanding. Kidess joined him. The Springfield Union
newspaper reported an apparentvolte-face from Kidess's
enthusiastic "0Olympic” days in Palestine, writing:
"Serious misgivings about the international value of the
[Olympic] games were expressed both by Dr. Champlin
and by Attalah [sic] Kidess, tennis coach at the college and
one-time soccer player on the team representing Egyptin
the 1936 Olympics at Berlin, Germany."* It is not known
if the reference to Egyptis an editorial error or purposeful
inconsistency, but Kidess was certainly not a part of the
Egyptian football team in Berlin. Egypt was the only Arab
team to play in the Olympic football competition, and its
official roster and photos do notinclude Kidess.*

More important, the Springfield Union reported that,
"Kidess told the group of more than 50 persons present
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that he found little if any opportunity to fraternise with
the athletes of other nations in the 1936 Olympics. ‘They
placed us in separate villages,' he said, ‘and the only
time we met was on the field of competition.'"* The
paper continued, "In an athletic event between Middle
Eastern nations later, Kidess said that the athletes were
all housed in the same quarters and it gave them an
opportunity to talk and understand one another better.
'l learned a great deal about the other countires [sic]
atthat meet,’ he said. 'It's an experience | will always
remember.'"

Here we have Kidess claiming that he was actually
housed in one of the several villages that were
established, although it is highly unlikely that it was
the official Olympic Village, which was built too small
to house even the official Olympic delegations. Other
camps included those for students, the Hitler Youth, and
other sports in the official programme of competition.
The question is, which one did the Palestinians stay
in? In addition, this quotation clearly indicates that
Kidess actually participated in a sports event, although
it was almost certainly outside the official programme
of the Olympic Games. The event might have been an
unofficial football tournament at the conclusion of the
FIFA Congress in Berlin, which had been organised by
Dr. Ivo Schricker, FIFA's secretary-general, and held on
the sidelines of the Games from 13 to 14 August.* This
prospect would certainly strengthen the argument that
the Arab Palestinians were present in Berlin to attempt to
build their relations with, or affiliate to, FIFA.

I am more interested in the issue of the accommo-
dations, because these illuminate a possible pathway
to the Games. The early nature of Nazi agitation among
the German colonies of Palestine (and at the Jerusalem
YMCA) is startling, given how far away Palestine was
from Hitler's concerns at home. But this occurred
simultaneously with comparable agitation in Germany,
especially within the German YM(CA Movement. It could
be thatthe Palestinian delegation participated in a sport
event organised by the German YMCA Movement.

Tomas Tlusty (2018) states, “In April 1933, the newly
appointed Reichssportkommissar (German Reich Sports
Commissioner) set out to unify all physical education
associations ... Young men under the age of 18 with a
desire to do sport had no other option than to join the
Hitler Youth."* When the German YMCA Movement
criticised the move, it led to the Movement's sport
movement, the Eichenkreuz (Oak Cross) being banned in
1934.4

Nevertheless, Tlusty points out that the German YMCA
remained involved in sport, even on the occasion of
the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games.* Tlusty alludes to the
German government having wanted the Americans to
attend and not boycott; because the American YMCA
Movement could influence the American Olympic



Committee, the German YMCA had a role to play in
stopping the boycott.:® After the Americans decided
to participate, the German "YMCA was subsequently
allowed to erect its tent in the Olympic grounds and
it was given permission to organise its own mass
sporting event."* It is perhaps this competition in
which Kidess participated. If so, he is certainly not the
"Olympic athlete” he was claimed to be, in 1961, in the
The Springfield Sunday Republican. 1t also raises more
questions about Kidess's ability, at that stage of his life,
to resist the various pernicious methods used by the
Nazis to penetrate almost every aspect of German life.

Arnold Dannenmann, who was a leaderin the German
YMCA Movement, was central to the dialogue about
erecting the YM(A tent at the Berlin Games. In 1934, he
also became a member of the World Alliance of YM(As,
whose secretary-general in Geneva was Walter Gethman.
Gethman had attended the dedication of the Jerusalem
YMCA in April 1933, where he discussed, with Heinrichs,
John Mott, and Frederick Ramsey, the Jerusalem
Association’'s joining the World Alliance. This affiliation
never materialised because of Heinrichs' ouster, and
by March 1934, Heinrichs fled to the United States.
Heinrichs was subsequently fired — unconstitutionally
- in the summer of 1934 in the executive committee
meeting orchestrated by Boutagy and Said, in timing
that aligns curiously with other major moves in Germany
emanating in the German Christians movement and
Gleichschaltung, the process of the complete Nazification
of Germany.

Dannenmann is somewhat controversial, because
there is no proofthat he resisted the Nazification ofyouth
from the German YMCA Movement into National Socialist
structures. To the contrary, the Christian movement
with which Dannenmann was personally affiliated was
avowedly pro-Nazi. Whereas Dannenmann remained in
the German YMCA Movement after the war, opponents
of the German Christians in the Confessing Church were
severely persecuted, one of the most prominent being
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was murdered by hanging in
Flossenbiirg concentration camp just two weeks before
his camp was liberated by American troops.

It is possible that the pathway to Berlin for the
delegation from Palestine went through this German
YMCA channel, although the evidence remains
inconclusive. If it did, the claim cannot be made that
this was an innocent gathering of Christians through
the global YMCA Movement, given how Gleichschaltung
played out in the German YMCA. As | prepared this
article, ISOH member Dr. Kunz generously shared a folio
of related material with JOH Editor Volker Kluge. This
included pamphlets describing the YMCA presence and
routines at the Games, or its Evangelium Olympiade
(Olympiad Gospel). Although his documents were
inconclusive on the matter of Palestine, the pamphlet
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Evangelical Meetings and Assemblies during the Olympic Games

included a large photo of the Olympia Zelt (OlympicTent)
that was the central feature of the YM(A's footprint on
the Olympic landscape. The document was printed
using Fraktur, the Gothic font now commonly associated
with Nazi propaganda. Evening assemblies were held
each day at 8 pm and, during the second week, these
took on "the character of a ‘Week of Nations.'" There
was also an official welcome event for YMCA members
visiting the Games on August 3. Such events might have
given the Palestinians a sense of a quasi-official status.
Unfortunately for them, these "Christian" events can,
today, no longer be considered adequate cover for the
pernicious Nazi agenda within the church (even if the
Palestinians were, perhaps wilfully, ignorant of what
was transpiring in this regard). In the case of Kidess,
given his personal awareness of what the Nazis had
done to his boss in Palestine — the man who effectively
gave him his career — it is fair to ask serious questions
about why he went to Berlin at all and, even after the
crimes of the Holocaust were well known, allowed the
use of his presence in Berlin by Springfield College as he
advanced in his career with the institution. Remember
that it was Kidess who pitched this Olympic experience
on his C(Vto the college.

In order to understand why an affiliation with the
Evangelium Olympiade would have been (and remains)
problematic for the Palestinian delegation, | shall
conclude with a few remarks about what was happening
within the German Protestant churches in Germany
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A programme of
YMCA events at the
Berlin Olympics,
1936.

Source: Private collection of
Dr. Christian Kunz



Flyer for the
Olympiad Gospel,
Berlin, 1936. All
events were
monitored and
documented by the
Rosenberg Ministry,
which was
responsible for the
ideological
education of the
Volksgenossen
(national comrades).

Source: Private collection of
Dr. Christian Kunz.

§
:
I
i
.
4

while the Nazis infiltrated Palestine (and other territories
around the world). These actions occurred in parallel
with, and were ultimately linked to, the same office
within the Nazi hierarchy: that of Alfred Rosenberg's
NSDAP Office of Foreign Affairs.

Rosenberg's office operated under the same
organisational structure responsible for establishing Nazi
cells overseas (including that in Jerusalem). Together,
these offices ultimately contributed to the groundwork
for the flight of senior Nazis who escaped post-war
prosecution through the ratlines. Rosenberg, considered
the Nazis' chiefracial theorist and a hater of Christianity,
was not so lucky as his colleague Josef Mengele, the
“Angel of Death at Auschwitz".

Rosenberg was captured and, as the fifth of the
Nuremburg 11 scheduled for execution, was hanged
for his "conspiracy to commit crimes against peace;
planning, initiating and waging wars of aggression;
war crimes; and crimes against humanity."”s° It's not
every day that the exploration of someone's Olympic
recognition file includes cross referencing material with
the likes of the most notorious war criminals in the
history of modern warfare.

Rosenberg's office oversaw Dannenmann's efforts
regarding the erection of the YMCA tent at the Olympic
Games. Mary M. Solberg, in 2015, included key selections
from Dannenmann's book, The History of the “German
Christian" Faith Movement (1933, under the German
title, Die Geschichte der Glaubensbewegung "Deutsche
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Christen”), in her own major English contribution
to scholarship on the subject — A Church Undone:
Documents from the German Christian Faith Movement,
1932-1934. Nothing short of the height of apologia
for Nazi racial theory and doctrine as applied to the
Protestant churches, Dannenmann's book was replete
with pro-Nazi rhetoric. On the national socialist: "Only
race creates a people! ... We modern people have far
too little faith that we will ever experience something
unbelievably great in the midst of all the important
trivia that surrounds us."* On the Law of God: “Many
speakers from the movementwere not even aware of the
religious duty they were fulfilling. The Fiihrer Adolf Hitler,
however, knew it and was utterly aware of his divine
mission."s2 On Pastor Joachim Hossenfelder (a leader
of the movement): “No one has captured the hearts of
the men of the SA and the SS like Pastor Hossenfelder.
They listen to him; they follow him; and all those in the
brown battalions, once they have heard him speak,
cannot forget this man's testimony. He is a witness sent
by God."=3 And on Ludwig Miiller, Dannenmann wrote,
"Finally, on May16, 1933, the die was cast. Ludwig Miiller,
in agreement with Pastor Hossenfelder, was given co-
leadership of the German Christian Faith Movement
as plenipotentiary of the Fiihrer and Chancellor Adolf
Hitler."s+

Clearly, no argument can be made that the YMCA
presence at the Berlin Games was devoid of Nazi
ideology, and Miiller's appointment as plenipotentiary
occurred just weeks after the dedication of the new
Jerusalem International YMCA (and only weeks before
the establishment of the Nazi cell in Jerusalem that
ousted Heinrichs). Dannenmann also became a member
ofthe World Alliance of YMCAs during the time frame that
Heinrichs was eliminated, effectively killing plans to
integrate Jerusalem into the World Alliance of YMCAs in
Geneva.

Some additional comments about Miiller are
necessary. He is a peculiar figure who was obsessed
with, among other things, the convergence of the 450
anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther and the rise of
Hitler. To him, 1933 (the year that Heinrichs was targeted)
was a year of fulfillment of prophecy and a German
awakening started by Luther and concluded by Hitler.
Miiller was integral to the creation of the Faith Move-
ment's guidelines for a new National Church, the third
article of which stated, “The National Protestant Church
is the church of German Christians, that is, of Christians
of the Aryan race. To this extent it is also bound together
with German Christians abroad. The proclamation of the
Gospel among those who are not German is the business
ofthe Department of Foreign Missions." 5

Within the broader context of the conflict between
Fascism and Bolshevism at the time, is understandable
that some Arab Palestinians might have been drawn



to the Nazi efforts to co-opt the church. The conflict
between Fascism and Bolshevism also played out in
the heated fervour that characterised the constitutional
crisis among the membership of the Jerusalem YMCA.
Heinrichs recorded numerous conflicts not just with
fascists, but with a group of Bolshevik agitators led by
Issa Hazon, who he named "the irreconcilables" in the
constitutional debate. Within this context, Palestinian
Christian members of the Association who were anti-
Bolshevik (rather than anti-Zionist) might have been
drawn to Nazism and Hitler as they were duped into
believing that Nazism (and the likes of Rosenberg) was
not overtly anti-Christian. After all, Dannenmann,
organiser of the YMC(A tent at the Berlin Games, was
himself a pastor and went to great effort to justify Hitler
in his book, thereby reinforcing the Christian duty and
logicin supporting the National Socialist Movement as
avanguard against Bolshevism. Quoting Hitler directly,
Dannenmann wrote:
Only a dullard could imagine that, for example, the
triumph of Bolshevism would have no impact on
the Catholic or the Protestant church and thus would
not disturb or hinder bishops or superintendents in
carrying on their work. The claim that such dangers
have been overcome because of the activities of the
churches alone is unsustainable and is not supported
by reality! Neither the Catholic, nor the Protestant, nor
the Russian-united church has been or would be able
to put a stop to Bolshevism.>

Facing a conflict with Zionism as nationalists and
Bolshevik secularism as men of faith, it is not hard
to understand why some Palestinian Arab Christians
might have been drawn to Nazi ideology as a potential
saviour, especially when co-religionists among the
Paldstinadeutsche were actively promoting the New
Germany from their colonies around Palestine. Although
the co-opting of the German colonies took place
primarily while Kidess was away at Springfield College,
upon his return, the Nazi presence in Palestine was well
established and above-board, even if its intentions
and policy (as they related to the Third Reich’s foreign
interests) were secret.

The unapologetic presence of Nazism in Palestine,
and the Nazis' open use of sport in competitions like
the Hindenburg trophy, at which official British teams
even competed, probably helped normalise relations
between the pro-Nazi Paldstinadeutsche and many in
the wider membership at the Jerusalem YMCA, despite
their active politicisation of Association affairs. By 1936,
despite what happened to Heinrichs, Attallah Alexander
“"Ted" Kidess might not have felt that his boss's ouster
was that much of a problem, or that going to Berlin
with a group of friends — even as tourists — was a moral
transgression.

Conclusion

Heinrichs' departure from Jerusalem appears to have
been coordinated by the entire Jerusalem Ortsgruppe
of Nazis with members inside the YMCA. The Ortsgruppe
suddenlysigned up as one group, afterthe establishment
of the NSDAP's Jerusalem cell in July 1933, to be members
of the YMCA (despite the presence of a German sports
club just down the road). Immediately after the arrival
in Jerusalem of the paid Nazi agent from Goebbels's
propaganda ministry (Dr. Iven), in November 1933, the
Ortsgruppe seems to have coordinated its efforts with
YMCA members sympathetic to Nazism. Kidess was away
at Springfield College while this transpired, but he was
aware of its details through Heinrichs, with whom he met
in the US. This raises questions about how much Kidess
might have been playing multiple sides.

Heinrichs' ouster was achieved in a secret meeting
convened by the Arab members of the board’s Executive
Committee, in which they had a quorum, but which was
nonetheless unconstitutional and outside the context
of the entire board. Heinrichs' ouster would have been
prevented by the full board, which comprised many
foreigners capable of curbing the Arab nationalism
(and anti-Zionism) often exhibited in board meetings
and influencing the Arab members in a constructive
way. Apparently preferring to sweep the whole affair
under the rug, the International Committee of YMCAs (IC/
YMCA) backed, and then whitewashed, the decision to
remove Heinrichs (paying him a hefty sum equivalent to
USD189,000 for breaking contract).

The convergence of Nazism, the Berlin Olympics, and
the influx of massive Jewish immigration to Palestine
from 1933 onwards sealed Heinrichs' fate. After eight
months ofwork (in1932) and just three months before the
new building's dedication (in April 1933), Heinrichs felt
compelled to write a letter to Wilbert Smith, who handled
the Palestine file for the IC/YMCA in New York. Heinrichs
told Smith of his difficulties and that, “[t]o coordinate
the activities of the staff comprising, Palestinians,
Syrians, Turks, Armenians, Russians, Germans, English,
Americans, Scotch, Kurds, and Jews, makes the situation
very comparable to August1914."5 Heinrichs recorded in
his diary how Emmanuel Mohl, a key Jewish interlocutor
for Heinrichs with the Va'ad Leumi (Jewish National
Council), advised him to stay the course: “Participate
in any way possible, and make the YMCA the common
meeting ground of all communities. The separatistideal
isimpossible and creates friction and trouble and riots."*®
But this advice seems not to have been sufficient to quell
the politically turbulent sport environment of Jerusalem
inthe lead up to the 1936 Olympics, and itis highly likely
thatthe Palestinians maintained their separatist positions
when they refused cooperation with the Jewish sport
movementin1933 and formed their own delegation. =
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485. | Hicham El Guerrouj | Morocco

The Moroccan runner Hicham El Guerrouj trained at the national sports
institute in Rabat. He achieved his firstinternational success at the age of18,
taking third place in the 5,000 m race at the Junior World Championships.
El Guerrouj took partin three Olympic Games. In an unfortunate debutin
Atlanta 1996, he ran in a promising position in the 1,500 m final behind
world record holder Noureddine Morceli until, 430 m from the finish, he
collided with the Algerian, fell, and finished last.

Between Atlanta and Sydney, El Guerrouj won 45 of 4.6 races over 1,500 m
and a mile. In 1998 and 1999, he set three world records (previously held
by Morceli) which are still valid today: 1,500 m 3:26.00, mile: 3:43.13, and
2,000 m 4:44.79. Butin the Olympic1,500 mfinal in Sydney, Noah Ngeny from
Kenya surprisingly beat him. El Guerrouj won silver.

El Guerrouj first became world 1,500 m champion in 1997, and repeated the
featin1999, 2001, and 2003. But just before the 2004 Olympics, he lost two
races —including the 1,500 m to the Kenyan Bernard Lagat at the Weltklasse
Ziirich. In Athens, however, El Guerrouj managed to turn the tables, beating
Lagat over1,500 m. Four days later, he beat the Ethiopian Kenenisa Bekeleto
to win the 5,000 m final, becoming the only man to emulate the legendary
Paavo Nurmi's double win - albeitthe "Flying Finn" managed his1924 double
in Paris within the space of a mere hour.

Two days later, El Guerrouj was elected to the I0CAthletes' Commission with
the third-most votes (1,260), with an eight-year 10C mandate.

El Guerrouj continued to compete until injury and infection prevented
him taking part in the 2005 World Championships and he announced his
retirement on 22 May 2006. He has been the recipient of many honours and
awards in recognition of his contribution to sport, and is currently a UNICEF
Goodwill Ambassador and an Ambassador for Peace and Sport (a Monaco-
based international organisation). His initiative, in collaboration with the
International Athletics Foundation (IAF), raised over half a million US dollars in
2020 to support athletes suffering from the COVID-19 pandemic. (Vk)
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4,86. | Dr. Rania Amr Mostafa Elwani | Egypt

Rania Elwani is Egypt's most successful female athlete. From 1992 to 2000,
she took part in three Olympic Games as a swimmer. She achieved her best
performance in Sydney, where she was sixth in the 100 m freestyle semi-
finals. As the first Egyptian, African, and Arab swimmer, she won two golds
and one silver medal at the 1997 Mediterranean Games in Bari. She won
anothersilver atthe All-Arab Games that year.

With a sports scholarship, she graduated from Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, Texas, with a degree in biological sciences. She returned
to Egyptin 1999, where she completed her medical degree at Misr University
of Science and Technology in Cairo in 2004. Since then, she has worked as a
gynaecologist and obstetrician.

She was elected to the Egyptian Parliament, served on the board of the
renowned Ahly Sports Club for two terms, and is a member of the Champion
of Peace Club.

During the Olympic Games in Athens in 2004, she was elected to the 10C
Athletes' Commission with the fourth highest number of votes (1,186), with
an eight-year 10C mandate. At the 10C, she was a member of the Medical
Commission and in 2010 she also became a member of the Athlete Committee
of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA). (vk)

487. | Barbara Anne Kendall | New Zealand
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Atthe 1987 World Windsurfing Championships, Barbara Kendall won a bronze
medal in the Division Il category. After her brother Bruce Kendall became
Olympicchampion in1988, she gave up herjob as a dance teacher to devote
herself entirely to the sport.

In 1992, she was rewarded with an Olympic gold in the Lechner board
category — making her the first female New Zealand athlete in 40 years to win
an Olympictitle, and making her and Bruce the only New Zealand siblings to
win Olympic gold. An Olympicsilver followed in 1996 and a bronze medal in
Sydney 2000. She finished fifth in 2004, and was sixth in her fifth Olympic
participation in 2008. She was a four-time world champion - in 1987,1998,
1999, and 2002.

When Australian Olympic swimming champion Susan 0'Neill (JOH, vol. 27,
no. 12019, 69), resigned from the Athletes' Commission in 2005 (three years
before the end of her term) after the birth of her first child, the Commission
suggested that Barbara Kendall should take her place, as the next highest
vote recipient. The New Zealander was absent from the 10C Session in
Singapore because she, too, had given birth shortly before. In absentia, she
received 86 out of 93 valid votes. She was sworn inin2006 in Turin atthe only
Session she attended. Barbara Kendall was also nominated for election to
the Athletes' Commission in 2008, but only finished 1™ of 31 candidates, so
had to retire from the 10C.

However, her 10Cinvolvement did not end there. In 2011, she was again
voted in at the I0CSession in Durban as an active athlete, pursuant to bye-
law2.2.2. to Rule16 of the Olympic Charter (candidate as a former athlete). She
received 73 of 82 valid votes, making her member no. 521 of the I0C. Barbara
Kendall ended her 10C membership in 2016, and was subsequently replaced
on the Athletes' Commission by the New Zealand BMX cyclist Sarah Walker. (vi)



,88. | Francesco Ricci Bitti | Italy

The former Italian tennis player was president of the International Tennis
Federation (ITF) between 1999 and 2015 and is an ITF honorary life president. As
an athlete he was a member of the Italian National Junior Tennis team (1960).
He won the Italian University Tennis Championships (1962, 1964, and 1965) and
he was a member of the National Team Tennis Championships (1970, 1971). In
1971 he was quarter-finalistin the Italian Singles National Championship.

Additionally, he was elected as president of the Association of Summer
Olympic International Federations (ASOIF). He has been leading the
organisation since 2013 and in January 2021 he commenced his third and final
term as ASOIF president.

Currently, Francesco Ricci Bitti is a member of the 10C Coordination
Commissions for Tokyo 2020 and Paris 2024, and a board member ofthe Italian
National Olympic Committee (CONI), the International Testing Agency (ITA),
and SportAccord, where he served as president from 2015 to 2017. He is also a
member of the I0C Future Host Commission and 10C Marketing Commission.

He was awarded by CONI with the Collare d'Oro al Merito Sportivo (2016) and
Golden Star Award (1998); by ANOC with the Award for Qutstanding Lifetime
(2015), by I0C with Achievement Olympic Order award (2012). He also received
the Order to the Merit of the Italian Republic (2007), honorary life member
AELTC — Wimbledon (2006), Golden Racket Award — Italy (2001), and the Paul
Fellow Award — Rotary International (1999).

Francesco Ricci Bitti holds a PhD in Electronic Engineering from the
University of Bologna. He has been a senior executive and board member of
several leading multinational information and communication technology
companies. He served as a board director for Philips, GTE, Olivetti, Alcatel, and
Telecom lItaly.

In his career as a sports manager, he has constantly fought against doping
and forimprovement in sporting ethics. As ITF president, he spends much of
his time seeking private investment for the development of tennis worldwide.
(MNW)

4,89. | HRH Prince Tunku Imran | Malaysia

Prince Tunku Imran is @ member of the Royal family of Negeri Sembilan in
Malaysia. He had a long and impressive career as a sports administrator.
He was president of the World Squash Federation (1989-1996); president
of Olympic Council of Malaysia (1998-2018); 2nd vice-chairman (2000-
2003), 1t vice-chairman (2003—-2011), and president (2011-2015) of the
Commonwealth Games Federation; president of the Southeast Asian Games
Federation (2000-2001); president (1989-1996), emeritus president (1996—
2002), then patron of the World Squash Federation; vice-president (1993-
2004) then president of Malaysian Cricket Association (1991—201); and director
of the Organising Committee of the 1998 Commonwealth Games, hosted in
Kuala Lumpur.

As an athlete he was squash national champion (1973) and member of the
squash national team (1973—1976), and also played cricket, participating in
an international tour to Hong Kong (1971). While at university he also played
rugby, hockey, and tennis.
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490. | Nicole Hoevertsz | Aruba
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Prince Tunku Imran holds a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) from the University of
Nottingham. He belongs to Gray's Inn as a barrister-at-law. He has held
many roles within Malaysian companies, including National Corporation of
Malaysia (1971-1972); managing director at Haw Par Malaysia (1973-1976); CEO
at Antah Group of Companies (1977—2001); group chairman at Petra Group
(2007—2008); executive chairman at Syarikat Pesaka Antah (2007-present);
and at several public companies in Malaysia.

His many sports-related awards include the National Sports' Leadership
Award for1990, an international honorary doctorate from the United States
Sports Academy (2009), and an honorary doctorate from the University of
Glasgow (2014). He is honorary life president of Commonwealth Games
Federation (CGF) and honorary life president of the Southeast Asian Games
Federation (SEAGF). (MNW)

Nicole Hoevertsz is a lawyer, an athlete, and a sports manager. Her life
story reflects the reality of women who constantly struggle in the world of
sports in South America and in the Caribbean, whether as athletes or sports
administrators.

As a synchronised swimmer she won several Aruban and Antillean
championships between 1973 and 1984. In 1984 she represented the
Netherlands Antilles in the women's duet at the Los Angeles Games, where
synchronised swimming (now artistic swimming) officially became an
Olympicsport.

At the 1988 Olympics in Seoul, she was the coach of Aruba's solo and duet
teams. Thiswas Aruba's first presentation as a team, after the island separated
from the Netherlands Antilles on 1January 1986 to become an autonomous
dependency of the Kingdom ofthe Netherlands.

Hoevertsz studied law at Colegio Arubano, the University of the Netherlands
Antilles, and Leiden University (Netherlands). In 1991, she became a legal
advisor to Aruba's Department of Foreign Affairs, a position she held until
1994, and again from 2002 to the present. She was a deputy permanent
secretary to the Council of Ministers from 1994 t0 1996. From 1997 to 2001 she
served as a legal advisor to the Prime Minister. She was appointed permanent
secretary to the Council of Ministers in 2009.

In sports administration, Hoevertsz became secretary-general of the Aruba
Swimming Federation in 1991. She was the second secretary of the Aruba
Olympic Committee (1997-1998), then general secretary. She was a member
of the special commission of the Pan American Sports Organization (PASO)
for the 1999 Pan American Games in Winnipeg. In 1998, she was appointed
to the Executive Board of PASO, the first woman to assume this position in
the organisation. Between 2000 and 2003, she was a member of the PASO
Coordination Commission for Pan American Games of Santo Domingo. In 2019,
Hoevertsz was appointed head of the Coordination Commission for the Los
Angeles Olympics in 2028. (MNW)



491. | Beatrice Allen | Gambia

Beatrice Allen is a Gambian sports leader. She was jointly responsible for
introducing softball to the Gambia and spearheaded the establishment
of the Gambia Softball Association, where she served as a president and
remains an honorary president.

Allen is a member of the Special Olympics of the Gambia, 1t vice president
of the NOC of Gambia (GNOC), member of the Women and Sports Commission
of the Association of the NOCs of Africa (ANOCA), 1t vice president of the World
Baseball Softball Confederation and a member of I0C Women and Sport
Commission. She was also a member of the Coordination Commission for the
Olympic Games in Rio 2016.

In 2009, she was named interim president of GNOC after the sitting
president was arrested. In 2011, she too was arrested but was found not
guilty and duly confirmed in the post. In April 2014,following government
suspicions the last GNOC elections were improperly conducted, police seized
the premises and blocked employees from entering. Although the I0Cwarned
the Gambia about a possible suspension, the case was resolved in October.

Allen holds a BA in International Development, diplomas in Gender &
Development and in Gender Responsive Project Implementation, and a
certificate in Training of Gender Trainers. She served in various capacities at
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) from 1974 to 2002. From
2004 t0 2010, she was executive director of Trade & Investment Promotion at
the Gambia Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCI). (MNW)

492. | Henricus W.B. “Hein" Verbruggen | The Netherlands

Hein Verbruggen, as chief of the International Cycling Union (UCI), was
elected to the 10Cin Atlanta in 1996 together with four other IF presidents
in accordance with the then rule 20.1.3 of the Olympic Charter. He lost his
mandate on 23 September 2005, when the Irishman Pat McQuaid, sponsored
by Verbruggen, was elected his successor at the UCI Congress in Madrid.
Verbruggen became vice-president of the UCI, later honorary president. See:
JOH, vol. 26, no.1/2018, 69-70.

Since Verbruggen was no longer a member of the 10C, he was unable to
actin his capacity as Chairman of the Coordination Commission for the 2008
Games in Beijing. But he ran again the following year at the I0C Session in
Turin and was elected with 62-28 votes. He also headed the Coordination
Commission and Olympic Broadcasting Services (OBS). In addition, in 2004 he
assumed executive chairmanship ofthe World Sports Federation (GAIFS) after
South Korean President Kim Un-Yong was convicted of corruption.

Verbruggen decided to resign as an I0C Member after the Beijing Olympics.
The 10C Executive Committee awarded him honorary membership on the
same day. (VK)
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OBITUARIES

Arnie Robinson (USA), *7 April 1948
in San Diego, California; t1 December
2020 in San Diego. After taking the
1970 NCAA long-jump title while
attending San Diego State, Arnie
Robinson won many more major
titles. Only DeHart Hubbard in 1920s
and Ralph Boston could match his
record of six AAU titles. Robinson
won the Pan American title in 1971
as well as the first World Cup long-
jump championship in1977 and the
silver medal atthe 1975 Pan American
Games.

In 1972 he earned the Olympic
bronze medal at Munich and with
winning the gold medal in 1976,
Robinson set a career best of 8.35 m.
He was still in the top flight of long
jumpersin1980 when he placed sixth
atthe Final OlympicTrials. (BM/WR)

James Price Mclane, Jr. (USA),
*13 September 1930 in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania; 13 December 2020
in Ipswich, Massachusetts. In
1944, Jimmy MclLane became the

Longest Serving
High Priestess Passed Away

The passing of Maria Moscholiou at
the age of 87 severs a unique link
with the Olympic flame ceremonies
which spanned four Olympiads. As
High Priestess she lit the flame for
each Games from Mexico to Moscow.
Greek Culture minister Lena
Mendoni said of her “The serious-
ness, elegance, and prestige of
the presence of Maria Moscholiou
were identified with the Olympic
Ideal and with the lighting of the
Olympic Flame. As High Priestess,
she created the Olympic Flame
in four ceremonies, giving the
essential impetus for the greatest
world celebration, with the great
universal message of cooperation,
peace, and the good fight. She will be

70

youngest-ever men's AAU swimming
champion by winning the long-
distance eventatthe age of13. Atthe
1948 Olympics, as a 17-year-old, he
won two gold medals in the1,500m
freestyle and as a member of the
4 x200-metre freestyle relay. He also
earned a silver for his second-place
in the ,oo m freestyle. Four years
later, atthe 1952 Olympics in Helsinki,
Finland, McLane finished fourth in
the1,500 mandseventhinthegoom
free. He gained his third Olympicgold
inthe freestyle relay. Inalong career,
which ended with his retirement
in 1955, he won, in addition to his
Olympic medals, three golds at the
1955 Pan American Games, 21 AAU
titles and, while attending Yale, he
won two NCAA championships in
1953.

Mclane joined the Army after
graduating from Yale in 1953, and
served for two years, working with
Army intelligence during the Korean
Conflict. He then worked for Life
Magazine and then General Mills in
mergers and acquisitions. MclLane
stayed active throughout his life,
swimming recreationally, until he

was forced to stop from declining
health, due to multiple sclerosis. He
was inducted into the International
Swimming Hall of Fame in1970. (BM/WR)

Wojciech Zabtocki (POL), *6
December 1930 in Warsaw; t5
December 2020 in Warsaw. Zabtocki
was a four-time fencing Olympian
who won three medals in team
sabre competitions, silvers in 1956
and 1960, and a bronze in 1964. He
was a nine-time medallist at the
World Championships with four gold
medals, all inteam sabrein1959 and
1961-63.

Zabtocki married well-known
Polish actress and activist Alina
Janowska (1923-2017), who
participated in the Warsaw Uprising.
He was an architect who designed
several sports facilities, and also
worked as a watercolour artist.
For his achievements in fencing
and architecture he earned many
honours, including being made a
Knight of the Kalos Kagathos medal
(1985) and a member of its chapter.
He was awarded the Medal for
Outstanding Sports Achievements,

forever connected with the Olympic
Movementand the Olympic Games."

Artemis Ignatiou, the present
day choreographer of the flame
ceremonies, paid her own tribute
with the simple words, "“Have a nice
trip to the light."” Moscholiou was
described by the Hellenic Olympic
Committee as "one of the most
emblematic priestesses in the history
of Olympic flame ceremonies."

Born in Athens, she trained as a
classical dancer and was an estab-
lished performer in Greek theatre
when she was chosen to kindle the
flame for the first time for the Mexico
City Games 0f1968. She was only the
fifth performer to do so, although
she had participated in the flame
ceremonies in 1964 — the first year
when both summer and winter
flames were lit at Olympia.



the Knight's Cross (1960), the Officer's
Cross (1996), and the Commander's
00P, as well as the Olympic Laurel of
the Polish Olympic Committee, and
the 10C Medal of Sport and Science
(1992).

In the 1990s, Zabtocki promoted
organising the Olympic Games in
Warsaw, along with his colleague
Ryszard Parulski. He was responsible
for the architectural concept of the
project, which failed to materialise.
(BM)

Ernesto Canto (MEX), *18 October
1959 in Mexico City; t20 November
2020 in Mexico City. Canto was the
next Mexican race walking star after
Daniel Bautista (Olympic gold in
1976) and Rall Gonzalez. Canto came
into prominence after winning the
20 km walk at the 1981 IAAF World
Race Walking Cup. After winning the
20 km at the inaugural IAAF World
Championships in Athletics in 1983,
as well as the 20 km gold at the 1983
Pan American Games, and 20 km
silver at the 1983 IAAF World Race
Walking Cup, he was considered the
favourite for the 20 km walk gold at

At the lighting ceremony for
Mexico, she handed the torch to
Haris Avaliotis, a sprinter who had
competed in the 1967 Mediterranean
Games. Later she was invited to
Veracruz to witness the festivities as
the flame continued its journey to
Mexico City. “Creating the Olympic
Light is an unbelievable feeling.
Watching what happens nextin the
countries where the OlympicFlame is
travellingis unbelievable, | will never
forget the reception when the street
was paved with flowers." she said
later.

In1972, after kindling the flame for
Munich, she was present to see the
passing of the flame at the Austro-
German border. Fouryears later, she
participated in a unique handover
ceremony in Athens when the flame
was transmitted by electronic sensor

JOH 1| 2021 Obituaries

the 1984 Olympics. Canto did not
disappoint, winning the gold medal
comfortably seven seconds ahead of
compatriot Gonzalez, who was better
known as a 50 km walk specialist.

After his Olympic triumph, Canto
continued competing, but with
less success. He won bronze in the
5K walk at the 1987 World Indoor
Championships, butwas disqualified
atthe 1988 Olympics. Canto also won
the 20 km silver at the 1988 Ibero-
American Championships, and won
the 20 km at the 1990 Pan American
Race Walking Cup. His last major win
came at the 1990 Goodwill Games,
where he won the 20 km track walk.
(P1)

Rafer Lewis Johnson (USA),
*18 August 1934 in Hillsboro, Texas;
T2 December 2020 in Sherman
Oaks, California. Johnson made his
decathlon debutin19sy4 and the next
year won the Pan American Games
title and set the first of his three
world decathlon records. Johnson
won the AAU decathlon in1956,1958,
and 1960 and after placing second to
Milt Campbell at the 1956 Olympics,

to Ottawa ahead of the Montreal
Games. "l remember Prime
Minister Pierre Trudeau saying
in his speech that if the ancient
Greeks could see this lightning
transmission of the flame, then
they would say how it was done
with the intervention of the
gods."

She also took partin the flame
ceremonies for the Winter Games
in1976 and 1980 before presiding
over the lighting ceremony for
Moscow 1980.

Throughout her time as high
priestess, Moscholiou worked
with the celebrated choreogra-
pher Maria Horss. She was later
presented with the City of Athens
medal for her efforts to promote
the Olympicideal.

Philip Barker

never lostanother decathlon. He was
injured at the 1956 Games, which
forced him to withdraw from the
Olympiclongjump, forwhich he had
also qualified.

His three world decathlon records
were set in 1955, 1958, and at the
1960 US Olympic Trials. Johnson's
Olympic gold medal was won
dramatically in the final 1,500 m
over his UCLA college roommate, C.K.
Yang of Chinese Taipei, who took the
silver medal. Yang was close after
nine events and was a better1,500 m
runner, butJohnson followed closely
behind him throughout the race,
and would not let Yang pull away,
enablingJohnson to win the gold.

After his retirement in 1960 he
acted in a few movies, and served
for many years as a commercial
spokesman for many products. The
plaintiff cry, moments after Robert
Kennedy's assassination, was "Get
the gun, Rafer!" and it was Johnson
to whom the voice beckoned.
Johnson and football star Rosey
Grier were rabid Kennedy supporters
and were standing next to him
that fateful night, and they helped
disarm the shooter.

In 198y, Rafer Johnson was chosen
to light the Olympic Flame at the
Opening Ceremony of the Los Angeles
Olympics. He also became a big
supporter of the Special Olympics,
leading the Southern California
chapter.

His younger brother, Jimmy,
played NFL football for 16 years with
the San Francisco g9ers and was
inducted into the Pro Football Hall
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of Fame in 1994. Rafer's daughter,
JennyJohnson-Jordan, competed in
beach volleyball at the 2000 Sydney
Olympics. (BM/WR)

Boris Gurevich (URS), *23 February
1937 in Kyiv (UKR); t12 November
2020 in Chicago, lllinois (USA). At an
early age, Gurevich lost his father,
who had served in Budyonny's
cavalry army. Then, during, and after
the Second World War, he suffered
from malnutrition and rickets. But
as he grew stronger, he became a
member of the Kyiv Army Sports
Club and competed exclusively
in freestyle, taking up wrestling
in 1953. He was selected for the
Soviet team in 1960 and made his
international debut atthe 1961 World
Championships, where he won silver
in the light-heavyweight division.
He also competed at the 1962 World
Championships, where he was fourth
in the middleweight category. Due
to fierce competition inside the
Soviet team, his next international
appearance was not until the 1967
European Championships, where he
won gold as a middleweight.
Gurevich also won the 1967 world
middleweight title and went to the
1968 Olympics as a favourite for the
freestyle middleweight title. He
did not disappoint at the Olympics,
capturing the gold medal, and
also won gold at the 1969 World
Championships. Gurevich last
competed internationally at the 1970
European Championships, where
he also won middleweight gold.
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Domestically, Gurevich won six Soviet
titles: in light-heavyweight in 1957-
58 and 1961 and in middleweightin
1965—67.

The famous Russian sculptor
Yevgeny Vuchetich (1908-1974)
discovered Gurevich among hund-
reds of athletes as a model for his
anti-war memorial, Let Us Beat
Swords into Plowshares, which was
donated to the United Nations by
the USSR and is installed in front of
the UN headquarters in New York.
After the fall of the Soviet Union, the
former army officer emigrated to the
United States, living in Chicago. (Tk/vk)

Giuliana Chenal-Minuzzo (ITA),
*26 November 1931 in Vallonara
di Marostica; t11 November 2020
in Aosta. Giuliana Minuzzo's first
success in skiing came at the 1949
Italian championship, placing third
in downhill. The same year she won
the Femina Cup, an international
women's downhill and slalom
competition. Within a few years she
established herself as one of the
bestskiers atthe international level,
winningthe Femina Cup twice more.

In 1952, she participated at the
Olympic Winter Games in Oslo in
all three events, becoming the first
Italian woman to win a medal at
the Winter Olympics, with a bronze
medal in downhill. Four years later,
at the Cortina Winter Olympics, she
became the first female in Olympic
history to recite the Olympic Oath on
behalf of the athletes. Even though
she did not win an Olympic medal,
she took a bronze medal in the
combined event, which only counted
as a world championship. At her

third Olympic participation, Squaw
Valley in 1960, she added another
medal, winning bronze in the giant
slalom. She continued competitive
skiing until 1963, when she won
her ninth Italian title (in slalom)
and finished third in giant slalom.
Altogether, she won 16 medals at
Italian Championships.

After Chenal-Minuzzo retired
from competition, she opened a
sports shop in Cervinia, which closed
in 2011. In 2006, 50 years after the
Cortina Winter Games, she was again
part of the Olympic Oath ritual at
the Opening Ceremony of the Torino
Winter Games, holding the flag while
the oath was recited by alpine skier
Giorgio Rocca. (om)

Willie Smith (USA), *28 February
1956 in Rochester, Pennsylvania,
1t 7 November 2020 in Sylacauga,
Alabama. Smith was a 400 m runner
who won a gold medal in the 4 x400
relay at the 1984 Olympics. He was
only used in the preliminary and in
the semi-finals.

Smith also won gold medals in
the 4x400 m at the 1979 and 1981
World Cup. Individually, in the 400
m, he gained a silver at the 1977
Universiade, and a bronze at the
1979 Pan American Games. He ran in
college for Auburn University, after
being named Track er Field News
male high school athlete of the year
in1974. He later became a television
news director. (BM/WR)

Fernando Atzori (ITA), *1June 1942
in Ales, Oristano; T9 November 2020
in Florence. Despite an injury above
an eye, Atzori won the Olympic
flyweight boxing title in 1964,
defeating the Pole Artur Olech with
a 4—1 decision. He was born in a
small town in Sardinia where sport
was practically non-existent. There
was no gym, and he trained in an
improvised boxing ring in a small
room. To improve his boxing skills, he
moved to Florence where he worked
as a house painter. He lost part of a
finger in a carpentry accident as a



youngster, but it did not prevent
him from going on to became a two-
time military world champion, and a
Mediterranean Games gold medallist
in 1963, beating the Yugoslavian
Branislav Mirkovi¢ in the final.

Atzori's amateur record was 37
victories, three defeats, and three
draws. As a professional, he became
the European flyweight champion
in 1967, beating the Frenchman
René Libeer. He defended his title
nine times before losing itin 1972 to
Switzerland's Fritz Chervet (K0). He
regained it in 1973 against another
Frenchman, Dominique Cesari
(K0), and lost it once and for all in
the same year, again to Chervet
(K0). Atzori retired in 1975 with a
professional record of 44 victories (13
by knockout), six defeats, and two
draws.

Atzori was awarded the Gold
Medal of the Italian Olympic Commit-
tee for his boxing achievements. In
2015, he received the Collare d'Oro for
sporting merit. He died after a long
illness. (sB)

Walter Francis “Buddy” Davis (USA),
*5 January 1931in Beaumont, Texas;
117 November 2020 in Port Arthur,
Texas. A severe attack of polio as a
child took a heavy toll on Buddy
Davis and it him took seven years of
continual exercise before he was
able to walk properly. By the time he
enrolled atTexas A&M in1948, where
he also played basketball, much of
the strength had returned to his legs
and by 1951 he was a good enough
high jumper to rank second in the
world with a best 0f 2.05. In 1952 he
won the AAU at 2.09 m, the second
highest jump to thattime, and then
set a new Olympic record in taking
the gold medal in Helsinki.

Davis set his personal best with a
world record jump of 2.124 m at the
1953 AAU championship. It has been
claimed he was the first person to
jump 7 feet, which itis said he did in
exhibitions.

Later, Davis was an outstanding
basketball player at Texas A&M and
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after the 1952 Olympics signed with
the Philadelphia Warriors of the
National Basketball Association.
He then had a good pro basketball
career, playing five years. Davis was
a Jefferson County (Texas) Sheriff's
Deputy in the off-season.

After he retired from basketball,
he worked in banking for much of
his life. He later became a civilian
employee of the US Coast Guard,
and then worked for the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) for almost 20 years. Davis was
inducted into the Texas Sports Hall of
Famein1964. (BM/WR)

Mariya Itkina (URS), *3 May 1932 in
Roslavl; 1 December 2020 in Minsk
(BLR). Mariya Itkina started athletics
in lvanovo, when she studied at
an obstetrics school. After leaving
school in 1954, she moved to Minsk,
where she began to seriously engage
in running as a sprinter. She won
four gold medals at the European
championships — with golds in
1954 in the 200 m and 4x100 relay,
and in 1958 and 1962 in the Loo m.
She also gained a bronze medal in
the 200 m in 1958. She won 32 USSR
championships.

After the end of her sports career
in 1966, she headed the athletic
team of the sports society for Dynamo
Minsk. In 1991 she was inducted into
the International Jewish Sports Hall
of Fame. She has the unfortunate
distinction of having placed fourth
atthe Olympics the mosttimes of any
athlete, four, without everwinning a
medal. (1K)

Leon Spinks (USA), *11July 1953 in
St. Louis, Missouri; T5 February 2021
in Henderson, Nevada. The oldest of
sixSpinks children started boxing at
the age of13. He entered his first fight
in1969. His brother Michael (*1956)
became his sparring partner on his
way up — from welterweight to light
heavyweight in 1972/73. They were
the first brothers to become Olympic
boxing champions at the same
Games —in Montreal in1976.

Leon Spinks, who served in the
US Marine Corps from 1973 to 1976
and made corporal, was AAU light
heavyweight champion three times
in a row. He won a bronze medal
at the 1974 World Championships
in Havana. He lost to Cuba's Orestes
Pedroso in the final of the 1975 Pan
American Games in Mexico City.

After his Olympic victory and 185
amateur fights, of which he won 178
and only lost seven, it was evident
that Spinks would go professional in
January1977. He became Muhammad
Ali's rival practically overnight, after
only seven fights, five of which he
finished early. He won the world
heavyweight title on 15 February 1978
in Las Vegas in his first fight lasting 15
rounds against the 36-year-old Ali
by winning more points. This victory
was the peak of Spinks's career.

His second match against Ali
at the Louisiana Superdome on
15 September 1978 went badly for
Spinks. Ali won back his title in a
unanimous15-round decision.

Spinks boxed for another eight
years with varying results. He retired
atage42in1995.

His19-year-old son Leon Calvin was
shotdead onthestreetin East St. Louis
in1990. Calvin was an aspiring light
heavyweight pro boxer. (Vk)

Billy Evans (USA), *13 September
1932 in Berea, Kentucky; t22 Nov-
ember 2020. Evans was @ 1.85 m
guard for the University of Kentucky
basketball team in the early 1950s.
For him it was choice of whether to
play basketball or tennis, as in high
school he was twice Kentucky state
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tennis champion. He eventually
played three years of varsity tennis at
Kentucky as well as basketball. Evans
also played baseball at the University
of Kentucky. After graduation in 1954
he remained at Kentucky for another
year to earn a master's degree. He
was drafted by the Rochester Royals
in the fifth round of the 1955 NBA
draft, but never played professional
basketball. He then joined the US
military service and was chosen for
the winning1956 Olympicteam while
playing for the Air Force All-Stars. In
1959 Evans was on the gold medal
winning team at the Pan American
Games, after which he went into
business. He started with Phillips
66, but eventually became a vice
president of Kentucky Fried Chicken.

Evans was inducted into the State
of Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame
in 1988 and was a charter member
of the University of Kentucky Hall of
Fame. (BM/WR)

Vladimir Kiselyov (URS), *1January
1957 in Myski, Kemerovo; t7January
2021 in Kremenchuk (UKR). Although
born in Russia, Kiselyov grew up
in Kremenchuk where his family
moved when he was five months old.
Initially a cyclist, he took up athletics
and shot put when he was 15 years
old.

The apex of Kiselyov's career was
atthe 1980 Olympics, where he won
a surprising gold medal. Before
the Olympics, Kiselyov was quite
unknown, having won the 1975
European juniortitle, a bronze atthe
1979 European Indoors, and silver at
the 1979 Soviet championships. But
he opened with 21.10 m and then
threw 21.35 m in the final round to
win a gold medal.

After the Olympics, Kiselyov
missed a season due to a hand injury
and then won his first Soviet title
in 1982. In 1984, Kiselyov won his
second national title, butwas unable
to defend his Olympic title due to
the Soviet boycott. Instead of the
Olympics, Kiselyov competed at the
Friendship Games, and finished third
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in the shot with his personal best of
21.58 m, which was 32 cm better than
the mark made by Alessandro Andrei
in the Olympicfinal.

Kiselyov finished his sports career
in 1985 and later worked as an
athletics coach in his hometown of
Kremenchuk. In 2002, he became
head of the physical education
department of Kremenchuk Institute
of Dnipropetrovsk University of
Economics and Law. (TK/WR)

Margitta Gummel, née Helmbold
(GDR), *29 June 1941 in Magdeburg;
113 February 2021 in Wietmarschen,
Lower Saxony. The East German shot
putter attended a children's and
youth sports school and trained at
the DHfK Leipzig sports club from
1959. She finished fourth at the GDR
championships in 1960 and 1962
and was runner-up in 1964 behind
Renate Garisch-Culmberger. She
qualified for the All-German Olympic
team in Tokyo in 1964, where she
finished infifth place.

In early 1966 she married Jens
Gummel, a medical student from
Leipzigwho later became a professor.
From then on, she was the top shot-
putter in East Germany. She won all
the national championship titles up
to and including those of 1972, with
the exception 0f1967 and 1970, when
she did not compete.

Atthe international level, the Rus-
sian Nadezhda Chizhova became her
most significant rival, againstwhom
she lost three times - in1966 (silver),
1969 (silver), and 1971 (bronze) - at
the European Championships. The
definitive boost to her performance
came in 1968, when she improved
her own world record by 20 cm atthe
Mexico Olympics and became winner
with a throw of 19.61 metres. At the
end of her sporting career, she won
another silver medal coming behind
Chizhova in Munich in1972 with 20.22
metres.

After that, she became the first
East German Olympic champion to
earn a doctorate in sports science.
She moved to Berlin, where she

served as general secretary of the
StudentSports Association until1990.
She was a personal member of the
East German NOC from 1977 to 1990
and of the NOC for Germany from
1990 t01993. (VK)

Ivan Gavrilovich Bogdan (URS),
*29 February 1928 in Dmytro-Bilivka,
Kazanka Raion (UKR); t25 December
2020. Bogdan, a Soviet Army officer
from Ukraine, took up wrestling quite
late, in 1950 when he was already
22 years old and made the national
team in 1958, when he won his first
Soviet Graeco-Roman heavyweight
title.

In the late 1950s and early 1960s,
Bogdan was the most dominant
Graeco-Roman heavyweight in
the world, winning the World
Championshipsin1958 and1961and
Olympic title in 1960. Domestically,
besides his 1958 title, he won two
more Soviet titles in 1959 and 1961,
silversin1955and 1956 and a bronze
in 1960. After finishing his sporting
career, Bogdan worked as a wrestling
coach in his native Ukraine. (1)

Bernd Kannenberg (FRG), *20
August 1942 in Konigsberg, East
Prussia (now Kaliningrad, Russia); 113
January 2021 in Miinster. At the
beginning of 1945, Kannenberg was
evacuated from East Prussia on the
S.S. Wilhelm Gustloff together with
his grandmother and a cousin at
the end of the war. But the ship was
sunk by a Soviet submarine during
the treacherous voyage. Kannenberg
was among the nine percent of
passengerswho were rescued.

Kannenberg was raised in
Thuringia and later in Bavaria. He
first became involved in competitive
walking during his time in the
German Armed Forces. He was
assigned to the German Armed
Forces Sports School in Sonthofen,
where he emerged as the best West
German walker in the early 1970s.
He finished in ninth place in the
20 km race at the 1971 European
Championships.



After he set a new world best time
(3:52:44.6 h) in the 50 km national
race against Great Britain on 27 May
1972, the Sergeant also lived up to
his role as a favourite at the Olympic
Games in Munich. Kannenberg also
competed in the 20 km event before
the 50 km race, but failed to finish,
justlike in Montreal in1976. He won
the silver medal in the 20 km race
at the European Championships in
1974.

A chronic groin strain forced
Kannenberg, who was a member of
the LACQuelle Fiirth team sponsored
by the Schickedanz mail-order
company in his later years, to retire
in 1978. After that, he worked as
a national coach until he became
disabled due to a hip condition. (vk)

Kevin Burnham (USA), *21 December
1956 in Hollis, New York; 127 Nov-
ember 2020. Burnham competed
in the 470 sailing class at the 1992,
1996, and 2004 Olympics, winning a
silverin1992 and a gold in 2004. He
also won a gold medal at the 1986
Goodwill Games.

He was a sailor who competed
in virtually every type of race. In
big ocean racing, he competed in
the Sydney-Hobart Race, The Rolex
Transatlantic Challenge, and the
Newport-to-Bermuda Race. He also
won the 1989 Worrell 1,000 mile race.
He was an 11-time US champion in
various boats.

Burnham later turned to coaching,
working with USsailors, as well as the
Israeli and (zech Republic national
teams. He also coached Paralympian
sailors. (BM)

Lothar Metz (GDR), *16 January
1939 in Meerane; 23 January 2021in
Rostock. Metz grew up in Auerbach/
Vogtland in Saxony, where Graeco-
Roman wrestling has a long tradition
asaworking man'ssport. He became
East German runner-up atthe age of
19 and unexpectedly won a bronze
medal atthe World Championships.
After the trained painter volun-
teered for the People’s Navy in
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1959, he quickly developed into a
world-class wrestler at the Rostock
Army Sports Club. Metz competed
four times at the Olympic Games in
the middleweight category: after
silverin Rome in 1960, he also won
bronze in Tokyo four years later. He
became an Olympic champion with
the GDR team in Mexico in 1968. He
concluded his career by wrestling
in the light heavyweight division
in Munich in 1972, where he was
eliminated in the third round. He
was also runner-up in the European
Championships twice (1967 and
1970).

The qualified physical education
teacher worked as a junior coach in
Rostock from 1973 onwards, but due
to his increasing hearing loss, he was
forced to take early retirement as a
corvette captain in198s5. (Vk)

Yury Petrovich Vlasov (URS), *5
December1935 in Makeyvka (UKR); 13
February 2021in Moscow. Vlasov was
the son of a Soviet military journalist
who also served as Consul General in
Shanghai and Ambassadorto Burma.
At the age of 10, Yuri entered the
Suvorov military school in Saratov, a
cadet training school, from which he
graduated with a medal in1953. This
set the stage for him to continue his
military career at the Zhukovsky Air
Force Academy in Moscow, where he
took up weightlifting in1956.

Vlasov's first successes came in the
spring of1957, when he beat national
heavyweight records in the snatch
and clean and jerk. Nonetheless,
he remained in Alexey Medvedyev's
shadow for the next two years. He
became the Soviet, European, and
World champion for the first time
in 1959. He kept these titles for five
years.

His greatest success was winning
the 1960 Olympics in Rome, where
he achieved world records in all three
disciplines. He was hailed as the
"Strongest Man on the Planet" for
his world-record performance in the
triple medley (537.5 kg). He set a total
of 32 world records.

Itwas notuntil the 1964 Tokyo Games
that Vlasov was dethroned by his
20 kg heavier compatriot Leonid
Zhabotinsky, whom he later accused
of using tactical tricks. Although
Vlasov was disappointed with his
silver medal, he continued his career
until1967.

After that, Vlasov, who had been
writing poetry and short stories
since 1959, turned his attention to
literature. His first work, entitled
Overcoming Yourself, was published
as an autobiography shortly before
the Tokyo Olympics in 1964. In 1973,
he published his father's diaries,
entitled The Vliadimirov Diaries:
Yenan, China, 1942-1945, which
have since been translated into six
languages. His literary work includes
more than 15 novels, most notably
the Flaming Crosstrilogy (1991-93).

Vlasov's criticism of the Soviet
system grew during the “perestroika”
phase of the1980s. He was elected as
a territorial deputy to the Congress of
People's Deputies in Moscow in1989.
He was elected to the State Duma
of the Russian Federation in 1993
duringthe Yeltsin era, where he drew
attention for his nationalist and
anti-Semitic speeches. He ran as an
independent candidate for president
of the Russian Federation in 1996,
but withdrew from politics after
receiving only 0.2% of the vote. (Vk)

BM = Bill Mallon, OM = OlyMADMen,
PT = Paul Tchir, SB = Sven Buren,

TK =Taavi Kalju, VK = Volker Kluge
WR = Wolf Reinhardt

The ISOH offers the families
of the deceased its sincere
condolences.
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Robin Morning

For the Love of It: The Mammoth Legacy of
Roma & Dave McCoy

Blue Ox Press, Mammoth Lakes, (A, 2020
$22.00, 401 pages, ISBN: 978-1-7345133-0-1

Reviewed by David Wallechinsky

For the Love of It is primarily the
biography of Dave McCoy, who
founded the Mammoth Mountain Ski
Area in California and the Mammoth
Mountain Ski Club. Among the many
skiers he coached and trained were
nine who competed at the Olympics
inthe1960s: Beverly Anderson, Joan
Hannah, Linda Meyers, Jean Saubert,
Ni OrsiJr, Suzy Chaffee, Wendy Allen,
Rosie Fortna, and McCoy's son,
Dennis “Pancho" McCoy. Saubert
earned silver and bronze medals
at the 1964 Innsbruck Games and
was the US flagbearer at the closing
ceremony. Chaffee was the first
woman to serve on the board of
directors of the United States Olympic
Committee.

The author of For the Love of It,
Robin Morning, was a member of
the 1968 United States Olympicteam.
However, the day before the opening
ceremony in Grenoble, she broke her
leg during a downhill training run.

Coaches are often overlooked
when studying Olympic history.
Morning has done an excellent job
of bringing to life one such coach
as a result of thorough research
combined with a smooth, readable
writing style. Some of the chapters
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are first-person accounts by Roma
McCoy, Dave's wife.

Morning also reminds us of those
athletes who didn't make it to
the Olympics, the most notable
example being Jill Kinmont. She
was a leading contender for the US
ski team and appeared on the cover
of Sports lllustrated in January 1955.
However, the day after she first saw
the magazine, while competing
in Utah at the age of 18, Kinmont
had a terrible accident and was
paralysed from the shoulders down.
Nonetheless, she gained a university
degree and worked as a teacher for
more than 25 years.

Morning interviewed Kinmont,
who has since passed away, in 2002.
Dave McCoy died on 8 February 2020
atthe age of1o04.

S IRISH
WYIHALES

Kevin Martin

The Irish Whales: Olympians of 0ld New York
Rowman & Littlefield, Lanham, MD, 2020
$32.00, 201 pages, ISBN: 9781538142301

Reviewed by Tom Hunt

Those interested in Irish athletic
history and the history of Irish-
born track and field athletes in the
early Olympic Games have rarely
had it so good. In 2018 Margaret
Molloy's detailed Martin Sheridan:
Mayo's Famous Son, 1881-1918 was
published. This was followed in
2020 by Kevin McCarthy's biography
of Tom Kiely, the 1904 Olympic All-
Around Champion, Tom Kiely: Erin's
Champion.

The latest offering is Kevin Martin's
The Irish Whales: Olympians of 0ld
New York, which, as the title suggests,
examines the achievements of
the group of athletes collectively
known as The Whales. These Irish-
born athletes were Jim Mitchel,
John Flanagan, Matt McGrath, Pat
McDonald, Martin Sheridan, and
Paddy Ryan, who between themwon
a remarkable 12 gold, two silver, and
eight bronze medalsrepresentingthe
USA in a variety of throwing events,
particularly the hammer, which was
won by Irish-born athletes on the
first five occasions it was staged as an
Olympicevent.

This is a book that was long over-
due and provides fine biographical
studies of these athletes and their
achievements in track and field in
their social, economic, and political
contexts. Itis a study constructed to
the highest academic standards and
the comprehensive bibliography
provides evidence of Martin's
extensive research. However, this
is a book that wears its scholarship
lightly and the text is lively and
accessible.

This is a work of 12 chapters, with
a short introduction providing a
brief historical background on the
evolution of hammer throwing
over the centuries. In the opening
chapter, the focus is on Irish
emigration and the growth of
clubs and fraternal organisations
that provided solace to the Irish
in the USA. At the end of the 19t
century strong links had developed
between the New York Irish, the
Democratic Party, and Tammany Hall.
Ashortsecond chapter deals with the
achievements of the Irish in other
sports, particularly in baseball and
boxing, before those who "were to
shine brightest on the New World
stage" are spotlighted.

Jim Mitchel's story is featured
in Chapter 3 and in telling this
story Kevin Martin covers the early
institutional development of
athletics in Ireland where Mitchel
established his reputation as a



world great in hammer throwing.
He arrived in the USAin 1888 as part
of the "lIrish Invasion", a group of
53 athletes and officials organised
by the Gaelic Athletic Association,
one of the two controlling bodies
of athletics in Ireland at the time.
The group toured the main cities
of the north-eastern USA, playing
hurling exhibitions and competing
in athletics. Not all of the athletes
returned to Ireland at the end of the
tour and Mitchel was one of those
who remained behind.

Although approaching the veteran
stage, Mitchel's achievements in
the United States were staggering.
From 1889 to 1896 he won eight
successive US hammertitles aswell as
a collection of 56-Ib weight throwing
titles. He extended the hammer
world record on 11 occasions in
Ireland and the USA. Unfortunately,
Mitchel, the original of the whale
species, was also the unluckiest as
his best days were behind him when
the Olympics became an important
festival of athletics.

Flanagan is the subject of
Chaptery, an athlete "whose
throwing style was an aesthetic
wonder of the age, and many New
Yorkers went to watch him train in
Travers Island, the home of NYAC,"
Martin explains. He was the one who
perfected the three-turn technique
and his expertise was used by the
Spalding Athletic Company to design
hammer equipment. Flanagan's
three Olympic hammer victories are
documented as well as his silver
medal won in St. Louis in1904 in the
56-Ib throwing event.

The "fiasco" of the St. Louis Games
and the "triumph" of Irish America
is examined in a short chapter
that sets the scene for Chapter 6,
entitled "Peerless Athlete and
Intrepid American". These are the
words chosen by the New York
Police Department to mark the cross
on the gravestone of Sheridan, "a
man some aficionadas still consider
the greatest all-around athlete of
all time." There is good reason for
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this as during the 1906 Games in
Athens, Sheridan added two gold
medals and three silver medals to
the discus gold he earned in St. Louis
in 1904. This medal collection is
incorrectly documented in Appendix
A; McGrath's 1924 silver medal is also
absentinthis appendix.

Sheridan completed his Olympic
medal collection in London in 1908
with two gold and a single bronze
medal. Only Paavo Nurmi, Ray Ewry,
and Carl Lewis have done betterin
Olympic competition. In the words
of Kevin Martin, Sheridan’s life story
"encapsulates many of the themes
and tropes that render the story of
the Irish Whales so special.”

The Irish Whales are closely
associated with the Irish American
Athletic Club (IAAC) and the history
ofthis organisation is told in Chapter
7, a club whose athletes won 55
Olympic medals between 1900 and
1928, but for Martin,"perhaps the
mostadmirable achievement was its
inclusivity and democratic nature.”
For the IAAC, a man's athletic ability
was the required criterion for
membership, not his skin colour,
religious affiliation, or the nature of
his employment.

The longest chapter (8) is devoted
to the London Games of 1908,
the occasion of the "Irish Whales'
greatest triumph". The chapter
includes accounts of the various
controversies that characterised the
games as well as "the incredible
proceedings during the hammer
throw final that would prove the
greatest-ever day for the Irish Whales
inthe history of their participation on
the world stage", when Flanagan,
McGrath and Con Walsh (representing
Canada) occupied the first three
placesin thefinal, staged on 14 July.
In addition Sheridan won the discus
and the Greek-style discus throw
and completed his Olympiccollection
with a bronze medal in the standing
longjump.

Three chapters are devoted to
the exploits of McGrath, McDonald,
and Ryan, the more than adequate

successors of Mitchel, Flanagan,
and Sheridan. Flanagan returned to
Ireland in 1910 but Walsh and Ryan
challenged McGrath's dominance.
McGrath's finest moment came in
Stockholm in 1912 when he set a new
Olympic record that survived until
1936, in winning the hammer title
by the widest margin in the history
of the event. Sheridan retired in 191
and died in1918, most likely a victim
ofthe Spanish Flu. The biggest whale
of them all emerged in 1912, when
McDonald became the fifth Irish-
born competitor to win an Olympic
medal, representing the USA, when
he won the shot put with a personal
best and new Olympic record heave
of15.34.m.

Ryan arrived in the USAin1910,and
for the rest of the decade his rivalry
with McGrath pushed the boundaries
of the hammer event as Walsh also
joined the ranks of the retirees. Ryan
set the first world hammer record
(57.77m) recognised by the IAAF in
August 1913,surpassing McGrath's
world best of 57.10 m of October1911.
Ryan was unable to compete in the
Stockholm Games as he had yet to
become a US citizen, but the two
behemoths went head-to-head in
Olympic competition in 1920, where
a knee injury restricted McGrath and
Ryan easily won the hammertitle.

McGrath had some consolation
in 1924 when he finished in second
place to Fred Tootell, the first USA-
born Olympic hammer title. At 49
years of age, McGrath isthe oldest USA
athlete to win an Olympic medal in
track and field despite the fact that
he was "distinctly overweight and
florid in the cheeks and by today’s
standards looks more like he should
have beenin the standslookingon,"”
Martin explains.

The primary focus of the final
chapter is on completing the per-
sonal biographies of the principal
individuals responsible for the
creation of athletic history and
considers their legacies. (Tipperary
readers will not be impressed to
read that McGrath was an "ebullient
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Limerick man" in this section, but
McGrath's Tipperary origins are well
documented earlier in the book.)
The Irish Whales were athletes “who
helped democratize the sporting
space and change the perception
of amateur athletics as a sport for
Victorian and Edwardian men of
meansto that ofan accessible pursuit
for the common working-class man
ofany ethnicgroup.”

Martin makes the important
point that "it was the vibrant New
York athletic system" that was
responsible for creating their athletic
greatness. The system “was the most
technically advanced in the world at
the start of the twentieth century,
and the north-eastern urban centres
of the country provided the keenest
competition available anywhere."

The claim that these athletes
"had developed their technique in
Ireland" is part of the folklore of Irish
athletics and is not always supported
by the facts. Sheridan, McDonald,
and McGrath began their athletics
careers in the USA. John Flanagan
and Paddy Ryan were transformed
by their time in New York. Mitchel
was the exception; he arrived in the
USA as a fully formed athlete but
unfortunately was already 44 years
old when making his Olympic debut
and his greatness was not reflected
in Olympic competition. A single
bronze medalwonin St. Louisin1904
is a poor reward for an extraordinary
athlete.

This fine book is a welcome
addition to the canon of athletics
and Olympic history. In documenting
the achievements ofthe Irish Whales,
Martin tells an important part of the
success story of Irish emigration to
the USA; the book also touches on
important parts of the early history of
the modern Olympics. The 20 pages
of black-and-white pictures provide
an ideal complement to a book
that excellently captures the world
of the Irish Whales, the men who
dominated the weight eventsin track
and field during the first two decades
orso of the 20 century.
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Pieter Breuker

Van Parijs tot Pyeongchang:

Kaatsen, kaatsersen alle andere 29 Friese
medaillewinnaars op de Olympische Spelen
Uitgeverij Louise, Grou, with Kaatsmuseum
Franeker, 2020, in Dutch

€20, 220 pages, ISBN 978-94-91536-69-4

Reviewed by Ruud Paauw

Kaatsen — in the Netherlands it is
an age-old game that is played
only in the province of Friesland, in
the northern part of the country. |
could not find a translation of the
word kaatsen in English but it can
be compared to jeu de pelote in
Belgium and France, pelota a mano
in Spain, pdrkin Sweden, real tennis
in England and pallapugno (fistball)
in Italy, to name only a few. The
differences are in the rules and there
are many.

Pieter Breuker (75), a renowned
historian with many publications
to his name on the sporting and
cultural life of Friesland, writes in this
book about the history of kaatsen
in general and the Olympic history
of the game in particular. It was an
official part of the Gamesin1900 and
1908 and a demonstration sportin
1912, 1924, 1928, 1968, and 1992. The
number of participants in the period
from 1900 to 1928 was rather poor,
with six players in Paris 1900, ten in
1908, and 20 players in1924.

Each city that organised the
Olympics used its own variation of
the game, which made it difficult
for other countries to participate. In
1928 the kaatsers from Friesland got
a chance to play their own version
when Amsterdam was host to the

Olympics. Two teams of three men
each played against each other.
The happening was not a success.
There was much wind and rain and
the players did not seem to have
distinguished between a real match
and a demonstration. According to
newspaper reports the quality of the
meetwas rather disappointing.

Forty years passed before the
game appeared again on the Olympic
programme. At the 1968 Games in
Mexico City there was finally a real
international competition of the
demonstration sport, with France,
Spain, Uruguay, Argentina, USA,
and the Philippines. They played
five different disciplines of Basque
pelota, as it is now most widely
known. Spain and Mexico each won
two gold medals, Argentina one.
Barcelona in 1992 was the last time
thatit gota place as a demonstration
sport. Eight countries participated
with 140 players,among them
11 women. Spain, Mexico, and
Argentina finished again on top.

The Federacion International de
Pelota Vasca (FIPV) with 33 affiliated
countries then tried to get Basque
pelota on the official programme.
But the 10C refused, preferring
new sports in the Games instead of
things of the past. Breuker suggests
that a related newcomer, known as
wallball (essentially squash without
a racket), which is rapidly growing in
popularity around the world, might
geta place inthe Gamesin the near
future.

The second part of the book
includes written portraits of 29
Olympic medal winners from
Friesland. Between them they won
64 medals (individual or as a team
member). Among them are famous
Olympic champions such as Sven
Kramer, Sjoukje Dijkstra, Sanne
Wevers, Jorrit Bergsma, and Marit
Bouwmeester. Fourteen of the 29 are
skaters (speedskating, shorttrack,
and figure skating).

This raises the question: What
makes someone a true Frisian?
Breuker's criterion is that you have



to be born there, though that is
debatable. Take, for example,
Sjoukje Dijkstra, the 1964 figure-
skating champion, who was just
one year old when her parents left
Friesland; she lived her whole life
outside her native soil. This also
applies to some of the other athletes
featured in the book. That aspect
aside, the portraits are well written
and provide valuable information.

SELIM SIRRI TARCAN
VE ISVEC JIMNASTIGI

Tolga Sinoforoglu

Selim Sirri Tarcan ve isveg Jimnastigi
(Selim Sirri Tarcan and Swedish Gymnastics)
SporYayinevive Kitabevi, Ankara 2020
40TL, 232 pages, ISBN 978-625-7048-13-2
inTurkish

Reviewed by Ahmet Talimciler

Like others who left their mark
in history, Selim Sirri Tarcan also
bore the effects of the conditions
he faced throughout his life. His
great achievements were the
institutionalisation of physical
education and the promotion
of sports and Olympism in the
Anatolian region. We now have
an important study to help us
better understand his life and
contributions. In this book, which
translates as Selim Sirri Tarcan and
Swedish Gymnastics, writer Tolga
Sinoforoglu begins by providing
insight into Tarcan's formative
years, outlining his education and
introduction to sport.

The book goes on to look at the
development of gymnastics in 19t~
century Europe and its introduction
in Turkey. Of particular note is the
information about the two different
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schools of gymnastics that prevailed
at the time (Swedish and German)
with their distinct principles and
prominent representatives. The last
partofthe book addresses how Selim
Sirri Tarcan introduced Swedish-
style gymnastics into the Turkish
education system. It sheds light on
his ambitions against the backdrop
of the sports policies during the
foundation of Turkish Republic.

Tarcan's strong bond with
gymnastics, which began for him
at Mekteb-i Sultani (Imperial High
School), irreversibly changed the
direction of his life. He practiced
many different sport disciplines,
went on to write articles on sport,
and then began to advocate physical
education and sport programmes
across the country. In the spring of
1909, he went for a year to Sweden to
study physical education. Soon after
returning home, he launched efforts
to establish the first Turkish Olympic
Committee and was elected as the
first Turkish 10C Member in late 1908.
The year he spent in Sweden left a
huge impact on him. Explaining his
transformation after his return on 11
May 1910, he said, "l went to Sweden
with my muscles, | returned with my
intelligence.”

His great success in putting what
he learned into practice and the
methods he used to achieve his
vision makes him stand out above
the rest in Turkish sports history.
Not only did he write text books
for both girls' and boys' physical
education and sports, he laid the
groundwork for sports to become
widely popular through the seminars
and conferences he organised. He
is also responsible for the "Youth
Anthem", which was heard by the
public for first time at the Physical
Training Festivals he organised, and
which is known by the entire nation
to this day.

Atthe first Physical Training Festival
of the Republic held on 11 May 1928,
Tarcan explained the importance
physical education: "Gymnastics is
neitheraskill, noratalent, noran art

that has been confined to those who
are strong. Itis the tool of a conscious
education. Thanks to gymnastics,
young people will learn to save their
strength and manage goodwill. Body
exercises are highly desirable to up-
lift spirit and mind. Anyone of any
age can benefit from gymnastics,
whether men, women, young or
old. The general purpose of the
body training that we practice in our
schools is the health and harmony of
the body.”

With this ideal, Selim Sirri Tarcan
trained the first physical education
teachers of Turkey and hosted radio
conferences to foster mass awareness
about physical education. He made
the greatest contributions to the rec-
ognition, adoption, and integration
of Swedish gymnastics in Turkey.
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Rafael Hoffmann,

The Intellectual Approaches and Scientific
Achievements of the Jewish Wroclaw Doctor
and Paralympic Founder Dr Ludwig Guttmann
(1899-1980) until his Emigration to England
in1939

Sportwissenschaftliche Gesellschaft Mainz (SWG)
Mainz 2020, 131 pages, ISBN 978-3980030-59-5

Reviewed by Leonardo Jose

Mataruna-Dos-Santos

The book chronicles the life of
Paralympics pioneer Dr. Ludwig
Guttmann in Germany before his
emigration to England in 1939 due
to the revocation of his medical
accreditation and widespread
persecution of Jews by the National
Socialist regime. Hoffmann provides
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anaccountofthe prevailingsituation
and circumstances surrounding
Guttmann to provide context to
his physician practice as a Jew in
Germany, hisscientific contributions,
and subsequent emigration to
England. GTE Institute of History,
Theory and Ethics of Medicine,
University Library Freiburg, and
Wellcome Library London served as
the main sources of literature that
form the crux of the book, which
includes numerous images.

Jewish doctors had a solid
reputation and represented 16% of
physicians in Germany despite the
fact that the total Jewish population
in Germany stood at less than 1%.
All Jewish physicians lost their
accreditation in 1938. According to
the author, they had three choices:
commit suicide, be murdered in a
concentration camp, or emigrate;
Guttmann chose the third route to
freedom.

Hoffmann is successful in filling
a vacuum in Guttmann's early
history and aids in understanding
his intellectual approaches and
scientific activities, whose results
played a pivotal role in discoveries
such as characteristic sweat patterns
in individuals. He aptly lists his 40
scientific publications before his
emigration to give an insight and
add value to his achievements
and contributions in the field of
medicine.

The author delves deep into
Guttmann's scientific contributions
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and divides his research into three
areas - surgery, cerebral diseases,
and human perspiration. He uses
medical terminology to put his point
across which creates a stumbling
block for non-medical background
readers to comprehend.

The draconian laws implemented
by the rising National Socialist regime
and their repercussions for the Jews
are explicitly mentioned in the book.
Guttmann is portrayed as a staunch
opponentofthe regime, who initially
misjudged their power.

An avid sportsman, Guttmann was
a physically fit and active person,
which explains his role as a founding
father of the Paralympics. He even
created a club that incorporated
sports activities to keep youth
away from Hitler's movement.
Hoffmann skimms through the
sports elementin Guttmann's early
life. He should have pursued it a
bit further providing details of his
sporting victories, participation in
tournaments, and the incidents
which sowed early seeds of
Paralympics. A link between his
scientific contributions and modern-
day sports science could have been
explored.

Dr. Otfrid Foerster was a revo-
lutionaryin the field of neurosurgery
and acted as a mentor to Guttmann.
The autodidactic methods of
Foerster's medicine suffered some
resistance while applied in England.
Nonetheless, the methodologies
travelled to other countries and

through publications by both
medical doctors are well presented in
the book.

Dr. Guttmann's motto of under-
standing the basic physical back-
ground of every disabled person
before treatment was passed on
to him by his mentor. He used
diagnostic findings in patients to
illustrate his medical insights.

The book details the scientific
methods used by Guttmann and
his situation before and during
the First and Second World Wars.
A brief coverage of events from a
chronological perspective to present
his life history demonstrates the
difficulties of surviving in Germany
asalew.

The professional aspects of learn-
ing medicine are mentioned, and
include how Guttmann suffered
pressure from anti-Semitic students.
However, he completed his medical
studies without fearing potential
confrontation and worked profes-
sionally as a neurologist and doctor
until1939.

Overall, Hoffmann has done
an excellent job in distilling
Guttmann's life in Germany. The
author demonstrates Guttmann's
positive contributions in shaping
the history of medicine and sport.
The father of the Paralympic Move-
ment was a person who demon-
strated empathy, patience, sports-
manship, courage, solidarity, and
extraordinarily comprehensive
medical expertise. ®
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Interests: 1920 Olympics and Belgian Olympic
history.
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Antigonis Street 2, Athens, Chalandri 15232,
GREECE; Tel: +302130295078; Occupation: physical
education teacher.

DUDMAN Paul Mr. *1973 11 September; E-mail:
p.v.dudman@uel.ac.uk; Address: 27A Holland
Road, Westcliff on Sea, Essex SSo 75G, UNITED
KINGDOM; Tel: +u4 (0) 7795682279; Occupation:
archivist; Specific Olympic Research Interests:
Archivist for the British Olympic Association at
the University of East London; history of refugee
athletes in the Olympic Games and the role of oral
history in documenting Olympicvoices.

FULLER Linda K. Ms. *1942 14 May; E-mail: LFuller@
worcester.edu; Address: 40 Hotchkiss Lane,
Madison, Connecticut, 06443, UNITED STATES OF
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Timelines. New York: Palgrave Pilot, 2018; Specific
Olympic Research Interests: Gender, language, and
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CastroValley, Cal. 94552, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
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the 2016 Olympics (2018, self-published), The Ato Z
Olympics: 26 Torch-WorthyTales & Tidbits (pending
publication, 2020). Currently working on a book
on women's Olympic history, to be published by
MacFarland, date: tbd.; Specific Olympic Research
Interests: Women's history, American athletic
history, history of the lesser-known sports.

KOPP Marc Mr. *1972 26 September; E-mail:
marc.kopp@web.de; Address: KelternstralRe 8,
Tiibingen 72070, GERMANY; Tel: +49 070716895123;
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muller@unil.ch; Address: Talweg 63, Riehen, 125,
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WIGO Bruce Mr. *1949 26 November; E-mail:
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Dr., Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316, UNITED STATES;
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articles published in Swimming World Magazine,
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LEGARE Brigitte Mrs. new address: (Z MME
TOMASINO, 37 rue Truffaut, 75017 Paris, FRANCE.

EDGAR Anthony Mr. New e-mail: anthonyedgar@
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MILSHTEIN Oleg Mr. Russian member since 1998,
died onJanuary7,2021.
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