
Obituaries

Nino Bibbia (ITA), *15 March 1922 in 

Bianzone, Lombardy; +28 May 2013 

in  St. Moritz. The Ita lian  moved as 

a ten year old w ith his fam ily 50 km 

aw ay to St. Moritz in Sw itzerland , 

where he attended the same school 

as the later 1948 Olympic champion 

in a lp in e  sk iin g  Edy Reinalter. For 

th e  W in te r Gam es of 19148 B ib bia 

was o rig in ally  only selected for the 

bob com petitions, but after he had 

seta course record in D e c e m b e r s ?  

on the legen d ary skeleton course 

"Cresta R u n", he w as nom in ated  

for th a t sport as w e ll, in w h ich  he 

won the first gold m edal for Italian 

w in te r sports. With the fo u r-m a n

Lionel Peters, a m em ber of ISOH, 

w ho passed aw ay on 18 July aged 

76, was a chartered accountant by 

profession, but had a w id e range 

of spo rtin g an d  artistic  interests. 

He w as p a rt ic u la r ly  in vo lv ed  for 

m any years in recording the results 

of ju n io r  participan ts in athletics, 

p u b lis h in g  W orld J u n io r Athletics 

News w h ich  p ro vid e d  d e ta ile d  

results, lists  an d  other sta tistics 

specifically about ju n io r age groups 

w orldw ide. He later set up a d e d i­

cated website to the subject.

However, in March 1999, covering 

th e  W orld  J u n io r  Cross Co u n try

bob he was sixth, in the tw o -m a n  

eighth. Bibbia was also Swiss cham ­

pion at the luge, but acquired his 

greatest fam e w ith 232 victories on 

the skeleton as "King o f  the Cresta 

Run". The greengrocer raced fo r the 

last tim e in 1996 as a 7k  year old. (VK)

V la d im ir  R o m a n o v s k y  (U R S),

*21 Ju n e 1957 in  S lo n im /B L R ; +13 

May 2013 in Minsk/BLR. The canoe­

ist as a 19 year old won Olympic gold 

w ith the Ukrainian Sergey Nagorny 

in the K -2 class over 1000 m, over 

500 m both were seco nd . In 1981 

he becam e w orld cham p io n  over 

10 ,000 m: 1981 in K - 2 ,  1982 in K -4 . 

From 1993 to 19 9 5  he w as head 

coach of the Belarus national canoe 

team.(VK)

E d w a rd  G . S te v e n s , J r .  (USA),

*15 Se p te m b er 1932 in  St. Louis, 

M issouri; 9  June 2013 in Tucson, 

Arizona. Appointed from the Naval 

A cadem y, th e  row er won a gold 

medal in eights at the 1952 Olympics. 

After graduation he became a naval 

officer. (VK)

Ju d it  Ágoston M endelényiné(HUN),

*21 J a n u a ry  1937 in  M isk o lc ; t 1 2 
May 2013 in Göd. After she had be­

come ru n n e r-u p  in the 1961 World 

Ch a m p io n sh ip s  in Turin  w ith  the 

H u n g a ria n  fo il team  u n d e r her

Cham pionships in Belfast, he h3d a 

bad fall in which he severely injured 

a leg. During a necessary operation 

he suffered two heart attacks, pos­

sib ly brought on by errors in treat­

ment, and nearly d ied. The doctors 

w anted to w ithd raw  life support, 

but h is w ife, S igrid , refused to let 

th e m . H a p p ily  he recovered, but 

was in poor health for the rest of 

h is life. He had to stop much of his 

ju n io r  athletics research and pub­

lication, b u t  always had an abid ing 

interest in the subject. He was also 

an Arsenal fan, and had other w ide 

in tere sts w h ich  in c lu d e d  chess,

m aid en  n am e, she w as absent in 

G d ansk w h en  th e  team  w on the 

t it le . Her greatest success w as the 

O lym pic gold m e d al in th e  team  

com petition in 1964 in Tokio. The 

m edical doctor was m arried to the 

1960 Olympic champion in sabre, Dr. 

Tamás Mendelényi (1936-1999). (VK)

Sharon Marie Stouder (USA), *9 No­

vem b e r 19 4 8 in  A lta d e n a , C a lif.; 

+23 June 2013 in Pismo Beach, Calif. 

F ift e e n -y e a r -o ld  Sharon Stouder 

from Glendora High School in Califor­

nia was the surprise swim m er of the 

1964 Olym pics. She was the unex­

pected w inner of the 100 m butter­

fly, defeating the highly favored Ada 

Kok and d epriving the Dutch girl of 

her world record into the bargain. In

theatre, cinema, opera and jazz, plus 

a deep knowledge of the lyrics of Ira 

Gershwin, Cole Porter etc.

He w as a m e m b e r of th e  ATFS 

(Association of Track and Field Sta­

t istic ia n s) an d  the NUTS (N ational 

Union of Track Statisticians) Executive 

Committee.

He was p a rticu larly  proud of the 

fact that his WJAN of May 2001 had the 

first published m ention of an Usain 

Bolt, w ho f in ish e d  second in the 

Jam aican  High School Cham pio n­

ships under-18  200 m final.

By his good friend and colleague.

Stan  Greenberg



■
the 100 m freestyle she nearly caused 

an even greater upset, fin ishing only

o.k  seconds down to the great Dawn 

Fraser. In taking the silver medal she 

became the second woman to break 

the o n e -m in u te  barrier. Stouder 

would later graduate from Stanford. 

In 1984. she w as honoured by light­

ing the Olympic torch at the Stanford 

Stadium for the football events that 

were held there. (OM)

D en is B ro deu r (CAN), *12 October 

1930 in M ontreal; t2 6  Septem ber 

2013 in M ontreal. A lthough goalie 

Denis Brodeur has spent nearly his 

entire life involved w ith  Canadian 

ice hockey, h is  tim e as a player is 

probably the least notable aspect 

of h is  career. A M ontreal, Quebec 

n a tiv e , he sh ifte d  te a m s on an 

alm ost yearly basis as a senio r-level 

g o a lte n d e r, s u it in g  up w ith  the 

Sain t John Beavers of the Maritime 

Senior Hockey League (1950-1951). 

the Chicoutim i Sagueneens of the 

Quebec Hockey League (i952- i 95A), 
the K itchener-W aterloo Dutchmen 

of the Ontario Senior Hockey League 

(19 5A -1956 ), the Buffalo Bisons of 

the American Hockey League (i957~ 

1958), and fin ally  the Charlotte Clip­

pers of the Eastern Hockey League 

(19 5 8 -19 5 9 ). W ith the D utchm en 
he won the 1955 A llan  Cup, given 

a n nu ally in Canada to the top men's 

ice hockey team , and earned the 

right to represent Canada at the 1956 

W inter Olympics. After h angin g up 

h is skates Brodeur becam e a pro­

fession al photographer and spent 

m any years as the offic ia l p h o to - 

grapherforthe Montreal Canadiens. 

His son M artin becam e a goalie in 

the NHL, as well as an Olympic gold 

m edal w inner, and was one of the 

m o st d eco ra ted  n et m in d e rs  in 

hockey history. (OM)

Vasile Tija (ROU), *21 February 1928 

in  B u c h a re s t; t 24 J u n e  2013 in 

B u ch arest. The h igh p o in t of h is  

career was at his first m ajor interna­

tional tournament, the 1952 Olympic 

G a m e s, w h e re  h e re a c h e d  th e

m iddlew eight fin a l, where he was 

knocked out by Floyd Patterson (USA) 

after a m inute of boxing. At the 1953 
and 1937 European Cham pionships, 

he lost in the first round and at the 

1955 European Ch am pionships, he 

reached the qu arter-fin als. Domes­

tically , he won seven consecutive 

Rom anian titles from 1951- 57, six of 

them as a lig h t-m id d lew e ig h t and 

o n e, in  19 54 , as a m id d le w eig h t. 

(OM)

Torbjprn Falkanger (NOR), *8 Octo­

ber 1927 in Trondheim ; 6  July 2013 

in Trondheim . Falkanger emerged 

as N o rw ay's best sk i ju m p e r  in 

1949 w hen he was n ational ch a m ­

pion and also won the prestigious 

H o lm e n k o lle n  event. In 19 50 he 

repeated h is w in s and placed fifth 

at the World Cham pionships in Lake 

Placid. At the Oslo Olympics in 1952, 

w here he took th e  O lym pic Oath, 

he w as in  the lead after the first 

ju m p , but eventually fin ished  sec­

ond behind his team m ate Arnfinn 

Bergmann.

In 1954 he was Norwegian cham ­

pion for the th ird  tim e and placed 

sixth at the World Cham pionships in 

Falun. He was one of the m ain can ­

didates for the Norwegian Olympic 

team in 1956, but was severely in ­

ju re d  in a q u a lifica tio n  contest in 

Holmenkollen before the Games and 

had to give up his sk iju m ping career.

Falkanger worked w ith h is fam ily 

shoe firm Falkanger Sko AS in Trend­

heim  as CEO and ch a irm a n  of the 

board in his professional career. (OM)

B ern ad ette "D et" de Beus (NED),

*18 February 1958 in Utrecht; +21 

July 2013 in R ijsw ijk. As goalkeeper 

o f th e  D u tch w o m e n 's  h o cke y  

team , she won th e  O lym pic gold 

m edal in 1984 , the 19 7 8 , 1983 and

1986 World Cups, the 1984 and 1987 

European Cham pio nsh ips and the

1987 Ch am pio ns Trophy. She was 

also a m em ber of th e  v icto rio u s 

Dutch team at the 1979 IFWHA World 

C h a m p io n sh ip s. A lw ays com pet­

ing for E indhoven, she never won 

a nation al title , w hich w as alw ays 
won by HGC or Am sterdam  d urin g  

h er career. De Beus, w ho played 

her last in ternatio nal match at the

1988 Olympics, later worked in sev­

eral m anager po sitions, in clu d in g  

the R ijksm u se u m  in  A m sterdam , 

the Dutch in lin e  skating federation 

(as in terim  president) and a seal 

rehabilitation centre. (OM)

Henry W illiam  "Bill" Hoskyns(GBR),

*19 March 1931 in London; 4  A u­

gust 2013 in North Perrott, Som er­

set. A farmer who kept fruit orchards 

near the t in y  Som erset v illa g e  of 

North Perrott, Bill Hoskyns vies with 

his contemporary Allan Jay the title 

of B rita in 's  greatest ever fencer. 

A v etera n  of a B rit ish  record s ix  

Olympic Gam es between 1956 and 

1976, he was the first British man to 

w in a world title w hen he took the 

épée gold m edal at the 1958 World 

C h a m p io n sh ip s  in  P h ila d e lp h ia . 

Hoskyns w as educated at Eton and 

Oxford, and later served as a Major 

in the Army. He was awarded an MBE 

in 1966 for his services to sport and 

served as V ice -P re sid e n t of British 

Fencing. (OM)

Stan islaw  Szozda (POL), *25 Se p - 

tem beri950 in Dobromierz; +23 Sep­

tember 2013 in Wroclaw. He is among 

th e  greatest ever Polish  cyclists, 

w in n in g  two Olym pic silv e r m ed ­

als in the 1972 and 1976 team tim e 

tria l, and five m edals at the World 

C h a m p io n sh ip s. In 1973 and 1975 

he won gold m edals at the Worlds 

in the team  tim e tria l, w in n in g  an
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individual silver in the am ateur road 

race in 1973. He also won the 1974 

International Peace Race, fin ish in g  

second in  th a t event in 1973- His 
racing career ended after sustaining 

a spine in jury at the 1978 Peace Race.

After h is com petitive retirem ent, 

Szozda moved to the USA w here he 

worked as a trainer. He later returned 

to Poland where he was successful as 

a businessman. (OM)

Serg ey B elo v (URS), *23 J a n u a ry  

1944  in Nashekovo; t 3 October 2013 
in  Moscow. Belov w as for 15 years 

a m em ber of th e  Soviet n a tio n a l 

b a sk e tb a ll te a m , w ith  w hom  he 

became 1972 Olympic champion and

won three bronzes (1968,1976 and 

1980). He was also w ith  th e  sam e 

team  tw ice w orld cham pio n (1967 

and 1974) and four tim es European 

c h a m p io n  (1967, 19 6 9 , 1971 and 

1979)- From 1974 to 1980 he was team 

c a p ta in . The So viet Arm y captain  

played for the team  CSKA Moscow, 

w ith  w hom  he won th e  n a tio n a l 

c h a m p io n s h ip  e le v e n  tim e s . At 

the 1980 Gam es in Moscow he lit  

the Olym pic Flam e in the Lushniki 

Stadium. (VK)

Nobuyuki Aihara (JPN), *16 Decem­

ber 1934* Takasaki, Gunm a Pref.; 16 

Ju ly  2013 T a k a sa ki. The gym nast, 

o n ly  1.5 3  m t a l l ,  s tu d ie d  a t th e  

Nihon Sports University, w here he 

w as coached by Masao Takam oto. 

After Olympic silver m edals in team 

competition and on the floor in 1956 

in  M elbourne he w as a m em ber 

along with his coach o f th e  Japanese 

team  th at won the gold m edal in

i960 in Rome (photo). Besides that 

A ihara w as O lym pic ch a m p io n  in 

floor gym nastics, where he w as the 

first to perform the reverse double 

salto stretched as w ell as the trip le 

te m p o -f lic k -f la c k . In 1962 he was 

also world cham pion in Prague on 

floor. Aihara m arried the gym nast 

Toshiko S h ira zu , w h o in 19 6 4 in 

Tokyo under the nam e Aihara also 

won an Olym pic team silver. T ie ir  

son Yutaka won an Olympic bronze 

in 1992 with the Japanese team. (VK)

Faith Yvonne Leech (AUS), *31 March 

1941 in Bedingo, Victoria; +14  Sep­

tember 2013 in Bendigo. Faith Leech, 

w ho w on gold  in  4 x  100 m m e ­

tres freestyle relay an d  bronze in 

the 100 m freestyle, took up sw im ­

m in g as a w ay to help her recover 

from scoliosis. She won two titles at 

the Victorian Cham pionships in 1955 

and at age 13 won the 1955 Australian 

title in the no yard freestyle. In 1956 

she could not sw im  in the n a tio n ­

als because of illn ess, but won the 

Australian age group 100 m title that 

year in i :o 4 .6 , only i 1/10th of a second 

off Dawn Fraser's world record. Leech 

retired from sw im m in g  in 1957, at 

age 16, after a very short career and 

on doctor's advice. Then she worked 

as a model before returning to her 

n ative Bendigo w here she ran the 

fam ily jew elry business. (OM)

Igor Rom ishevsky (URS), *25 March 

1940 in Zhukovsky, Moscow Oblast; 

t2 8  Se p te m b er 2013 in M oscow. 

He started to play hockey w ith SKA 

Kuybyshev in i960. In 1961 he jo ined 

CSKA Moscow and played there until 

the end of h is career in 1972. With 

CSKA he won nine national titles and 

four European Cham pions Cup titles

(19 69 -72). In te rn a tio n a lly  he won 

two Olympic golds (1968,1972) and 

four World Championships (1968-71). 

After his sporting career Romishevsky 

worked from 1974 -79  as the head of 

the physical culture and sports d e ­

partment at the Moscow Institute of 

Physics and Technology. From 19 9 5 - 

2006 he was V ice -P re sid e n t of the 

club and in  2006 w as nam ed club 

President. (OM)

R o b e rt A lb e rt  " B o b "  K u r la n d  

(USA), *23 D ecem ber 19 24  in  St. 

Lou is, M isso u ri; +29  Se p te m b er 

2013 in  S a n ie b e l Is la n d , F lo rid a . 

Bob " F o o th ills"  K u rlan d  w as the 

first d om inating seven-fo oter (2.13 

m) to p lay college b a sk e tb a ll; so 

d o m in a n t, in fact, th at he caused 

the ru le -m a k e rs  to ou tlaw  g o a l-  

te n d in g , because he could  block 

alm ost every shot from going into 

the basket. He is also recognised as 

the first hoopster to d un k a basket­

ball in competition. In 1945 and 19/+6 

he led h is O klahom a A&M team  to 

the NCAA ch a m p io n sh ip  and then 

w ent on to play for six  years w ith  

the Phillips 66 ers, being named AAU 

A ll-A m e rica  every year he played. 

He never played in the NBA, despite 

m ultiple offers. W hile p laying w ith 

Phillips, he became the first man to 

p la y  On two Olympic w in n e r Teams in 

1948 and in 1952. After the Olympics 

he jo in ed  P hillips Petroleum's m ar­

keting division and spent a 40-y e a r 

business career with them . (OM)

J a m e s  E d w a rd  B ra d fo rd  (USA),

*1 Novem ber 1928 in W ashington, 

DC; 3 Septem ber 2013 in  S ilv e r 

Spring, M aryland. Bradford won the 

AAU heavyw eight title in both i960 

and 1961, but he had the misfortune 

to com pete a g a in s t so m e o f th e  

greatest lifters in history. Atthe 1952 

Olympics and 1951 World Cham pion­

ships, he lost out to Am erica's John 

Davis. At the 19 5 4 W orlds he was 

second to Norb Schem ansky, w h ile  

Paul Anderson defeated him in 1955. 

In the 1959 World C h am pio nsh ips 

and 1960 Olympics, the great Soviet



lifter, Yury Vlasov, won both com pe­

titions over Bradford. (OM)

V la d im ir  V ik u lo v  (URS), *20 Ju ly  

1946 in Moscow; t 9 August 2013 in 

Moscow. He began h is ice hockey 

c a re e r  w ith  CSKA M oscow  an d  

played there u n til 1979, w h en  he 
played one season w ith SKA Len in ­

grad before f in is h in g  h is p la yin g  

career. With CSKA Vikulov won 12 So­

viet titles and nine European Cham­

pions Cup titles (1969-74 , 1976,1978-

79). In 1972 he was the best scorer of 

the Soviet Cham pio nsh ips w ith  34 

goals. Internationally he played 195 

games w ith the national team and 

scored 109 goals. He w as Olym pic 

cham pio n in 1968 and 1972, w as a 

world cham pion seven tim es (1966- 

71,1975). (OM)

J u d it  T em es (HUN), *10 October 

1930 in Sopron; +11 August 2013 in 

B u d a p e st. The Je w ish  sw im m e r 

w as on the H u ng arian  team  from 

1948--5 6 , after w hich she retired to 

pursue a medical career. In addition 

to her tw o O lym pic m e d a ls (gold 

in th e  fre estyle  relay, bronze in 

the 100 free), she won a European 

Cham pionship in the 4 x 100 m free­

style relay in 195/4 and added a silver 

m e d al th a t year in th e  100 free. 

During her career she won 29 H un­

garian titles. She earned her m e di­

cal degree in 1955 and later worked 

for th e  Budapest U n iversity's p a ­

th o lo g y d e p a rtm e n t an d  cancer 

research in stitu te . She continued 

studying and earned a philosophy 

of te a ch in g  degree in  1975 an d  a 

law degree in 2000 from the Eötvös 

loránd University. Furthermore she 

worked in the Hungarian NOC and in 

the sw im m in g asso ciation, where 

she served a term as President. (OM)

K eith  Eyre Carter (USA), *30 A u ­

gust 192/4 in  Akron, O hio; +3 May 

2013 in A sh e ville , North C aro lin a. 

The American swimmer, who served 

2 1/2 years as a bom bardier in the Air 

Force during World War II, attended 

Purdue in e lectrica l e n g in ee rin g .

At the 19/48 O lym pics he fin ish e d  

seco nd  to Joe V erd eu r. He la ter 

worked for Reliance Electric, which 

w as purchased by Rockwell Auto­

m a t io n , s ta rt in g  o u t as a sa le s 

engineer, and ev e n tu a lly  m oving 

up to general m anager of all inter­

national operations. (OM)

Donna H artley-W ass, née M urray 

(GBR), *1 M ay 1955 in Southam pton; 

+7 June 20i 3 in Sheffield. The "golden 

girl"  of British athletics (because of 

her blonde hair) first came to prom­

in en ce in 1972 w hen she won the 

national 200 m title shortly after her 

17th birthday and was chosen for the 

team for the Munich Olympics. Prom 

197/4 onwards she began to special­

ize at /400 m. Her best year was 1978 

where she won the Commonwealth 

Gam es aoo m gold before running 

the anchor leg for England's victori­

ous a  x/400 m relay team . Her final 

m ajor c h a m p io n sh ip  appearance 

came at the Moscow Olympics where, 

after a season blighted by illn e ss  

and poor form , she h elped  Great 

Britain to win the bronze m edal. She 

m arried fellow  athlete B ill Hartley 

in 1977 but divorced in the 1980s. 

She later m arried com edian Bobby 

Knutt, whose real n a m e  is  Wass .She 

then turned to com petitive body­

build ing and had a successful career 

in her n e w sp o rt which culm inated 

in her placing2nd in the Ms. Universe 

Physique competition. (OM)

Ronnie Ray Sm ith (USA), *28 March 

19A9 in Los Angeles; +31 March 2013 

in Los Angeles. In the s e m i-f in a ls  

o f the 1968 AAU 10 0 m , Jim  Hines 

and Smith both ran 9.9 to set a new 

w o rld  record. At th e  F in a l Tria ls, 

Sm ith placed fourth in  the 100 m 

and ran only in the relay in Mexico, 

where the USA set a world record of 

38.2 (38.24). Smith was a graduate 

of San Jose State in socio logy and 

later com peted for the Southern 

C a lifo rn ia  Stride rs. He sp e n t h is 

professional career as an employee 

of the Los Angeles Parks and Re­

creation Department. (OM)

Dezsö G yarm ati (HUN), *23 Octo­

ber 1927 in  M isk o lc ; +18  A u gu st 

2013 in Budapest. He was the most 

successful water poloist in Olympic 

history. H is feat o f w inning medals at 

five successive Olympic Games (gold 

19 5 2 , 1956 , 1964; silver 194 8; bronze 

i960) has never been m atched. He

also captained w in n in g  Hungarian 

teams a t  th e  1954 a n d  1962 European 

C h a m p io n s h ip s . G y a r m a t  w as 

an excellent sw im m er w ith a best 

tim e of 58.5 FOR 100 metres and he 

played a total of 108 matches with 

th e  n a t io n a l te a m . He coached 

the H ungarian team th a t won the 

Olympic title in 1976, and also won 

m edals in 1972 and 1980, and later 

became a Member of Parliam ent in 

1990. He m arried the 1952 Olympic 

200 metres breaststroke cham pion 

Éva Székély. The couple emigrated to 

the USA in 1957, but returned a year 

later to Hungary. They were divorced 

in 1972. Their daughter, Andrea was 

an Olympic silver medalist in the 100 

metres backstroke in 1972 and she 

later married M ihály Hesz, the 1968 

Olympic canoeing champion. (OMA/K)

Stanislav Stepashkin (URS), *1 Sep­

tem ber 19 40 in  M oscow; t 4 Sep­

tem ber 2013 in Moscow. He took up 

boxing in  19 55, and rose to fam e 

in i9 6 0 , w hen he took silver at the 

Soviet Cham pionships as a feather­

w eight. After takin g bronze at the 

n a tio n a l c h a m p io n sh ip s  in  1961, 

Stepashkin won the Soviet title from 

19 6 3 -6 5 . In te rn a tio n a lly , he won
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gold at the 1964 Olympic Games and 

w as European ch a m p io n  in 1963 

and 1965. After retiring, Stepashkin 

w orked as a bo xin g coach of the 

M oscow  re g io n  a n d  o f s e ve ra l 

African national teams. (OM)

Claude Arabo (FRA), *3 October 1937 
in Nice; +3 July 2013 in V illefran ch e- 

sur-M er. Arabo fenced sabre and was 

a f iv e -t im e  French cham pion from 

19 6 0 -6 5 . His first  m a jo r po diu m  

appearance was at the 1958 World 

Ju n io rs. He also won four bronze 

m edals w ith the sabre at the World 

Ch a m p io n sh ip s, in th e  1962 in d i­

v id u a l and in the team event from 

19 6 5 -6 7 , in  a d d itio n  to h is  s ilv e r 

medal in individual sabre atthei96z+ 

Olym pics. After h is sporting career 

ended, he worked a s  a physiothera­

pist on the Côte d'Azur. (OM)

Todd Anthony Bennett(GBR), *6  July 

1962 in Southam pton; t i 6 July 2013 

in Southam pton. The 1984 Olympic 

4x1100m s ilv e r m e d a llist has died 

of cancer at the trag ically early age 

of 51. Bennett grew up on the South 

Coast, and was a member of South­

ampton and Eastleigh Athletics Club. 

Atthe tim e, w ith coach Mike Sm ith, 

the club was alm ost a "production 

lin e "  for British  one lap  ru nn ers. 

R e p re se n tin g  E n g la n d , he w on 

Com m onw ealth  Gam es gold over 

Axz+oo m in 1982 and 1986 and took 

in d iv id u a l 200 m  silver in 1986. He 

was outstanding in indoor athletics 

and took s ilv e r at the 19 85 World 

Indoor Gam es. Later he becam e a 

coach and prom oted a th le tics for 

young people. A tth e  2012 Olym pic 

Opening Ceremony appeared along­

sid e  m an y con tem poraries as the 

crow ds p a id  tr ib u te  to a g o ld en  

age in British athletics in  w hich he 

played an im portant role. (PB)

René Sparenberg (NED), *3 Decem­

ber 1918 in  Sem arang, N ederlands 

Oost In d ië ; +1 Ju ly  2013 in Brevard 

County, Florid a. Sparenberg was a 

m em ber of the Dutch hockey team, 

which won the bronze medal in 1936

Olym pics. Then after f in ish in g  his 

studies, he w ent back to Indonesia 

to w ork in the tim b er trade. After 

th e  In d e p e n d e n ce  of In d o n e sia , 

he changed over to Curaçao in  the 

Dutch West Indies and worked for a 

com m ercial firm . He lived partly in 

the USA and in the Netherlands. (AB)

Henry Rebello (IND), *17 November 

1928 in Bangalore; t 27 August 2013 

in  G u rg a o n , H a rya n a . The tr ip le  

ju m p e r was one of only five Indians 

to qualify for the final of an Olympic 

field event. Sadly, he tore his h am ­

string  w h ile  atte m p tin g  h is  first 

ju m p  in the fin al at London in 1948, 

independent In dia's first Olympics. 

R ebello served in  th e  In d ia n  Air 

Force and was the first director of 

the Sports A uthority of In dia  from 

1984 t 1 l 9 88 . (GE)

M asae N akam ura (JPN), m arried  

Kassai, *14 July 1933 M in a m i-A lp s, 

Yam anashi; 3 October 2013 in Tokyo. 

She was the captain of the Japanese 

volleyball team, world cham pion in 

1962 and Olym pic w in n e r in 1964 . 

She jo in e d  the Nichibo fiber s p in ­

n in g  c o m p a n y rig h t out of h igh 

school, first playing for corporation's 

Ashikaga (Tochigi)team, laterforthe 

one from Kaizuka (Osaka). The latter 

team dom inated the women's sport 

in  the late 19 50s an d  19 60 s, and 

w hen th e Japanese started p la y ­

ing according to international rules, 

Nichibo Kaizuka's players formed the 

n a tio n a l team . Her team  débuted 

at the i9 6 0  World Ch am pionships, 

fin ish in g  behind the USSR. Two years 

later, the Japanese won the tit le , 

defeating the Soviet squad before 

a Moscow au dience. When volley­

ball made its Olympic début in  Tokyo, 

they lived up to high expectations by 

again beating the Soviet Union in the 

final round-robin  match, in straight 

sets.

She later w e nt on to becom e a 

coach in  Ja p a n  an d  C h in a , an d  

sat on the board of th e Japanese 

Volleyball Association. In 1998, she 

participated in the Nagano Olympic

Torch Relay. In 2004 , she w as head 

of the Japanese team at the Athens 

Gam es. In 2008, she was inducted 

into the Volleyball Hall of Fame. (VK)

Petrus K a sten m an (SWE), *15 A u­

gust 1924 in B ä lin g e , S ö d e rm a n - 

la n d ; t ío  June 2013 in  Stenstorp, 

F a lk ö p in g . A ca v alry  sergean t (in 

Skövde, SW Sw eden) and the on ly 

n o n -co m m isssio n ed  officer in the 

1956 Swedish equestrian team , the 

m o de st K a sten m a n  later retired 

as a Captain. A m em ber of Skövde 

Fältrittklubb, Kastenm an also won 

the n a tio n a l title  in 1956 w ith  his 

O lym p ic h o rse , Muster, a brow n 

gelding born in 1948.

After the gold m edal in eventing 

a t th e  O ly m p ic s  in  S to c k h o lm , 

Kastenm an was given the horse by 

the arm y for personal, unrestricted 

use, also outside m ilitary activities. 

In 1969, he m oved to Borgu n da, 

w h ere he b u ilt  a c h a m p io n s h ip  

eventing course. D uring the 1970s 

an d  19 8 0 s, he w as th e  n a t io n a l 

coach for ju n io rs, young riders and 

pony riders, and also coach of the 

Norwegian and the Finnish national 

teams. (OK)

(AB: Anthony Th. Bijkerk, GL: Gulu Ezekiel, 

OM: Olympedia, OV: Ove Karlsson, PB: 

Philip Barker, VK: Volker Kluge)

The ISOH offers the families 

of the deceased its sincere 

condolences.


