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Fifty  ye a rs ag o , th e  B rit ish  b o b s le d d e r s  Tony Nash an d  

R o b in  D ixo n to o k  O ly m p ic  go ld  in  In n s b ru c k  a fte r th e  

It a lia n  sta r E u g e n io  M onti h e lp e d  th e m  f ix  a p ro b le m  

w ith  t h e ir  m a c h in e  in  a n  act o f s p o rts m a n s h ip  th a t has 

e n te re d  in to  O ly m p ic  lo re . M o nti f in a l ly  a c h ie v e d  h is  

O lym pic d re am  in  1968.

T h is  is th e  sto ry o f th e  m a n  w h o  h e lp e d  h im  a ch ie v e  

t h a t  g o a l. E n g in e e r A n t o n io  " T o n y "  B o s io , t h e  m a n  

M onti ca lled  "The m a g ic ia n " .

T h a n k s la rg e ly  to th e  te ch n ic a l m o d ifica tio n s  m a d e  to 

th e  s le d  by b o b sle ig h  by A n to n io , E u g en io  w o n  go ld  in  

b oth th e  t w o -m a n  a n d  f o u r -m a n  a t the 19 6 8  G a m e s in  

G re n o b le . In 19 66 Bosio  ha d  started to d e s ig n  a n d  b u ild  

th e  sled g es w h ic h  w ere to be used by M onti.

B osio 's ad ven ture  started w h e n  Dr. Eng. Dusi contacted 

him  on b e h a lf  o f "B o b  Club C o rtin a ". The p urpo se w as to 

increase th e  speed of the bob sleig h  d u rin g  th e  ru n.

B osio  w il l in g ly  a cce p ted . In w in te r  h is  w o rk  sch e d u le  

w a s  n o t  so f u ll  (T o n y w a s  a K a rt  m a n u f a c t u r e r )  so 

b u ild in g  a b o b sle ig h  w a s a good o p p o rtu n ity  to increase 

p ro fits . B o sio  w e n t  to th e  19 5 6  O ly m p ic  track in  Co rtina 

for research p u rp o se s. He o b se rved  th e  b o b sle ig h  ru n s 

a n d  t r ie d  to w o rk  o u t w h e re  m o d if ic a t io n s  m ig h t  be 

p o ss ib le . "I p la ced  m yse lf on th e  first p art of the b end s.

I im m e d ia t e ly  fo u n d  th e  p ro b le m ."

T h e  b o b s le ig h  l if te d  fro m  t h e  ic e  a n d  o n ly  th re e  

ru n n e rs  re m a in e d  in  co ntact w ith  th e  g ro u n d . T h is  w as 

a v ery b ad  s itu a tio n , n o t  o n ly  from  th e  te ch n ic a l p o in t o f 

v ie w  b u t a lso  from  a safety p ersp ective: lo w  g rip , strong 

im p a c t s  a n d  t h e  in a b il it y  to  fo llo w  t h e  tra c k  b e n d s . 

T h e  lo w  g rip  d e c re a se d  th e  d r iv in g  c a p a b ilit y  a n d  th e  

h ig h  co efficen t o f cen trifug e force created a n  ex trem e ly 

u n sa fe  s itu a tio n .

A tth e  "C rista llo  b e n d "  in  Co rtina th e  p ressure exerted 

w a s in  excess o f 3 .3 T o n s .T h e  d rivers w ere a t the p hysical 

l im it  a n d  w ere prone to lose v is io n , a lb e it  m o m en ta rily . 

T h is  h o w ever w as en o u g h  to h ave  leth a l co n seq u en ce s. 

" I  re m em b e r Pensberger, a yo u n g  G e rm a n  p ilo t. He had 

a w ro n g  a p p ro a ch  to th e  b e n d , he w e n t  o u t a n d  d ie d . 

He w a s a n ice  b oy".

To ny im m e d ia t e ly  starte d  to  w o rk . It w a s im p o s s ib le  

to in tro d u c e  a rocker e le m e n t  o n  th e  fro n t a x le , th ere  

w a s no t en o u g h  sp a ce. The s o lu tio n  he a d o p te d  w a s to 

cu t th e  sled g e tra n sv erse ly  a n d  co nne ct th e  tw o parts by 

a central p ivo t. T h is  e le m e n t is n o w a d a ys co m pu lso ry.

“T h e re  w e re  o n ly  fe w  b o b s le ig h  c o m p e t it io n s  a n d  it  

w a s  f u n d a m e n t a l to o b se rv e  e v e ry  s le d g e  on its  ru n . 

You h a d  to  o b se rv e  s t a y in g  o u t  o f th e  tra c k . I d id n 't  

s it  on a b o b s le ig h  o r o n  a K art b u t I t h in k  t h a t  I have  

c o lle c te d  s o m e  in t e r e s t in g  re s u lt s . W e a d o p te d  t h is  

s o lu t io n  fo r G a s p a ri b o b s le ig h  (G a sp a ri co m p e te d  for 

Ita ly  in  th e  19 6 8  a n d  1972 O ly m p ics) d u r in g  th e  19 6 6  

E u ro p e a n  C h a m p io n s h ip s . The G a s p a ri b o b s le ig h  w as 

fo u r se co n d s fa ste r t h a n  th e  o thers o ver th e  s in g le  ru n . 

It w as a v ery easy v icto ry ."

L o o k in g  at t h is  re su lt, E u g e n io  M onti d id n 't  w a n t  to 

take p a r t  in  th e  W orld C h a m p io n sh ip s.

Two friends and a 

success: Tony Bosio 

and Eugenio Monti in 

Cortina d'Ampezzo.
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A n to n  Pensberger, M onti w a s  a stu b b o rn  a n d  co m b a tiv e  co m p e tit iv e  m a n

a  26 year o ld G erm an a n d  got in  to uch w ith  B osio  to ask  if  he w o u ld  a d ju s t  h is

p ilo t, w as k illed  in  s le d g e . B o sio  re fused  a s he h a d  p ro m ise d  G a sp a ri th a t

19 6 6  a t  the W orld h e  w o u ld  n o t m o d ify  a n y  o th er b o b sle ig h .

Championship in the M o nti a n d  G a s p a ri ta lk e d  lo n g  a n d  h a rd  a b o u t  th e

four-m an in Cortina p ro b le m  a n d  e v e n t u a lly  a t  3  o 'c lo c k  in  th e  m o rn in g

d'Ampezzo. The races G a s p e ri f in a l ly  a g re e d  to a llo w  t h e  m o d if ic a t io n  on

were subsequently th e  M o nti b o b s le ig h  to  go a h e a d . "W e p ic k e d  up th e

stopped. The tw o - b o b s le ig h  on th e  ca r a n d  b ro u g h t it  h e re  to m y w o rk ­

man world title had s h o p . E u g e n io  w o n  th e  W o rld  C h a m p io n s h ip s  a n d

beenw onaw eek d id n 't  lo s e  a n y  fu r t h e r  c o m p e t it io n s . I d id n 't  go to

before by Eugenio G re n o b le . I h a d  a lo t  o f  w o rk , th e  k a rt in g  se a so n  w a s

Monti w ith his brake- read y to sta rt".

m an Sergio Siorpaes. B o sio 's  "To ny K a rt"co m p a n y is  k no w n th ro u g h o u t the 

B elo w : Anto n io  Bosio w o rld  a s o n e o f t h e  o ld e s t a n d  m o st successfu l k a rtin g

in  h is  w o rksh o p  to d ay, fa cto rie s . A n u m b e r o f  fu tu re  F o rm u la  One c h a m p io n s

(a n d  o thers) d ro ve h is  karts. The w o rld  sp e ed  record on 

a kart: 214  Kph w a s a ch ie v e d  in  o n e o f h is  karts.

On th e  ic y  t ra c k  th e  A m e r ic a n  t e a m s  w a s  sh o c k e d  

by M o nti's s le d . "M o n ti's  v icto ry  gave m e a lot o f recog­

n it io n  a n d  in  m y w o rk sh o p  I b eg an to receive s led s from  

a ll o v e r  th e  w o rld ."

A seco n d  im p o rta n t  m o d ific a t io n  w a s m a d e  to M o nti's 

s le d  a n  a d ju s t m e n t  o f th e  ru n n e rs . " R u n n e rs  h a d  a 

s t ra ig h t  s h a p e  w h ic h  w a s  n o t  s u it a b le  fo r t h e  w o rk  

c o n s id e r in g  h o w  t h e y  w e re  m o u n te d  o n  t h e  s le d g e . 

I m a d e  ru n n e rs  u s in g  stro ng  steel 70 m m  by 1¿* m m . The 

s h a p e  w a s  ro u n d e d  a n d  th e  w e ig h t  o f th e  b o b s le ig h  

s tra ig h te n e d  th e m  o b t a in in g  th e  b est d riv e  a b il it y  on 

b e n d s" .

As B o sio  e x p la in e d  to  m e h o w  h is  ru n n e rs  w ere  m a d e  

I re m e m b e re d  t h a t  I h a d  th e  FIBT d ra w in g s  w it h  m e.

I sh o w e d  h im  th e  p la n s  fo r ru n n e r. T h is  w a s  th e  m o st 

e m o tio n a l n o m e n t .  "I a lso  m o d ifie d  th e  s h a p e  o f the 

co w lin g  but it  w a s ad o p te d  p a rt icu la r ly  on th e  A m erican  

b o b sle ig h s" .

B o s io a n d  M onti w ere tw o  very s im ila r  m e n , a n d  it w as 

no t lo n g  before th e y  b eca m e frie n d s . "M on ti w a s  a very 

k in d  m a n . It w a s im p o s s ib le  n o t to  b eco m e  h is  f r ie n d . 

He d id n 't  lik e  jo u r n a l is t s ,  h e  h a te d  t h e m . W h e n  w e 

w o n  th e  W o rld  C h a m p io n s h ip s  w e e s c a p e d , fo llo w e d  

by p h o to g ra p h e rs . T h e y  w o k e u s u p  a t  5 o 'c lo ck  in  th e  

m o rn in g ! If  there are a lot o f jo u rn a lis ts , th e y  are b oring . 

T h e y  lis te n  to w h a t  yo u  sa y b u t th e y  d o n 't  u n d e rsta n d  

a n d  th e y  w rite  u n tru e  th in g s " .

The re la t io n s h ip  started  as s im p ly  a w o rk in g  a rra n g e ­

m e n t. "M on ti w a s a n o t easy p erso n, very fussy. One day, 

d u rin g  a race, he asked m e to ch a n g e th e  d riv in g  p ositio n 

three t im e s. He th o u g h t a b o u t th a t a n d  th e n  cam e to m e 

a s k in g  for a new  p o sitio n  in  o rd e r to e x te rd  legs".

O ver th e  years th is  re la t io n s h ip  b lo sso m ed  in to  a deep  

fr ie n d s h ip . "M onti loves m e. I stayed at h is  h o m e. D uring 

th e  s u m m e r sea so n  I w e n t  to re p a ir  h is  sn o w ca ts  a n d  

in  w in te r  I h e lp e d  h im  to start h is  S k ilifts  in  th e  Cristallo  

m o u n ta in , th e  m ost b eau tifu l m o u n ta in  in  C o rtina."

E u g e n io  M o nti d ie d  in  2 0 0 3  in  tra g ic  c irc u m s ta n c e s  

b u t  th e  m e m o ry  o f t h e  f r ie n d s h ip  e n d u r e s . ‘" W h a t  

s h o u ld  I d o ’ ' -  He ask e d  m e o n e  d a y  w h e n  h e  v is it e d . 

"Stay h e r e  w ith  m e fo r few  d a y s.' I repeated to h im  a few  

t im e s . I w a s a little  b it co nce rne d  w h e n  h e  to ld  m e th a t 

he h a d  to  re turn  h o m e . A few  d a ys later h e  co m m itte d  

s u ic id e  w it h  a s h o t g u n . He w a s  i l l  a n d  h a d  lo s t  h is  

m e n ta l cap acity. He w a s fo u n d  in  h is  b e d ."

Tony ha d  great respect fo r h is  frie n d  a n d  o n ly  m o d ifie d  

h is  s le d s . "I p ro p o se d  a re v o lu t io n a ry  s o lu t io n  fo r h is  

ru n n e rs . M o nti o b ta in e d  th e  p arts t h a t  I n e e d e d  from  

A m e ric a  in  o n e  n ig h t . M o nti te ste d  it  b u t h e  w a s  n o t 

co n v in ce d . N ow adays no b o b sle ig h  u ses th a t s o lu t io n ."



Before le a v in g  B o sio 's, a s m a ll fa rm  w ith  th e  le g e n d a ry 

w o r k s h ip  in  a n  a n n e x , I sh o w e d  To ny e v e ry  d ra w in g  

I h a d . "Lo o k a t  t h is . T h is  is m y p iv o t. I lik e  t h is  sch e m e 

b u t th e re  are no in d ic a t io n s  a b o u t  th e  m a x im u m  lo ad  

for every ru n n e r" .

T h is  is A n to n io  B o sio , b orn in  19 23, a re serve d  m a n , 

b u t  as g en e ro u s a n d  active  a s h is  fr ie n d  E u g enio  M onti. 

T h e y  w ere  tw o  m en from  d iffe re n t w o r ld s  a n d  u n if ie d  

b y b o b s le ig h  in  a f r ie n d s h ip  fo rg ed  o n  th e  ic e . T h e ir  

actio n s d e fin e d  th em  a n d  w ere  m ore e lo q u e n t th a n  a n y  

w ord s. ®

in 1961» Tony Nash and Robin Dixon of Great Britain were surprise 

■»ictors in Innsbruck. Later it was revealed that a bolt had sheared on 

•he British sledge during the third round. As the Britons could not have 

taken part in the last round without that bolt, Monti helped them 

with his own equipment. Then Nash/Dixon set the fastest time, while 

the Italian world champion, A/ho had narrowly failed to w in two 

Olympic victories in 1956, cane away with only bronze. For his 

unselfish act Monti was the first athlete to receive the Fair Play Trophy 

in i96 u . Above: Monti did crown his career with double gold at the 

'968 Games. The photo was characteristic. While brakeman Luciano de 

Paolis celebrated, Monti was withdrawn.
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